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TOM TAT

Phan Véan Him la mét trong nhiing tén tudi néi bdt ciia vian hoc Nam Bg nira dau thé ki XX.
Véi tac pham Ngbi t Khédm Lon, éng dd tao duwot tiéng vang trén van dan néi riéng va trong doi
song chinh tri — x& héi dwong thoi ndi chung. Bang phirong thirc tiép cdn van héa — lich sit, phwong
thirc tiép can lién nganh cling céc phan tich, so sanh, bai viét cho thay tac pham Ngdi to Kham Lén
khéng chi truc tiép phd bay sir khdc nghiét, bat cong trong ché dé lao tu cia thuc dan Phép tai Viét
Nam ma con cho thdy su khing hodng trong doi song ciia nguoi dan Viét Nam niza dau thé ki XX tir
kinh té, x& hgi, ludn Ii, dao dirc, va hon cd & su Ki vong ciia Phan Vin Hiim vé mét x& héi tot dep
dira trén quan niém vé triét Ii nhan sinh.

Tir khoa: ki su; Ngoi ti Kham Lén; Phan Van Hum; vin hoc Nam Bo

1.  Patvan dé

Ngoi to Kham Lén 14 tac pham hiém hoi ctia Phan Vin Hum thudc mang sang tac vin
hoc duoc phd bién ngay sau luc dugc viét ra va con duoc it lai cho dén ngay nay. Tac pham
Xuat hién lan dau bang hinh thirc dang nhiéu ki trén bao Than Chung (chi bit Nguyén Vin
B4) vao dau nam 1929, ngay lap tic bi nha cam quyén thuc dan tich thu va cdm ding. Sau
d6, vao cudi nam 1929, nha in Bao Ton cho in tac pham thanh sach va ciing bi thuc dan tich
thu, khong cho phé bién. Nhitng dong thai nay da cho thay Ngai to Kham Lén cua Phan Vian
HUm ra doi tai thoi diém dé nhu mot qua bom cé sicc cong phd manh mé ddi véi thanh tri
ché do thuc dan tai Nam Ky. Gia tri ndi bat hon ca cua tac pham 1a di phoi bay su khic
nghiét, “v6 nhan dao” cua nha to Kham Lén, mot diéu ma thuc dan Phéap khong bao gio
mudn thira nhan.

Nhung thyec ra, dang sau vin d& dam mau sic chinh trj luc bay gio, Ngai ti Kham Lén
con an chira trong d6 nhirng gia tri sdu xa hon. Ngoai 1oi twa (bai cua cha bat bao Than
Chung — Nguyén Vin Ba) va phu luc, ndi dung chinh cua tac pham gom 13 muc, mdi muc
duoc xem nhu mot “lat cat”, ghi lai canh sinh hoat caa t nhan Kham Lén tir chuyén vao tu
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dén chuyén an, mac, ¢ trong ti, &én cac nhan vat trong ti nhu thay chd, anh chi, van dé tham
t0, vu 4n Hoi kin Nguyén An Ninh... Tir nhitng “lat cat” chan thyc nhu thé, ong da cho thiy
g6c nhin chan thuc cuing nhiing suy ngam cua 6ng vé sé phan ngudi dan Viét Nam nira dau
thé ki XX. Tir nhitng suy ngam dé, tac phdm da boc 16 quan diém, sy ki vong cua tac gia vé
ché @6 xa hoi tét dep cling mot sb khia canh cua triét 1f nhan sinh. Ngoai ra, tac phim con
cudn hut nguoi doc bai mot 16i viét doc dao kho ai sanh dugc trong thoi gian do.

2. Noi dung nghién cau

2.1.  G6c nhin chan thuc ciia Phan Viin Hium vé sw khiing hodng cac gia tri trong doi
song ngwoi dan Vigt Nam nira ddu thé ki XX

Bure tranh doi séng mudn mit trong x& hoi Viét Nam ntra dau thé ki XX hién ra chan
thuc, sdu sic thdng qua g6c nhin ciia Phan Vin Hum trong mot hoan canh, khong gian kha
dac biét: kham ti. Mac du trong ti nhung moi thir dién ra khong khac gi ngoai xa hoi, boc
16 gan hét cac phuong dién thudc vé ban chat con ngudi.

