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TU AN PAO PHAT - NHOM TON GIAO MO
O VUNG TAY NAM BQ

Tom tat: Tir An Dao Phat (VLR #5) la mot nhom ton giao méi
ra doi ¢ An Giang vao nam 1947. Nhom nay dwoc sang ldp dua
trén nén tang tw twong gido 1y cuia Biru Son Ky Huwong (ra doi
nam 1849) va tw tuéng Phdt gido. Sau mét thoi gian ngdn ra
doi, Tir An Pao Phdt tao ra anh hwdng rat Ion trong doi song
tinh than va vdt chdt cia nguoi dan ¢ mét sé dia phirong viing
bién gidi tinh An Giang va Kién Giang. O bai viét nay, tic gid
bude dau nghién civu vé lich sir hinh thanh tén gido méi Tir An
Dao Phat va cac phwong dién quan trong, nhu: tu tuong giao 1y,
qud trinh khdn hoang ldp lang, ddc trung tho phung, hé thong
nghi lé.

Tir khoa: Ton gido moi; Tir An Pao Phdt; éng Pao Sau; Buru
Son Ky Huong; An Giang; Kién Giang.

Dan nhap

Céc ton gido ra doi & Nam B¢ giai doan nura cudi thé ky XIX dén
nira dau thé ky XX ¢ vai tro rat quan trong trong doi song vat cht,
tinh than cia nguoi Viét va cac toc nguoi khac & Nam Bo. Mot s6 ton
gido moi da dugc nha nudc cdng nhan phap nhan hoat dong trong hé
thdng cac ton giéo, té chirc ton gido & Viét Nam va duoc nghién ctu
khé& rd trén nhiéu phuong dién. Tuy nhién, con c6 hién twong nhom
t6n gi4o mai dén nay chwa duoc nghién ctu. Vay qué trinh ra doi, dic
trung vé cac phuong dién ciia nhom ton gido nay nhu thé nao? Co moi
quan hé gi véi cac ton gi4o noi sinh ra doi trude do?... Bai viét s& gop
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phan goi mod mot sb van dé lién quan dén nhom t6n gido méi Tt An
Dao Phat va di tim cau tra 101 cho cac cau hoi trén.

Nhom ton giao moéi T An Pao Phat ra doi nam 1947, trong qua
trinh lich str d3 c6 nhiéu dong gop 16n trong viéc khan hoang lap lang
& tinh An Giang va tinh Kién Giang; dong gop tich cuc trong viéc on
dinh doi sdng vat chat cia nguoi dan Ty Nam B ¢ giai doan lich st
xa hoi kho khan, phire tap. Ngoai ra, nguoi sang 1ap ton giao méi Tu
An Pao Phét ¢6 déng gop vao hai cudc khang chién chong Phap va
My. Hién nay, cong dong tin d6 Ta An Dao Phat tich cuc tham gia
vao cac hoat dong tur thién xa hoi o dia phuong. Do vay, nghién ctru
vé T&r An Dao Phat s& lam ndi bat mdi quan hé gitra doi séng ton giao
va doi séng xa hoi cia tin do trong sudt dién trinh ra doi va ton tai dén
ngay nay.

Nghién ctru s& cung cap ngudn tai liéu quan trong cho cong tac
quan ly nha nudc vé ton gido khi tin 46 T&r An Pao Phat ¢d nhu cau
xin cong nhan phap nhan hoat dong. Hién nay, theo quan diém tu hanh
cua tin dd 1a khong dé nhimg van dé xa hoi tic dong vao ton giao, nhu
thé s& lam mat di truyén thdng tu hanh ma nguoi sang 1ap dao dit ra.
Va mot nguyén nhan khac nira 1a, khi xin phép hoat dong - “cong bd
danh dao” thi s& phan cip, phan quyén, chirc sic ton gido,... dan dén
mat doan két trong cong dong tin do ton gido,... Vi nhimg ban khoin
d6, nén tr trudc dén nay, tin @6 T An Pao Phat ¢ cac chia, xom dao,
chi cham lo tu hanh, lam theo 10i Thay day, lao dong san xuat, gitip d&
nguoi ngheo,... ma khéng mudn xin phap nhan hoat dong - “cong bd
danh dao”. Trong thoi gian t6i, néu tin d6 T An Pao Phat xin cép
phép hoat dong ton gido thi rit can nhimng nghién ciru chuyén sau dé
phuc vu cho cong tac quan ly nha nudc.

Thuc hién nghién ciru nay, ching t6i tién hanh nhiéu cudc dién da
& cac chua, miéu va gia dinh tin d6 T An Pao Phat dé tim hiéu doi
sdng ton gido va doi sdng thé tuc cua ho, sy anh hudng cta niém tin
tén gido trong doi séng thé tuc; déng thoi thuc hién nhiéu cudc phong
van sau ca nhan tin do, phong van nhom tap trung (tir 3 - 5 tin dd) tim
hiéu vé lich sir ngudi sang lap ton gido, phuong thirc tu hanh, thyc
hanh nghi 1¢, 1& cling,... Ngoai ra, ching t6i con quan sat, tham du
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nhiéu hoat dong 1& cing cua ton giao ¢ chua, miéu va tai gia, séng trai
nghiém tai chua dé ghi chép, phong van ngiu nhién, phong van tham
dinh, quay video clip vé thyc hanh nghi 1& ton gido,... dé tai tham ctru,
nhim dat dugc su chin xac, khach quan trong ly giai cac khia canh
cua ton giao moi nay.

1. Khai quat vé nhém tén gido méi Tir An Pao Phat

Theo maot sb tu lidu so luoc thi ngudi sang lap nhom Ta An Pao
Phat! 12 6ng Pao Sau, tén that Truong Minh Thanh hay Truong Ngoc
Long. Ong sinh nim Giap Dan (nam 1914), tai 4p Cai Pudc Lén, x4
Ngoc Chuc, huyén Gidng Riéng, tinh Rach Gia (nay la tinh Kién
Giang). Ong la con thr sau trong mot gia dinh nong dan nghéo co bay
anh em. Theo nhiéu tin d cao tudi thuat lai, nim 9 tudi 6ng bé nha di
hoc dao. Sau d6, 6ng & ndi Cam vira tu hanh vira khai mg dat trong
khoai, bap sinh séng, dung 1én mot ngdi chia hiéu 1a Trung Buru ty
(vao ngay 19/01/1924, am lich).

Nguoi dan luu truyén nhiéu ciu chuyén vé cac kha ning “ky la”
cta 6ng Pao Sau nhu di rat nhanh, khong ai dudi kip (nén 6ng con
duogc goi 1a “6ng Pao Chay”); vé kiéu toc cao troc, chi chira mot chut
toc trén chop (nén ong con duge goi la “6ng Pao Chép”). Ong khong
tu hanh ¢ mot dia diém cé dinh ma di chuyén qua nhiéu ngon nui
trong viing That Son.

Sau thoi gian an tu trén nii Cam, 6ng Pao Sau lai qua nui Dai,
thudc xa Luong Phi, huyén Tri Ton, tinh An Giang, dung mdt am dé
tu hanh (vao ngay 19/7/1937). Trong thoi gian tu hanh ¢ nGi Cam, nui
Dai, ong Pao Sau nhiéu lan xudng nui di truyén dao, chu yéu la &
ving Bay NUi cua tinh An Giang. Ong thuong lang thang ngoai
duong, vira xin d6 thuc vira giang dao, bén canh d6 6ng con béc thude
tri bénh cho nguoi dan bing nhiéu loai thao dugc. Do viéc di lang
thang khép noi xin an, tri bénh, noi chuyén “thién co™, “hanh tung bét
thuong”... nén nguoi dan con goi 6ng la “ong Pao Khung”. Khi da
lap dao, tin d6 va nguoi dan quy y theo ong tu hanh, lam an, ho biét
“tht” cia dng nén tir d6 goi 1a 6ng Pao Sau?.
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Ong Dao Sau roi ndi Dai, nti Cam, tiép tuc di qua ndi Ta Pa, tai 4p
Chon Phnom (nay 1a 4p T Ha, xa NGi T6, huyén Tri Tén, tinh An
Giang) cat 1én mot ngodi chua (ndm 1938), dat tén 12 Hong Van tu dé
tu hanh. Khi thuc dan Phap ltng bat vi cho ring ong 1a “gian dao si”
hanh tung bi an, tap hop dan chang 1am loan, dng ciing mot sb dé tir
trén 1&n ndi C6 T6, mg dat 1am ray, va cé dung 1én mot ngdi chua tén
Thich Lich ty (vao ngay 29/11/1938, am lich). Sau do6, thuc dan Phap
danh pha can quét nui Co To, dng Pao Sau cung cac dé tu tiép tuc
phai trén tranh. Ong tro lai nGi Ta Pa lan thir hai va dung mot ngoi
chtia méi, do ngdi chua trude d6 da hoang phé, 1y hiéu 1a Huynh Van
tu (VAo ngay 19/7/1947, am lich). Tai day, ong bat dau khai dao, lay
tén goi 1a Tt An Pao Phét va sang tac nhiéu thi giang goi la “Hat
Thanh” dé tin d dwa vao d6 ma tu hanh. Ngudi dan va tin db tir nhidu
vung di dén day quy vy, sinh sdng va lao dong san xuat.

