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Tém tit: Neuyén Binh Khiém la nha khoa bang, nhan vdt lich sir quan trong o thé ky XVI.
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1. Mé diu

Nguyén Binh Khiém (1491-1585), con
co tén la Van Dat, tu Hanh Phu, hiéu Bach
Van cu si, nguoi lang Trung Am, huyén
Vinh Lai, tinh Hai Duong (nay thudc xa
Ly Hoc, huyén Vinh Bao, thanh phd Hai
Phong). Cha la Van Dinh, hi¢u Cu Xuyén
tién sinh, 123 mot nha nho ¢6 hoc van va
dtc hanh. Than mau 1a ba Nhit Thi Thuc,
xuét than tir danh mén, con gai Tién si,
Thugng thu Nhit Van Lan nguoi lang Yén
(An) Tu Ha, huyén Tién Minh (nay thudc
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huyén Tién Lang, thanh ph Hai Phong), 1a
nguoi phu nit c6 hoc vén, sic sdo. Tir nho,
Nguyén Binh Khiém d t6 1 tu chat thong
minh, dinh ngd, dugc cha me rén cdp hoc
hanh nghiém cén va dit nhiéu ky vong.
Phan Huy Chu cho biét, ngay khi con nho
Nguyén Binh Khiém d3 “Mit miii tinh anh,
khoi vy, diy mot nam di biét ndi, nam 1én
bbn, me dem nhimg ciu chinh vin trong
kinh truyén ra day, 6ng miéng doc thudc lau
ngay” (Phan Huy Chu, Tap 1, 2007: 447).
Khi 16n 1én, Nguyén Binh Khiém theo hoc
Bang nhin Luong Pic Bang, nha khoa
bang, bac danh su duong thoi, va tr¢ thanh
mot trong nhitng hoc trd tim dic cua ong.
Nim 44 tu6i, Nguyén Binh Khiém di thi
Huong, dd dau; nam sau, khoa thi ndm At
mui, ndm thtr su nién hiéu Pai Chinh triéu
Mac Ping Doanh (1535), 6ng thi Hoi, do
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dau, vao Pinh dbi, dd Tién si cap dé Dé nhat
danh, tirc Trang nguyén, rdi tham chinh.

Nguyén Binh Khiém la nha khoa bang
thanh danh, nhan vat lich su, tac gia van
hoc 16n ctia thé ky XVI. Tac pham hién con
ctia Nguyén Binh Khiém twong d6i phong
phu, gdm ca séng tac chit Han va chit Nom.
Thong qua d6, hau thé co thé biét dugc
nhiéu van dé, trong d6 c6 thai do xuat-xur,
tinh than phé phan xa hoi ctia 6ng.

2. Quan niém xuét-xir ciia Nguyén Binh
Khiém

Nhitng nguoi theo hoc dao Nho, co
tai hoc, thong thuong déu khao khat tham
gia khoa cu, bdi khoa cu 1a con duong
tién than cua ké si, 1a cach dé ké si thay
ddi than phan ctia minh, ttr nha nho 4o vai
thanh quan chtrc; thanh cong trong khoa
cr 1a diéu kién dé nha nho thi thd s& hoc,
l1ap dtrc 1ap nghiép, hién thuc hoa ly tuong
chinh tri “tri quan trach dan” cta minh.
Nguyén Binh Khiém hoi du diéu kién vé
gia thé, gido duc, hoc van dé co thé tham
gia khoa cir tir rit sém. Nhung khi 6ng
trudng thanh, nha Lé budc vao thoi ky suy
thoai, khing hoang ning né. Cac vi vua
cudi triéu Lé so nhu Uy Muyc, Tuong Duc
déu la nhitng nguodi xa hoa, truy lac, hoang
dang, thich ra oai, hiéu sat, thAm chi tan
hai cd than thich, bi thién ha goi l1a hang
“vua Quy”, “vua Lon”. Han vi nhan thiy
su suy vong kho co thé van hoi cua tridu
Lé so nén Nguyén Binh Khiém da khong
ra dy thi vao giai doan nay. Hon nira, d6i
v6o1 nha nho, khong c6 quy dinh hay tin
diéu nao khién ho phai xuit thé dé phung
tho hang hon quan bao chua.

