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PHAT GIAO NAM TONG KHMER
TRONG POI SONG XA HOI O VIET NAM

Toém tit: Lich sir ddn téc Khmer & dong bang séng Ciru Long
trdi qua rdt nhiéu thang tram. Trong qué trinh dé, Phdt gido
Nam tdng Khmer ¢d vai tro quan trong nhw la ché dwa vé tinh
than, la ngon dudc SOi dwong tdi gide ngd, givip cho méi nguwoi
din Khmer cing nhau dodn két, vwot qua nhitng khé khén dé
xdy dung cudc song am no, hanh phic. Ngay nay, doi séng ciia
nguoi din Khmer ¢ dong bang séng Ciru Long dd dwoc ning
cao vé moi mat, Phdt gido Nam tong Khmer & dong bang song
Ciru Long dé va van tiép tuc vi thé ciia minh trong niém tin ciia
dong bao Khmer, ciia Gido héi Phdt gido Viét Nam va trong
tinh cam cia con nguoi va dat mede Viét Nam. Bai viét chi ra
nhitng dong gop cua Phdt gidgo Nam tong Khmer trong su phat
trién cia céng dong Khmer ¢ Viét Nam néi riéng, céng dong xa
hoi noi chung.

Tir khoa: Phdt gido Nam téng; cong dong Khmer;, dong bang
song Cuu Long.

DAin nhip

Poéng bang song Ctru Long 1a ving dat cyc Nam cta Viét Nam,
phia dong va nam giap bién, phia tiy giap Campuchia, ving dat nay
hién dang tap trung dong nguoi Khmer sinh song. Nguoi Khmer sinh
song & ving dat nay tir kha som. Bén canh d6, nguoi Viét ciing di cu
dén ving dét tri phu nay dé 1am an. Pau thé ky XVIII, nguoi Hoa tir
Trung Qudc chay loan ciing dén day nham tranh xa su truy btc, trimg
phat ciia vuong triéu méi. Hién nay, ving dat nay c6 17.273.630

* Vién Ton gido va Tin ngudng, Hoc vién Chinh tri Quéc gia Hb Chi Minh.
Ngay nhan bai: 29/9/2021; Ngay bién tap: 15/01/2022; Duyét dang: 25/01/2022.
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nguoi, chiém 17,95% déan sb ca nudc, trong d6 ngudi Khmer trén 1,3
triéu ngudi, sé déng con lai 1a ngudi Kinh, ngudi Hoa va ngudi mot sd
dan toc thiéu s6 khac®.

Trong qué trinh phét trién ctia xa hoi, ngudi Khmer ¢ Viét Nam
khong chi sinh séng trén dia ban 9 tinh, thanh phé thuéc dong bang
song Cuu Long la: An Giang, Bac Liéu, Can Tho, Ca Mau, Hau
Giang, Kién Giang, S6c Trang, Tra Vinh, Vinh Long, ma con dén 1am
an sinh séng & mot sb tinh, thanh phd khac, nhu: Thanh phé HO Chi
Minh, Déng Nai, Ba Ria Viing Tau, Tay Ninh, Binh Phudc, Binh
Duong.

1. Sw du nhap va phat trién ciia Phat gido Nam tong & Viét Nam

Phét gido c6 ngudn gbc tir An D, sau khi Dirc Phat nhap diét mot
thoi gian, Phat gido chia 1am hai phai, theo hai nhom y kién cua Ting
doan Phat gido ltic bay gid. Nhu Puc Phat di day, dé phét trién duoc
dao Phat trong thé gian phai thuc hién khé 1y, khé co, khé thoi, khé xt
(Khé 1y 1a gitr chan 1y, giir gia tri ding khong thay d6i; Khé co 1a van
dung, hiéu va ty cin co cia moi nguodi ma truyén dao, truyén 1y dang
v6i lidu lwong phu hop; Khé thoi 13 xem xét vé thoi gian, thoi diém
ma tmg xtr hop v6i hoan canh; Khé xtr 1a xem xét phong tuc tdp quéan
tung xur tung vung khac nhau ma cé sy gido hoa khong tréi tap quan,
dé duoc chip nhan).