Theo hoi thuat caa nhiéu tin do, trong thoi gian sinh séng va truyén
dao & ving Bay Nui, ong Pao Sau cung tin do di nhiéu lan tiép té
luong thuc, thudc tri thuong... cho lyc lugng Viét Minh. Vi vay, 6ng
bi chinh quyén Phap moi vé vung Kinh Tu, xa Binh Son, huyén Chau
Thanh A, tinh Long Chau Ha3 (nay la xa Binh Son, huyén Hon bit,
tinh Kién Giang) quéan thiic. Khi duoc tra tu do, dng xin chinh quyén
Phéap cip dat dé khai hoang, san xuat. Ong cho xay dung mot ngdi
chua tén la Binh L&m Ché&u Phu (vao ngay 15/10/1953, &m lich). Tai
day, 6ng cung tin d6 khai khan dat hoang dé san xuat, 1ap lang, 6n
dinh cudc sdng cho gan bay tram tin do va ngudi dan. Ong dung mot
cai nha dai, c6 ban quan ly, phan chia cong viéc cu thé cho tung
nhém: Nhom phét dat trong lda, nhém ciy lta, nhom xay lua, gid
gao*. Cac tin dd lam chung, an chung, theo 6ng Sau la dé tam tanh
khong phai lo nghi, tap trung hoc dao. Cudi ngay, sau khi hoan thanh
cong viéc, moi nguoi lai ngdi vdy quanh ong Pao Sau nghe giang
dao®. Pic biét, dé tao diéu kién thuan loi cho nguoi dan di lai, 6ng
Pao Sau di cung tin do khai mg kinh rach tir Binh Son (Hon Dit,
Kién Giang) vé dén gan nai Tuong (Ba Chuc, Tri Tén, An Giang), voi
chiéu dai may chyc ki 16 mét. Kinh nay duoc goi la Puong Thét, hay
la kinh X6m Pao®.
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Dén cubi nam 1956, do tap trung dong tin d6 1am an, sinh séng va
c6 tng ho cach mang, nén chinh quyén Viét Nam Cong hoa da dudi
ong va tin d6 doan ra khoi vung cu tri. Ong lai cung tin dd vé& xu
giong cat xa Luong An Tra duéi chan Bay Nui cét trai, khai khan dét
hoang, 1am rudng sinh séng. Khac véi khi & Binh Son, ¢ Luong An
Tra tin d6 khong an chung, & chung nira, ma cir cach 50m lai cat mot
cai trai dé tin dd ¢ riéng. Ong Dao Sau lai cung tin d6 ddp nén duong
16 rong 3m, dai hang cay sb. “Tin d6 cua Thay hoi d6 rat dong. Khong
nhitng & vung nay ma con ¢ vung khac nhu Cai B¢, Cai Lay, Ca
Mau... O vang Luong An Tra thoi d6 khoang mot tram gia dinh, dan
cudc séng 1am an thuan lgi, anh em, ba con ho hang cua tin d6 khip
noi gom vé day sinh séng”’. “Ving dat hoang hoa Luong An Tra phan
I6m 1a dét cia tin d6 6ng chi gido khai mé. Riéng 6ng c6 bon dén nam
tram cong (40 - 50 hécta). Sau nay tiép thu (giai phong) nha nudc

trung dung, vi nguoi 1am khéng co, khong di ngudn luc, dung cu®.

Khi cudc sdng cua tin d6 6n dinh, 6ng dung 1én mot ngdi chua, lay
hi¢u 1a Luong An Thanh (vao ngay 19/10/1957, &m lich). Sau do,
cling trong nam 1957, 6ng cho dung tiép ngdi Son Ha cd miéu dé tho
than. Trong thoi gian ndy, 6ng lai bi chinh quyén Viét Nam Cong hoa
lung bét nén phai di chuyén dén nhidu noi dé an tranh va tu hanh nhu
am Thanh Son ty tai nGi Cam (duoc cit ngay 29/10/1958, am lich);
Long Chéu dién (cét lai tir dia diém chua Binh Lam Chéau Phu, ngay
13/8/1968, am lich) ¢ ving Kinh Tu, xd Binh Son, huyén Hon Pit,
tinh Kién Giang, noi ong da tung khai hoang 1ap lang truoc do; Huynh
Van ty (sta lai ngay 28/3/1975), & nii Ta Pa. Khi dat nuéc giai
phong, dng vé lai chua Luong An Thanh, cét lai trai ruong, dat bang
hiéu lao dong tap thé Cong Nong cung tin dd khan hoang, san xuét, on
dinh cudc séng. Khi chién tranh bién gigi Tay Nam né ra, vao ngay
18/3/1978, 6ng tré lai Kinh Tu, xi Binh Son, huyén Hon Dét, tinh
Kién Giang, tham gia tich cuc chdng quan Pon Pt - Ieng Sary. Bén
ngay 19/7/1978 (&m lich), 6ng tré vé Trai Rudng thudc 4p Luong, x4
Luong Phi (xa8 Luong An Tra cii), huyén Tri Ton, tinh An Giang.

Ngay 14/6/1980 (am lich), nham ngay 25/7/1980 (duong lich), éng
Pao Sau vién tich, tin d6 an tang va dit mo phan 6ng bén canh chua
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Huynh Van. Mo ong dugc &n tang theo hinh thirc khong dap nam, dé
bang phing, gidng nhu quan niém “tr ting hoan lai thd” cua dao Buu
Son Ky Huong va Tir An Hiéu Nghia.

Vé kinh giang gido ly, Ta An Pao Phat c6 sau quyén kinh, téng
cong co6 63 bai kinh va vai bai kinh giang, bai Long phai, do 6ng Dao
Sau sang tac dé dung trong viéce truyén day dao va thuc hién nghi 1&.
Khéc véi dao Biru Son Ky Huong, Tir An Hiéu Nghia (kinh giang
dugc viét bang chix Han, chit Ném), kinh giang cia nhom T An Pao
Phat duoc 6ng Dao Sau viét bang chir quéc ngit. Sau quyén kinh nay
tin d6 chia ra doc - “hat” trong mdi thoi cing nhim ngay 14 - 15 va 29
- 30 (&m lich) hang thang, hoac trong céc 1& (hoi) dién ra trong nam.
Theo tin d6, sdu quyén kinh sé dugc doc 1an lugt, hém nay quyén nay
thi mai doc quyén kia. Ctr doc xoay vong nhu vdy. Tin d6 hoc thudc
cac bai kinh nay rdi dem vao tim tu hang ngay®. Nguoi gia nhap nhém
dao dugc 6ng Pao Sau cap mot Long phai, ¢ chir ky va dao hiéu cua
ong, xac nhan la tin do cia nhom dao, goi la “Gidy ching minh”.
Ngoai ra, khi vao nhom dao, tin @6 con hoc thudc bai kinh Long phai
do 6ng Pao Sau truyén day.

Tir khi thanh l1ap dén nay, nhdm Ta An Pao Phat chua ding ky
hoat dong chinh thirc nhu cac to chirc ton gido khac. Nguyén nhan cua
viéc ndy, theo chiing ti tim hiéu, 1a do tin dd “vang theo 1oi Thiy
truyén lai”, d6 la chua dén thoi diém thich hop dé cong bd danh dao
cho nguoi khéc biét, chi can tin d6 cham lo tu hanh, 1am an ngay
thang®. Theo loi mot tin dd khac, 6ng Pao Sau so nhiéu ngudi dén
cling kiéng lam 4n &o, trong bon hoi ¢6 ngudi nay sinh long ham tién,
anh em tin d0 s& tr& nén khong hoa thuantl. Do vay, c6 thé noi, s di
dén nay T& An Pao Phat chua ding ky hoat dong 1a vi theo 1oi day
ctia 6ng Pao Sau, nham tranh sy tac dong caa xa hoi vao doi sdng ton
gido anh huong t4i truyén théng tu hanh. Tin dd Tir An Dao Phat chi
quan tAm dén viéc 1am an, tu hanh, d6 cling 1a mong mudn cét yéu cua
nguoi khai 18p nhom dao.

Mic du chua ¢ thdng ké chinh thirc vé sb lugng tin d6 ctia T An
Pao Phat, nhung theo mot s tin d6 uy tin ciia nhom nay cho biét, s6
luong tin do tir thud khai 1ap nhom dao kha dong. Sau nam 1975, do
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chién tranh bién gioi Ty Nam va nhu cau cta cudc sdng, tin do di tan
di nhiéu noi sinh séng, nhu: Tién Giang, Bén Tre, Tra Vinh,... Hién
nay, cac tin d6 T An Pao Phat tip trung dong nhat 12 & x6m dao x&
Luong Phi (trudc kia 1a Luong An Tra) thugc huyén Tri Ton, tinh An
Giang va x4 Binh Giang, huyén Hon Pat, tinh Kién Giang. Theo
phong doan cua tin d6 140 nién, ¢ xa Lwong Phi hién nay c6 khoang
trén 2.000 tin d5'%; x3 Binh Giang c6 hon 3.000 tin d6 (B&o céo cua
Long Chau dién, 2012), ngoai ra con cac tin d6 sinh song rai rac &
nhiéu vung thi chwa thé théng ké cu thé.

Trong qua trinh tu hanh, truyén dao, ong Pao Sau cd 1ap rat nhiéu
chlia, am & cac ndi trong viing Bay Nui, tuy nhién, do nhiéu nguyén nhan
nhu chién tranh pha hay, chiia am xay cit don so bi hu hai, cu dan x4m
lan 1am méat dau tich... Bén nay, Ta An Pao Phat con bon dja diém tho
tu quan trong nhat, 1a noi tin d6 tap trung tu hanh, d6 1a: Huynh Van Ty
(x& Nui T6, huyén Tri Ton, tinh An Giang), Luong An Thanh Ty va
Son Ha C6 Miéu (xa Luong Phi, huyén Tri Ton, tinh An Giang), Long
Chau Pién (x4 Binh Giang, huyén Hon Pat, tinh Kién Giang).