Nha Mac thay thé nha Lé, nhu mot
tat yéu cua lich str, nhung dudi goc nhin
ctia nhidu nha nho, day khong phai 1a mot
triéu dai chinh dang. Sau khi da gianh duoc
quyén luc chinh tri, nha Mac tich cuc cling
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¢b va xay dung bd may, tién hanh cac bién
phap dé dua dat nudc vao on dinh. Hai ndm
sau, vao nam 1529, nha Mac mo khoa thi
Hoi dau tién dé tuyén dung nho si sung
vao by may cai tri. Trong ky thi nay, hon
b6n nghin si tir dy thi. Tuy nhién, dén lic
nay, Nguyén Binh Khiém van “an binh bat
dong”, chua chiu ung thi. Tur khi nha Mac
xéc 1ap ndm 1527, dén nam 1535, tirc 1a sau
9 ndm, dén thoi Mac Pang Doanh, Nguyén
Binh Khiém méi di thi, r6i buée vao chinh
truong. C6 thé nédi, Nguyén Binh Khiém
da rat an nhan doi thoi, va viée ra thi dudi
triéu Mac Dang Doanh 1a mét quyét dinh
sau nhiéu din do, tran tro.

Sau khi thi @5, Nguyén Binh Khiém
duoc bd lam bong cac Hiéu thu, dan thang
1én Ta thi lang bo Binh, rdi Ta thi lang bd
Lai kiém Pong cac DPai hoc si. Sau khi vé
huu, 6ng dan duoc phong tude Trinh Tuyén
hau, roi thang Thuong thu b Lai, Théi pho,
Trinh Quéc cong. Nhu vay, dén cudi doi,
Nguyén Binh Khiém dugc thing dén tot
dinh cua ham tuédc, thugc hang Tam cong
Chanh nhat pham (Théi su, Thai pho, Thai
bao). Thoi gian Nguyén Binh Khiém lam
quan lién tuc trong tridu khong thuc dai,
khoang 8 nam. Theo 101 ty thudt cua 6ng
trong bai Trung Tan qudn bi ki, d&n nam
Nham Dén, nam tht 2 nién hiéu Quang Hoa
(1542), 6ng xin tr quan vé séng an cu (tr.
118). Tuy nhién, qua tho ca Nguyén Binh
Khiém, sau khi tir quan, ong van nhiéu lan
ra gitp viée triéu dinh. Trong bai Quy ldo,
ki Lai bé Thieong thw Té Khé ba (Nhan tudi
gia vé nghi, giri quan Thugng thu bd Lai T6
Khé ba - Giap Hai), Nguyén Binh Khiém
viét: “Lan tinh tudi troi nay da bay muoi
ba/ Tra lai xe ngya vé hoi mudn, ciing déng
then/ (...) Mong rang ong hay géng stic phd
gitip nha vua/ Cudi toi trém chat nhan, tudi
gia vé sébng & Am May” (tr. 699). Theo do,
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t6i thiéu dén nim 73 tuéi Nguyén Binh
Khiém méi nghi huu thyce su.