Phdi thir nhat di vé phuong Béc gia lanh, nai cao. Phat gido truyén
theo hudng nay goi 1a Phat gido Béc truyén (hay Phat gido Bic tong).
Do hoan canh séng khé khin, ngudi tu Phat c6 thé dn ngay nhiéu bira,
¢6 luc tuyét roi nhiéu ngay khong duoc an, vi troi gia lanh nén phai
mac vé cady, mang long th,... gidi ludt co sy thay ddi. Gido ly git
nguyén triét Iy Phat gido, gidi luat co thé duoc thay dbi cho phu hop
v6i moi truong séng, hoan canh hanh dao,... nén con goi 1a Phat gido
phat trién. Phat gido Béc tong tir An Do vuot diy Himalaya, t6i Tay
Tang, Trung Qudc, Nhat Ban, Han Qudc, Bic Viét Nam,... trai qua
thoi gian, phét trién v6i nhidu son moén, hé phai rong khap thé gidi
nhu hién nay?.
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Phdi thir hai di vé phuong Nam ning 4m va dia hinh twong ddi
bang phang. Phét gido truyén vé phuong Nam goi 13 Phat gido Nam
truyén (hay Phat gido Nam tong). Phat gido Nam tong, giit nguyén
gidi luat ciia Dt Phat khi tai thé, thuc hién cac giéi va diéu cAm d6i
v6i chu ting xuét gia: Mic y tré vai, ngdy an mot bita khong qua ngo,
chan dit, du tran, ba y mot bat,... Do khong thay doi gidi luat so voi
thoi Dtrc Phat tai thé nén phai nay con duoc goi 1a Phat gido Nguyén
thiry. Phat gido Nam truyén di vé huéng Nam An D6, vuot bién t6i Sri
Lanka, Myanmar, Thai Lan, Campuchia, Lao, Nam Viét Nam (chu
yéu ving dong bang séng Ciru Long). Tin db cua Phat gido Nam téng
& khu vuc dong bang song Ctru Long tuyét dai da sb 1a ngudi Khmer.

Phat gido c6 mit & dong bang song Ciru Long tir rat sém, vao thé
ky thir VI, VII d3 c6 nhitng ngdi chua duoc xay dung & ddng bing
song Ctru Long®. Tir thé ky XVIIIL, XIX dén dau thé ky XX, hau khap
cac phum, soc cta ngudi Khmer déu c¢6 chua thd Phat, sé chua dugc
xdy dung ting dan theo sy phat trién ciia dan s6 ngudi Khmer, cu thé:

Niam 1979, riéng 9 tinh, thanh ph thudc dong bang song Ctru Long
nhu Tra Vinh, Can Tho, Vinh Long, Bac Liéu, An Giang, Kién Giang,
Soc Trang, Hau Giang va Ca Mau c0 trén 400 ngdi chua Khmer.

Tinh chung & 15 tinh, thanh phd c6 nguoi Khmer sinh sbng, s6
chiia Khmer phat trién theo thoi gian cu thé: nim 1997 c6 434 ngoi
chua; ndm 2004 c6 439 ngdi chua; nam 2013 c6 442 ngdi chua; ndm
2019 c6 456 ngbi chua. Trong do, da tinh ngdi chua Khmer ¢ Lang
Van hoa cac Dan toc Viét Nam tai Déng Mo, Ha Noi, xay dung xong
nam 2013. Ngbi chua nay dugc xdy dung theo mé hinh chua
Kh’Leang ¢ thanh phd Soéc Tring, 1a mot trong nhing
ngdi chiia Khmer ¢6 nhat ¢ khu vyc dong bang song Ctru Long voi
lich sir gan 500 tram *.

2. Mjt s6 nét dic trung ciia Phat gidao Nam tong Khmer ¢ Viét Nam

2.1. Sw khac biét cua ngéi chua Phdt giao Nam téng Khmer so
voi cac ngoi chua Phdt giao khac

Ving ddng bang song Ctru Long dd sém co nhiéu toc nguoi sinh
séng va céac ton gido du nhép ciing nhu ton gido ndi sinh c6 kha nhiéu.
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Tuy nhién, Phat gido Nam tong chi c6 nguoi Khmer tin theo. Sau nam
1950 c6 mot s6 chua Nam téng ctia ngudi Kinh (quen goi 1a chiia Nam
tong Kinh), chi c¢6 nguoi Kinh va nguoi Hoa téi chua do, nguoi
Khmer khong sinh hoat trong chua Nam tong Kinh.

Vay tai sao nguodi cac dan tdc khac co tin theo dao Phat nhung
khéng sinh hoat trong chiia Nam tong Khmer? Giai thich vé viéc nay
¢6 nhiéu 1y do, theo Thai Chot, nha nghién ciru vin hoa ngudi Khmer
thi c6 miy 1y do chinh sau:

Thir nhat, chia Khmer do ngudi Khmer xay dung theo mot 16i kién
tric riéng, bai tri tho theo phong cach riéng khac véi Phat gido Bic
tong. Tuong thd duy nhat c6 Dirc Phat Thich Ca, theo phong cach
Nam tong, khac tugng Dirc Phat Thich Ca theo phong cach Béc tong.

