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SU CHUYEN BIEN CUA PHAT GIAO NAM TONG KHMER
O TAY NAM BQ HIEN NAY

Tém tit: Pa s6 nguoi Khmer & Viét Nam theo Phdt gido Nam
téng, song tdp trung chii yéu & cdc tinh Nam B, Phdt gido
Nam téng la tén gido gdn b6 mdt thiét véi dan toc Khmer, tré
thanh ton giao cua dan toc Khmer o Nam B¢ Viét Nam. Tuy
nhién, tir khi budc vao thoi ky déi méi dat mede (1986) dén nay,
nhitng thay doi vé doi song kinh té-xa héi, chuyén sang phdat
trién nén kinh té thi truwong, dwoi tac dong cua toan cau héa,
cua cuoc cach mang khoa hoc cong nghé, ciing nhw chinh sdach
t6n gido doi méi cia Pang va Nha mede, Phdt gido Nam téng
Khmer dang cé sw chuyén bién khd nhanh, dién ra trén nhiéu
phuwong dién, tir truyén théng tu tdp, ddi ngii chirc sdc, sw
chuyén dao, dén vi thé, vai tro ciia hé phai trong Gido hoi Phdt
gido Viét Nam. Badi viét nay trinh bay sw chuyén bién trong sinh
hoat tén gido truyén thong, dgi ngii chirc sdc, nha tu hanh, su
chuyén déi dirc tin tén gido ciia mot bé phdan nguoi Khmer theo
Phat giago Nam tong tai cac tinh vung Tay Nam B¢ trong nhitng
nam gan day.

Tir khéa: Chuyén bién; Phdt gido Nam tong; ngwoi Khmer; Tdy
Nam Bo.

1. Khai quat vé Phit gido Nam tong Khmer & ving Tay Nam Bj

Nguoi Khmer 1a mot trong nhitng toc ngudi co6 mat sém tai vung
d4t Nam B0, ho 1a hau dué cua nhting chd nhan cua nén van hoa Oc
Eo, qubc gia Phi Nam c6 dai. Nhimg nghién ctru gan day cho thdy,
ngudi Khmer tir ving Bién Ho (Luc Chén Lap) di cu xubng ving dat
Nam B tir thé ky VIII. Sau khi vuong quc Phi Nam tan rd, ngudi

* Vién T6n gi4o va Tin ngudng, Hoc vién Chinh tri Quéc gia H6 Chi Minh.
Ngay nhan bai 18/10/2021; Ngay bién tap: 19/3/2022; Duyét dang: 12/7/2022.
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Khmer tiép tuc di cu xudng dat Nam B9, hop huyét véi ngudi ban dia
tré thanh nguoi Khmer Nam B ¢ nhiéu diém khac biét voi ngudi
Khmer Campuchia. Qua trinh di cu hinh thanh toc ngudi Khmer gin
lién v6i qua trinh du nhap va phat trién Phat gido Nam tong Khmer &
ving dat Tay Nam Bo Viét Nam.

Theo s6 liéu téng diéu tra dan sb va nha ¢ nam 1999, dan s Khmer
c6 1.055.174 nguoi, trong d6 c6 1.038.876 nguoi, chiém 98,39%
ngudi Khmer trong ca nuéc & cac tinh TAy Nam Bo?. Nam 2009, ci
nuoc co6 1.260.640 nguoi Khmer, 452 chua, trong d6 co6 1.183.476
ngudi Khmer & Tay Nam B9, voi 445 chua®. Nam 2019, dan s6 ngudi
Khmer ¢ 1.319.652 ngudi, chiém 1,371% dan sb, ding tht 5 trong
53 dan toc thiéu s6 & Viét Nam?, trong d6, 1.206.059 ngudi theo Phat
gido Nam tong, chiém 91,39% ngudi Khmer, riéng tai cic tinh Tay
Nam B6 c6 1.141.241 ngudi, chiém t6i 86,48% ngudi Khmer trong ca
nude, tap trung chi yéu ¢ 9/13 tinh, thanh phd®.

Bang thong ké tin d6 Phit gido Nam tong Khmer?®

Dan s Dén s6 Khmer
TT | Tinh, thanh | chung Ngwoi | Tylé%DS | Phatte | TyI1e%DS
(ngudi) Khmer chung Khmer Khmer
01 Soc Trang 1.199.653 362.029 30,17% 362.029 100%
02 Tra Vinh 1.009.168 318.231 31,53% 317.203 99,67%
03 Kién Giang 1.723.067 211.282 12,26% 210.899 99,81%
04 An Giang 1.908.352 75.878 4,75% 75.878 100%
05 Bac Liéu 907.236 73.968 8,15% 68.677 92,84%
06 Ca Mau 1.194.476 26.110 2,18% 25.056 95,96%
07 Hau Giang 733.017 18.467 2,51% 18.467 100%
08 Vinh Long 1.022.791 22.630 2,21% 22.630 100%
09 Can Tho 1.235.171 19.683 1,59% 19.683 100%
10 Long An 1.688.547 9.980 0,59% 9.980 100%
11 Tién Giang 1.764.185 1.269 0,07% 1.269 100%
12 Pdng Thap 1.599.504 713 0,04% 713 100%
13 Bén Tre 1.288.463 1.001 0,07% 1.001 100%
Cong (1) 17.273.630 1.141.241 6,60% 1.133.483 99,32%
TP Hd Chi 8.993.082