2. Phuong thirc tu hanh va tw tuémg gido 1y ciia Tir An Pao Phat
2.1. Phwong thirc tu hanh

Mic du chua thé xac dinh trong thoi gian tu hoc, nguoi sang lap Ta
An Pao Phat d3 quy y tu hanh vdi ai, tuy nhién, cin ctr trén hé théng thi
giang, biéu twong tho trung tdm va dbi twong phdi thd... cho thiy,
nhom T An Pao Phat ké thira tu tudong gido 1y, phwong thirc tu hanh. ..
clia hai ton gido ndi sinh trudc d6 1a Biru Son Ky Huong va Ta An
Hiéu Nghia. Piéu nay ciing dugc nhiéu tin d6 cao nién ciia nhom dao
xé4c nhan rang TG An Pao Phat ¢6 gde tir Biru Son Ky Huong va cling
nhanh nhu T An Hiéu Nghia ctia ong Pao Nui Tuong Ngé Loi. Trong
Long phai cép cho tin db, 6ng Pao Sau c6 in T Biu Linh ty 1a “Biu
Son Ky Huong” (£ LI #); trén biéu tuong tho Hao Ly Thién va
Thanh Thap tu ciing ¢ khic Han tu Biru Son Ky Huong. ..

Ciing nhu Biru Son Ky Huong, phuong thic tu hanh cia Tt An
Pao Phat 1a “cu si tai gia”. Tin dd chu yéu lo 1am an, tu hién, thuc
hién theo gido 1y cua Thay truyén day, khong xuét gia vao chua nhu
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Phat gido. Tin dd T¢ An DPao Phat duge “co vo o chéng”, “sinh con
nbi doi”, hang ngay lo khai khan ruéng dat trong trot, tu nudi song ban
than va gia dinh, khong dugc 18 thudc vao su bd thi, chua khong nhan
cing dudng qua murc va clia qua nhiéu ngudi.

Véi phuong thire tu hanh tai gia, c6 vo c6 chdng, khai hoang san
xut... Ta An Pao Phat thu hiit duge nguoi dan khap ving Tay Nam
Bo dén quy y hoc dao. Nguoi dimg dau nhom dao vira lanh dao tin db
doan khai hoang mo rudng, tap trung san xuét, dn dinh cudc séng, vira
chung tay lao dong cung tin dd, khong ngdi chd phung dudng. Day
duoc coi 13 tu tudng tu hanh nhap thé, giéng nhu cac ton gido ndi sinh
ra doi trude d6 1a Biru Son Ky Huong va T An Hiéu Nghia.

2.2. Tw twong gido ly ciia Tiv An Pao Phat

2.2.1. Tw twong Phdt gido

So sanh véi tu teong cac ton giao noi sinh ra doi ¢ Tay Nam B6 va
cin cur trén danh dao, thi giang - Hat Thanh, tho phung... c6 thé nhan
thdy, tu tuong co ban nhat cia Tt An Pao Phat 1a “Ta an”. Viéc lay
tén nhom dao 1a “T& An Pao Phat” ciing thé hién réat rd nén tang tu
tuong nay trong Phat giao.

Pong thoi véi danh dao, tu twong T 4n dugc X&c lap trong rat
nhiéu cau giang Hat Thanh ma Ong Pao truyén day. Dién hinh nhu:
“Nho mbi dao T& An chu gido/Vét ching toi 1én khoi bién mé
(...)/Theo T An chanh dao xa tri/Nghiép béo 4y ta khong thi két
(...)/Nhd Tt An mo dao qudc gia (...)/Pao Ta An phudc duc ban
cho/Chung chu vi khoi 1am ta giao (...)/M& T& An chanh gido cong
binh/Con thé quyét khong khinh khi Thanh dao (...)/Tam Ta An niém
dao cong bang” (T An Quéc Pao, 1974; 7, 11, 15, 17).

Tu twong T an trong Tt An Dao Phat hay Biu Son Ky Huong, T
An Hiéu Nghia, Phat gido Hoa Hao 1a tu tuong ké thira cua Phat gio.
Theo Phat gido thi d6 1a cac an: “An phu mau, an qudc vuong, an tam
bao, an chung sanh” (Vuong Kim, 1954; 84). Theo tin db cua Tt An
Pao Phat thi cac an cua Phat gido da dugc giao chu truyén day gan gii
hon, phi hop vai doi sdng tu hanh cua tin 6. Do 1a: An t6 tién cha me,
an dat nudc, an tam bao, an ddng bao nhan loai. Tin d6 lay An té tién
cha me 1 quan trong nhat, trudc khi thuc hién céc an con lai.
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Bén canh tu tuéng Tu &n cta Phat gido, T@ An Pao Phat con chiju
anh hudng sau dam tu twdéng Phat giao thong qua phap mon tu hanh
va hinh twong cac vi Phat trong thé gisi quan caa nhém ton giao nay.
Trong nhiéu bai kinh Hat Thanh luu truyén va phdp mén tu hanh cua
tin d6 khoi giai cho thdy, Tt An Pao Phat ldy phap mdn Tinh do -
niém Phat cua Phat gido 1am chu yéu: “Pic qua thanh niém Phat tir
bi/Hay cau rdi ta vi phu mau (...)/Vao nudc dao A Di Pa/Tu tinh
chudc toi 16i ngay xwa thit gido (...)/Pic Phat T6 Di Pa Phat Thay
61/Chiing toi 12 nguoi den t6i/Nén gay nhiéu ac bao ac lai (...)/ Buc
Quan Thé Am B6 Tat 6i!/Nho linh Ba ctiu khé cho dan (...)/Thé Chi
Quan Am 6i!/Phéong kim quang hoa d6 céc loai (...)/Nam Mo A Di Pa
Phat/Cung ctu khd ngii chau thé gidi (...)/Nam Mé A Di Pa
Phat/Nam M6 Di Lic Tién Quang Phat/ Nam M6 Quan Thé Am B6
Tat/Nam M6 Dai Thé Chi Bb Tat (Tt An Qubc Dao, 1974; 7, 24, 28,
30, 32). Két thic mdi bai kinh trong tap Hat Thanh déu c6 loi niém
“Nam M6 A Di Pa Phat” tir mot niém dén ba niém. Trong hanh I& thoi
cling hang ngay, phap mon Tinh d6 - niém Phat ciing dugc thé hién rat
rd. Vao mdi thoi cing, tin d6 niém Phat lién tuc trong nghi thic rot
nudéc, thip nhang, ciing com, hau chuéng... Thong qua mdi nghi thic,
tin do niém Phat tré thanh théi quen trong hoat dong tu hanh. Nhiéu
tin d6 cao nién ciia nhom tén gido nay cho biét, tin 6 dugc giang day
don gian 1a: 1am hién, niém Phat, lao dong san xuat mdi ngay.

Nhu vay, phap tu Tinh dé - niém Phat 1a chinh yéu caa Tt An Dao
Phat, phap moén nay phi hop véi hinh thic tu tai gia, gan lién véi doi
séng thé tuc cua con ngudi trong béi canh lich su, xa hoi day kho
khian, phuc tap, con ngudi vira lo doi séng vat chat vira tim kiém chd
duya tinh than.

2.2.2. Tu tuwong Pao giao

Tu tudng Pao gi&o ciling c6 anh hudng sau dam trong Tt An Pao
Phat. G Biru Son Ky Huong va Tt An Hiéu Nghia, bén canh phuong
dién tu twong, anh husng cia Dao giao con thé hién qua hinh thic tu
hanh cua tin do: rén luyén Tinh, Khi, Than, luyén than chd,... Con &
Ta An Pao Phat, tu tuong Pao gido don thuan thé hién qua thé giéi
quan trong thi giang va hinh tuong céc linh thé dugc thd phung.
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Thé gi6i quan Pao giéo trong T An Pao Phat dugc thé hién qua
quan niém hinh thanh nén vii try, troi dat, van vat va con ngudi...
tuong ty nhu thé giéi quan Pao gido dugc truyén ba & Nam Bo: “Tur
thanh vo thuy/Lap nén troi dat/Troi 12 bé hoa thién nhién va muén
vat/Chung toi nhd phé nét thach quang minh/Diéu chiéu khi ni thién
ha 6¢/Tich thién cang dia Sat voi nhan loai (...)/Mudn ngan triing
diém xich Ngii hanh/Phan té cit quang minh tam mudi (...)/Am
duong khi nii thién bb héa/Nai dia duong khi truoc hrng xa/Phan hai
ngdi chia cach ching ta” (Tt An Quéc Pao, 1974; 18).

Va hinh tugng céc linh thé trong Pao gido va tin ngudng dan gian
vé tao lap, cai quan vil tru, con ngudi ciing dugc dé cap dén rat nhiéu
trong cac bai Hat Thanh cua giao phai. Pién hinh nhu: “Con ¢6 15i dn
nan chju toi/ N& Oa Thanh Mau, Ctru Thién 6i!/ Dtc Ban c6 tha tha
cho tré/ Hong Quan L&o To 6i! (...)/ Ngoc Hoang Thuong Dé Cuu
Trang i/ Tha thir cho dén tai nan trong hai ngan nam/ Vi 1ap thé thiét
la khé moi” (Ta An Québc Pao, 1974; 31).