Nhin tir phuong dién kinh té, thuc trang doi séng kho khan 1am cho con nguoi lic nao
ciing dé tm vao chuyén 1am an. Nhung chuyén 1am an ctia ngudi dan lic bay gio van chi &
muc “toan lo nghéo kh6” (Nguyén Dinh Chiéu). Xa hoi Viét Nam tir trong quéa khir d phai
ganh chiu rat nhiéu co cuc do su khung hoang caa ché dé phong kién. Bén khi thuc dan Phap
dit chan 1én dat nudc ta, bién Nam Ky thanh xu thudc dia, hé luy tir ché do chinh trj va doi
sdng kinh té da dan dén nhiéu véan dé trong doi séng x4 hoi, tac dong dén cach sdng, 16i suy
nghi va tinh cach cta ngudi Viét. Xuyén sudt tac pham, ta thiy su thuong xot, ndi dau cua
mét tri thirc day 1ong tu trong khi nhin thiy nhitng canh doi, nhirng tinh hudng boc 16 tinh
bat 6n cua nguoi dan Viét Nam lac d6. Tu nhiing diéu nho nhat nhu cach an, &, cho dén
nhitng mdi quan hé cong déng xa hoi, cach con ngudi tng Xt voi nhau, ¢6 nhitng didu rat
t6t nhung ciing c6 nhitng mat trai duoc tao ra tir ndi &m anh thiéu thén vé vat chat. Cai nghéo
d3 lam cho con ngudi chd tm nhiéu vao nhitng mén loi vé vat chit, tao nén tam Ii ich ki,
lgi dung méanh khée dé hon thua, si dién ngay ca trong chén lao ti, &én mac Phan Vin Hum
phai thét 1én mot cach day hé then va chua x6t: “Tai trong thiy cai thoi an gianh udng giut
4y ma tic minh qua, ma xau hd quéa, noi gidng cua toi, troi day chi ngu dan dén thél”
(Nguyen, 2002, p.89)®. Trong tu thi “cuing chung mét canh khé véi nhau, khdng hay 1 bét
kh6 cho nhau, ma lai thém khé cho nhau. Cua dé mudi nguoi an du, khdng ngon miéng ciing
dugc no 1ong, ma gom 6m lay mot minh cho bao nhiéu ngudi thiét thoi thém lat, nghi ciing
dang gidn ma dang budn” (Nguyen, 2002, p.90). Trdng ra ngoai xa hoi thi “manh thoi hiép
yéu, khdn ngoan lan luét ké ngu dan, cua troi chung ha caa riéng ai? Sao lai ¢6 anh M& quan
to, muu chude 1dm, khan dat dién ngan ngan nhai nhai? Sao lai c6 anh M4 cua nhiéu, thé lec
I6n, khién t0i t& ro ro ran ran? Cua troi chung ai ciing duoc phan in, sao ai dugc mot minh

2 Tét ca cac trich dﬁp tac phém Ngo”‘i tu Kham Lon cua Phan Van Hum trong bai viét nay duogc chung t6i sir
dung tr cuon Nguyen Q. Thang (tuyén chon, gidi thiéu) (2002). Tuyén tGp Phan Van Hum, Nxb Van hoa
Thong tin.
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ai ling doan?” (Nguyen, 2002, p.90). C6 ngudi vi tién ma cam 1am thay doi, 1am cai td ri
hanh ha, héng héch véi nguoi dan qué minh. Méi ngay nao con 1a anh nha qué, di linh tap,
dén khi man khda “chan vira sach vét phén bén tro lai ghét thu qué nha, khdng chiu vé noi
chén nhau cit rén nira, mai dira hoi Tay kiém it tién lwong bong cho qua ngay” (Nguyen,
2002, p.98). Cai nghéo nhu mot di chi tinh than 1am cho con ngudi tré nén tham lam hén
mon, vi vai diéu thudc, vai miéng an trong t ma lam nhiing viéc nhu danh ngudi, chyc giét
ngudi ma khong chut suy nghi gi thi that 1a ddng suy ngdm. Ngoai tham lam, ngudi minh
con ham sy sung sudng. Diéu ndy dan dén nan phe phai trong ti cling nhu ngoai xa hoi.
Nhiing thay chi trong kham t hay lgi dung quyén hanh dé doi hoi qua cap, tién bac tir than
nhan nhimg ngudi ti, ma “ké cd tién con dd, nguoi khong tién ciing di quo héi dau nay dau
no, dem vé dung cho nguc tét mong ngudi trong ti dugc yén 6n tim than” (Nguyen, 2002,
p.99). Tinh cam gia dinh la sgi day lién h¢, rang rit con ngudi lai véi nhau. Nhung trong xa
hoi day nhitng bat cong, cudc sdng nghéo khé nén khdng thiéu chi nhitng tham canh dau
long. Mot ngudi me vi dé danh d6 an di thim nudi chong ma danh dé dwa con bi thiéu thén.
Hon mét lan Phan Van HUm cam théan trong su chua x6t: “Thuong 6i! X4 hoi kim tién, nghéo
phai chiu hén, cho dén trong ti ciing con céi vit nghéo dau don iy” (Nguyen, 2002, p.130).
Ngudi anh hing trong xa hoi kim tién khéng con nhiéu gié tri, khong ¢ quyén lec ma
quyén luc thuc su nam trong tay ké c6 tién. Theo loi anh t0 Nguyén Vin Khué, “lam anh
hung trong thoi nay kho” khi ma céc thang bac gia tri bi dao 16n, bi danh trao hoac nguy tao,
da phan bi chi phéi boi gié tri vat chat. Mot s6 nguoi vi thiéu hiéu biét nén dé minh bi troi
theo nhitng yéu hén cua duc vong. Con nhimg ngudi nhur anh ti Nguyén Vian Khué, c6 nhan
tam, 1i tuong va hiéu biét nhung khong 1am sao thay d6i dugc hoan canh x& hoi, cudi ciing
phai gia ngay dé chap nhan chung séng vai sy bt cong. Con gi nghich 1i hon khi cdi ti ndo
phai 1a ¢5i vui, nhung nhiéu ngudi lai mong vao ti dé co cai an, vi & ngoai s& bi chét déi!
V6i ti nhan — nhiing kiép nhan sinh nhé mon, ho “chi ham c6 maét cai séng nhu cac
con ngoai vat”. Khi bj bét vao tu, ho 1am moi cach chi mong mau duoc tha, & duoc “lam
an”, “lao lao lyc lyc ngdy nay thang no, ciing cam chiéu thuan mang troi” (Nguyen, 2002,
p.119). Biéu ndy din dén mot diéu nghich 1i dau long khéc 1a long vi ki, khong mang dén
nhimng ngudi khéc ciing 1a dong bao véi minh. Dé bao toan tinh ménh cho ban than va cho
nhimg ngudi than caa ho, nhitng ngudi bi bét, bi khao tra, sin sang khai gian dé duoc tha.
Ma mot khi ho da khai gian, chi diém thi ngudi khac s& bi bat, bi danh dap mot cach oan tc.
Ho dau biét rang “mudn giai thoat cha me minh, dem cha me ngudi ta vao, mudn ty giai
thoét cho minh lai dem ngudi khac ciing mudn thoat than nhu minh ma thé vao, céi bung vi
ki 4y khong noi sao cho can duoc” (Nguyen, 2002, p.116). Bai “Lam con ngudi, biét cé cha
me, biét dau don vi cha me bi ngoi tu, cai d6 khong phai 1a mot cai bay. Biét co cha me, biét
c¢6 dau dén vi cha me ngdi th, ma quén rang ngoai minh ra, trong thé gian bao nhiéu ngudi
khéc hon minh ciing c6 cha me, ciing biét dau dén cho ndi cha me bi ngdi ti nhu minh. Cai
quén 4y maéi 1a mét cai bay” (Nguyen, 2002, p.112). Tur su nhan thirc x4 hoi sau sic, Phan
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Vin Hum nhén nhu véi cac bac cha me “ché nén hiéu 1am rang con 4y 1 caa riéng cua minh.
Ma 1am con ciing chd nén hiéu 1am rang minh day la cua riéng cia cha me” (Nguyen, 2002,
p.113).