14 Minh 50.422 0,56% 24.268 48,12%
15 Binh Phuéc 994.679 19.315 1,94% 17.159 88,83%
16 Binh Duwong 2.426.561 65.233 2,68% 15.435 23,66%
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17 Tay Ninh 1.169.165 9.932 0,84% 7.158 72,07%
18 Dong Nai 3.097.107 23.560 0,76% 4572 19,40%
Ba Rja - 1.148.313
19| Ving Tau 4015 0,34% 3.984 99,22%
Cong (Il) 17.828.907 172.477 72.576 42,49%
R o 5.482.681 Khong xac | Khong xac
20 Tay Nguyén 2.962 0,05% | dinh dinh
Nam Trung 9.274.083
21 Bo 2723 0,03%
Mién  nui 12.532.866
2 phia Bic 655 0,02%
Pong bing | 22.543.607
2| B Bo 6 0,001%
Bic Trung | 10.913.210
2% Bo 370 0,003%
Caong (Ill) 60.746.447 7.126 0,01% - -
Tong cong (I+11+11) 96.208.984 | 1.319.652 1,37% 1.206.059 91,39%

Bang théng ké trén cho thdy, ngudi Khmer tap trung chi yéu &
khu vuc Tay Nam B¢ (chién 86,48%), nhiéu nhét 1a & cac tinh: Soc
Trang (362 ngan nguoi), Tra Vinh (318 ngan nguoi), Kién Giang
(211 ngan nguoi), An Giang (75 ngan nguoi), Bac Liéu (73 ngan
nguoi), Ca Mau (26 ngan nguoi), Hau Giang (18 ngan nguoi), Vinh
Long (22 ngan ngudi), Can Tho (19 ngan ngudi). Tiép d6 1a khu vuc
Pong Nam B ciing chiém mot ty 1& dang ké voi 172 ngan nguoi,
chiém 13,06% nguoi Khmer trong ca nudc (ting 43% so voi nim
2009, cha yéu 1a ngudi di cu tir cac tinh Ty Nam Bo trong nhiing
nim gan day), nhu Thanh phd HO Chi Minh (50 ngan ngudi), Binh
Phudc (19 ngan nguoi), Binh Duong (65 ngan nguoi), Tay Ninh (9
ngan nguoi), Pong Nai (23 ngan nguoi) va Ba Ria-Ving Tau (4
ngan ngudi). Chi ¢6 0,53% s6 nguoi Khmer song & cac khu vuc
khéc, trong d6 Tay Nguyén (hon 2.900 nguoi), Nam Trung B¢ (hon
2.700 nguoi).

Phat gido Nam tong Khmer di gin bo bao doi nay véi ngudi
Khmer, nhung gio diy dd c6 nhimg chuyén bién. S6 luong ngudi
Khmer ¢ Tdy Nam B¢ c6 xu huéng giam (do di cu dén noi khac),
nhung s lugng nguoi ty nhan minh 13 tin do Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer lai ¢6 chiéu hudng gia ting. Theo thdng ké ctia Ban Chi dao
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Tay Nam B9, ndm 2015, khu vuc Tay Nam Bg c6 1.197.935 nguoi
Khmer, trong d6 c¢6 1.052.895 nguoi theo Phat gido Nam tong, chiém
87,9% nguoi Khmer trong ving, véi 443 ngdi chua, 201 Salatel, 7.827
su sai (gé)m 66 hoa thuong, 102 thuong toa, 1.584 dai duc, con lai la
Sadi), 5.701 thanh vién ban quan tri chua’.

DPén nam 2020, ca nude co6 1.206.059 ngudi theo Phat gido Nam
tong, chiém 91,39% dan s6 ngudi Khmer, voi 7.036 su sii, 465 ngoi
chua, c¢6 mat tai 63 tinh, thanh phé trong ca nudc. Riéng khu vuc Tay
Nam B ¢6 1.141.241 nguoi theo Phat gido Nam tong, chiém 86,48%
dan s6 nguoi Khmer trong ca nude, trong d6 ¢6 1.133.483 ngudi theo
Phat gido Nam tong, chiém 99,32% dan s6 nguoi Khmer trong khu
vuc, 6.807 su sai, 445 ngdi chua. Nhu vay, chi trong vong 5 nam
(2015-2020), s tin d6 Phat gido Nam tong 13 ngudi Khmer & Tay
Nam B¢ da ting 1én 11,42% dan s6. Nhung sy chuyén bién 16n nhét
ctia Phat giao Nam tong Khmer lai dién ra & truyén thng tu tap, su sai
va su chuyén ddi dure tin ton gido cia mdt by phan nguodi Khmer.