Thanh cong vé khoa ctr roi tham chinh,
cb nhién Nguyén Binh Khiém mong mudén
dem hét tai ning cia minh dé “pho nghiéng
dd léch”, khudng phu triéu Mac tré thanh
triéu dai thinh dat, mot tridu dai 1y tudng
theo chuan myc Nho gia. Tuy nhién, thuc
té x4 hoi thoi Mac khong nhu 6ng mong
mubn. Lam quan dugc 8 nam, 6ng da xin
tir quan vé song cudc sdng nhan dat & qué
nha. Hoc thuyét nha nho cé nhiéu chi tiét
néi dén dao xuit-xtr. Ban than Khéng tr,
ngudi sang lap dao Nho, ciing 12 tim guong
vé xuat-xtr. Cho nén Nguyén Binh Khiém
c6 su lya chon mang tinh “ludng kha”, c6
thé tham chinh, ciing c6 thé lui khoi chinh
truong. Rt lui khoi chinh truong, dbi voi
nha nho néi chung va Nguyén Binh Khiém
no6i riéng 1la mot lya chon bét déc di, song
cling 1a kha di khi muén “doc thién ki
than”. Trong van té Nguyén Binh Khiém,
hoc tro cuia 6ng la Pinh Thi Trung bay
t6 su sing ngudng dbi véi thiy, vi Tuyét
Giang phu tir van chuong xuat chung, hoc
vén trac viét, dirc hanh hon doi cling cho
rang thay minh 14 nguoi “sinh ching gip
thoi” (Tran Thi Bang Thanh - Vii Thanh,
2001: 621). Pidu nay ciing thong nhat véi
quan diém cua Nguyén Binh Khiém khi
tu cho rang minh: “Sink chdng gdp thué
Duong Ngu” (Tho Nom, bai 111tr. 1547).
Con viée di thi dé ra 1am quan, d6 1a dé
dat cong danh, ma mudn dat cong danh thi
danh phai theo thoi thé: “Mudn dat cong
danh, phan nhiéu phai theo thoi thé” (Tdn
quan ngu hung, bai 23, tr. 207).

3. Thai d§ phé phan xa hgi ciia Nguyén
Binh Khiém

Mic du dia vi chinh tri cao, nhung
nguoi duong thoi va hau thé hiém khi noi
dén chinh tich ciia Nguyén Binh Khiém,

Tap chi Thong tin Khoa hoe xa hoi. s6 2.2025

ma thuong tung ca Ong voi tu cach la
bac danh su duc cao vong trong. Khi hoa
van dap ting Nguyén Binh Khiém, Trang
nguyén triéu Mac 1a Giap Hai cho Nguyén
Binh Khiém la bac kiét hi¢t duong thoi,
tai ndng tham muu noi man trudéng nhu
Tam kiét thoi Han (Truong Luong, Tiéu
Ha, Han Tin): “Tung nghe tién sinh da
tham muu noi man truéng nhu ba vi hao
kiét doi Han”, “tudc phong, tudi tac, duc
do” dugc nguoi doi ton trong, bén canh
d6 1a ca ngoi Nguyén Binh Khiém vé vin
chuong, khi tiét, dao hoc (g(‘Sm hai bai:
Thir van ddp Trinh Quéc céng Nguyén
Binh Khiém va Hdu hoc Ké Khé bd sung
Dong cac Pai hoc si, Lai bo Thuong thu,
Trang nguyén Nguyén Gidp Trirng ting)
(Trﬁn Thi Bang Thanh - Vii Thanh, 2001:
613-616).

Sinh thoi, Nguyén Binh Khiém cho
rang, 6ng “Ca thay la duoc ngan bai tho,
bién tap thanh sach, tu dat tén la Bach Van
tap” (Bach Vian Am thi tap ty). Qua thoi
gian dai v6i nhiéu bién dong lich sir, tho ca
Nguyén Binh Khiém hién van con twong
d6i phong phu, voi khoang hon 721 bai bao
gdm ca tho chit Han va chitr Nom. Trong
sd ndy, co bai ghi rd 13 1am lac con tré (Hi
tic), 1am lac 40 tudi (Tho Nom bai 142),
lam lac 60 tudi (Qua Tay giang), 1am lic
73 tudi (Quy ldo, ki Lai bé Thwong thu Té
Khé bd), 1am lac ngoai 80 tudi (Tho Nom,
bai 16); song doc toan bg, duya vao tam thai,
giong diéu, thi phan 16n 1a cac bai tho dugc
1am khi Nguyén Binh Khiém di c¢6 danh vi,
trong d6 c6 nhiéu bai viét khi 6ng da gom
du cac yéu t: tude phong, tudi tac, duc do,
van chuong, khi tiét, dao hoc.

