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HOAT PONG TU THIEN - GIA TRI TON GIAO TRONG VIEC
GIUP PO CONG PONG CUA TiN PO PAO CAO PAI O
PONG BANG SONG CUU LONG

TOm tdt: TOn gido Vi muc tiéu hiedng con ngueoi dén gia tri
chan, thién, my... da cé nhitng tac dong dang ké dén céc hanh
Vi Ciia con nguweoi, dac biét 1a hoat dong tir thién nham chia sé,
gilip d& khi cong dong gdp khé khan. Qua nghién ciru triong
hop tin d6 Cao Pai ¢ ving Pong bang séng Cizu Long, bai viét
xdc dinh niém tin tén gido tac déng manh mé dén hoat dong tir
thién cuia ho. DU kinh té gia dinh tin do c6 thé khé khan, nhung
vigc lam tur thién luon dwoc thuc hién. Muc dich khong chi
gilp ich cho céng dong x& héi ma con mang dén tinh thién my
VA si tich phuéc cia tin dé Cao Pai. Bang nguon dir liéu thyc
té tai cong dong tin do Cao Pai cac Héi thanh: Cao Pai Tién
Thién, Cao Pai Ban Chinh Pao, Cao Pai Minh Chon Dao,
Cao Pai Minh Chon Ly, bai viét phan tich hoat déng tir thién
cua tin do va xem dé nhw mét gia tri cua ton gido trong viéc
gilip dé, chia sé véi cong dong xa héi khi gap nhieng khé khéin
trong cugc song.

Tir khoa: Pao Cao Pai; tir thién; dong bang séng Ciru Long.

Dan nhap

Pao Cao Pai xuat hién & khu vuc Nam B6 cua Viét Nam vao nira
dau thé ky XX, va dugc xem la ton gido noi sinh tai khu vic nay. Tén
gido nay nhanh chéng phat trién vé sé luong tin dd, va pham vi anh
huong ngay mot rong, khdng chi ¢ mot vai tinh thanh Nam B6 ma
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phét trién trén toan khu vuc Nam Bo, lan rong ra mién Trung, mién
Bic, va xuat hién trong cong dong ngudi Viét & mot sé qudc gia, nhu:
Campuchia, My, Phap, Canada, Australia... .

Hién nay, theo két qua cua cudc tong diéu tra dan sé va nha ¢ nam
2019 Dao Cao Dai ¢6 556.234 tin d6?, vai 11 t6 chiic duge Nha nudce
cdng nhan tu cach phap nhan®. Tai khu vuc Dong biang séng Cuu
Long, dao Cao Pai ¢ 8 t6 chirc dit trung wong gido hoi, gom: 1) Cao
bai Tién Thién; 2) Cao Bai Minh Chon Ly; 3) Cao Dai Minh Chon Dao;
4) Cao Dai Ban Chinh Pao; 5) Cao Dai Chiéu Minh Tam Thanh V6 Vi:
6) Cao Dai Chiéu Minh Long Chau; 7) Cao Pai Bach Y Lién Poan; 8)
Cao bai Viét Nam (Binh buc).

Quan diém ctia Cao Pai 13 con nguoi hién dang séng trong thoi ky
mat Kiép, nén chiu nhiéu kho dau, muén vuot qua sy dau khd nay, con
nguoi can phai tu va thuc hién con duong tam lap, gom: 1) Ldp dirc
(dung su thuwong yéu dé ciru rdi chdng sinh), 2) Lap cdng (dem suc luc
va hiéu biét cia minh dé phuc vu nhan sinh) va 3) Ldp ngon (noi
nhiing 15i chan that, chinh déng, dao duc dé cho ngudi nghe phat tam
tu hanh)*.

“Ky ha nguon nay, chinh Thay (Ngoc Hoang Thuong dé) dén do
cic con va an xa cho cac con tu that dé. Chi co lap duc, 1ap cong va
lap ngdn, tu chan luyén tinh tai gia ma cac con duoc dic qua, nhu thé

sung suéng dudng bao ma cac con chua chiu tu™.