2. Sw chuyén bién ciia Phat gizdo Nam tong Khmer hién nay

2.1. Sw thay déi vé quan niém va truyén théng tu hoc ciia tré em
nam nguwoi Khmer theo Phdt giao Nam tong

Theo truyén thdng cua nguoi Khmer theo Phat gido Nam tong, tat
ca tré em trai khi dén tudi (12 dén 19 tudi) phai vao chua tu tap mot
thoi gian. Ho c6 thé tu theo ba hinh thirc: tu bao hiéu, tu tra 1& va tu
sudt doi. Trong d6, tu bao hiéu (trude 20 tudi bao hiéu me, sau 20 tudi
bao hiéu cha), 1a mot tuc 1é bat thanh vin ma moi tré em nam trong do
tudi (trude day tir 6-7 tudi) déu phai vao chua tu tap mot thoi gian (it
nhét 14 3 nam). D6 1a méi truong vira hoc dao vira rén luyén tu dudng
ban than, hinh thanh nhan cach, hoc van hoa (hoc tiéng Khmer va chir
Pali-Nam Phan dé hoc kinh dién Phat gido Nam tong), hoc nghé, kinh
nghiém song do cic su sdi hay cac Achar truyén day. Boi vdy trude
day, ngudi Khmer luén khuyén khich con em vao chua tu hoc. Ngudi
nao khong tu hoc trong chua s€ bi cong déng phum, séc di nghi, bi coi
la nguoi chua trudng thanh.

Tuy nhién, quan niém d6 ngay nay di c6 su thay d6i ca vé noi dung
13n hinh thirc tu tap. Trude hét, da sé thanh, thiéu nién Khmer hién
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nay khong con giir dugc tp tuc vao chua tu hoc. Diéu nay thé hién 16
s6 lwong su sii trong cac chiia ngdy cang giam manh. Nam 1975, binh
quan mdi chua c6 29 su sdi; dén ndm 1992, giam xudng chi con 16
su/chua. Nam 2000, sb su sii tang 1én, binh quan 19,5 su/chua; nam
2018 binh quan mdi chua c6 18,3 su sdi va 2021, binh quan chi co
15,19 su/chua. Tai tinh So6c Trang, binh quan hién c6 20,6 su/chua;
tinh Tra Vinh 28,34 su/chua; tinh An Giang 10,75 su/chua; tinh Kién
Giang 11 su sdi/chua®,... Tai tinh Kién Giang, trudc day nhiéu chua co
vai trim su sii’, nhung hién nay con rat it, thAm chi c6 chua chi c6 1
su tru tri, nhu chua Ké Mot (huyén Vinh Thun)®°. Day 13 hién tuong
chua timg dién ra ddi v6i cac chiia Khmer ¢ Kién Giang noi riéng,
trén dia ban cac tinh Tay Nam B no6i chung. Co6 tinh trang trén 1a do
tré em ngudi Khmer khong vao chua tu nhu trude dy. Qua théng ké
2.000 ting sinh ctia Ban Tén gido Chinh pha vao nim 2019 cho thiy,
ty 1€ vao chua tu hoc chi c6 7,8% gidi tré dudi 18 tudi, 87,4% tir 18
dén 30 tudi va 4,8% trén 30 tu6itl. Nhu vay, s6 tré em nam nguoi
Khmer vao chua tu theo truyén thng c6 rat it. Pa sb cac ting sinh
duéi 18 tudi 1a con nha nghéo hodc tré em khong noi nuong tya, vao
chua tu tap 1am chén nuong than.

Sw thay doi vé hinh thirc tu tdp. V& thoi gian tu tap, thay vi phai
vao chua tu tdp ba nam hodc it nhat mot nam, thi gio ddy nam gigi
ngudi Khmer chi vao chia tu mot ngay hay mot tudn, tham chi nhiéu
thanh thiéu nién bo khong vao chua tu tap. Sau nay khi co diéu kién,
ho c6 thé vao chua tu tra 18,

Tu tra 1€ 14 hinh thirc di tu tdp mdi va duoc gido hoi chip nhan, da
tré nén pho bién & ving Tay Nam Bo. Hinh thirc tu tip nay danh cho
nhitng ngudi khi con tré (dudi 20 tudi) khong cé diéu kién vao chua tu
hoc bao hiéu cha me theo tmyén théng, khi c6 diéu kién vao chua tu
“tra 18”. Ngoai ra, nhitng ngudi bi bénh tat hay gip tai nan khi khoi
bénh ciing ¢6 thé vao chua tu tra 18. Nguoi tu tra 18 ¢6 thé vao chua tu
mot ngay (theo kiéu tu bat quan trai, mot ngay an lac cta Phat gido
Bic tong), hodc tu mot tuan, thuong vao dip 1& Chél Chnim Thmay,
hodc 18 cau an tai phum, s6c. Hinh thirc tu tra 18 nay budc nguoi tu
phéi hoan tuc.
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Nguyén nhan chu yéu din dén tinh trang tré em nguoi Khmer bo tu
hoc theo truyén thdng, trudc hét 1a do diéu kién kinh té-xa hoi, doi
song, trinh d6 dén tri ciia ngudi Khmer ngay nay dd c6 nhiéu thay doi,
mé ra nhiéu co hoi cho thanh nién lya chon hon, ho quan tam nhiéu
hon dén doi séng kinh té, dén su nghiép cua ban than hon dén doi
song ton gido. Hon nita, vai trd cia ngdi chiia va doi ngii su sdi Khmer
da suy giam, khong con 1a noi doc quyén cung cip tri thirc nhu trude
day, hé thong gido duc phd thong di thay thé truong chua trong viée
trang bi kién thire, trinh do dan tri cho nguoi Khmer. Nhin chung, doi
song tu hanh khong con strc “hap dan” ddi véi da sb thanh nién nguoi
Khmer nira.