La nha nho, Nguyén Binh Khiém luén
muong tuwong mot xa hdi thinh tri phai la
xa hoi co6 dao ly, c6 trat ty trén dudi theo
cuong thuong, chuan muc Nho gido, & mdi
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vi trf x3 hoi lai can co nhirng yéu cau, phém
chat riéng. Ong co cac bai tho nhu: Qudn
dao thi (Tho vé dao 1am vua), Thdn tiét thi
(Tho vé khi tiét cua bé t61), Phu ti thi (Tho
vé quan hé cha-con), Phu phu thi (Tho vé
dao chong-vo), Bang hitu thi (Tho vé quan
hé ban be), v.v... trong d6, dbi v&i ngudi 1am
vua, theo ong: “Pao 16n bac dé vuong rat
muec tinh t&/ Duéi thi nudi dudng dan den,
trén thi kinh troi/ Ché dinh nén thinh tri,
giit gin dat nudce, nghi dén viée noi theo, ké
thtra/ Gilr tdm trong sach, it duc vong, dut
b6 viéc vui choi sin ban/ Tim nguoi gioi
khip noi dé rong ban vin dic/ Ding stic
quan d6i dé tri toi can trong quyén quyét
doan cuia tuéng soai/ Anh sang ctia nha vua
khién bon mua diéu hoa, 4m lanh co tuan
ty/ Hoa hay Di déu duoc chung vui thoi
thai binh” (Qudn dao thi, tr. 746). Con bé
t6i can phai: “Lam cho trong ¢di yén vui,
vd vé cdi ngoai quy phuc, [cd] stc xoay
troi chuyén dat/ Vui sau thién ha, lo truée
thién ha, [d6] 1a tAm long giap doi” (Thdn
tiét thi, tr. 747).

Nguyén Binh Khiém c¢6 nhiéu bai néi
vé khat vong chinh tri cua minh, d6 1a
mong mudn mét tridu dai co vua sang to1
hién, dat nudc thanh binh thinh tri, nhan
dan dugc huong cude séng 4m no, an lac.
Cho dén khi da lui khoi chinh truong, da
dimg ngoai moi viéc, dng van mong udc
dat nude ¢ vua sang toi hién:

Dad ngoai moi viéc chang con uoc,

Udc mét t6i hién, chiia thanh minh.

(Tho Nom, bai 29, tr. 2493)
f)ng cho dan la géc cua nudce, duoc
long dan thi dugc nudce:

C6 lai quérc* di dan bi ban,

Pdc quéc ung tri tai déc dan.

(Xwa nay nuéc lay dan lam géc,

Nén biét dugc nude 1a do duge long dan).

(Cam hirng, bai 1, tr. 422)
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Tuy nhién, trén thuc té, nha Mac chi
c6 mot thoi gian binh on kha ngén, sau do,
tinh hinh dan bién d6i, cac phe phai, thé luc
chbéng nha Mac ndi 1én, hinh thanh thé dbi
dau, chién tranh nd ra lién tiép, ¢4 1on nudt
ca bé, cac bén vi loi ich riéng ma gay canh
guom dao chém giét.

Trong bai Thuong logn, 6ng mod ta
khung canh loan lac duong thoi, t phia la
canh chién tranh khong ngét va cho rang
s& di xdy ra canh d6 1a vi & @6 “C6 san loai
gidc quy thich tan sat™:

“Mot ving tir dong dén nam,

Doi dudng tir tiy sang béc.

Chién tranh tiép lién nhau,

Hoa loan dén thé nay 1a cing cuc.

Khong c6 dau mdi long nhan biét
x6t thuong,

Co san loai gidc quy thich tan sat.

Nha ¢ dem pha nat lam cui,

Trau cay dem mé lam thit an.

Cudp doat tai san khong phai a cua minh,

Hiép dd ngudi khong phai 1a vo minh.

Mit thdy noi noi déu 1a 1am than,

Khip chon di qua déu thay sinh gai goc.

Tiéu tuy dén nhu thé 1a qua lam,

Thuong x6t van kéu dau co6 duoc”
(Thwong logn, tr. 312-313).

Nhirng hang ngudi ma o6ng coi la gian
hiung hai dan, bi ong nguyén ria ring
ching chét mudn van lan ciing khong co
dat ma chon: “Van tr gian hing vé dia
tang” (Ngdu thanh, bai 6, tr. 389).