Hinh twong cac vi than linh trong Pao gido cling dugc thd phung
nhu Thién Hoang - Pia Hoang - Nhon Hoang, tho Buc Hong Méng
L4o to, Pia MAu... D6 1a nhitng linh than khai 1ap nén van vat trén trai
dat khi thé gioi con hdn don, so khai....

2.2.3. Tu twong Nho gido

Tu twong Nho gido trong Tt An Pao Phat 1a tu tuang vé 16i ang xir
clia con ngudi Vi con ngudi, tir qué khir dén vi lai, qua doi hay dang
hién ton trén nén tang chir “Nhan”, d6 1a su yéu thuong, dum boc 13n
nhau khong phan biét “mau da giéng thit”. Con nguoi phai ty “thtc
tinh” minh trude tién dé ddi xur tét dep vSi nguoi khac nhu trong bai
kinh Hat Thanh “Thi thic tinh con ngudi”, duoc quy dinh tin d6 tung
niém dau tién trong thoi cing. Con nguoi tng xtr voi nhau theo céch:
“Hiéu nhan, nghia, 1&, tri, tin, ndm anh hiép lai/ Chéanh trung than ngay
thao dao mau/ Ta lam con nhé dén chir hién” (Ta An Quéc Dao,
1974; 2). Tu teong Nho gido & day di duoc bién doi cho pht hop theo
guan niém cua con ngudi can binh dang voi nhau trong doi séng, du
¢6 “thir bac”: “Truéc nho thi minh phai 1am t6/ Bén nén nguoi méi
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dugc 1am thay/ Té voi thay, thay to ciing nhu nhau/ Khuyén ran d6 xét
sao thi xét” (T An Quéc Dao, 1974: 2).

Tu twdng Nho gido con duoc thé hién qua viéc thd phung Gia Lam
Quan Thanh Pé Quan dit noi ban tho trung tdm chinh dién cua chla.
Theo tin dd Tt An Pao Phat, Gia Lam Quan Thanh Dé Quan biéu
hién cho sy trung cang, nghia khi... cua Nho gido. Quan Cong - Vén
Trudng la biéu tugng thiéng tdi cao cua tu twdng Nho giéo, anh hudng
rat 16n trong doi séng tinh than cua nguoi dan Nam Bo. Ngoai ra, tu
tuong Nho gido con thé hién qua céch thic chip tay lay “chéo hai
ngoén tay cai” vao nhau trong qua trinh thuc hanh nghi 18. Viéc chip
“chéo hai ngon tay cai”, theo tin dd, hinh thirc nay dwoc goi la chir
Nhan (\) - “dao Nhan”. C6 nghia la con ngudi tu hanh phai lam theo
“nhan, 18, nghia, tri, tin”... trong doi song tu hanh hang ngay.

Qua maot s6 phan tich va dan liéu dién hinh cho thay, T¢ An Pao
Phat thé hién su dung hop Tam gido. Tu twéng Tam gido nay duoc thé
hién rat rd, sdu dam tir cac bai kinh Hat Thanh dén viéc tho phung,
nghi I¢... Trong d6, tu tuéng va phap moén tu hanh Phat gido dong vai
tro cha dao, thé hién qua qua danh xung: Tt An Dao Phat.

2.3. Diic trung tho phung ciia Tiv An Pao Phit

C4c hinh tuong duoc thd phung trong chia cua Tt An Dao Phat rat
phong phi, da dang, thé hién tu tuong Tam gido dong nguyén va chiu
anh huong cua tin ngudng dan gian rat doc d4o*®. Trong ngdi chua Tu
An Pao Phat, ngdi tho trung tam chinh dién, trén cao nhat la ban tho
Vi biéu trong Tran diéu, c6 Han tu in ndi véi ¥ nghia 1a tho Phat T6 (
f#i#H). Theo tin dd thi ban tho ndy biéu trung cho vi Phat cao nhat
duoc tén tho 12 Phat Vuong - Phat T6. Tran diéu biéu thi cho vi Phat
T6 12 Phat Vuong. Ban tho phia dudi Tran diéu tho Bac Thanh V6 Vi.
Ban tho nay duoc bai tri don gian, chi lu hwong va bai vi tho. Bac
Thanh V6 Vi la ai, Phat, Thanh hay Tién van chua duoc tin d6 giai
thich rd rang. C6 tin d6 cho rang, d6 1a tho Ta Bau linh ty “Biru Son
Ky Huong” va Phat Thay Ty An Poan Minh Huyén. Phia dudi ban
tho Bac Thanh Vo Vi la ban tho Bic A Di Da. Phia dudi ban tho Buc
A Di DPa 13 ban thd Gia Lam Quan Dé - Quan Thanh Pé Quan, dugc
thé hién bang hinh anh ba vi Quan Cong - Quan Binh - Chau Xuong.
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Trong chua Tt An Pao Phat, nhidu hinh twong khac duoc 1ap tho &
cac vi tri khac nhau, tuy theo khéng gian ngdi chua, gitra cac chua
khong c6 su sap dit vi tri cu thé, ngoai trir cac hinh tuong duoc thd &
ban tho trung tdm. Trong chua cé tho H6 Phap Di Pa va Tiéu Dién Dai
Si. Pay 1a cac vi Bo tat trong Phat gido Bic téng. Ban tho duoc biéu
hién bang Tran diéu va cac Han ty tén cac vi Phat dugc viét trén do.

Trong tin ngudng dan gian thd Ctru Huyén That T6 cta ngudi Viét &
Nam B6 c6 Ban C6 So Xuit Ciru Huyén va Ban Co So Xuét Thét T6,
tuy nhién, theo quan niém cia Tt An Pao Phat, day 1a cac vi ra doi tur
thoi “Ban C&” so khai 1ap dia, nhimg ngudi sinh ra van dan ba tanh.
Theo ching t6i, ddy c6 thé 1a sy anh huong tir quan niém cua ngudi
Trung Hoa vé “Ban C6” 1a ngudn gdc cua loai ngudi, thong qua ngudi
Hoa di cu dén ving Nam Bo. Va ciing c¢6 thé d6 1a sy tiép ndi trong
biéu twong thd “Ban C6” ciia dao Tir An Hiéu Nghia. Tuy nhién, trong
dao T& An Hiéu Nghia, d6 la biéu tuong “cai ban” c6 tén goi 1a “Ban
C6”, dugc khac in cac con vat trong muoi hai con giap va nhiéu bai
kinh chit Han, biéu tuong bla chl khéc... Ban C6 So Xuét Ciru Huyén
va That T6 trong Tir An Dao Phat khong c6 céc bicu tuong nay. O mdi
ban tho c6 mot tim Tran diéu cd viét 1én cac Han tu B L AT L
(Ban C6 So Xuat Ciru Huyén) va # 7 fiT tH-E4L (Ban C6 So Xuét That
T4). Phia trudc cua mdi ban the ¢6 treo mot cai “bang” lam bang go,
tron nhén, ngang 2cm, cao 4cm, khi cing dung dé danh “khai ban”.

Giéng nhu Btru Son Ky Huong va T An Hiéu Nghia, nhom Tir
An Pao Phat ciing thd Ngii Cong Vuong Phat. Day 1a cac vi Phat c6
tam anh huong quan trong trong thé gii quan va doi sbng tam linh
clia tin @6 Tt An Pao Phit (cling nhu Biru Son Ky Huong, T An
Hiéu Nghia). Ngii Cong Vuong Phat 1a cac vi Phat: “Nam mé Chi
cong vuong Phat/Nam md Puong cong vuong Phat/Nam mé Buu
cong vuong Phat/Nam mo6 Hoa cong vuong Phat/Nam md Lang cong
vuong Phat” (Phat gido Biru Son Ky Huong, Tt An Hiéu Nghia,
1870/2001; 30). Trong bai kinh tung Mac kiép Bdo dn cua Biru Son
Ky Huong, hinh twong Phat Nam Ong 1a: “Nam mé Pong phuong
Thanh dé Giap At Moc Chi Cong Vuong Phat/Nam mé Tay phuong
Bach dé Canh Tan Kim Ling Cong Vuong Phat/Nam mé Trung wong
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Huynh dé M3 Ky Thd DPuong Coéng Vuong Phat/Nam méd Nam
phuong Xich dé Binh Pinh Hoa Biru Céng Vuong Phat/Nam mé Bic
phuong Hic dé Nham Quy Thay Héa Coéng Vuong Phat” (Pao Biu
Son Ky Huong - Phat Thiay Tay An, 2005: 25). Ngii Céng Vuong
Phat trong chua T An Pao Phat, mdi vi Phat dugc the tuong Ung voi
mot hudéng: Pong - Tay - Nam - Béc va Trung tim/Trung wong. Biéu
tuong thod moi vi Phat 1a tran diéu duogc viét 1én cac Han ty ghi danh
cac vi Phat.

Hao Ly Thién 1a mot biéu tuong doc dao trong chua T An Pao
Phat. Biéu tuong nay con dugc goi la Can Cong Iy cta Troi, cd hinh
dang 1a mot tru bfmg g5 tdt, duge tao thanh hinh chit thap, cao khoang
hai mét. Duéi chan try dat mot ban tho. Phia trén cung cua tru dugc
khic hinh hoa sen, trén d6 dat mot chiéc dén dau nho, thiap sang lién tuc
tir ngdy ndy qua ngay khac. Hai bén nhanh chir thap dugc cham khic
hinh du chim, gin hai gi4 cAn bang sat to. Theo tin d6 T An Pao Phat
thi Hao Ly Thién dung dé can do trong lwong vé “toi” va “phudc” cia
con ngudi khi chét di. Chiéc dén thap trén Hao Ly Thién 1a dén luu ly.
Pay duoc xem 13 anh hudng cua thé gidi quan Phat gido vé cdi dia
nguc, noi phan xu td1, phudc cia con nguoi da lam khi con séng.