Vé nguyén nhan thanh, thiéu nién nguoi Khmer bo 16i tu truyén
thong, mot nha su Nam tong Khmer 1y giai nhu sau: “tam 1y thanh nién
Khmer hién nay mubn dugc tham gia rong hon vao thanh qua do tién
bo x4 hoi dem lai. Ho mudn duoc ra ngoai phum soc hoc tap, tiép can
khoa hoc k¥ thuat, nép séng hién dai. Mat khéc, cung séng chung véi
thanh nién Viét, Hoa, nén thanh nién Khmer khong muén vi viéc tu ma
chiu cham co hdi tién bd, hoc hanh... Vi vay, vai 16p tré Khmer, mot sd
vi giir gin tap tuc truyén thong nén da vao chua tu mot thoi gian ngan, it
ngudi ¢ chiia hon mot nam. Mot s6 thanh nién Khmer lai khong vao
chua tu ma tim kiém co hoi dé thoat ly khoi phum soc, tiép can vdi cudc
song bén ngoai. Nhiéu gia dinh Khmer ¢ Ty Nam B6 da roi bo phum
soc dé di noi khac sinh sdng hodc dinh cu & nudc ngoai. Pidu nay thé
hién rd diéu kién kinh té noi ho sinh séng khong dap ung dugc nhu cAu
sinh hoat, nén ho quyét dinh rdi bd cai ndéi minh sinh ra, roi bo vin hoa
ban sic 1au doi dé muu sinh véi cude sdng*2.

2.2. Sw chuyén bién vé dpi ngii sw sdi va cach thirc tu hanh

Trude hét, sw thiéu hut doi ngii su sai dan dén tinh trang tré hoa suw
tru tri chiia dién ra phé bién. S6 lugng su sdi suy giam, tinh trang tré hoa
dién ra nhanh do bi dut gdy, thiéu nguoi tu tap. T sau ndm 1975, doi
ngii su sdi Nam tong Khmer c6 xu huéng giam manh. Nam 1975, s6 su
sai theo Phat gido Nam tong Khmer & Nam B¢ c6 12.151 nguoi, nam
1985, giam xudng con 8.246 ngudi. Pic biét, dén nam 1992 giam xudng
chi con 4.012 nguoi'®. Tir nam 2000 dén nay, sb lugng su sdi ngudi
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Khmer tiép tuc giam manh, nguoc lai, doi ngli ting, ni cua phai Bic tong
va Khit sy lai ting rdt manh®®. Nam 2000 ca nu6c ¢ 8.719 su sii ngudi
Khmer. Dén niam 2012 giam xudng con 8.574 ngudi. Nam 2018, giam
con 8.260 nguoi, co mit tai 19 tinh, thanh phd trong ca nudc!®. Tinh dén
thang 6/2021, tong s6 su sdi Phat gido Nam tong Khmer c6 7.036
nguoit®, giam 1.224 sur sii, tic 12 gidm 14,81% so voi nim 2018.

Thong ké sw sdi Phit gizo Nam tong Khmer qua cac nim'’
Nam Nam tong Nam tong Khit si Bic Tong Tong sb
Khmer Kinh
Swsai | Tyl6 | Sw | Ty | Su | T91¢% | Susa | TyI6
% | sai | 16% | sai %
1972 | 16.620
1975 | 12.151 10.802
1985 | 8.246 55,00 15.000
1992 | 4.016 25,45 245 1,55 11.516 73,00 15.777
1997 | 7.687 26,70 1.870 6,50 19.221 66,76 28.787
2002 | 9.976 27,32 2.354 6,44 21.606 59,70 36.512
2007 | 8.919 20,04 | 345 0,77 | 2.954 6,63 32.625 73,31 44.498
2012 | 8.574 18,36 | 805 1,72 | 3.285 7,03 34.062 72,93 46.699
2017 | 8.574 15,89 | 1.754 | 3,25 | 4.984 9,23 38.629 71,61 53.941
2021 | 7.036 12,98 | 1.754 | 3,23 | 5.284 9,75 40.095 74,01 54.169

Hon nita, s6 s sdi xudt gia tu hanh suét doi chiém ty 1é thap va sé
nguwoi xudt gia hang ndm khéng nhiéu. Nam 2014, su sdi Phat giao
Nam tong Khmer c6 8.574 nguoi, trong d6 co 1.643 ngudi duoc cip
chtng nhan tu si, 216 nguoi cap chimg nhan tho gidi. Sau 4 nam, dén
nam 2018, chi c6 thém 56 ngudi dugc gidy ching nhan tu si, nang 1én
tong s6 1.699 tu si va 217 nguoi co gidy chimg nhan tho gi6i. Trong
6 thang dau nam 2021, ciing chi ¢6 12 su sdi Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer dugc ching nhan tu si, trong khi c6 tdi 456 ngudi phai Bic
tong va Khét si duoc cdp chimg nhén tang, ni'®,