Khong chi vay, tir [ong vi ki cia mdi c& nhan ma dan dén tam Ii chia ré, thiéu doan két
trong xa hoi: “Ai ndy lo riéng cho cai mang minh, khéng biét chung nhau ma tim cai séng
trong cai chét, cho nén ai niy phai chung chét, boi vi su chia lia nhau ma van so cai chét
chung. Ching nhiing trong ti ma ngoai ti ngudi minh ciing vay (Nguyen, 2002, p.98). Roi
tir sy ich ki va thoi si dién s& dan dén hé qua Ia thiéu tinh thanh thuc. D6 ciing 1a li do ong
mong muédn con ngudi sdng véi nhau nén dwa vao sy “thuc tam”. Vi ¢6 thyc tam thi moi
hanh vi déu chinh dang, tir d6 ma nudi dudng sy tir té gitra nhitng con ngudi trong xa hoi
véi nhau.

Khi nhin vao sy dau khé méa con ngudi giy ra cho nhau, Phan Van Hum cho rang c6
hai li do chinh. Li do dau tién 1a & thé ché chinh tri, thir hai 1 do su tha hoa bén trong mdi
con ngudi. That ra, vao Kham Lén khong phai chi ¢é tu nhan chinh tri nhu ng va Nguyén
An Ninh. Luc d6, 6ng va Nguyén An Ninh déu dwoc giam cing véi thuong pham. Nho vay,
ong ¢ co hdi gap gd, tiép xdc vaéi nhiéu hang tu, tir d6 hiéu hon vé xa hoi va cac van dé cua
nhan sinh. Khi ngdi ti 6ng méi thiy c6 ngudi vi pham toi ma bi ti (nhu in trom, dn cudp,
chém 16n, giét ngudi...), nhung ciing c6 nhitng t nhan bi bit vao “khdng biét vi toi gi”
(trudng hop lién quan dén “hoi kin Nguyén An Ninh”), ciing c6 ngudi bi bat vi “toi” “khong
c6 s lam”, “toi” “khong déng thué than”... B4i véi hai loai ti sau nay thi that 1a nghich 1i
va bit cong, vi sau khi bé tu xong, nha nudc cd gitp ngudi hét han tu iy tim duoc so 1am
khong? Hay la vao ti chiing kién nhitng bat c6ng, chiu dung su tan &c, bi dao luyén thanh ra
bat lwong, trd ra x4 hoi thanh ngudi bat lwong? Cai vong 1an quan khong biét khi nao moi
cham dat. Nén éng cho riang nhitng toi pham kiéu nhu thé phan nhiéu do hoan canh ma ra.
Va “bao gior ché d6 x4 hoi khong thay ddi thoi cling con nguoi chui vao kham méi” (Nguyen,
2002, p.133).