Véi con duong Tam lap néu trén, Ldp céng duoc xem 1a yéu tb
mang tinh nhép thé, ctru doi cua dao Cao Pai. Tin dd thé hién phuong
cach lap cong bang ba hinh thirc 14 cdng phu, céng qud va cong trinh.
Trong d6, cong qua dugc thuc hién nham hudng dén su gitp doi, gitap
ngudi (gitp khé trg nghéo). Mdi ngudi tiy theo kha ning, chuyén
moén cia minh ma ¢6 nhitng viéc lam cong qua phu hop. Gia tri ctua
cong qua thé hién & long thién nguyén, su hy sinh, sé chia... Trong
d6, su chia sé duoc biéu hién cu thé qua hinh thtrc 1am tr thién nham
gitip kho, tro nghéo cua cong dong tin dd Cao Dai dé hudng dén dicu
nhan, nghia.
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“Néu nhan loai biét thuong yéu long diy dao dirc xem nhau nhu
con mot Cha, anh em mot nha, biét chia com xé 4o, biét yéu ai voi
nhau, gén b6 thuc hién nhan nghia cho ra that tudng thi may thay cho
nhan loai duoc luat Thién diéu giam nhe”®.

Chinh tir quan diém nay, cong dong tin d6 Cao Pai ndi chung va &
khu vuc Bong bang séng Ciru Long néi riéng luén chi tam dén cong
viéc tir thién cua ho. Ho 1am tur thién voi nhiéu hinh thuc, nhu: dong
gop kinh phi cuu trg nhiing gia dinh khé khan trong thién tai, dich
bénh, xay nha tinh thuong, sta cau, dap dudng, phong phudéc thién,...

Bai viét dua trén nguon dit liéu (dinh tinh va dinh luong) cua dé tai
Su tiwong tdc giira hoat dong ton gido véi hoat déng kinh té & khu virc
Tay Nam B¢ trong giai dogn hién nay (md sé: 603.05.2019.01) do
Ngd Thi Phuong Lan 1am chu nhiém dé phan tich vé hoat dong tur
thién cta cong dong tin d6 dao Cao Pai ¢ viing Pong bang séng Ciru
Long. Trong d6, dir liéu dinh lugng dugc phan tich tir 100 bang hoi
gia dinh theo nguyén tic chon miu dinh mac (quota), va di liéu dinh
tinh duogc sir dung tir 10 cudc phong van sau (3 cudc caa chirc Sic tén
gido va 7 cudc cua cac gia dinh tin dd). Noi dung cua bai viét tap
trung vao hoat dong tir thién cua cong dong tin dd Cao Pai va xem do
nhu mot gia tri cua ton gi&o trong viée gitp dd, chia sé véi cong ddng
x& hoi khi gap nhitng kho khan trong cudc séng.

1. Hoat dng tir thién cia tin d6 Cao Dai

Theo bao cdo cua cac hoi thanh va t6 chirc Cao Dai trong Khoi
Lién giao Cao Pai’ tir nim 2009 dén nam 2020, tong kinh phi hoat
dong tir thién trong thoi gian nay la 343,43 ty déng. Tinh riéng trong
dot dai dich Covid-19 vao nam 2020, cac hgi thanh va t6 chic Cao
Dai trong Khéi Lién giao nay di déng gop cho Uy ban Trung wong
Mt tran T6 qudc Viét Nam véi tong kinh phi la 69,8 ty dong®. Tinh
riéng Hoi thanh Cao Pai Tién Thién & Bén Tre, tong kinh phi lam ti
thién trong 5 nam (tr ndam 2016 dén nim 2020), 1a 70,6 ty dong; Céc
hoi thanh khac, nhu: Ban Chinh Pao, Minh Chon Pao, Bach Y Lién
Poan Chon Ly, Minh Chon Ly, T6 Binh Chiéu Minh Tam Thanh V6
Vi,... kinh phi thyc hién tur thién trong thoi gian ndy cia mdi hoi
thanh ciing tir 25 ty dén trén 50 ty dong®. Céc hoi thanh co duogc
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ngudn kinh phi nay la do su dong gop cua cong dong tin dd cua dao
Cao DPai & khu vuc Bdng bang séng Ciru Long. Tin do tryc tiép dong
gop tai co s¢ ton gido, nhu: Théanh that, Thanh tinh... ¢ dia phuong noi
ho sinh hoat hoic truc tiép dong gop tai hoi thanh mdi khi vé hanh I8
tai day.