S6 luwong su sai Khmer giam ngoai thiéu ngudn cung (tu bao hiéu),
con do nhiéu nguyén nhan khac, nhu vai trd cia su sii giam sut ddi
v6i nguoi Khmer. Trude day, su sdi hau nhu 1a nguoi doc quyén cung
cép, tmyén thu cho nguoi dan Phat phap, tri thic, chuin muc dao dirc,
16i séng dén nghé nghiép, thi gio day, da bi cac luc lugng xa hdi khéc
thay thé, vai tro ctia cac su sdi chi con lai trén phuong dién ton gido.
Nhung ngay ca trong linh vuc ton gido, doi ngii su séi ciing con nhiéu
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diém yéu, phén 16n ho con tré, trinh d¢ Phat phép han ché, kinh
nghiém séng khong nhiéu, nén uy tin d6i véi tin 6 khong cao. Ngoai
ra, con do tinh trang di cu va chuyén sang theo ton gido khac.

S6 heong sw sdi giam dan dén tinh trang thiéu va tré héa cdc tru tri
chlia. Do bi dut gay, mot thoi gian dai khong duoc ddo tao, it ngudi tu
tap, nén sb ting si Khmer nhiéu tudi giam dan, mot s6 chua khong c6
try tri budc phai diéu ting si Khmer tir noi khac dén. Sy tré hoa doi
ngil ting si tao ra duoc tinh niang dong, c6 nhiéu diéu kién va dé& tiép
xuc voi cac thanh tyu khoa hoc k¥ thuat, nhay bén véi nhitng cai mai
pht hop vé6i xa hoi hién dai. Nhung do thiéu kinh nghiém, vbn sdng,
trinh d6 phat phap chua cao ciing 1am giam vai tro cua su sai ddi véi
Phat tir nguoi Khmer. Hon nira, sy thiéu doi ngll su sai cling han ché
dén viéc tu luyén, hoc hanh nang cao trinh do Phat phap, thé hoc cua
ho, vi phai danh nhiéu thoi gian, cong stc phuc vu tin d6 véi sé luong
dong dao. Trinh do thé hoc va Phat hoc cua doi ngti su sai Nam tong
Khmer d4 nang 1én dang ké, song nhin chung con thap hon so v&i mat
bang trung trong gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam? hién nay.

Xudt hién cdc tu nit-mot hinh thirc tu tap moi cua Phat giao Nam
tong Khmer. Trong thoi gian gan ddy da xuat hién hién tuong méi, d6
1a viéc nhiéu phu nir ngudi Khmer xudt gia tu hanh?%. Tinh trang nay
da dugc Gido hoi thira nhan. Noi quy cua Ban Tang sy Trung wong
Gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam (2018), quy dinh: “Tu nir Phat gido Nam
tong Kinh, Nam tong Khmer 1a nhiing ngudi nit Phat tir xuat gia, tu
hoc theo truyén thong cua Phat gido Nam tong va khong phai 1a ty
kheo ni” (Piéu 15)%%. Du hién tuong ndy méi xuét hién va theo gidi
luat, ho chi dimg lai ¢ bac Sa di ni (giit 10 gi6i)?%, nhung dbi v6i Phat
gido Nam tong Khmer, day 1a mdt hudng di méi mé, mo ra co hoi cho
nir gi¢i ngudi Khmer c6 diéu kién xuat gia tu hanh, pha v& doc quyén
ctia nam gidi trong h¢ phai nay.

Nhitng chuyén bién trong 16i tu hanh truyén thong, xudt hién 16i
khdt thirc méi ciia sw sdi Nam téng Khmer. D6i véi hé phai Nam tong
(ca Khat si), khit thyc 12 mot phap mén, mot phuong tién ctia nguoi tu
hanh, n6 tr& thanh mot truyén thdng cia tu si Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer. Truéc ddy, cac su dang tu hoc hang ngay di khét thuc quanh
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phum, soc tir sang som dén trudc gio Ngo giita trua. Tuy nhién, 16i
song tu hanh truyén théng nay dang c6 sy thay ddi, chuyén bién, xuét
hién hinh thirc mé&i hodc c6 noi mat han. Hién tuong nay xuét hién
cing véi su ra doi cta truong B tic van hoa Pali trung cAp Nam Bo
(Séc Trang), ndm 1994. Cac tang sinh trong truong khong di khat thuc
hang ngay nita, ho co ché do riéng do Nha nude chu cip. Con & nhidu
noi, nhat 1a & thanh phd, cac su sdi da bo han khét thuc, nha chua tu
tac lwong thuc hodc hang ngiy nhan thirc dn tir cic wen® mang vé
chuia, chia déu cho moi ngudi. Mot sé dia phuwong ving Ty Nam B
cac su sdi van duy tri khét thuc, tuy khong nhiéu, va ho c6 thé nhén ca
tién (trudc kia didu nay bi cdm).