Nha Mac trai lién méy doi vua, ma
canh thai binh chi 12 niém mong uéc:

Ha nhdt tdi phing Nghiéu Thudn thé,

Thai binh thién tu, thai binh dan?

(Bao gio lai dugc gap doi thinh tri cia
vua Nghiéu, vua Thuin,

C6 vua cua thoi thai binh, dan cuia thoi
thai binh?)

(Tdn nién hi tac, tr. 679)
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Céanh doi loan lac, khong chi nguoi
dan ma ngay chinh ban than Nguyén Binh
Khiém ciling ty nhan: “Thoi loan lac, than
tam dugc an toan, biét rﬁng thé da 1a may
man” (Tdn qudn ngu hirng, bai 2, tr. 163).

S¢ di c6 canh chién tranh lién mién
khong dut, theo Nguyén Binh Khiém 1a
boi vi nhan nghia khong dugc coi trong,
nhitng ké cdm quyén khong biét dirc hiéu
sinh ctia troi dat. Ong 16n tiéng ché trach,
t6 cao chién tranh, dong thoi cho rang d6 1a
do nha dot tir noc:

Troi sinh vt ké du mudn,

Khinh trong ta dau ké muec than.

Thit cho cho an, loai cho dai,

Léng chim chim tiéc, dy chim khon.

Nha dot boi dau, nha dot noc,

Néo nha dét noc, thé thon von.

(Tho Nom, bai 112, tr. 1547)

“Néo nha dot noc” chinh 1a phé phan
nha vua va triéu dinh. Sy phé phan cua
Nguyén Binh Khiém c6 thé néi 1a hét stc
gay git, khong kiéng tranh. Tham chi ngay
ca bac thanh than 6ng ciing khong hé kiéng
de. Nhan di qua dén tho & huyén Tt Liém,
6ng lam tho trach ca than, cho rang than chi
c6 cai danh hao 1a “thong minh chinh tryc”,
ky thuc 1a dung dudng cho bon nguoi tan
hai dan:

Thong minh chinh tryc vi chi than,

Pé s dung gian canh hai dan.

Péc thii ldo quyén khoa kiém kich,

Ciing I b6 6¢ bén yén tran.

Luwu vong nhdt tiém ninh sinh khi,

Chiing ciru thity nang bat sdt nhan.

Van ¢é son xuyén linh vmg tai,

Hoa ddm, phuc thién, diéc vi nhan.

(Tai nghe sang sudt, mit nhin sang
sudt, ¢6 long chinh tryc mai goi 1a than;

C6 sao lai dung dudng ké gian dén ndi
lam hai dan?

Tap chi Thong tin Khoa hoe xa hoi. s6 2.2025

boi tay lao luyén, tan ddc khoe nao
kiém nao kich,

Khip ngd hém nha gianh déu mit mu
khoi bui.

Dan luu vong ngay cang kho lay lai
sinh khi,

Dep loan ctru dan, ai lai c6 thé khong
phai giét choc?

Séng nii ndy muodn thud van con khi
thiéng,

Gieo va cho ké dam bon, ban phuc cho
nguoi lanh, nhu vay cling 1a ¢6 dirc nhan).

(Qud Tir Liém than tir, trach than,
tr. 659)

Trong bai Cam thoi (Cam khai thoi
cudc), Nguyén Binh Khiém néi dén mot
dtra tré bén hang x6m phia Pong nha 6ng,
von 1a mot dira bam tron, ngheo kho, tu
cho 1a minh ¢ suc khoe, vii diing, roi chot
gap cudc gidé may, lén duong tim tude 19c,
khong de¢ lai thanh cong va tré nén giau
sang, cO tudc vi, cling tién ho hau ung,
cling mil dai 4n tin, nha cira to rong, hau
thiép lua 1a vay 4o xa hoa; nhung “néi viéc
stra tri qudc gia thi dang cudi 1a ching c6
thuat gi”, va roi “mot khi nghe noi dai dich
kéo dén, hén yéu nén chan di run lay bay
toan chay trudc”; sau ot bo than noi co
hoang, vo con luu lac d6i nghéo, vat vuong
an xin, “ctia bdi nghich vao nha, lai theo
cach boi nghich ma ra di”, “nho bao nghich
ma dugc thi cling vi bao nghich ma mét”
(Cam thoi, tr. 1325). Suy nghiém tir Dich
1y, Nguyén Binh Khiém cho rang thinh roi
s& suy, duoc roi mat, day rdi voi:

Hoa cang khoe no, hoa nén rira,

Nude ché cho day, nude dt voi.