Thir hai, su tru tri va cac vi su trong chua Khmer phai la nguoi
Khmer, nén chi néi tiéng Khmer (tir trudc it nguoi biét tiéng Viét va
hién nay nhiéu su Khmer ving huyén Tri Tén, tinh An Giang noi
tiéng Viét chua s6i), su ndi va giao tiép theo ngdn ngir, tip quan ngudi
Khmer nén nguoi cac dan toc khac, du theo Phat gido, dén chua
Khmer s& giap kho khin trong giao tiép.

Thit ba, doi séng nghi 18, cac hoat dong van hoa cua nguoi Khmer
gan chat voi ngdi chua, theo phong tuc, tip quan va niém tin riéng cla
nguoi Khmer, co thé khac véi phong tuc cua cac dan toc khac, bai vay
ma cac dan toc khac kho tham gia sinh hoat trong chua Khmer. Tuy
nhién, ho co thé dén dé tim hiéu thém vé& nét vian hoa, dé van canh dep

cuia nhitng ngéi chua....

2.2. Ngéi chua trong doi song cia cong dong Khmer

Do dic diém riéng vé tinh cong ddng ngudi Khmer, chiia Khmer
tré thanh trung tim cua cong dong trong dia ban mdi phum, sc.
Chtia Khmer 1a noi tin tuéng, chd nuong tiwa cho ngudi Khmer. Theo
Thai Chgt, nha nghién ctru van hoéa Khmer, nhan dinh nay c6 nhiing
CO SO sau:

Thir nhat, chia 1a noi thoy Puc Phat. Nguoi Khmer c6 nhiéu tin
ngudng, nhung ddi véi ho, Ptrc Phat dugc ton kinh nhat, gin chat voi
niém tin va uéc nguyén cia ho tir khi sinh ra cho dén liic chét.
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Thir hai, su tru tri chua va cac vi su trong chua la ngudi tu hanh
theo hanh nguyén cua Puc Phat, Pai dién cho DPuc Phat nén nha su
dugc nguoi Khmer ton kinh, ngudng md va tin nghe 101 n6i cua cac vi
su. Nguoi Khmer danh s ton kinh ddc biét d6i voi e Phat va nha
su. Ngudi con trai khi chwa xudt gia 1a con ctia bd me trong nha. Khi
ngudi con xuit gia trd thanh nha su thi bd, me t6i chua gip su (1a con
trai) phai hanh 1& v&i nha su, boi luc ndy nha su (con trai ho) 1a dai
dién cho Ptrc Phat.

Thir ba, ngodi chua 1a noi gido duc dao dirc nhan cach lam nguoi.
Ngudi Khmer ¢6 quan niém nhiing ngudi dén chia dé hoc va thuc
hanh nhitng diéu tét dep do Birc Phét day, boi viy nén ai ciing phai t6i
chua. D4i voi nam gidi phai qua tu hanh & chua (tiy duyén ma tu ngén
hodc dai thoi gian, it nhét 1a tu tra hiéu cho bd me trong mot td1 ba
thang) thi sau nay trong cac mdi quan hé nhu 1y vo, hoat dong xa
héi,... méi duge cong ddng dan Khmer ton trong, coi 1a nguoi ¢ dao
dtre, c6 hiéu biét phép tic.

Thir tw, chua 1a truong hoc cuia phum, soc vé nhiéu linh vuc. Trong
chta Khmer, tir xa xua da c6 truyén thong cac vi su t6 chirc 16p day
chit cho tré em ngudi Khmer tir 16p thip cho téi 16p cao, dé nguoi
Khmer biét chit Pali doc kinh Phat, hodc c6 chit dé lam viéc xa hoi.
Bao gio thay day “hét chir” thi thoi, 16p hoc & chua goi 1a truong chua.
Khi thay chia nha day “hét chi”, hoc trd mudn hoc cao hon sé& tim
thay “nhiéu chir” hon trong ving, hodc ai c6 diéu kién thi di ra nuéc
ngoai dé hoc. Khi hé théng gido duc qudc dan co trudng phd thong
céc cp, nhung cac truong chia van to chice day cho tré trong phum,
soc hoc ngon ngir Khmer Pali téi trinh d§ sach giao khoa Pali 16p 5,
dé tré em co “vén chir”, tiép d6 cac em téi hoc & trudong phd thong
hodc truong bd tic noi tra danh cho con em ngudi Khmer. Hién nay
Chinh phu, Bo Gido duc va Pao tao co chinh sach khuyén khich va
tao diéu kién vé sach giao khoa, co s& vat chat cho cac truong chiia
day chir Pali cho tré¢ em Khmer.