Vé phan céi 4c ¢ tir trong ban than mdi ngudi, duge 6ng dién hinh qua hai trudng
hop: mét 1a truong hop so sanh gitra cai nguc nguoi Viét vai cai nguc Tay, hai 1a truong hop
vé cai tam 1i dam dong va su thién can c4 nhan trong trudng hop nan nhan I nit ti nhan da
giét con minh. Trong trudng hop dau, theo 6ng, so véi cai nguc Tay, cai nguc An Nam danh
dap, khao tién nhin tim hon 1 boi 1a “c&i 0an thu hén ha” 1an khuat trong con nguoi ho.
Nguc tét Tay ciing c6 nguoi hién nhu 6ng Canavagio, dng Se Sé (nguoi ta goi 1a dng Se Sé
vi khéng biét 6ng tén gi). Ong hién vi 6ng “hay lay thuc cua may ngudi “banh” ma cho
may nguoi gia”, ong “hay danh nhiing ké gianh an lau udng”. Ong “d4nh dau ma dénh vira
bung thién ha” (Nguyen, 2002, p.95). C6 ngudi vi hoan canh phai lam viéc cho chinh quyén
Phap, cho nha nudc nhung cai tim ctia ho van thién lwong. Chi c6 diéu ho khong phai 1 sb
d6ng nén khong thé tao nén mot xa hoi tét dep theo dang udc vong con ngudi ho. Diéu nay
cho thdy & mot phuong dién nao d6, Phan Van Him van tin tuéng vao nhan tm caa mdi c&
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nhan. V& truong hop tha hai, 6ng cho thiy mat trai caa nén luan Ii Nho gido phong kién da
c6 nhing tac dong nhit dinh dén tam thuc xa hoi, do 1a rat khic nghiét ddi voi nhiing phu
nit mang hoang thai. Tuy nhién, bang sy hiéu biét vé tam Ii hoc, 6ng ciing cho thay tu trong
ban than mdi nguoi, ai cling mang trong minh cai vo thic thudc vé ban nang, mot “con tha”
tiém phuc & d6” (Nguyen, 2002, p.126). Cho nén “Hoan canh 6 trugc da xui giuc cb di 1am
dang, ma luan li hep hoi lai chéo kéo cd vé mot nga” (Nguyen, 2002, p.126). Vi con nguoi
gay khd cho nhau 1 bai khong séng ding voi luong tAm trach nhiém cia minh, thoi si dién
lam cho moi ngudoi quén mat ban than minh, “ra véi xa hoi duong duong mat cao khiét cua
Appolon, riéng & mot minh pho phat hon 6 trugc cia Dionysos” (Nguyen, 2002, p.126).
Xuét phét tir sy nhan thirc ndy ma tat ca nhitng diéu Phan Van Hum ghi chép lai trong tac
pham déu c6 dung y cho moi ngudi nhan thuc rd vé hai khia canh caa thuc trang xa hoi ldc
biy gio: ché do chinh tri va dao duc con nguoi. Trong do, cac van dé thudc vé con nguoi
nhu 14 hé qua cua rat nhidu nguyén nhan sau xa cua lich sir va van hoa dan toc. Néu khong
c6 cudc cham tran véi phuong Tay, x4 hoi Viét Nam da khong thé boc 16 hét cac goc khuit
d3 ngam chtra, hau hét déu cé tinh bat 6n. N6 cho thay mét quén tinh vé tu duy, mot su
khung hoang thudc via tang vin hoa bé sdu cua mot dan toc, mot gidng noi. Va Phan Vin
Hum, thdng qua mot canh hudng mang tinh ca nhan (ngdi tu), 6ng da co su tiép xdc that gan
véi tat ca nhitng canh ngd, 1am hién ra mot buc tranh x& hoi day tinh bat 6n thoi by gio.
2.2.  Géc nhin li twéng Ciia Phan Vin Him vé viéc xay dung mét xa hgi tot dep