Clu phém 1énh ba ciling dugc tho trong chua T An DPao Phat. Day
13 cac nir than trong Pao gido va di duoc chuyén héa thanh tin
ngudng dan gian. Theo dan gian, “Ctru pham chi biét 1a pham trat tuan
tu clia cac vi than tir thap dén cao. C6 ngudi goi d6 1a Ciru pham 1énh
ba. Con cy thé 1a cac vi than nao thi chua thé hiéu 1&” (V6 Vin Sen,
chu bién, 2020: 445).

Theo tac gia Dtrc Nguyén Nguyén Vin Hong, Ctru pham 1a chuc vi
ham chi cic than tién trong Ciru phdm than tién: Chi chung cac déng
thiéng liéng tir pham Than dén pham Tién. Ctru pham than tién gom:
ba bac than, ba bac thanh va ba bac tién, tir thap dén cao. Cu thé, ¢ bac
than gém c6: Dia than, Nhon than, Thién than; & bac thanh c6: Dia
thanh, Nhon thanh, Thién thanh; & bac tién co6: Dia tién, Nhon tién,
Thién tién. Ctru phém than tién 1a cac vi c6 nhi€ém vu cai quan va diéu
hanh su van chuyén va tién hoa trong khép can khon vii tru va van vat
(Pirc Nguyén Nguyén Vian Hong, 2003: 628, 629).



Nguyén Trung Hiéu, Bdng Pang Thu. 77 An Pao Phét... 37

TG An Pao Phét con thd Thét vi tién nuong. Theo tin dd, day la
bay vi tién nuong cua cdi Troi. Cac ban thd Ciru pham 1énh ba va Thét
vi tién nuong duogc biéu hién béng tran diéu trén co ghi tén céc vi than
bang chir Han.

Mot biéu tugng thd doc dao khac trong chua T An DPao Phat 1a
Thanh Thap tu. Thanh Thap tu 1a mot biéu tuong 1am bang gd tét hinh
chir thap, than gd duoc ché tac theo hinh bét giac, chu vi khoang 60
cm, chiéu cao 2 mét. Biéu twong Thanh Thap tu gidng nhu cay thap
gia cua Cong gi4o. Trén Thanh Thap tu duoc cham khic hinh rong va
cac Han tu (theo chiéu tir trén xudng) “Biru Son Ky Hwong Nhan
Cong Than B¢”; ¢ hai bén trai va phai cia nhanh cua Thanh Thap tu
khac hai chir Han lan luot 12 “Nhat” va “Nguyét”. Theo giai thich cua
tin d0, hai chir Han nay c6 nghia 1a “minh” (#=>H+) - su sang
sudt, con ngudi phai sang subt trén dudng tu hanh nhu Mat troi (H),
mat trang (J1). O dinh Thanh Thap tu dugc cham khac hinh hoa sen,
trén dat biéu tuong dén dau, duoc thip lién tuc ngay dém, goi la dén
luu ly; phia duéi chan Thanh Thap tu dat ban tho. Theo tin @6 Ta An
Pao Phat, Thanh Thap ty biéu trung cho “muoi phuong chu Phat”
trong thé giéi quan Phat giéo.

Chuia ctia Ta An Pao Phat ciing thd Cong DPtrc Lam. Vi Cong Dtic
Lam 14 ai thi nhiéu tin d0 khong giai thich 16 rang, chi biét rang d6 1a
vi B tat. Theo chung t6i, vi Cong Puc Lam 13 cAu niém xung tan
thuong gip trong Phat gido: Nam M6 Cong Pirc Lam Bo Tat Ma Ha
Tat dai ching minh. Budc dau c6 thé cho rang, Cong Puc Lam 1a vi
Bo tat tho xuét phat tir ciu niém xung tan trong Phat gido.

Trong chiia Tt An Pao Phat ¢6 ban the Tam gi4o thanh nhan. Ban thd
v6i biéu twong tran diéu va chit Han =% A\ “Tam Gi4o Thanh Nhan”.
Theo tin d6 thi Tam gido thanh nhan 1a cic vi Phét - Thanh - Tién.

Mot biéu tugng khac 1a Chu vi qua khir, 1a cac tin d6 ctia nhom
dao, khi xua theo 6ng Pao Sau tu hanh, khi qua doi dugc phung tho.
Nhung ciing c6 giai thich khac la tho cac vi “doi trude” tu hanh, co
nhiéu cong dirc tir xa xuwra. Ban tho dwoc bai tri bang tran diéu va cac
Han tu.
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Tt An Pao Phat thd Chién si Vi qudc vong than. Do nhém dao lay
T &n l1am trong, trong d6 An dat nudc 1a dén dap on nghia ddi véi to
qudc... nén tin d6 tho phung nhimg nguoi vi qudc vong than. Trong
nghi I& hang ngay, tin 45 déu cung com, tra, banh, bai lay. Tran diéu
c6 ghi Han ty k1 B 1= & (Chién Si Vi Quéc Vong Than).

Nhom dao thd Trim quan cuu than, 12 cac vi quan thoi xua, co
cong véi dat nude trong khang chién chdng giac va khai hoang lap
lang.... C4c vi quan nay khi qua d&i dugc ton thanh than nén duoc tho
phung.

B4 tanh van dan 1a nhitng nguoi tir nhidu doi nhiéu kiép trudc bi
Xiéu md lac ma, trong d6 co ong ba, nguoi than cua minh, nén phai
tho phung. Béa tanh van dan dugc phan ra thanh hai ban tho: Bén nam
va bén nir. Pay duoc coi 1a sy binh dang gitra hai dbi twong tho cua
Ta An DPao Phat, khac véi tin ngudng dan gian cia nguoi Viét Nam
B6 chi chu yéu tho Ba tanh van dan bén nam ma khdng hozc hiém khi
tho Ba tanh van dan bén ntr.

Hai ban Tién giang va Hau giang duogc 1ap tho riéng. Theo tin do
cho biét, Tién giang 1a nhiing tin do theo 6ng Pao Sau tu hanh tir khi
mai khai dao, da qua doi, nén dugc tho phung. Hau giang la nhiing tin
dd sau nay tu hanh, 1am céng qua trong chda. Khi nhimg nguoi nay
qua doi ma khong c6 gia dinh than thich hoac ho cé nguyén vong
dugc tho trong chua thi duoc nén lap ban tho. N6i chung, Tién giang
va Hau giang 1a nhing tin d6 thudc hang “than bang quyén thudc” cia
nhom dao.

Ban tho Tién khic than tu dwoc 1ap bén ngoai chia, ngay canh ta
mon va hitu mén. Trén ban tho 13 hinh ludng long von may ha chau,
VvGi cac Han tu ghi 5 #4455 (Tién Khac Than Ty). Tién khic than ty
la vi than trong coi phia trudc ngdi chla, gidng nhung ong Thién va
ong Ac canh giit hai bén ta mén va hiru mén trudce khi budc vao chinh
dién ¢ ngdi chlia Phat gido. Phia dudi ban tho nay 1a ban thd dng Ho
uy nghi. Ban thd Hau khic than ty dugc dat phia sau cing ngdi chua,
véch bén ngoai. Ban tho ¢é biéu twong mau vang vai cac Han tu 1% h
#55¥ (Hau Khic Than Tu”. Biéu tuong rong khong duoc hoa & ban
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thd ndy, bai vi, theo tin dd thi rong dit & phia vach hau (tin d6 goi 1a
“sau hé”) khong dugc trang nghiém. Twong tu nhu Tién khic than ty,
Hau khuc than tu 12 vi than canh giir phia sau ngdi chua, khéng cho
ma quy xam nhap.

Phia hau dién, vach sau cung ngdi chua 1a ban thd Than Thanh
hoang. Ban tho cd biéu twong mau do va chir Han # (Than) viét lon
trén vach tuong. Theo tin d6 day 1a vi Than Thanh hoang lang. Vao
ngay clng ram, tin do thuc hién nghi thic cing Than Thanh hoang
truée khi hanh 1 & cac ban tho noi chinh dién.

Bén canh viéc thd cac vi Phat - Thanh - Tién hay cac vi than trong
tin ngudng dan gian, chiia con the 6ng Pao Sau va To duong. Ban tho
ong Pao Sau - ngudi khai sang Tt An Pao Phat duoc tho ¢ trung tam
hau dién, dat sau ban tho Tam gi&o thanh nhan. Ban tho ¢ di anh dng
Pao Sau va cac Han ty co ¥ nghia nhic nho tin d6 chuyén tam tu
hanh, huong khéi hang ngay. Ban thd T6 duong 1a noi tho cha me cia
ong Pao Sau, do dng lap tho. Ban thd duoc bai tri Han tu 4% (T6
Puong) trén nén mau do.

Ngoai ra, trong chiia Tt An Pao Phat con thd mot s6 vi than khéc
nhu than Chung, thin M8, than C6, than Gia trach (tho than),... vira
mang tinh ton gido vira ké thira tin ngudng dan gian.