Thir nam, chua la trung tdm van hoa cua nguoi Khmer, noi tép
trung nguoi trong phum, séc dé hoi hop, sinh hoat cong dong, noi to
chirc nhimng 18 hoi truyén théng. Nhimng chia ¢ diéu kién, thuong co
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bd nhac cia ngudi Khmer phuc vu cac sinh hoat van héa dan tdc.
Trong cong dong, nhiéu ngudi Khmer biét sir dung bd nhac dan tdoc
kha thanh thao. Nhiéu chua c6 ghe ngo, vén dugc lam tir nguyén mot
ciy g6 sao, voi do dai 20-30m, tiy do 16n do dai cua than cay, do 16n
cua chua, noi bao quan va kha nang khéo 1éo lam ghe ngo ctia nguoi
tho. L& hoi dua ghe ngo 1a mot hoat dong vin hoa, thé thao kha doc
dao cua nguoi Khmer ¢ vung song nudc Cuu Long.

Thi sdu, chia Khmer 1a thu vién, 1a bao tang chung ctia cong dong.
Tu rét 1au doi, kinh sach cua nguoi Khmer chu yéu duoc dé tai chua,
ai ¢6 nhu ciu déu c6 thé dén doc, hoc, tra ctru,... doc xong dé 1ai. Boi
thé nhiéu chua Khmer con luu gitr dugc nhitng bo kinh ¢b viét trén 1a
b6i (14 thdt nét) rat co gia tri vé lich str. Trong chia Khmer luu giir
nhiéu hién vat cta nguoi Khmer tur thé hé nay tiép thé hé khac, ngoai
kinh, sach con cac hién vat nhu ban ghé, dd tho, bo nhac, ghe ngo,...

Thir bay, chua Khmer con thuc hién chirc nang 1a tir duong cta céac
gia dinh, cong dong. Ngudi Khmer sau khi chét dugce tra ti (hoa tang),
tro ¢t duoc dua vé thap ¢ chua hodc duoc héa theo di nguyén “than
tir dai vé véi tir dai”. Nghi 18 tuong nhd nguoi than da khuét thuong
duoc nguodi Khmer thuc hién ¢ chua. Chua tré thanh noi gan bo voi
ngudi Khmer tir khi sinh ra, khi song cho t6i khi chét.

Thir tam, chua Khmer 1a noi dao tao ky nang lao dong, sang tao
cho thanh nién Khmer. Chiia Khmer 14 cong trinh doc dao vé nhiéu
mat, tor xa xua vi¢c dung chua dugc cac nha su va ba con trong
phum, soc tu thiét ké, tu xay dung. Kién tric cua ngodi chua vé bd
cuc 1a gan gidng nhau, nhung phéan trang tri va phdi canh tily ning
luc riéng cua ting chua. Chinh vi diéu d6 ma chua Khmer 1a cong
trinh rit doc dao mang dic trung riéng ciia cac phum, séc ngudi
Khmer. Nhitng thanh nién dén chua tu s& tham gia lao dong trung tu,
xay dyng, lam dep ngoi chua, ho dugc cac vi su hodc nhiing Phat tu
khéo tay chi day dé lam ra cac san pham phuc vu ngay cho nhu cau
tai chiia. Dan dan, ho c6 thé sang tao ra nhitng san phém v6i mau ma
dep hon, tién ich hon. Nho sy dao tao d6 ma trong cong dong Khmer
c6 rat nhiéu “nghé nhdn déan gian” gioi nghé thu céng lam tuong,
phu diéu trang tri , v& hoa tiét hoa van,...
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2.3. Vai tro cia Phdt gido Nam tong trong doi séng cia céng
dong Khmer ¢ Vigt Nam

Mdi khi ngudi Khmer giap kho khin, triét Iy Phat gido vé dao dc,
16i séng, niém tin nhan qua va udc mudn twong lai cing v6i hinh anh
va tim guong tu hanh cta nhimg nha su dai dién cho Duc Phat ludn 1a
101 nhic nhé, dong luc dé ngudi Khmer vuot qua chudng duyén, can
béng tré vé véi thuce tai cudce séng.