Ngoi tu Khdm Lén 1a cai nhin sau vao x& hoi Viét Nam nira dau thé ki XX véi biét bao
van dé, nhiéu géc nhin sang t6i dan xen. D6 13 cai nhin ciia ngudi tri thire c6 lwong tri trong
mot tdm thé dan than quyét liét. Ong 1am diéu nay khdng phai chi nham muc dich d4u tranh
v6i nha cdm quyén IGc bay gio (hodc day c6 thé 1a muc dich tdi thiéu truéc mit); sdu xa hon,
6ng mudn dua ra mot bai toan nhan sinh dé moi ngudi thay, ciing suy ngdm va tim ra giai
phap d6i véi dan toc minh. Goc nhin nay di cho thay rd lap truong tu tuong caa Phan Vin
Hum, d6 1a mot tinh than hét sirc bién chitng. Cudc doi cua mdi ca nhan ludn chiu su tac
dong caa hoan canh, x& hoi, trong khi x& hoi chiu su chi phéi caa ché @6 chinh tri. Cho nén
can c6 mot ché do chinh tri tot dep mai gidp moi nguoi co doi sdng tot dep. Mat khac, yéu
t6 c4 nhan ciia mdi con ngudi ciing rat quan trong. Néu tdm khong “chanh” s& dé tao ra
nhiing théi t&, khdng chi cho minh ma con cho ngudi khéc. Nhan thirc dugc diéu nay, theo
ong can mot IGc thuce hién hai muc tiéu: hoan thién ban than con ngudi va cai tao xa hoi. Mai
con ngudi t6t s& gop phan tao thanh mot x4 hoi tét dep va nguoc lai. Pay co 18 ciing 1a thong
diép mang tinh triét 1i ma Phan Van Hum mudn giri gam dén moi ngudi thdng qua cac tac
pham ciia minh. Cho nén, Ngai ti Kham Lén cta Phan Vin Hum 1 mot tac pham cho thay
duoc tinh than x4 hoi va tu tuong triét hoc an chira trong d6. D6 thuc su 1a mbi uu tu cua
ngudi tri thirc ¢6 luong tri ddi voi van ménh dan toc va su phat trién caa gidng noi.

Trén thyc té, ghi lai nhitng didu nay chi 12 mot cach dng bay ra cho moi ngudi thiy dé
cling suy ngam, nham thirc tinh moi ngudi. CON thuc ra, tu trong sdu xa, dng di co sy I giai
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ctia minh. Bang su hiéu biét cing mdi quan tdm sau séc vé chinh tri, xa hoi, dan sinh, Phan
Vin Hum hiéu dugc nguyén nhan cua nhitng thoi té cia ngudi Viét lic biy gio. Xét vé phia
khéch quan, né c6 nguyén nhan tir yéu té lich s, chinh tri, kinh té, xa hi... Trong tc pham,
c6 nhitng thoi tat ciia nguoi Viét do hoan canh ché do thudc dia gy ra, nhung néu xét tuong
tan thi c6 nhitng van dé lai 6 nguyén nhan tir nhitng hé luy cin c6t ma nén vin hoa cua ché
d6 phong kién va tinh canh bi dat cua lich sir dé lai trong tim hdn nhirg nguoi dan Viét. Do
la ndi mac cam, tam Ii ty ti (ndi so hdi hién dién tir trong vo thuc) bit ngudn tir sy nghéo doi
dai dang trong qua khir da tao nén tam Ii ich ki, thu than ngay trong hoan canh bi dat nhat: &
trong ti. Do d6, “C6 dong tranh thuong, tan duong long &i qudc, tim nhiét thanh ay ciing
hay nhung néu chwa nghi dén cai goc toi 4c ctia con ngudi trong x4 hoi nay thoi ciing con la
khuyét diém, ciing chiang qua 1a “sua bong gay trang” vay ma thoi” (Nguyen, 2002, p.134).

Sau bén trong 1a nhitng suy ngam vé& mot ché do xa hoi tot dep khi mdi ngudi ty biét
cach quan binh gia tri, séng tir bi, doan két, hudng t6i su bén viing. Mac du trong thoi budi
lic bay gio, nhitng diéu dng noi lam ngudi ta nghi dén khuynh huéng x4 hoi cong san, nhung
thuc ra, 6ng chi muén hudng dén mot xa hoi séng dua vao dao duc va thién tinh cia mai
con nguoi (tinh chét luong thién tién thién & mdi con nguoi, phi hop véi tu nhién, vii try,
séng mot cach hai hoa, khong vu loi, bt cong). Ong ting néi 1, cai dng tim 1a mot ché do
x& hoi “phu hop vai luan If, ma luan Ii phu hop véi nhan tdm, ma nhan tam lui vé véi thién
tanh” (Nguyen, 2002, p.127). Li tudng nay cua dng la phd quat va hoan toan binh dang,
khong hé vi ching. Piéu nay ciing twong tu khi 6ng cho thiy niém tin vao sy thién lwong
noi moi con ngui.

Mic du thé ché chinh tri co tac dong rat nhiéu dén doi sbng va mot xa hoi tot dep phai
dugc xay dung trén nén tang cua sy binh ddng, tuy nhién mot ca nhan mudn phét trién tot
khong thé chi trong chd vao su thay dbi cua x& hoi ma con phai dya rit nhiéu vao tu chit ca
nhan, nhan tdm cua mdi cé thé trong x& hoi d6. Ché d6 nao cling dugc xay dung baoi con
ngudi. Cho nén, cai tao con ngudi, giup con ngudi nhan thirc dwge minh, quay vé thién tanh
duoc xem 1a mét trong nhitng nhiém vu trong tam cét 16i. Ong thé hién mong muén mai
ngudi trong xa hoi sdng phai c6 “thuc tm”, phai lubn ¢ trach nhiém véi hanh vi va luong
tam cua minh. Mot xa hoi ma mdi cé thé déu 1a mot phan tir ¢6 thién luong thi xa hoi do, du
la & ché d6 nao ciling ty N6 tré nén tét dep. Nhan thirc ndy dugc Phan Van Hum thé hién
khong chi trong Ngoi ti Kham Lén ma con thé hién va phat trién trong cac tac pham sau nay
cua dng (Triét hoc Phdt gido, Vieong Dwong Minh —than thé va hoc thuyét).