2.3. Tinh trang chuyén déi ton gido ciia mét by phin ngwoi
Khmer o Tay Nam By

Phat gido Nam tong Khmer 1a t6n gido truyén thong ctua dong bao
dan toc Khmer, tré thanh yéu td cbt 16i ctia nén van hoéa dan tdc
Khmer, tuyét dai da s6 nguoi Khmer 14 tin @b ctia Phat gido Nam tong.
Tuy nhién, do nhiéu nguyén nhén, nhét 13 thoi gian gan day da co mot
bd phan nguoi Khmer chuyén sang theo cac t6n gido khac, nhu: Phat
giao Bic Tong, Kht si, Cong gido, Tin Lanh,...

Theo s6 liéu ctia Ban Dan van Trung wong, tinh dén thoi diém cudi
nam 2005, toan vung Tay Nam Bo c¢6 gan 1.000 ngudi Khmer d6i
sang theo dao Tin Lanh va Cong gido (chu yéu la dao Tin Lanh)®.
Pén nam 2009, Ban Chi dao TAy Nam Bo cho biét, toan vung co
3.064 nguoi Khmer theo dao Tin Lanh va Cong gido (Cong gido 1.448
nguoi, Tin Lanh 1.616 nguoi), trong d6 c6 02 muc su, 04 truyén dao
va 27 chap su 1a nguodi Khmer?. Theo Uy ban Dan tdc, tinh dén nam
2017, 6 Tay Nam B9 c6 4.433 nguoi Khmer theo cac ton gido khac,
Tin Lanh 2.153 nguoi, Cong gido 2.186 nguoi, Cao Dai 78 nguoi,
Baha’i 34 nguoi”?’. Tuy nhién, sb lidu trén chua bao gdm s6 nguoi
Khmer theo Phét gido Bac tong va Khét si. Tai tinh Kién Giang, tinh
dén thoi diém nam 2017, da c6 18.924 ngudi Khmer theo céac ton gido
khac, Phat gido Bac tong va Khat si: 17.810 nguoi, Tin Lanh: 562
nguoi, Cong gido: 422 nguoi, dao Cao Dai: 54 nguoi, Tinh do Cu si
Phat hoi: 43 nguoi, Phat giao Hoa Hao: 33 nguoi®. Tinh dén ngay
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1/4/2019, c6 7.418 nguoi Khmer theo cac ton gido khac (Cong gido
4.463 nguoi, Tin Lanh 1.362 nguoi, Phat gido Hoa Hao 711 nguoi,
Cao Dai 645 ngudi, Hoi gido (Islam) 109 ngudi, Minh Su dao 54
ngudi, Balamén 34 nguoi, Baha’i 15 nguoi, TG an Hiéu Nghia 12
nguoi, Co ddc Phuc Lam 6 nguoi, Tinh d§ Cu sy 4 nguoi, Marmon 3
nguoi, Biu Son Ky huong 2 nguoi, Minh Ly dao 1 nguoi va Phat gido
nghia Ta Lon 1 nguoi)®. Su xuit hién cac t6n gido néu trén da hinh
thanh cac cong dong t6n gido-tdc nguodi (Khmer) méi & mot sd tinh
mién Tay Nam B9, nhu cong dong Phat gido Béc tong Khmer, Cong
giao Khmer, Tin Lanh Khmer.

Déi véi Cong gido, theo thdng ké cua Gido hoi, nim 2015 Gido
phan Can Tho® c6 2.887 gido dan ngudi Khmer, 341 gido dan ngudi
Hoa®!. Hién nay, cong dong ngudi Khmer theo Cong gido & tinh Soc
Trang c6 3.480 tin dd, sinh hoat tap trung tai ba gido xu: Gido xu
Trung Binh, huyén Tran Dé (993/1.800 gido dan 1a nguoi Khmer),
gido xtt Pai Tam, huyén Chau Thanh (1.260 tin d6 ngudi Khmer)® va
gido xtr Viét kiéu Thanh Giuse, khom 5, phuong 9, thanh phd Soc
Trang c6 100 gia dinh véi 430 gido dan®. Hau hét nhiing ngudi
Khmer theo Cong gido & Soc Trang la ngudi Khmer lai nguoi Hoa
hodc nguoi Viét, nhidu ngudi trong sé ho khong biét noi tiéng Khmer.
Cong dong nguoi Khmer theo Cong gido ¢ Tra Vinh ¢6 120 tin d6 &
ho dao Hoa Lac, 4p Hoa Lac, huyén Chau Thanh, ciing chu yéu la
ngudi Khmer lai ngudi Viét, nguoi Hoa. Nhin chung, cic cong dong
nguoi Khmer theo Cong gido xudt hién tir lau va kha on dinh. Cong
gido da hoi nhap vao nén vin héa Khmer, Viét, Hoa, nhat 1a trén
phuong dién kién trac, 4m nhac.

Péi v6i dao Tin Lanh, ndam 2015 c6 2.195 tin do nguoi Khmer &
9/13 tinh, thanh phd trong khu vuc®. Dén nam 2019, ting 1én 2.253
ngudi, nhu: tinh Kién Giang: 885 nguoi; tinh Soc Tring: 675 tin do;
tinh Tra Vinh: 339 tin d9, tinh Bac Liéu: 316 tin 45, Ca Mau: 173 tin
d6, Hau Giang: 158 tin d6, thanh phd Can Tho: 118 tin do, Vinh
Long: 20 tin d6 Tin lanh nguoi Khmer®®. Pao Tin Lanh mic du du
nhap vao ngudi Khmer sau, s6 luong tin d6 it hon Cong gido, song da
¢6 chirc sic ngudi Khmer. Pidu d6 ching to rang, dao Tin Lanh rat
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quan tim dén viéc dao tao gido si ngudi tai chd lam nong cbt cho luc
lwong truyén gido.