Két qua khao sét biang bang hoi cua ching toi cho thiy, trong nim
2019 vira qua, tit ca gia dinh (100 gia dinh) duoc hoi déu c6 thuc hién
viéc dong gop tir thién. Tuy nhién, tuy theo diéu kién kinh té cua mdi
gia dinh ma sd tién dong gop khac nhau. Ho dong nhiéu nhat 13 5 triéu
ddng va it nhét 12 50 ngan dong.

Két qua phan tich cu thé cho thiy, ¢ 4 ho dong tir 3 dén 5 triéu
ddng; 11 ho dong tir 1 triéu dén dudi 3 triéu; 16 ho dong dudi 100
ngan; 17 ho dong tir 100 ngan dén dudi 1 triéu dong va 52 ho dong tir
100 dén dudi 500 ngan dong. Két qua phan tich ciing cho thiy, nhitng
ho tu danh gi4 1a kha hodc giau thuong c6 mic dong gop nhiéu hon.
Nhitng gia dinh ty danh gia 1a giau thuong cé mic doéng gop tir 3 triéu
ddng tro 18n; gia dinh kha gia dong & mac tr 500 ngan dén dudi 3
triéu dong; gia dinh ty nhan 1 du an thuong déng xoay quanh con sd
tir 100 ngan dén dudi 3 triéu dong, trong d6 s6 ho dong trong khoang
tr 100 dén 500 ngan ddng l1a nhiéu nhat; con nhitng ho nghéo kho,
thudong dong & muc dudi 100 ngan dong.

“Thuwong thi gia dinh khd gid sé 1am tir thién nhiéu, vi 1am
an co dw nén cung phai chia sé, tich chut cong dirc; con
nhitng gia dinh khé khan thi ldy ddu ra ma déng gop
nhiéu, c6 gép dieroc 1a tot roi” (Trich PVS. Nguyén Vin H.
52 tudi, & Bén Tre, nim 2019).

“Chl thdy dé, gia dinh t6i thuéc hé nghéo ma, nhung
khdng vi vdy ma khong gop tr thién, minh bst mét chit dé
lam tor thién ciing khong sao, ciing d@é Thay, Me® thdy tam
long cia minh” (Trich PVS. Tran Hitu A. 56 tudi, ¢ Ca
Mau, ndm 2020).

Kinh phi l1am tir thién cua cac gia dinh nay xuat phat tir nhiéu
ngudn khac nhau. Trong d6, nhiing gia dinh kha gia hoic giau
thuong 14y loi nhuan tir hoat dong kinh té dé 1am tir thién. D4i voi
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nhitng gia dinh da an hodc nghéo kho, ho tich cop tir nhidu ngudn,
nhu: tiét kiém tir gia dinh, tiét kiém chi tiéu cua gia dinh hodc do con
chéau cho. Noi dong gop tir thién cua tin ¢ Cao Dai 1a to chuc ton
giao cua ho. Ngoai ra, ho cling dong gop cho hoi doan, cho ca nhan
ty di quyén gop nhung sé lwong khong nhiéu. Chu yéu van 1a dong
gop tai cac co s& sinh hoat ton gido, nhu: Thanh that, Thanh tinh,
Hoi thanh..., vi cho ring, co s& tén gido s& sir dung ding muc dich
s6 tién ma ho dong gop.
“Quy anh Ién' ludn lam tron bon phdn cuia minh, sé
khong siz dung nguon tién ter thién ndy vao nhing viéc sai
Muc dich, vi néu 1am sai sé by téi nang lam. Minh la tin do
binh thwong ma con biét diéu dé, huong gi quy anh I6n
trong dao lai khdng biét” (Trich PVS. Phan Thi N. 62 tudi,
& Bén Tre, nim 2019).