C6 thé thay, tinh thé lich sir — x& hoi da 1am cho nhing nguoi tré nhu Phan Van Hum
som ¢6 nhan thic vé chinh tri va x4 hoi, hinh thanh trong ho nhitng suy tu mang tam triét Ii,
tu tudng, tir d6 thac diy cac hanh dong dan than cua ho trong doi séng. Trong subt cude doi
ngan ngai cua minh, 6ng ludn miét mai di tim chén li cua doi séng véi mong mudn kha di
lam cho cudc doi nay tét dep hon. Cai dich ma ong kiém tim d6i khi khong han 1a mot ché
d6 x4 hoi ndo, dng chi quan tam dén chan Ii duy nhat, d6 1a “chan tim” noi mdi con ngudi.
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D6 14 1i do sau nay, khi khong thé tiép tuc bon ba hoat dong, khi bi thuc dan quan thic ¢ Tan
Uyén, 6ng di danh thoi gian dich va bién soan hoc thuyét “tri hanh hop nhat” cia Vuong
Duong Minh, chii truong quay vé “tam” dé ciru giai con nguoi. Dya vao hoc thuyét cia
Vuong Duong Minh 1a sy kién giai hop Ii nhat 6ng c6 thé 1am dugc trong tinh thé IGc bay
gio, khi ma dng nhan thiy mot cach sau sic su khing hoang trong doi séng xa hoi va trong
mdi con ngudi. “Nhan tdm 1am nguy” 13 16i 6ng ghi lai trong twa cudn sach nay di cho thiy
rd ndi thiét tha tot ciing cua éng ddi vai nhan sinh.

2.3. Gia tri vé nghé thudt ciia tac pham

Ngoi ti Kham Lén khong chi ¢6 gia tri vé noi dung tu tuéng ma vin phong ciing rat
cudn hat. Ngoi ti Kham Lén mac du thudc thé ki sy nhung lai duoc viét bang mot vin phong
khé& nghé thuat. Trong tac pham, dng st dung 16i van diéu luyén, hoa quyén giita chat ki
(chan thyc, doi thuong) va chat trit tinh; gitra 16 hanh van mach lac, khic chiét rat Tay
phuong nhung ciing giau chét vi ¢6 dién. D6 1a mot 16i van ddy am diéu, giau xc cam, cau
van got gifia, ¢l phap chic chan. Chit vi ¢ dién va trir tinh khéng hé hiém gap trong tac
pham, c6 thé dan ra nhu:

“Bang tuyét bén mua, quanh hiu tir huéng, bong ngudi ving ngit, &c thi ngénh ngang, thé ma

c6 ké con dam ty dwa minh vao canh hai hing ghé gom ay thay? C6 sa gi mot kham tu, déu 1a

con ngudi ¢a, nhiéu it ciing con c¢6 luong tam, dé cho dén ddi nguoi ta danh dap minh, 14 tai
minh khong hay néi dugc cho lot tai ngudi, thoi dau ho c6 danh minh di nira, ciing 1a dang cai

doi bt tai cia minh chir sao?” (Nguyen, 2002, p.51).

Hay:

“Pém nay quanh qué mdt minh, nim co ma nghi viéc doi, khéng ai lam ban, ciing 1a cai tha

vi riéng, duy chi c6 mot nguai bi bat vao ti mai dac biét ma duoc biét” (Nguyen, 2002, p.52).

“Quai go thay! Sau thanh mot birc, nhét lai ngot ngan ngudi, cach tuyét ¢di doi, canh tinh

théng khéc. Nam canh trong nguc, ai la ké thuong doi, x4t xa bung biét 1a bao nhiéu! (Nguyen,

2002, p.55).

Diéu dic biét hon, néu so véi cac cay but ngudi Nam Bo khéc cuing thoi, mac du éng
str dung nhiéu phuwong ngit Nam B9, tao cam giac gan giii véi gidi binh dan, dai chiing nhung
khong hé luom thuém hay thd phac nén 16i cudn ngudi doc. Poc tdc pham, khong kho dé
doc gia bat gap cac phuong ngit Nam Bo nhu: nhin trong troc, xi hut, ngdi chom hom, lat
dat chay, ngd don dac, con mét ngo, tanh banh té be, na ké ke, an nhin, mot déng bum sum,
nhéc mat ta, ling xing 1on xon, chét thém chét lat, coi hét xiéc, nghe bung tai, ngai chong
cang, giut minh, hiép lai, ngdi bo bo, hé hé cai miéng...