Giir gin ngon ngit, van hoa Khmer

Nam 1867, thuc dan Phap chiém hoan toan mién Nam Viét Nam.
Sau khi ky cac hiép dinh vé bién gidi, ngudi Phap co chu truong tach
ngudi Khmer Viét Nam ra khoi ngudi Khmer Campuchia, khong dé
cho hai bén lién két v&i nhau, thyc hién Am muu x4m chiém thudc dia
lau dai. Chinh quyén thuéc Phap dd cdm day chit Pali trén dia ban
ddng bang séng Ciru Long, bit hoc chit Phap vdi 1y do thuc hién
théng nhat gido duc & xu thudc Phap. Nguoi Phap dd mé mot sd
truong day tiéng Phap cho con em ngudi Khmer hoc va cim céac chua
day chit Pali. Trudc chu truong nay cua chinh quyén thudc Phap, mot
bd phan nguoi Khmer khong dong tinh va duoc nhidu nha su tng ho
v6i 1y do ngudi Khmer can biét chir Pali dé doc kinh Phat. Nhiéu chua
van day chir Pali cho tré em, nhiéu nha su c6 uy tin phan dbi chu
truong trén bang y kién truc tiép voi chinh quyén thudc Phap. Trude
phan g quyét liét cia cong dong ngudi Khmer, chinh sach dong hoa
ciia Phap d6i v6i ngudi Khmer khong thanh. Tiép tuc thyc hién ly
gian ngudi Khmer Viét Nam véi ngudi Khmer Campuchia, nam 1940
chinh quyén thudc dia Phiap cho mo& chi nhanh Phat hoc vién Nong
Pénh tai Séc Triang (Ba Xuyén cii) dé dao tao Tang su hoc Phat phép,
nhung thyc chit ngdm bén trong 14 dio tao tay sai cho chinh quyén
Phap. Phat hién ra &m muu do, nhiéu nha su da van dong céac vi su
khong dén hoc. Truong c6 nhung diao tao khong hidu qua. Nho c6
tiéng noi ctia cac nha su ma ngudi Khmer dong bang song Ctru Long
khong bi mat ngon ngit, khong bi mat truyén théng vian hoa®.

Tham gia ddu tranh chong My, nguy gianh déc ldp dan téc

Nim 1954, ngudi Phép thua trén chién truong Pién Bién Phu Viét
Nam va phai rat quan khoéi Pong Duong. Thé chan Phap, ngudi My
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nhay vao xam chiém mién Nam Viét Nam. Vung dit nay thay doi tur
thudc dia kiéu cii cua Phép sang thudc dia kiéu méi cua My. DPdi véi
ngudi Khmer ¢ dong bang song Ciru Long, mot thoi ky lich st day
gian khé méi bat dau.

V6i cht nghia thuc dan mai, My chi dao chinh quyén tay sai ding
chinh sach phan hoa, chia dé tri, ding nguoi Viét tri ngudi Viét,... dé
dan ap cich mang, tiéu diét phong trao khang chién. Déi v6i nguoi
Khmer Viét Nam, t6 chitc CIA va céc to chirc tay sai tim cach phan
héa, mua chudc nguoi Khmer lam tay sai cho chinh pht bu nhin bang
viéc 1ap nén cac t6 chic cua ngudi Khmer than chinh quyén nguy,
thue hién nhiém vu chéng pha cach mang nhu td chirc “Khmer Srie”;
Khmer 3K (Khmer, Kampuchia, Khmer mién ha); td chitc Mién vu,..
thong qua su Son Thai Nguyén thanh 1ap gidao phai Theravada than
My dé giam sat, phan hoa ndi by su Khmer. Céc t6 chirc nay hoat
dong nira bi mat, nira cong khai dé ting hd M¥, nguy chéng pha phong
trao cdch mang gianh ddc 1ap dan tc, théng nhét dat nudc.

Trude thue té d6, cac nha su Khmer yéu nudc da ding ra van dong
nhan dan tng h{ cich mang, sit canh cung nhan din ca nudc thuc
hién coéng cudc khang chién chdng ach xam luoc cua dé quéc My va
chinh quyén tay sai. Cling véi cic phong trao cach mang khap mién
Nam, nim 1964 “Hoi Poan két su sdi yéu nudc” cia Phat giao Khmer
ddng bang song Ctru Long dugc thanh 1ap do Pai ditc Son Vong lam
Chu tich danh dy, Pai dtrc Thach Som tryc tiép diéu hanh. Tir t chirc
d6, nhiéu vi su trong Phat gidjo Khmer dong bang song Ctru Long da
kéu goi cong dong Khmer doan két dimg 1én ciing toan dan chong My,
nguy. Nhiéu vi su uu td trong Phat gido Khmer d tro thanh can bo ¢t
can, dang vién, nhiéu ngdi chua trd thanh co sd cach mang, dién hinh
nhu: Pai dtc Hiru Nhem chua Cao Véan, huyén Théi Binh, tinh Ca
Mau trong khang chién chéng My da dam nhan chirc vu Ph Chu tich
Mat tran dan toc Gidi phong mién Nam Viét Nam, kéu goi cac dan tdc
dtng 1én chéng My.