“Chiing t6i thuong c6 chiwong trinh va ké hoach rd rang
trong viéc kéu goi dong gép tir thién. Sé tién thu bao
nhiéu, chi vao viéc gi déu c6 ghi lai cu thé, co ching tir
thu chi d@é 1am bang, va cé cong khai trong méi cugc hop;
hon nita ddy la cong viéc Cua dao khong dwoc lam sai,
néu khdng sé mang tgi nang” (Trich PVS. Thuong T.P., 54
tudi, chuc sic cia mot Hoi thanh Cao Dai, ndm 2020).
Céc hoat dong tir thién phd bién trong cong dong tin Cao Dai ¢ khu
vuc Bong bang séng Cau Long hién nay bao gom:
Phong thuéc nam mién phi
Pay duoc xem la hoat dong tir thién tiéu biéu cia dao Cao Dai.
Hau nhu & cac Thanh that, Thanh tinh cua dao Cao Pai tai khu vuc
Pong bang séng Ctiru Long déu c6 phong thubc nam dé tham kham,
chira tri va phat thuéc mién phi cho nguoi dan trong khu vire. Pao Cao
Dai goi day 1a phong thude phudc thién. Cac phong thude nay déu co
tu cach phap nhan dé hoat dong. Poi ngii lwong y 1am viéc & céac
phong thubc da phan 14 tin d6 Cao Dai, gitip viéc cho nhimng nguoi
nay la nhimng tin ¢6 am hiéu vé cay thuéc nam. Ho gitip cac lwong y
béc thude theo don ké. Pé cd thé duy tri dwoc phong thude, tin db cia
dao cling nhau di tim va khai thac cac cdy thudc trong khu vuc, 6 khi



Huynh Ngoc Thu. Hoat déng tur thién - Gid tri ton gido trong viéc ... 131

di xa ca tram kilomet dé tim nhitng cay thudc; ngoai ra, ho con dong
g6p kinh phi d& mua nhiing loai thudc qui hiém vé chira tri cho bénh
nhan mic cac can bénh hiém nghéo, nhu: so gan ¢b truéng, ung thu,...
Nhitng bénh nhan dén thim khdm déu dwoc mién phi, doi khi con
duoc hd trg chd nghi néu ¢ xa... Trao d6i vé6i ching tdi, mot luong y
cling 1 tin d6 caa dao cho biét, day 1a chirc trach cua ho, khong chi 1a
chuc trach cia mot thay thudc, ma con 1a chac trach cia mot tin do
can phai chia sé sy kho khin véi cong dong. Nhitng ngudi duoc chira
tri khéng phan biét nguodi Cao Dai hay bén ngoai, chi can ho dén véi
phong thudc xin chira tri, doi ngii luong y sé& gitip d& theo tinh than
cua dao (Trich PVS. Nguyén Vin H, 51 tudi, & Ca Mau, nim 2020).

Phét qua tur thién va com tur thign

Day ciing 1a cong viéc thudng xuyén cia dao Cao DPai nham gop
phan giup d& nhitng gia dinh kho khin hodc nhiing ngudi bénh tat
dang nam chira tri trong cac bénh vién. Qua tir thién dugc phét vao céc
dip 1, tét hoic mdi khi cong dong xa hoi gap phai thién tai, dich
bénh... Khao séat cua ching tdi cho thay, tat ca cac co sé dao cua ton
gido nay déu thuc hién viéc phét qua tir thién. Mdi phan qua thuong co
gia tri tir 300 dén 500 ngan dong. S6 lwong phan qua nhiéu hay it tly
thuoc vao ngudn kinh phi tir thién c6 duoc cia cac co sd tai dia
phuong. Ngoai ra, cic co s& dao con to chirc ndu com tir thién cho
ngudi nha va bénh nhan dang diéu tri & cac bénh vién thudc tuyén
huyén va tinh.

Tro tdng

bay ciing 1a hoat dong thuong xuyén cua dao Cao Pai. Ho thuc
hién cac nghi thiac hoan toan mién phi cho céac gia dinh c6 tang, con
chu cdp mién phi quan tai va cac vat dung can thiét dung trong dam
cho nhiing gia dinh nghéo khé trong cong dong, khong nhat thiét phai
1a nguoi trong dao. Nguoi ngoai dao khi c6 yéu cau ciing duoc trg
gitip nhu nguoi trong dao Cao Pai. Cong viéc nay dién ra thuong
Xuyén trong tat ca cac co s cua ton giéo nay.

Bén canh d6, mot vai Hoi thanh Cao Pai ¢ ving Bdng bing séng
Cuu Long con xay nha tinh thwong cho ngudi nghéo. Mic di, sé nha
dugc xay dung khdng nhiéu, mdi nam khoang vai cin nha, nhung
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cling ndi 1én duoc cdng tac tir thién cua ton gido da thé hién trong vén
dé gidp kho, tro nghéo, mong mudn dem dén sy an vui cho nhitng gia
dinh kho khan.