Viéc mot bd phan ngudi Khmer chuyén dao, ngoai nguyén nhan do
hoat dong truyén giao, duoc hd tro vé vat chat, tinh than, do su han
ché cta Phat giao Nam tong, con c¢6 nguyén nhan tir chinh nguoi
Khmer. Phan 16n nhimg nguoi Khmer chuyén dao, doi dao sang ton
gido moi, 1a nhitng nguoi Khmer lai, nén ‘can tinh’ toc nguoi Khmer
mo nhat, do d6 ho dé dang chuyén dao, d6i dao hon nhu nhirng nguoi
Khmer gbc. Ciing c6 mot bo phan 1a ngudi Khmer nghéo khd, it hoic
khong ¢ co hoi (trinh do thap, khong nghé nghiép, khong co tu liéu
san xudt, phai di lam thué kiém séng) hoi nhap véi cong dong, khong
¢6 diéu kién tham gia sinh hoat chung (1& chuia) v6i cong ddng dan cu
trong phum, soc nén dan dan rdi xa va it rang budc véi cong dong, do
d6 ho dé b dao.

Tinh trang nguoi Khmer chuyén dao, doi dao di s6 luong khong
nhiéu, ciing chua gdy ra xung dot 1on nhu & Tay Nguyén, Tay Bic,
nhung ciing cho thay Phat gido Nam tong Khmer khong con cd két
bén chit, thuan nhat nita. Sy hinh thanh céc cong dong ton gido nguoi
Khmer méi ndy bén canh cac cong dong ngudi Khmer truyén thong
rat d& co thé nay sinh nhing bt ddng, mau thuin dén xung dot mang
tinh x4 hoi, 1am mat an ninh trat ty x3 hoi can duoc quan tAm.

Ngoai nhitng chuyén bién trén, Phat gido Nam tong Khmer hién
nay da c6 nhiéu thay do6i. Trudc hét, sau 40 nim trong ngdi nha chung
cua Gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam, Phat gido Nam tong Khmer da thuc
s hoi nhap, c6 chd dimg riéng theo truyén théng biét truyén cta hé
phai va khang dinh duoc vi thé ctia minh trong Gido hoi (d6i ngil su
sdi tham gia ngay cang nhiéu va giir chtic vu quan trong trong Gido
héi tr trung wong dén co s&; hinh thanh td chire: phan ban, phan vién,
tiéu ban), chuyén trach hé phai trong gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam;
cong tac dao tao tang tai da hinh thanh hé théng gido duc hoan thién
(so cap, trung cip, cao dang, dai hoc Phat gido Nam tong Khmer); doi
ngt su sai tich cyc tham gia cong tac xa hoi, nhét 1a hoat dong tur thién
nhan dao, khac han truéc day. Hoi Poan két Su sii yéu nudc dugc
cting cb, phat trién, da dang hoa mé hinh phi hop véi diéu kién cta
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tung dia phuong, xac dinh dugc chirc nang, nhiém vu cua minh, thu
hat ngay cang dong dao khong nhirng tu si ma ca Phat tir tham gia va
duoc thyc té thira nhan.

3. Mot s6 nhén xét

Nhitng chuyén bién, thay dbi ctua Phat gido Nam tong Khmer & Tay
Nam B néu trén, ngoai nhiing nguyén nhan khach quan, céc nhan té
tr bén ngoai tac dong, su hd tro ciia Nha nude, Gido hoi, co ban van
do su chuyén bién cua Phat gido Nam tong va ngudi Khmer.

Trude hét, su thay ddi hinh thtc tré em nam vao chua tu tap theo
truyén thong voi thoi gian kéo dai, bang cach bo hoic chuyén sang
hinh thirc tu “tra 187, 1a mot tin hiéu tich cuc cho théy nguoi Khmer
theo Phat gido Nam tong dam luoc bo hay thay dbi nhing tap tuc
truyén thong khi n6 khong con phii hop, tham chi can tré sy phat trién,
dé thich tng, phu hop v6i da phat trién chung cua thoi dai. Viée
chuyén sang hinh thirc tu “tra 18” ¢6 thé xem nhu sy sang tao méi
trong viéc “tai tao truyén théng” can thiét, vira gitr duoc nét truyén
thdng, nhung dong thoi 1am cho 16i séng dao trd nén don gian hon,
phu hop véi diéu kién thyc cta doi sdng hién dai.