Méi biét doanh hu da 6 sé,

Ai tung doi dwoc dao troi.

(Tho Nom, bai 52, tr. 1508)

Ong canh tinh bon nguodi quyén thé,
rﬁng quan nhat thoi, dan van dai, mot ngay
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kia thoi thé thay doi, quyén thé chéc gi gitr
duoc mai:
Lam nguwoi ché cdy khi quyén thé,
C6 thué ban co tot dudi xe”
(Tho Nom, bai 117, tr. 1550)
Ngay khi ¢6 tai cling khong nén tu thi
vao tai cuia minh, hudng nita 14 ké cau may,
tiéu nhan déc chi:
Lam nguwoi cho co tai ma cay,
Co nhon bao nhiéu lai co dui (nhut).
(Tho Nom, bai 11, tr. 1480)
Nguyén Binh Khiém dung trén 1ap
truong Nho gia, coi dan la “thién dan”, 1a
troi sinh dan. Troi sinh ra dan, moi nguoi
déu nhu nhau, ai ciing 6 tinh thién luong,
tbt dep. Quan niém nha nho von cho la:
“Thién cang vu dan, dan chi so duc, thién
tat tong chi” (Troi von thuong dan, dan
mong muén diéu gi, troi 4t ban cho -
Thuong thu: Thai thé). Bac thanh nhan
noi theo y troi, day dan 18 nghia, trong
trot, khién nguoi dan trén co thé tho cha
me, dudi co thé nuodi dudng vo con, ai néy
déu co cude séng 4m no, an lac. Thé nhung
duong thoi, hang quan tudng bat tai, tham
lam, chiing khong chi khong bao v¢ dugc
dan, ma dén lo than ciing khong xong.
Ngay thuong, chiang nhitng ching khong
lo cho dan, ma con boc 16t dén tan Xuong
tiy, chung khong khac gi 1ii chudt cong, chi
biét duc khoét khong biét thé nao cho chén.
Cho nén, khong phai chi t6 cao, ma ching
con dang bi nguyén rua:
Dan ménh vi chi trong,
Tan hai ha thai khéc.
Thanh xa y vi gian,
Théan nhdn odn mén phiic.
Ki thdt thién ha tam,
Tét thu thién ha luc.
Thanh thi tir nhi thi,
Piéu dién khiét nhi nhuc.

Tan suw diéu sai dan,
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Cong hwong thai binh phuc.

(Sinh ménh cua dan ching rit quan
trong,

Tan hai sao ma tham khéc.

Chon thanh xa dya vao ma lam diéu gian,

Ca than va ngudi déu oan chira dy bung.

Mi di 1am mét long thién ha,

Tét s& bi thién ha giét chét.

Phoi x4c mi & chén phé cho,

Qua va diéu ria thit mi.

D¢ khién cho nhitng ngudi dan khdn kho,

Cung dugc hudng phuc thai binh).

(Tang thuw, tr. 305)

Trong vin chuong trung dai, Nguyén
Binh Khiém 1a mét trong s it tac gia da cat
1én tiéng noi to céo tang 16p thong tri vo
cing gay git va danh thép. Voi bai Tang
thir (Ghét chudt), c6 thé néi ong di nhap
than vao chinh nguoi dan bi boc 16t dé noi
1én tiéng noi day cim han, phan uat cua ho.
Puogc nudc 1a bdi duge long dan, ma cho
thuyén hay 1at thuyén ciing 1a dan, ddi véi
triéu dinh, véi nha vua, mot khi “Bén bién
khdn cung thi 10c troi ciing vinh vién chdm
dat” (Ludn ngit: Nghiéu viér).