“Pao Cao Pai cing chu trong dén viéc xay ding nha tinh
thwong, nhung vi tin dé ciing nhw dao ¢ khu vuc nay
ngho, nén sé tién d@é xay dung nha tinh thirong khéng
nhiéu, c6 gang ldm ciing chi dwoc vdi cdn, so véi C&c ton
gido khdc thi khéng la gi, nhung ciing la sw €6 gdng cua
da0” (Trich PVS. Thai H.T, 62 tudi, chuc sic caa mot Hoi
thanh Cao Pai, nam 2020).

T6m lai, tat ca ngudn kinh phi dé hoat dong cho cong tac tir thién
nay déu do sy dong cua cong dong tin dd. Ho trich tir loi nhuan trong
hoat dong kinh té, hoic tir viéc tiét kiém trong cac khoan chi tiéu cua
gia dinh ciing nhu 14y tir s tién ma con chau giup d& ho dé lam tir
thién. Ho thuong gop kinh phi tir thién vao t6 chic ton gido noi ho
sinh hoat. Ho tin twong s tién nay dugc st dung muc dich vi nhiing
ngudi 1am tir thién trong ton gido déu la chuc sic duoc moi ngudi ton
trong vi dao dtrc ton gido cua ho.

2. Gia tri ton gido dwoc thé hién qua hoat dong tir thién

Viéc dong gop kinh phi tir thién caa tin do dao Cao Dai c6 thé xem
la trach nhiém va bon phan cia méi tin d6 dbi véi cong dong xa hoi.
Piéu nay dugc khang dinh trong gi4o Iy cua ton gido 13 “biét thuong
yéu... xem nhau nhu con mdt Cha, anh em mot nha, biét chia com xé
40,...7%2. Vi vay, tat ca tin d6 cua ton gido nay, di nghéo hay giau déu
dong gop kinh phi cho hoat dong tir thién. S6 tién nay duoc ding vao
cac cdng viéc nhu ung ho su kéu goi ctia Uy ban Trung wong Mt tran
T6 qudc Viét Nam, hoic truc tiép phat qua tir thién cho nhitng gia
dinh gdp kho khan, thién tai, dich bénh, cho hoat dong cua phong
thudc nam mién phi & cac co s, ...

Hoat dong tir thién nham hudéng dén viéc chia sé su kho khan khi
cong dong xa hoi gap phai. Pay chinh 1a tinh than nhap thé cua dao va
cling la gi& tri cua ton gido nay khi cung tham gia va&i nha nuéce trong
viéc giup d& cong dong.
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Bén canh d6, hoat dong tir thién con dem dén loi ich tinh than cho
cong ddng tin dd ton gido nay. Theo giéo ly cua Cao Pai, viéc dong
g0op, gitip d& cong ddng bang hoat dong tir thién 1 hinh thuc tich dic
va xay dung cdng qua cua ho. Nhing viéc 1am du 16n hay nhoé néu
dem dén loi ich cho cong ddng x4 hoi, cho sy phét trién cua dao déu
duoc xem 14 hinh thirc xay dung c6ng qua cua tin do. Khi 1am cong
qua, doi hoi ngudi thuc hién phai xuit phét tir 1ong thién nguyén,
khong vi su dén dap. Cong qua s& dugc dang thiéng chitng nhan. Cong
qua cang 16n, két qua pham vi dat duoc cang cao. Vi vy, tin dd Cao
Dai rt chu tam dén cong viéc nay. Ho c6 thé 1am cong qua véi nhiéu
hinh thic. Trong do, dong gop tur thién dugc xem la mot trong nhirng
hinh thtrc quan trong dé hudng dén viéc xay dung cong qua cua tin do.
Vi véy, gia dinh tin d6 du nghéo hay giau ciing déu thuc hién. Bén
canh do, tin d6 con tham gia vao nhiing cdng viéc lién quan dén ton
gido nhu dén co sé ton gido dé quét don, tu sira, cham soc cay canh,
chiam so6c nhang dén trén ban tho, phu Viéc ndu an trong nhiing ngay
18, tham gia héi thudc tir thién... Cac cong viéc nay luén duoc lam
mot cach tu nguyén. Khéng chi ban than tu 1lam ma con kéu goi nguoi
khac cung lam dé cing xay dung cong qua. Viéc kéu goi ngudi khéc
cung 1am véi minh cling 1a hinh thirc cdng qua cua chinh minh. Trong
tam cong cua dao Cao Dai, néu xét v& mat thé hién, cong qua duoc
xem la quan trong trong viéc gitip dao, giup doi, va c6 thé xem do 1a
cach thuc quan trong dé dat duoc pham vi tét dep ¢ noi thiéng liéng
cua ho. Cong qua duoc xem la yéu té hang dau, 14 tidu chi dé xac dinh
cong nghiép cta nguoi hanh dao. Vi vay, tin d6 Cao Dai luén cha
trong vao cong viéc nay. Ho thuong khong tiéc cong st va tai luc cua
minh cho viéc cdng qua caa ho. Xét & goc do ton gido, cdng qua dem
dén gia tri vé mat tinh than, gilp nang cao vi thé va uy tin trong ton
gido cua mdi tin dd. Con xét vé khia canh x4 hoi, cdng qua bang hinh
thirc tir thién 1a sy gidp sic cho cong dong xa hoi, gilp cong ddng
cung vuot qua nhitng kho khan khi gap phai nhimg diéu khdng may
man trong cudc séng.