Phia bén ngoai san chua la ban thd Thang thién ba ting. Ban tho
Thong thién cia T An Pao Phat hoan toan khac véi ban tho Thong
thién trong dao Btru Son Ky Huong va T An Hiéu Nghia. O céc ton
gido nay, ban thd Théng thién bai tri hai tang: Thién hoang va Dia
hoang twong tng véi thd Troi va Dat. Tuy nhién, & nhom ton gido Tu
An Pao Phat, ban Théng thién dugc thiét 1ap ba tang. Can cir vao chi
Han tai mdi ban tho va 1oi giai thich cua tin d6 thi ban the cao nhat dat
ba Iy huong biéu thi cho Thién hoang - Pia hoang - Nhon hoang; ban
thd tang giita v6i hai lu huong thd Hong Méng Giéo chi, va ban cudi
cling tho Bia Mau V6 cuc tir ton véi mot lu huong.

Ngoai san chua ciing c¢6 1ap hai ngdi miéu 16n va khang trang tho
Ngii nhac Son than va Ngii vi Cong nwong Vuong Thanh (Ba Ngil
Hanh).
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Theo thdng ké so bo cua ching tdi, trong chiia Te An Pao Phat tho
tong cong ba muoi sau ban thd, bao gom tam ban thd bén ngoai va hai
muoi tim ban thd bén trong chua. Co thé thay, viéc thd phung cua
nhom tén gido nay rat phac tap, thé hién tu twéng Tam gido dong
nguyén va dung nap tin ngudng dan gian giéng nhu nhitng gi trong
kinh giang Hat Thanh ma gido chu truyén day. O cac ngdi chua, tiy
thuoc vao khdng gian ma cd cach thiét 1ap ban tho & céc vi tri khéc
nhau. Tuy nhién, nhitng ban tho quan trong nhét thuong dwoc dit & vi
tri trung tam.

2.4.Vé nghi I¢ ciia Tiv An Pao Phdt

So véi cac ton giao noi sinh ving Tay Nam Bg, nghi 18 cua Ti An
Pao Phat kha phac tap, giéng nhu Tt An Hiéu Nghia. Theo chung
t6i, sy phtrc tap nay c6 hai nguyén nhan: Thiz nhdt, 1a do dbi tuong
thd phung cua Tt An Pao Phat kh& nhiéu; thiz hai, do anh huong
nghi 18 cua céc tén gido khac va nghi I1& truyén théng dan gian.
Chua Ta An DPao Phat quy dinh mot ngay tin d6 thyuc hién bbn thoi
cing: 4 gio sang, 12 gio trua, 16 gio (4 gio chiéu) va 19 gio (7 gio
t61). Theo tin & cao nién, uy tin ciia nhém ton gido nay thi trude day
ong Dao Sau quy dinh clng t thoi: 6 gio sang va 12 gio trua, 18 gid
va 0 gio (12 gio khuya). Thoi cang 0 gio va 12 gio trua danh cho
ddng nhi cing; quy dinh thoi cling 6 gio sang, nhung 4 gid thi danh
cho dan 6ng cung trudc vi dan ba gio do lo gitt con, sau d6 dan ba
cling vao 6 gio sang; thoi cing 18 gid (6 gid chiéu) ciing vy, dan
ong clang trudc vao lic 16 gio, dan ba cing sau - vao 18 gio. Sau do,
do quy dinh thoi gian hanh I& nhu vay kha bit tién, nén cong dong
tin d thong nhat cang nhu & trén. Mic du quy dinh nhu vay, nhung
trong thuc té néu c6 1y do dic biét, tin 6 c6 thé thuc hién cing sém
hoic mudn hon. Trong chiia Ta An Pao Phat, bén canh céc I clng
[6n trong nam nhu ngay khai dao, ngay vién tich cua nguoi khai dao,
ngay ram Tam nguon,... thi ngay 14, 15 va 29, 30 hang thang déu c6
t6 chirc I8 clng tir thoi va tung kinh (cung thuwong nhat thi khong
tung kinh). Nghi I& dién ra trong cac thoi clng kha nhiéu va phuc
tap. Noi dung dudi day sé tap trung khao ta nhirng nghi thuc chinh
cua ba thoi clng tiéu biéu nhat.
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2.4.1. Thoi cung ngo

Thoi cling ngo bat dau ldc 11 gio va két thac lac 12 gio, goi 1a thoi
cung com cho cac vi Phat - Thanh - Tién,... dugc tho trong va ngoai
chua. Bit dau vao gio clng, tin d6 thuc hién nghi thire rét nudc clng
trén tat ca cac ban tho. Sau dé, tin @6 cAm nhang ra truéc ban tho
chinh dién thyuc hién nghi thirc danh chudng, 1dy diu thanh ¢ ban tho
trung tam va tir phwong. Cach thirc ddu thanh nhu sau: Tin do gio bd
nhang 1én tran, sau d6 ha xudng dua qua bén vai trai rdi dua qua bén
vai phai, dua lai gitra nguc, ci xa mot xa. Két thac nghi thuc 1ay dau
thanh t& phuong, tin dd quay vao ban thd chinh dién doc bai nguyén
“Cling com ngo”. Nguyén xong, tin d6 cam nhang trén timng ban tho.

Dong thoi véi tin do 1am nghi thirc dang huong, mot tin do khac
thuc hién nghi thitc dang com cung trén ban thd. Moi ban the dang
cling tir mot dén ba chén com, tiy theo ban tho don hay phdi tho
nhiéu vi. Tin d6 chi dang com cung (com lat/com tring), ngoai ra
khong clng bat ky vat pham nao khac. Dang com xong, tin dd tién
hanh nghi thuc lay trinh 1€ & ban thd Tam gido thanh nhan va ban tho
Thay (6ng Pao Sau) ¢ hau dién. Thyuc hién xong nghi 1€ ¢ ban tho
Tam gido thanh nhan va ban thd Thay, tin do ra phia trudc ban tho
trung tdm chinh dién thuc hanh nghi thirc tung kinh.

Tin d6 diing trang nghiém, hai ban tay chap vao nhau theo céach thirc
tam ngon tay dudi thang, hai ngon tay cai chéo vao nhau theo hinh chi
Nhan [ A]*. Tay chip thuc hién nghi thic 1y du thanh trude ban tho
chinh dién va tir phuong. Mdi lan lay dau thanh & mot hudng, tin do
danh ba tiéng chudng. Xong nghi thirc lay dau thanh, tin d6 quy xubng
truée ban thd chinh dién thyuc hién nghi thic lay. Trudc khi vao phan
lay, tin do g6 ba tiéng chudng. Tay chip dua 1én tran doc bai nguyén
cing Cing com ngo. Khi doc xong bai nguyén, tin dd thyc hién nghi
thirc lay ddi vai céc vi Phat - Thanh - Tién - Than - nguoi... duoc thy
trong va khuon vién bén ngoai chtia. Mai 1an thuc hién mét lay, tin d6
g6 mot tiéng chubng. Tong cong tin do thyc hién 254 lay va danh 254
tiéng chudng, c6 41 hinh tugng Phat - Thanh - Tién - nguoi dugc dé cap
dén trong qua trinh thyc hién nghi thirc lay. Hoan thanh nghi thic lay,
tin 46 dung day thuc hién nghi thic 1y dau thanh trude ban thd chinh
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dién va tir phuong. Hoan thanh nghi thic 1dy dau thanh, tin ¢4 d¢anh ba
tiéng chudng trén ban tho & chinh dién. Hai tay op vudt 1én dau tir trén
ra sau gay, dau cli xudng. Nhu vay la két thic thoi Cling com ngo.

2.4.2. Thoi cing 16 gio

O thai ciing nay nghi 1& don gian hon thoi cing ngo. Trudc tién, tin
dd thuc hién nghi the dang cung nudc. Dong thoi, mot tin dd khéc
thue hién dbt nhang, cim nhang 1én tit ca cac ban tho. Tiép theo la
nghi thic Hau chuéng. Tin d6 dén dai hong chung chip tay cau
nguyén, sau d6 giong 1én mot hdi chudng dai. Két thic hoi chudng, tin
dd vira giong ting nhip chudng vira doc bai kinh “Khai chung”. Két
thiic bai kinh “Khai chung”, tin do tiép tuc ngoi lai trén ghé va niém
Phat. Tin d6 niém Phat trong khoang 5 phut thi lai giong mét tiéng
chudng; ci thuc hién nhu vay dén trong khoang thoi gian 30 — 60 phut
thi nghi. Thoi gian danh cho nghi thirc nay lau hay mau tuy theo stc
khoe va tdm niém cua tin 6. Cubi cung, tin d6 giéng ba hdi chudng
dai, dung ddy xa dai hong chung mot x4, sau d6 lai ban thd ¢ chinh
dién xa mot x4 va xoay ngudi xa tir phuong. Nhu vay 1a két thic nghi
& thoi clng 16 gio.

2.4.3. Thoi ciing 19 gio vao ngay 14, 15va 29, 30 dm lich hang thang

Vo ngay cung ram 14, 15 va 29, 30 hang thang, nghi 12 thoi clng
trua (12 gid) va chiéu (16 gio) thuc hién nhu ngay thuong, riéng thoi
cling 19 gio ¢ nhiéu nghi thirc phtc tap hon. Vao ngay thuong, thoi
cling 19 gio, tin d6 khdng thyc hién nghi thirc tung kinh, ma chi duoc
thuc hién gidng nhu nghi thic 16 gio.