Trong sir vang ctia dan tdc, nhiéu tdm guong cia sur sdi Khmer,
nhiéu ngdi chua Khmer da duoc ghi danh. Pong gop cua cong dong
Khmer Viét Nam cho cong cudc khang chién chong My 1a rat 16n, 11
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nha su Khmer hy sinh da dugc cong nhén 1a liét si, 6 ngdi chua Khmer
da duogc cong nhan 1a di tich lich su’. TAm guong cua bon vi su liét si
da hy sinh vi dao phap va dan tdc trong ngay 10/6/1974 la: L4m Hung,
Danh Hoi, Danh Tép, Danh Hom, nhitng vi tang si ti€u biéu cho su sii
Phat gido Khmer Viét Nam, tron ven sy ga"m bo hai hoa gitra dao phéap
va dan toc, nhiing vi ting si di thip sang truyén théng yéu nudc, tri
diing, bat khuét cua lich sir Phat gido Viét Nam trong phong trao déu
tranh gianh doc 1ap dan toc vao thé ky XX,

Xdy dung va phdt trién dat nude

Sau 30/4/1975, dit nudc théng nhit, Bic Nam quy vé mot mdi,
nguoi dan sdng & ving dat dong bang séng Ctru Long ciing nhan dan
ca nude bude vao cong cude xdy dung dat nudc sau chién tranh. Dat
nudc vua théng nhét, nguoi Khmer Viét Nam lai gap tinh huéng moi,
khi nhan dan Campuchia roi vao thdm canh cua nan diét chung Pol
Pot vao nam 1975-1978. Cac vi su sdai Khmer Viét Nam da du kinh
nghiém, binh tinh dong vién ba con Khmer yén tdm tin tudng rang
Chinh phu s& c6 giai phap t6t nhat dé vuot qua khé khan.

Nam 1980, thuc hién tdm nguyén cua cac bac cao tang trong Phat
gido ca nudc, ngay 13/2/1980, Ban van dong Thong nhat Phat gido
Viét Nam véi dai dién cta 9 t6 chirc, hé phai 16n ctia Phat gido & Viét
Nam lic bay gio duoc hinh thanh. Phat gido Nam tong Khmer Viét
Nam ¢6 dai dién thudoc Hoi Poan két su sii yéu nudc Tay Nam bo 1a
Hoa thugng Chau Mum, giit cuwong vi Pho trudng ban Ban van dong
Thdng nhét Phat giao Viét Nam.

Tir ngay 04 dén ngay 07/11/1981, Pai hoi Théng nhat Phat gido
Viét Nam dién ra tai Thu d6 Ha Noi. T6 chuc chung dai dién cho Phat
gido ca nudc dugc thanh 1ap vai tén goi 1a Gido hoi Phat gidao Viét
Nam. Tir ddy Phat giao Nam tong Khmer cung cac t6 chirc hé phai
Phat gido ca nudc tham gia ngdi nha chung cua Phat giao Vi¢t Nam.
Trong 40 nim qua, nhiéu hoat dong cta Phat gido Nam tong Khmer
gop phﬁn thiét thuc cho su phat trién ctia Phat gido ca nudc thuc hién
tdt phuong cham hanh dao ctia Gido hdi Phat gido Viét Nam 1a “Dao
phdp - Dan tdc - Chu nghia xa hdi”. Trong 40 nam qua, Phat giao
Nam tong Khmer Viét Nam da c6 nhiéu dong gop tich cuc. Bai viét
nay xin dugc néu dién hinh ba déng gop ndi bat:



Bui Hitu Dudc. Phat gido Nam tong Khmer trong doi séng xad hoi... 107

Thit nhdt, gbp phan rt quan trong trong quan hé véi Phat gido
Nam téng qudc t& ma dic biét 1a Phat gido Lao va Campuchia. Viét
Nam c6 Phat gido Nam tong Khmer voi 456 ngdi chua, hon 9.000 vi
su, hién dién tir rit lau & Viét Nam; Phat gido Nam tong Kinh voi
gén 106 ngoi chua, hon 1.756 vi su hinh thanh ¢ Vi¢t Nam vao sau
nam 1940°.

Théng 5/2005, doan cong tac chinh thic dau tién cua Ban Ton giéo
Chinh phu do Vu trudng Vu Phat gido 1am truéng doan (vé phia Nha
nuoc) va Gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam do Hoa thuong Duong Nhon,
Ph6 Chua tich Hoi déng tri sy Gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam dung dau
(vé phia Phat gido) sang thim va trao d6i dé thong nhit viéc ky két
hop tac trong hoat dong Phat gido, thdng qua to chirc Phat gido ciia hai
nudc Viét Nam — Campuchia, Viét Nam — Lao, dé tién toi hop tac
hoat dong Phét gido ctia ba nudc Campuchia - Viét Nam - Lao. Tai
Campuchia, Vua Séi Tep Vong (phai Pai ching) va Vua Sai Bukry
(phai Hoang gia) da tiép va lam viéc véi doan Viét Nam trong tinh
than trong thi véi ddnh gia hét sirc tran trong “nhd ¢ nude Viét Nam
ma nuéc Campuchia dugc hdi sinh. Nho ¢ Phat gido Viét Nam ma
Phat gido Campuchia dugc phuc hdi va phat trién”°. Cac vi su
Campuchia gip cac vi su Nam tong Khmer Viét Nam trong tinh dong
dao, dong toc, ddng ngdn ngit rat than thiét. Tir ddy quan hé Phat gido
Viét Nam v6i Phat giao Campuchia va Lao dién ra rat tot dep, ddc biét
1a voi Phat giao Campuchia trong quan hé trao d6i kinh sach chir Pali,
trao ddi dao tao, giao luu sinh hoat Phat gido ving giap bién gi6i hai
nude, da co nhiéu két qua tich cuc.