Vi vy, c6 thé néi, hoat dong tir thién ndi riéng va lam cong qua noi
chung cua cong dong tin dd Cao Dai 1a gia tri ton gido quan trong,
gilp cho cong dong x& hoi vuot qua nhitng kho khin trong cudc séng
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dé hudng dén sy tt dep hon. Gia tri nay ludn dugc tin d6 xem trong
va thuc hién trong doi song dao cua ho.

Két luan

Pao Cao Dai & Pdng bang sdng Ciru Long 13 mot trong nhiéu ton
gido c6 su anh hudng 16n dén doi séng kinh té, vin hoa, x3d hoi cua
cong dong cu dan tai day. Ton gido nay di mang dén cho cong dong
cu dan & khu vuc nay nhiéu gié tri, khdng chi céc gia tri lién quan dén
doi séng tin than ma con c6 nhing gié tri lién quan dén doi séng xa
hoi. Gi4o ly cua ton gido nay ludn chi trong dén viéc chia sé, giup d&
cong ddng x4 hoi, va tin do cua ton gio ludn tuan thu theo gido 1y dé
thue hién. Cu thé 1a viéc dong gop tién tur thién dé thuc hién cac cong
viéc nhu tham kham chita bénh mién phi (phong thudc nam tai cac co
so ton gido ¢ dia phuong), phat qua tur thién, com tur thién, trg tang,
x4y nha tinh thuong, stra duong, l1am cau,...

Lam tir thién cua tin do Cao Pai khong chi gop phan vao viéc chia sé
su kho khan cta cong ddng xa hoi, gilip cong dong x& hoi cing phat
trién, ma con 1a hinh thirc xay dung cong qua cia ho d& hudng dén
pham vi tot dep & noi thiéng liéng trong ton gido. D6 cling chinh 1a gia
tri quan trong ma tén gido nay xay dung nén. Gié tri d6 da dem dén loi
ich & ca hai khia canh 1 gitp d& cong dong xa hoi va nang cao vi thé
trong ton gi4o ciia mdi tin do. Chinh diéu nay lam cho tin d6 Cao Pai
chd trong thuc hién tir thién cua ho trong suét nhiéu nam qua & khu vuc
Ddng bang séng Ctru Long nai riéng va ca nudce néi chung. /.
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Abstract

RELIGIOUS VALUES - CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES
TOWARDS THE COMMUNITY OF CAODAISTS IN CUU
LONG RIVER DELTA

Huynh Ngoc Thu
University of Social Sciences and Humanities, VNU-HCM
Religions, with the goal of directing people to the values of truth,
goodness, beauty, have had a significant impact on human behavior,
especially charitable activities to help when the community. Through
a case study of Caodaists in the Cuu Long River Delta, the article
shows that religious faith strongly influences charitable activities. The
purpose of charity activities is not only to help the community but also
to bring good fortune to Caodaists. Based on the actual data sources of
the Caodaist churches such as Cao Pai Tién Thién, Cao Pai Ban
Chinh Pao, Cao Dai Minh Chon Pao, Cao Pai Minh Chon Ly, this
article analyzes charitable activities of believers and identifies these
activities as a value of religion in helping the community facing
difficulties.

Keywords: Caodaism; charity; Mekong Delta; Vietnam.