Doi ngil su sdi ngay cang suy giam vé sd luong cho thiy vai tro
ciia Phat gido Nam tong dang co su thay d6i trong doi sdng ngudi
Khmer ciing nhu xu hudng phat trién chung cta thoi dai. Phat gido
van s& giit vai tro quan trong trong doi sdng tdm linh, t6n gido va doi
séng vin hoa, tinh than, xa hoi ciia ngudi Khmer, song cong ning x4
hoi ctia ngdi chuia va vai trd cua tang 16p su sii c6 nhiéu thay d6i cho
pht hop véi xa hoi hién dai. Ngoai chirc ning von c6 14 noi sinh hoat
ton gido cua cong dong, chua Khmer s& 1a noi sinh hoat vin hoa
cong dong, noi luu gifr, bao ton, phat huy cac gia tri van hoa truyén
théng, ngon ngit, chir viét dan toc, trong do su sai 1a lyc lugng nong
cdt, tién phong trong linh vyc nay. Su tré hoa doi ngil su sdi c6 thé
c¢6 nhimng han ché vé kinh nghiém séng, trinh d6 chua cao, giy ra
nhiing kh6 khan nhét thoi, song v&i tinh nhanh nhay, séang tao, nam
bat tri thire khoa hoc, ho s& 14 nhan té c6 tinh quyét dinh dén sy phat
trién cia hé phai va vai tro ctia Phat gido Nam tong trong doi song
dong bao Khmer.
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Su thay ddi, tham chi 1a bo tuc khat thue cia doi ngil su sai la mot
tin hiéu co tinh tich cuc cho thiy Phat gido Nam téng dang d6i moi
manh mé 161 séng dao phu hop véi xa hoi hi¢n dai. Hon nira, tuc 1¢
nay hién nay dang bj mot sé nguoi loi dung, bién tuéng anh hudng
xAu dén cac su sdi. Sy xuat hién tu nit nguoi Khmer va dugc Giao hoi
thira nhan cho thiy nhiing thay doi cta Phat gidao Nam tong Khmer,
mé ra co hdi cho nhimg phy nit ¢6 co duyén xuat gia tu hanh.

Tuy nhién, nhitng chuyén bién, thay d6i ctua Phat gido Nam tong
Khmer ciing boc 16 nhitng yéu té can dugce quan tAm. Tinh trang mot
bd phan ngudi Khmer chuyén dao theo ton gido khac 1a mot van dé
binh thudng, cin duoc nhin nhan khach quan, nhung cin quan tdm
khong dé xay ra mau thuin giita cic cong dong ton gido khi song
canh nhau.

Doi séng dong bao dan toc Khmer, nhét 1a & ving sau, ving xa,
bién gidi, hai ddo con nhiéu kho khan, ty 1€ ho nghéo, can nghéo con &
mirc cao. Mit khac, do van con chiu sy chi phdi boi gido 1y ciia Phat
giao Nam tong, tu tudng thu dong, trong cho, y lai cua mot by phan
ngudi Khmer di trd thanh vat can trén con dudng phat trién. Ty 1é tin
db Phat gido Nam tong Khmer mu chir va tai mu khé cao, trinh do dan
tri thép. Van con mot bo phan nho su sii, Phat tir Nam tong Khmer
chua nhan thirc dung vé vang dat Nam B9, vé chu quyén qudc gia, cac
thé luc thu dich van tim cach loi dung van dé ton gido, dan toc, khoi
lai cac van d@ lich str, 16i kéo, kich dong tin dd, chirc sic nguoi Khmer
chéng pha cach mang, can néu cao tinh than canh giac.

Pé han ché mit tiéu cuc, phat huy mat tich cuc cua Phat gido Nam
tong Khmer, trudc hét, can diy manh cong tac tuyén truyén, gido duc
nang cao nhan thirc vé lich su vung dat, dan toc Khmer & Tay Nam
B6, nhan dién cac thé luc thu dich loi dung, xuyén tac dé chéng pha
nuée ta. Mt khac, can ting cuong dau tu phat trién kinh té-xa hoi,
nang cao doi séng vét chét va tinh than cua nhan dan, c¢6 co ché, chinh
sach nham phat huy cac ngudn lyc cia Phat gido Nam tong cho su
phat trién dat nude; lam tot chinh sach dan toc voi chinh sach ton gido
ving dong bao Khmer theo Phat gido Nam tong./.
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Abstract

TRANSFORMATIONS OF THERAVADA BUDDHISM
OF THE KHMER IN THE SOUTHWEST OF VIETNAM
AT PRESENT

Nguyen Phu Loi
Institute of Religions and Beliefs,
Ho Chi Minh National Academy of Politics

The majority of Khmer people in Vietham follow Theravada
Buddhism. They mainly live in the southern provinces. Theravada
Buddhism is closely associated with the Khmer people, and become
the religion of the Khmer people in Southern Vietnam. However,
since entering the period of national renewal (1986) up to the present
day, the changes in socio-economic life, shifting to the market
economy, the impact of globalization, the science and technology
revolution, as well as, the renewed religious policy of the Party and
State, Theravada Buddhism of the Khmer is undergoing a rapid
change, taking place in many aspects such as the practices, dignitaries,
conversions, and the status, role of this denomination in the Vietnam
Buddhist Sangha. This article presents the transformation in
traditional religious activities, dignitaries, monks, and conversion of a
part of the Khmer people following Theravada Buddhism in the
southwestern provinces in recent years.

Keywords: Transformation; Theravada; Khmer; Southwest.