Thwr hai, thanh 1ap Hoc vién Phat gido Nam tong Khmer dat tai
Thanh phé Can Tho. Thuc hién Quyét dinh sé 171/QD-TGCP ngay
14/9/2007 ctia Ban Ton gido Chinh pht, Hoc vién Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer dugc thanh 1ap va bude dau dao tao tang sinh ¢ trinh do cr
nhén Phat hoc, khi du diéu kién theo quy chuén duoc dao tao, lién két
dao tao sau dai hoc. Pay la hoc vién Phat gido thir tu tai Viét Nam
(trude d6 1a Hoc vién Phat giao Ha Noi, Hoc vién Phat gido Hué, Hoc
vién Phat gido Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh). Hoc vién Phat gido Nam
tong Khmer dit tai thanh phd Can Tho ¢6 ¥ nghia rat 16n trong dao tao
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tang tai cho Phat gido Nam tong Khmer, khong chi ¢ Viét Nam ma
con mé rong ¢ nhidu nude c6 Phat giao Nam tong. Trude diy, nhiéu
vi st Khmer muén hoc trinh dd ¢t nhan va trén cir nhan Phat hoc phai
dén Campuchia, Myanmar hoidc cac nudc co dao tao cho ting sinh
Phét gido Nam tong, vira mat thoi gian, vira tén kinh phi. Nay c6 Hoc
vién Phat giao Nam tong Khmer, thuc hién dao tao Phat hoc, déng
thoi gop phén dao tao nang cao tri thurc, dao tao nhan luc,... cho khu
vuc dong bang séng Ciru Long, 1au dai phdi hop véi cac hoc vién Phat
gido trong va ngoai nudc thyuc hién nghién ctru khoa hoc Phat gido,...
Trai qua 15 ndm tur khi thanh 1ap Hoc vién, mac du con nhiéu kho
khan, song, dugc sy giup do cua Gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam, dac
biét 1a ba hoc vién di trude vé vat chat, vé giang su, vé kinh nghiém t6
chtre day va hoc; su quan tim gitp d& cta nha nudc cic cip, su ung
hd cua su tang va Phat tor gﬁn xa, véi nd luc rat tich cuc cua Hoa
thuong Vién truéng Danh Nhimng, Dao Nhu cing Hoi dong lanh dao
Hoc vién, Hoc vién da c6 su phat trién vé nhiéu mat, vat chat, doi ngil
giang vién, chuong trinh giang day, hgp tac dao tao, hop tdc nghién
clru,... dé timg budc dap Gmg yéu cau dio tao va hoc tip, md ra tuong
lai phat trién 1au dai®’.

Thir ba, dau tranh véi cac thé lyc loi dung tinh nhay cam trong
quan hé dan toc, ton giao nham kich dong, gdy mat doan két, mat on
dinh trong nhan dan, su sai Khmer va gitra hai nudc Viét Nam,
Campuchia. Xuét phat tur mbi quan h¢ chung bién gidi, déng dan toc,
ddng ton gido, ddng ngdn ngit gitra ngudi Khmer Viét Nam va nguoi
Khmer Campuchia, sau chién tranh bién giéi tir 1975-1978, tinh hinh
an ninh bién giéi gilta hai nudc tam on dinh. Tuy nhién, do nuéc
Campuchia nhiéu dang phai nén thudng xay ra nhirng hoat dong phirc
tap, tao ap luc, ha uy tin dang cam quyén. Hoat dong nay dugc tiép tay
tir nhitng thé lyc bén ngoai voi Am muu ha uy tin cta ca Viét Nam va
Campuchia dé muu loi nham gay anh hudng trong khu vuc. Vi du mot
su kién kha dién hinh gﬁn day, vao thoi diém nam 2012, mot vi su
nghe xdi giuc tir bén ngoai da tung tin vu céo chinh quyén Viét Nam
dan ap Phat gido Khmer, nham gay réi & mot ngdi chiia thudc tinh Séc
Trang. Vu viéc nay da duoc su try tri chua phat hién va giai quyét on
dinh. Thang 10/2014, hai vi nguoi Khmer ndi tiéng Viét, xung 12 su &
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Tra Vinh, 1én tiéng t6 cdo ho bi chinh quyén Viét Nam dan ap phai
chay sang Campuchia. Dé phan déi chinh quyén Viét Nam, mét trong
hai vi ndy véi y 4o, bd dang nha su Khmer, di dbt co Viét Nam trén
d4t Campuchia va kéu goi quéc té can thiép. Su viéc trd thanh van dé
néng trong thue hién chinh sach tdn gi4o va 6n dinh an ninh bién gidi
ciia Viét Nam - Campuchia, dugc nhiéu nganh quan tim nhu ngoai
giao, an ninh, ton giao,...