Vao nhiing ngay nay, dén thoi clng 19 gio, tin do tap trung rat
dong & chua. Trudc tién 1a nghi thire dang nudc cing va thap nén (dén
cay) ¢ tat ca cac ban tho, duoc thuc hién boi hai hoic ba tin d6. Mot
tin d6 khac d6t mot bo nhang, dung trudc ban tho trung tdm chinh
dién, danh hai tiéng chudéng. Sau d6 thyc hién nghi thic 1y dau thanh
truéc ban thd trung tam va tir phuong (xoay ngudi theo chiéu tir phai
sang trai). Sau nghi thirc 1y dau thanh, tin d6 ndy quy xudng dua bod
nhang 1&n tran nguyén, két thic bai nguyén thi chia cho hai hoic ba tin
dd di cam nhang trén cac ban tho (c6 36 ban tho). Mot tin dd khéc
dem ting dia nhoé dung béanh ngot dang cing 1én ban thd. Mot tin do
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khéc thuc hién nghi thirc danh ba hoi kiéng (kéng). Tin d6 phu trach
chubng giong mot hdi chudng dai, ddng thoi doc bai kinh “Khai
chung”. Tiép d6, tin d6 giéng chudng tiép tuc thuc hién nghi thuc
“hau chubng - niém Phat” cho dén khi két thic thoi cang. Sau dé
ngudi ta danh tiép ba hoi kiéng, ngudi hau chubng vira niém Phat vira
nhe nhang gidng chudng tirng nhip theo tiéng kiéng.

Phia hau dién, cac tin d6 tap trung theo nhém nam ta, nit hitu lam
nghi thirc cling ra mat va trinh 18 truée ban thd Tam gido Thanh nhan,
ban tho Thay T va ban thd Than Thanh hoang,... Trudc ti€n, cac tin dd
ddng quy xudng, mot tin do chu 18 1 ty kheo'® dimg 1én trude ban the
Tam gido thanh nhan va Thay T6 danh ba hdi chudng dat trén ban tho.
Tin d6 dong quy xudng doc bai nguyén. Nguyén xong, cii ngudi lay
nam lay. Xong niam lay, tin 46 quay ra sau ban thd Than Thanh hoang
véi nguyeén, lay muoi hai lay. Tin do tiép tuc xoay nguoi sang ban tho
Chu vi qua khir vai nguyén va lay nim lay. Sau dé tin 6 déng dung
day, quay mat trudc ban tho Tam gido thanh nhan va ban tho Thay
khoanh hau hai tay vao nguc niém, nguyén kinh I&. Mot tin 6 bung
khay I& trén ban thd Thay ra dit trudc ban tho ¢ trung tim chinh dién.
Nghi thirc bung khay 18 nay duoc goi 1a “mdi Thay ra ching giam/dy 18
cing cung tin d6”. Tin d6 cling té tyu lai phia trudc ban the trung tam
chinh dién, tay cim cay nhang, kep nhang ¢ giita ngon tay tré va ngon
giza cna ban tay trai d6i voi nam; kep nhang ¢ ngén tré va ngon giira
ctia ban tay phai d6i véi nir. Cay nhang nay sé dugc cam-kep trén tay dé
thuc hanh xuyén suét dén khi gan két thic nghi I thoi cang. Tin do
ddng quy xubng, chu 18 1a tin dd ty kheo (thu chudng)'’ danh ba hoi
chuéng. Vira két thic tiéng chudng, tin d6 ty kheo thir hai (tha md)
danh 1én ba hdi md, goi 1a nghi thirc “khai chudng” va “khai mo”.

Két thdc nghi thic “khai chubng”, “khai mé”, tin d6 dong ding
day 1am nghi thic 1ay dau thanh ¢ ban tho trung tdm va tir phuong.
Phuong hudng cua nghi thac liy dau thanh gitra tin d6 nam va ni
khéc nhau, thyuc hién theo quy tic ma Thay truyén day: “Hoa nam - xa
trong - Thanh ching - x4 ngoai/Hoa ching - nam nit d6i dién”.

Hoan thanh nghi thirc 1dy dau thénh, tat ca tin dd dong quy xudng
thuc hién nghi thiac doc kinh “Hat Thanh”. Ong ty kheo cha 1& dan
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kinh doc bai “Nguyén huong”. Xong bai nguyén, tin do cli xuéng lay
nam lay cing véi niam tiéng chudng. Tin d6 quay ra huéng ban tho Ho
phép Di Da va Tiéu Dién Dai s (ddi dién ban thes chinh dién) doc bai
nguyén. Nguyén xong, cUi lay sau lay, mdi lay danh mét tiéng chuéng.
Tin db quay ngudi vao ban tho trung tim chinh dién doc bai nguyén.
Xong loi nguyén, tin dd cui lay tdm lay va danh tdm tiéng chudng.
Tiép theo, tin 46 ddng dua nhang 1én trdn nguyén va bat dau doc bai
kinh Hat thanh: “Thi thac tinh con nguoi”, vaéi 64 cau kinh va sdu cau
niém danh xung cac vi Phat, Than, Thanh,... Két thic bai kinh, tin db
lay bon lay va danh bén tiéng chuéng, sau d6 chuyén sang doc bai
kinh Nhap thanh, gém 45 cau va mot cau niém “Nam M6 A Di Da
Phat”. Két thuc bai kinh Nhap thanh, tin db cli lay bén lay, mai lay
hoa véi mot tiéng chudng. Tin d6 tiép tuc tung bai “Hat Phat” gom 43
cau, sau d6 niém “Nam M6 A Di Da Phat” va cli lay bdn lay, mdi lay
di kém moét tiéng chudng. Pai dién tin dd nam, nir hai bén gom nhang
cua cac tin d6 dén cam trén ban tho tran diéu noi chinh dién va ban
tho HO phép.

Sau d6, tin d6 doc tiép bai: “Nhé cha me ngay xua mot giong loai
ngudi tat ca ngil chau dai dao”. Két thic 61 cau kinh tung, tin do niém
“Nam Mo A Di Pa Phat”, cli lay bon lay, mdi lay danh mot tiéng
chudng. Tiép dén, truéc khi doc bai kinh: “Phéng xa linh hon cho vao
ctra dao”, tin dd doc bdn cau chd, mdi cdu danh mét tiéng chudng. Sau
bai kinh 58 céu, tin d6 cUi lay bén lay, mdi lay kém mét tiéng chudng.
Tin d ty kheo chu I& dan kinh tiép chuyén qua bai: “Lay cau Tam giéo
Hoi dong”. Tin d6 khi tung bai kinh nay thuc hién nghi thic “lay” ¢
mdi cau kinh, kém mat tiéng chudng. Bai kinh nay c6 50 cu, tin d6
thuc hién 50 lay va giong 50 tiéng chudng. Tiép theo 1a bai kinh “Dang
ciing nude mat”. Két thic bay cau kinh, tin d6 cli lay mét lay va danh
mot tiéng chudng. Tin db tung tiép bai kinh “Déang cung nude tra” gom
chin cau, sau d6 lay mét lay va danh mot tiéng chudng. Sau do 1a bai
kinh “Dang cting bong” gom mudi cau, tin dd cai dau lay mot lay va
danh mot tiéng chudng khi két thic. Tin d6 chuyén nguyén doc bai
“Dang cung hoa qua”, két thlic muoi hai cau kinh, tin d0 lay sau lay va
danh sau tiéng chudng (mdi lay danh mét tiéng chudng). Tin do doc
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tiép kinh “Nguyén 17 va “Nguyén 2”. Két thic mdi bai kinh nguyén, tin
dd lay mot lay, sau d6 danh mot tiéng chudng. Sau bai kinh “Nguyén
37, tin d lay ba lay, sau lay, mdi lay danh mét tiéng chuéng.

Tiép do, tin 46 dong ding day thuc hién nghi thic 1y ddu Théanh
& ban tho trung tdm va ti phuong. Mai nghi thic 1ay dau Thanh ¢
mot hudng danh hai tiéng chudng. Két thic nghi thic 1ay ddu Théanh,
tin d6 thuc hién nghi thicc “xa hop ching” ddi mat nam va nit. Sau
d6, tin d6 dong xoay nguoi huéng vé ban thd trung tim chinh dién
thuc hién nghi thire “bai gbi”. Tin d6 déng ding trang nghiém trudc
ban tho, hai tay chap hinh blp sen, mét chan quy xuéng, ngudi cui
vé truge, dau goi sat dat, chan con lai tru dang, cui cho cua tay bén
chan try dung dung dat 1én dau gbi, mat/tran cli guc dat 1&n ban tay
cam nam hinh blp sen dang dua ra phia truéc. Vé quy tac “béi goi”,
gitta nam va nir nghi thirc khac nhau nhu Thay da day: “Nam chan
hitu quy xuéng/Nit chan ta quy xudng” - chan con lai lam tru. C6
nghia 1a tin &6 nam quy chan phai, chan trai dyng lam try, cli cho
tay trai chéng lén gdi chan trai (dang lam try). Tin do nit thi chan tréi
quy xuéng, chan phai dung 1am try, ci cho tay phai chéng lén gdi
chan phai (dang lam tru). Tin d6 quy “bai g6i” va niém Phat khoang
mot phut, theo bdn tiéng chubng cua 6ng ty kheo cha I&. Sau do, tin
dd bung mam khay 18 trinh cing da dit trén ban tho trung tam chinh
dién truéc @6 vao dit trg lai trén ban thd cua Thay. Piéu ndy cd y
nghia 14 “nghi 1& da xong, xin mdi Thay tré lai nghi ngoi”. Sau do,
tin d6 vao hau dién dang té tyu trudc ban tho Tam gido thanh nhan
va ban tho Thay 1am nghi 1& bai ta bang nghi thic x4 mot xa hoac lay
dau Thanh. Nhu vay la két thic budi I& cing ram vao ngay 14 - 15
hang thang, thoi cing 19 gio.