Bén canh d6, Phan Van Hum con rat thanh cong trong 16i xép dit cac tinh tiét co tinh
tuong phan, tao dung nhiéu tinh hudng/ su viéc/ van dé co tinh d6i 1ap nham danh dong vao
tam 1i va nhan thac cua ngudi doc. Ong néu ra su nghich 1i dé td cao ché do kham t thuc
dan: “Chénh phu xua nay 1ap co bot &é ma tra khao nhimg nguoi gian tra chd tdi khong ngo
co bot gian tra hon nhitng nguoi bi tra khao” (Nguyen, 2002, p.120). Hay viéc nhitng nguoi
t0 vi ban than va gia dinh minh ma khai gian dé duoc tha, nhung bu lai, nhitng ngudi vo toi
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khéc lai bi bat vo kham thay cho ho: “Mat dira vi cha, mot dra vi me ma may tram ngudi vi
hai dtra c6 hiéu ma phai vao tu. Cai luan Ii nuéc minh c6 IGc 1am hai ghé gom qua!” (Nguyen,
2002, p.112). Ong ciing hay c6 nhimg dtic két vé nhiing bat céng, nhiing su thé tréo ngoe
trong x& hoi lGc bay gio. Chang han, vé cai an: “Cua dé mudi ngudi an du, khdng ngon
miéng ciing duoc no 1dng, ma gom 6m lay mot minh cho bao nhiéu nguoi thém lat, nghi
cling dang gian ma dang budn” (Nguyen, 2002, p. 90). N6i vé sy vo nhan dao trong chdn lao
t0, 6ng viét: “Trong vudn bach thi thiy c6 bang cAm ngudi hanh ha tha vat, ma trong tu thoi
con ngudi bi ngugce dai mot cach thdy ma thuong tim” (Nguyen, 2002, p.94). Hay nhiing
duc két vé sy dao Ion gié tri trong xa hoi ldc bay gio: “Nhimg ngudi v trong tu, it c6 nguoi
chiu cho minh 1a nhuc. Chém giét ngudi ta, & ngoai thién ha cho la du con, ma & trong tu 1a
anh chi, khdng c6 gi la nhuc, chang nhirng khéng nhuc ma lai vinh. An cudp ¢ ngoai cho la
nhuc, ma ¢ trong tu 1a mot sy tu nhién, khong du ma an xai phai di cudp” (Nguyen, 2002,
p.108). Phai vira c6 cai nhin sau sic vé nhan sinh, vira co tai ning vé van chuong, Phan Vin
HUm méi ¢6 thé sip dat cac tinh hudng va viét nén nhimg cau vin thdm thia dén nhu thé!

So Véi cac tac pham duoc viét trong tu nhu Thi td ting thogi cia Huynh Thic Khéng,
Nguc trung thw cia Phan Boi Chau, hoac Nguc trung nhdt ki caa HO Chi Minh sau nay, Ngoi
t0 Kham Lén cua Phan Van Hum c6 su khac biét. Trong sudt tac pham, phan dng tu cam
than vé ban than hozc to bay chi hudng cia minh rét it. Ong danh hau nhu toan bo tac pham
dé ké lai nhitng canh twong chinh 6ng mét thay, tai nghe. Dac biét 12 6ng danh phan 16n dung
lwong tac pham dé ghi chép lai 16i ndi caa nhan vat ma éng nghe thay, nhitng mau dbi thoai
truc tiép ma 6ng ching kién hozc tham gia. Ong ciing giit nguyén giong diéu, cich néi ning
ctia nhan vat dé vira dam bao tinh chan thuc, khach quan, vira lam cho tac pham thém phan
sinh dong. Nhitng doan ddi thoai ngin trong tac phdm tuong chimng nhu rt binh thuong
nhung thuc ra lai vo cing dit gia vi d6 1a nghé thuat nham thé hién rd chan dung, tinh cach,
tam tu, sb phan cua tung 16p ngudi trong chdn lao tu. Nhd vay, mic do mang thé loai ki
nhung nhiing diéu 6ng ghi lai giéng nhu mot 14t cit cua doi sng. N6 chira dung nhitng cau
chuyén, nhitng van dé cia xa hoi budc ngudi doc phai suy ngam. Céi tai cia Phan Van Hum
1a da biét cach din dat, sip dat dan xen giita loi noi tryc tiép cua nhan vat (6ng lic nay trong
vai ngudi ghi chép) véi phan nhan dinh, danh gia, suy ngdm cua riéng dng mot céch that tu
nhién, nhuan nhuy. Nho d6, Ngoi ti Kham Lén vira phii hop véi bao chi (dang nhiéu ki trén
bao Than Chung nhu mot muc ghi chép céc su viéc cd that trong doi séng), vira dam chat
van chuong.