bé cong khai chéng lai viéc gia danh, doi 16t xuyén tac cua cac
phén tr xéu, Hoa thugng Thach Sok Xane, Phé Chu tich Hoi déng tri
su Trung wong Gido hdi Phat gido Viét Nam, Trudng ban Tri sy Phat
gi4o tinh Tra Vinh, Tru tri chiia Ang, phuong 8, thanh phé Tra Vinh
da lén tiéng vé su viéc, 1am rd mot sd van dé nhu sau:

1. Hai vi nhén la su thudc Phat giao tinh Tra Vinh, ¢ hanh dong
ddt co Viét Nam & Campuchia, d6 1a hai vi gia su, Phat gido Tra Vinh
khong c6 hai vi do.

2. ba 1a nha su thyc hién tir trong an thi khong ¢6 vi su & bat cir nudc
nao di dét co TO qubc, ngudi dbt cd T6 qubc 1a nguoi khong co dao,
khong hiéu dao Phat, diéu nay cang khang dinh d6 khong phai 14 su.

3. Pé nghi chinh phu Campuchia, xt 1y theo phap luat Campuchia
vo1 nguoi loi dung dat Campuchia dé thuc hién hanh vi trai dao 1y ton
gido, nham kich dong, gdy mat doan két hai qudc gia.

Sau khi phat biéu cua Hoa thuong Thach Sok Xane duoc phat
song va gui cho 1anh dao Phat gido Campuchia thi hai vi gid su im
lang va cham dit vu cdo Viét Nam. Viéc xir ly méau thudn nhu vay
da tao hiéu qua cao trong ngoai giao, ddi ngoai t6n gido, dé lai bai
hoc rat thiét thuc.

Két ludn

Lich st dan toc Khmer ¢ dong bang song Ciru Long trai qua rat
nhiéu thang tram. Trong mdi budc ngodt cua lich sir, Phat gido Nam
tong Khmer véi vai tro quan trong 1 chd duya tinh than, 1a ngon dudc
dan t4i giac ngod, da gitp cho moéi nguoi dan Khmer cing nhau doan
két cong dong, vuot qua nhitng khé khin dé xdy dung cudc séng hanh
phtc ¢ hién tai va tuong lai.
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Ngay nay, doi sdng cua ngudi dan Khmer dong bang song Ciu
Long dugc ning cao vé moi mit. Phat gido Nam tong Khmer ¢ dong
bang séng Ctru Long 1a mot hé phai 16n va cé vi tri quan trong trong
td chuc Gido hoi Phat giao Viét Nam, di va van tiép tuc vi thé cua
minh trong doi séng cua cong dong Khmer va cong ddng Phat gido ca
nuée, doan két chung sirc chung long cing Gido hoi Phat gido Viét
Nam thyc hién tot phuong cham hanh dao: Pao phap - Dan tdc - Chu
nghia x4 hoi, xtmg dang 1a Phat gido yéu nu6c hé qudc an dan.l.
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Abstract

THERAVADA BUDDHISM OF THE KHMER
IN SOCIAL LIFE IN VIETNAM

Bui Huu Duoc
Institute of Beliefs and Religions,
Ho Chi Minh National Academy of Politics

The history of the Khmer people in the Cuu Long River Delta
experienced many vicissitudes. In that process, Theravada Buddhism
of the Khmer has played an important role as spiritual support, a torch
that lights the way to enlightenment, unity the Khmer people to
overcome difficulties to build a happy life. Today, the life of the
Khmer people in the Cuu Long River Delta has been improved in all
aspects. Theravada Buddhism of the Khmer has held its status in the
Khmer community, in the Vietnam Buddhist Sangha, and in the
sentiments of Vietnam. The article indicates the contributions of
Khmer Theravada Buddhism in the development of the Khmer
community in Vietnam in particular and social community in general.

Keywords: Theravada Buddhism; Khmer community; Cuu Long
River Delta.