Miéu thuat trén chi la nhitng nghi thac chinh trong qua trinh hanh
18, ngoai ra con nhiéu nghi thirc khac. Trong cac 18 hoi clng hiang nam
& chta con nhiéu nghi thirc phtc tap hon. Qua dé, c6 thé thay nghi 18
ciia Tt An Pao Phat kha phuc tap, anh huong bai nghi I Phat gido,
Cong gido, nghi 1& dan gian va tu twong Nho gido. Thong qua hé
thdng nghi I&, ¢6 thé nhan biét dic trung cia Tar An Pao Phat, nhitng
diém khéac véi Biru Son Ky Huong va Tir An Hiéu Nghia.
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Két luan

Ta An DPao Phét ra doi trén nén tang cua ton gido Buu Son Ky
Huong va T An Hiéu Nghia, nhung c6 rat nhiéu diém khac so vai hai
t6n gido trudc d6. Bén canh d6, Ta An Pao Phat con tiép nhan nhiéu
gia tri van hoa, tin nguong dan gian va anh huéng caa Cong giao trong
biéu twong thd phung va nghi 1&. Do vay, c6 thé cho rang, Ta An Dao
Phat 1a mot nhém ton gido mai, ra doi trong bdi canh lich sir xa hoi
viing Tay Nam B6 c6 nhiéu kho khan, phic tap; trong bdi canh cac ton
gi4o va chi phai cua c4c ton gido noi sinh ra doi, phat trién rat manh. Sy
ra doi cua Tt An Dao Phat c6 dong gop quan trong trong doi sdng vat
chat, tinh than caa nguoi Viét ving Tay Nam Bd, tao nén su phong phd,
da dang trong buc tranh van hoa ton gido noi sinh vang Nam BJ.

Qua nghién cau lich st ra doi va cac diac diém thuc hanh T An Pao
Phat, c6 thé nhan thiy day 1a mot nhom t6n gido dic biét trong hé thong
cac ton gido, chi phai ton giao noi sinh & Nam Bo. Nhém ton gido nay
quan niém, nguoi tu hanh thi chi can tap trung lo tu hanh, 1am an, gitp
dd nguoi nghéo kho, vi dit nuéc,... 1a diéu quan trong nhat, do vay ma
dén nay, Tir An Pao Phat khéng mudn “xung danh”, khong mudn phd
truong hinh thic, ngay ca déi véi viéc xay cat chla,... Chinh vi nhiing
quan niém d6 ma tin &6 T An Dao Phat “am tham lang 18” tu hanh, rat
it nguoi biét dén. Quan niém nay nham muc dich gitr gin truyén thng
ctia dao, dem dén su yén tinh trong doi séng tu hanh caa tin d6, han ché
su tac dong cua doi séng xa hoi, 1am méat di truyén thdng cua dao -
nhitng vin d& ma nhiéu ton gido gap phai hién nay. /.

CHU THICH:

1 Trong cong ddng tin d6, nhom ton gido nay dugc goi véi nhiéu danh
xung nhu: T& An Pao Phat, T An Qudc Pao, Tt An Hiéu Nghia Phat
Dao, Pao Phat Tt An,... Nhung sé dong tin @6 ma ching toi phong van
sau déu goi bang danh xung “Tw An Pao Phat”. Tén goi nay ciing dugc
Iy 1am bang hiéu cua chua va nhiéu bang hiéu khéc, duoc dé cap trong
nhitng bai Hat Thanh cua dao. Do vay, ¢ diy chung toi st dung tén goi
phd bién trong cong dong tin d6 1a: Ta An Pao Phat.

2 Ciing c6 cau chuyén ké rang, 6ng Pao Sau co di qua nai Ta Lon (Bokor,
Campuchia) tu hanh. Tuy nhién, theo mot sb tin d6 16n tudi va cé uy tin
nhét trong nhom thi 6ng Pao Sau chua timg dén tu hanh ¢ nii Ta Lon ma
chi tu ¢ vang Bay Nii cho dén khi thanh 1ap nhom dao.



Nguyén Trung Hiéu, Bdng Pang Thu. 77 An Pao Phét... 47

3 Theo phéan chia dia gi¢i hanh chinh cta lyc lwong cach mang, tinh Long
Chau Ha trong thoi gian nay bao gom: Long Xuyén, Chau Déc va Ha Tién.

4 Nguyén Trung Hiéu, tu liéu phong van sau 6ng U. C. (91 tudi), ong T. L.
H. (73 tudi), ong C. (60 tudi) la cac tin d6 ciia 6ng Pao Sau tai Son Ha
C6 Miéu, Huynh Van tu va Luong An Thanh tu. Phong van vao thang 2
va thang 5 nam 2021.

5 Nguyén Trung Hiéu, tu liéu phong van sau 6ng C. (60 tudi), ty kheo dan
kinh tai chua Luong An Thanh ty, thang 2 va thang 5 nam 2021.

6 Nguyén Trung Hiéu, tu liéu phong van sau 6ng U. C. (91 tudi) 1a tin 46
clia 6ng Pao Sau tai Son Ha ¢6 miéu,ngay 23 thang 5 nim 2021,

7 Nguyén Trung Hiéu, tu liéu phong van sau 6ng U. C. (91 tudi) 1a tin d6
clia ong Pao Sau tai Son Ha ¢ miéu, ngay 23 thang 5 nam 2021.

8 Nguyén Trung Hiéu, tu liéu phong van sau ng T. L. H (73 tudi), 1a tin 46
cua 6ng Pao Sau tai Huynh Van ty, thang 2 va thang 5 nam 2021.

9 Nguyén Trung Hiéu, tu liéu phong van sau ong T. L. H (73 tubi), 1a tin d6
cta 6ng Dao Sau tai Huynh Van ty, thang 2 va thang 5 nam 2021.

10 Nguyén Trung Hiéu, tu liéu phong van sau tin d6 ong Dao Séu.

11 Nguyén Trung Hiéu, tu liéu phong van sau dng C. (60 tudi), ty kheo din
kinh, tin d6 coa ong Pao Sau tai chua Luong An Thanh, thang 2 nam 2021.

12 Nguy&n Trung Hiéu, tu liéu phong van sau 6ng C. (60 tudi), Ty kheo dan
kinh, 1 tin & cua 6ng Pao Sau tai chuia Huynh Van, thang 2 va thang 5
nam 2021.

13 Viéc tho phung va ¥ nghia cua tung hinh twong rat phutc tap, ngay ca
nhitg tin dd cao nién, uy tin ciia nhom dao ciing chua thé ly giai rd rang.
O day, chung tdi bude dau khao ta doi nét vé dic trung thd phung, viéc ly
giai sdu vé ngudn gdc, ¥ nghia cua cac hinh tuong s& duoc trinh bay trong
mot nghién ctiru khac.

14 Ching t6i s& ly giai vé& y nghia ciia cac nghi I& trong mot nghién cau
khac. O day, ching t6i budc dau trinh thuat nhitng diém chinh cta nghi I
dé c6 cai nhin so bo V& nhom ton gido nay

15 Néu 1a tin dd nam thi ngon cai tay trai chéo qua ngén céi tay phai. Tin do
nir thi ngén cai tay phai chéo qua ngon cai tay trai. Thuc hién theo quy
tic nam ta, nix hiru.

16 Tuy duoc cong dong tin d6 ton xung, d& cir 1a Ty kheo, nhung cach thirc
tu hanh, hinh dang cua tin d6 14 ngudi néng dan binh thudong “cu si tai
gia”. Khong gidng nhu bac tu Ty kheo trong Phat giao.

17 Trong qua trinh thuc hién nghi 1& ciing ludn c6 hai 6ng Ty kheo. Mot Ty
kheo “thii chudng” - 1a Ty kheo chi I, ¢6 nhiém vy doc dan kinh hay con
goi la “khai kinh” va gd chuong. Ty kheo thir hai c6 nhiém vy “thu md”,
nham hd tro Ty kheo chu I8 “gd md” hodc doc trg kinh khi Ty kheo chu
I& moi mét. Vi thoi gian cua mot thoi cing 19 gio (7 gio téi) vao ngay
ram 14, 15 hoic 29, 30 kéo dai tir 90 phit dén 120 phit.
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Abstract

TU AN BUDDHISM - ANEW RELIGION IN THE
SOUTHWEST VIETNAM

Nguyen Trung Hieu

Faculty of Arts and Culture,

An Giang University, VNU-Ho Chi Minh City
Dzang Dzang Thu

Faculty of Arts and Culture,

An Giang University, VNU-Ho Chi Minh City

Ta An Buddhism (Four Virtues) is a new religion that was founded
in An Giang in 1947. This religion based on the doctrine and thought
of Biru Son Ky Huong religion (founded in 1849) and Buddhist
thought. Ta An Buddhism had a great influence in the spiritual and
material life of people in some localities in the border areas of An
Giang and Kién Giang provinces. In this article, the author indicates
Ta An Buddhism’s history of the formation and other important
aspects such as doctrinal ideology, the process of reclamation, village
establishment, characteristics of worship, ritual system, etc.

Keywords: New religion; Ta An Buddhism; Pao Sau; Biu Son
Ky Huong; An Giang; Kién Giang.