C6 thé noi Ngoi ti Kham Lon di vuot khoi cai khung caa mot tac pham ki sy théng
thuong bai khong chi 1a sy ghi chép ma con chira day tinh nghé thuat. Tac gia da biét cach
phdi tron 1am cho tac pham vira pht hop véi doc gia binh dan vira 1am thoa y nhitng doc gia
thudc truong phai “vi nghé thuat”. Khéng phai ngau nhién ma tac phdm sau khi dugc cong
b, mac du bi tich thu nhung d tao nén mét tiéng vang I6n vé tén tudi ciia Phan Vian Hum,
khong chi trong gigi chinh tri ma con trong gi6i van chwong. Hb Hiru Tudng, mot trong
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nhitng nguoi ban hoat dong cling thoi caa dng da cho biét: “Phai nhin nhan rang Phan Vin
HUm c6 mét van tai diéu luyén, mot van phong dac biét lam cho ca nudce doc qua phai than
phuc ngay. Nhirng nha van “nghé thuat vi ngh¢ thuat” uéc mong sao cho Phan Van Hum giir
méi tac phong 4y ma 1am vi nguyén soéi cia vin dan” (Ho, 1972, p.71). Thuc ra, con nguoi
khi Séng ai cling luén hudng vé cai dep. Vay thi nghé thuat phung su cho cai dep ciing la
diéu chinh dang. Tuy nhién, néu chi huéng vé mot phia vi nghé thuat thi nghé thuat s& khong
thé ton tai duoc voi cude doi ndy. Vi di mudn du khong, di con ngudi c6 duy mi dén dau
ciing khong thé trdn tranh nhitng va dap cua cudc doi thuc. Mdi nguoi déu phai séng trong
mot khdng gian, mot moi truong, ddi dién, twong tac véi nhiéu méi quan hé rang budc va
nhiéu khia canh khac nhau trong doi séng nhan sinh. Vay thi nghé thuat lai ciing phai hudng
minh vé phia nhan sinh, van phai ¢ nhiing phuong dién cho thay su két ndi véi cude doi.
Nghé thuat cling nhu mot con ngudi, phai tram minh trong doi séng thi mai ton tai dugc. D6
12 1i do Phan Vin Hum - “mét tay cu phéach trong lang tho cii” (chit cia HO6 Hitu Tuong) da
chon “nghé thuat vi sanh mang” (sic) (Nguyen, 2002, p.46). Trong subt cudc doi, ong ludn
dat minh trong su gan két chat ché véi cong dong, véi xa hoi. Po 1a mot con ngudi sdng co
li twong ca nhan nhung dong thoi ciing co ¥ thirc x4 hoi sau sic. Vai céi nhin sau sic, bao
quat doi séng thuc tai nén ng ludn nhan chan duoc nhiéu gié tri gitra cude doi. Vi 1a su két
tinh va giri gdm nhiéu gia tri nhu vay, nén Ngai ti Kham Lén xing déang duge xem 13 “dta
con tinh than” tron ven nhét trong sy nghiép vin hoc ciia Phan Vin Hum.
3.  Kétluan

Ngoi to Kham Lén 1a tAc pham goi ra nhiéu suy ngim vé nhan sinh. O 6, 1& phai khong
thugc vé thiét ché, ciing khong phai danh cho mot 16p ngudi, I8 phai dugc thiét 1ap tir nhiing
nguoi ¢6 luong tam, khong phai 1a mot dai dién chinh danh nao ca. Mac du trén binh dién
chung, Phan Van Hum tap trung nhiéu & van dé chinh tri; tuy nhién, néu nhin rong ra va nhin
sau vao tirng phan thi Ngai ti Kham Lén chira dung nhiéu van dé trong mudn mit doi song
nhan sinh. Cho nén, mic du day 1a tic pham (c6 thé xem 13) dau tay ciia Phan Van Hum
nhung d4 phat 16 sy nhan thire cling nhu ¥ huéng tu tuong ciia ong. Dy ciing 14 tién d& cho
nhitng budc di tiép theo cua Phan Van Hum. C6 thé xem Ngoi to Kham Lon 1a di san tinh
than khai dau cho toan bo su nghiép van héa, xa hoi va hoc thuat cua 6ng.

% Tuyén bé vé quyén loi: Tac gid xac nhan hoan toan khéng cé xung dét vé quyén loi.

% Loi cam on: Nghién ciru nay duoc tai tro béi Truong Pai hoc Thi Dau M6t trong dé tai
ma s6 DT.22.1-030.
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ABSTRACT

Phan Van Hum is one of the prominent names of Southern literature in the first half of the
twentieth century. With the work Jailed in Kham Lon, he created a great resonance in literature and
contemporary political and social life. By applying a cultural-historical approach, an
interdisciplinary approach, along with analysis and comparison techniques, the paper demonstrates
that Jailed in Kham Lon not only directly shows the harshness and injustice of the French colonial
prison regime in Vietnam but also the crisis in the lives of Vietnamese people in the first half of the
twentieth century from economic, social, moral and ethical aspects. Above all are the expectations
of Phan Van Hum about a good society based on the concept of human philosophy.
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