Thoi budi nhidu nhuong, thién ha dua
nhau chay theo danh loi, thay loi thi bau lai
nhu rudi:

Ang thit man bui ruéi dén do,

Bdt bo hon ding, kién ddu bo.

(Tho Nom, bai 46, tr. 1504)

Loi hét thi tinh nghia huong lu, than
thich ciing hét:

Vung khéo nao ai chang cé nghé,

Khé khén phdi luy dén thé nhi.

Puoc thi than thich chen chén dén,

Thdt thé hwong lw thanh mdt di.

Thét ¢6 tanh tao, rudi dén do,

Ang khéng mdt mé, kién bo chi.

Poi nay nhitng trong ngwoi nhiéu cua,

Rang dén tay khéng ai ké vi?

(Tho Nom, bai 58, tr. 1512)
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Nhu T Tan, luc han vi thi khong ai doai
hoai, ké ca nguoi than thich, nhung mot khi
1am nén cong danh ai ndy déu xu phuy:

Kia néo Té Tan thud trude,

Chita deo tuwéng dn c6 ai chdo.

(Tho NOm, bai 47, tr. 1505)

Xa hoi duong thoi theo md ta cua
Nguyén Binh Khiém la xa hoi loan lac,
hong nat tir thuong tang, bén canh d6 la
xa hoi kim tién, chay theo loi ich, tién bac,
khong c6 nghia nhén, tinh cam:

Tién dong bac chdy twng birng dén,

Nha kho tay khong theo danh di.

Miéng noi sau lung nhuw dao ngo,

Ludi dua trude mdt giong kim chi.

(Tho Nom, bai 108, tr. 1545)

Trong tho, cd tho chit Nom va chir
Han, Nguyén Binh Khiém nhiéu 1an n6i vé
thoi doi trong thoi 6ng séng, trong d6 co ba
bai dang chu y, d6 la bai Trung tan quan bi
bi, Hitu cam va Cam hung.

O bai Trung Tdn qudn bi ki, ong tiép
thu theo tinh than ciia Ly hoc Téng nho,
cho rﬁng: Con nguoi ta tinh von 1a thién,
nhung vi bi cau thiic vao khi bam, vat duc,
khong biét chu trong vao viée tu dic dan
dén khong bao toan duoc tinh thién ban
s0, trd thanh nhiing ké kiéu cang, bi 1an, ta
vay, thién léch... khong diéu gi khong lam.
O triéu thi tranh danh, & cho thi tranh 1oi.
Thich khoe sy sang quy ctia minh nhung
khong c6 1ong nhén, thay nguoi chét doi
trén duong thi xén tiéc mot dong giup da,
thdy nguoi ngli dém ngoai suwong thi khong
cho chét co day che (Trung Tan quan bi ki,
tr. 118).

O bai Hiru cam, mach cam xtic gan nhu
tuong tu, tac gia cling cho la troi ban dao
trung xudng cho dan, ai cling nhu nhau, noi
theo tinh tro1 ban 1a thién, trai lai tinh troi
1a ac. Gap thoi “gié mua nhiéu bién thai”,
con nguoi ta ciing theo d6 ma thay doi, bé
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ngoai thi trau chudt t6 diém, nhung bén
trong gidu ca boc gian tra, nao la dua cot,
budng tudng, nao hoang tang ngang nguoc,
an choi hudng lac, phung phi xa hoa, chi
quen choi boi ma khong viét “vo dat, gat
lua”, “Bi ngudi ta si nhuc, phi nhd vao mat/
Ma long thi dam mé, van ty lay 1am vui”,
“Long dau doai dén liém si/ Thi nghia ha
¢6 thé nao tiét ché duoc”, “Chang cu la
ngay hay dém/ Toan lam nhiing viéc ngao
nguoc/ Nao biét dén on cha me/ HO6 nhuc
v6i tude vi ctia tridu dinh/ Trung va hiéu ca
hai déu 16i dao/ Ngang nhin trdi, cai nhin
dat cha nh& khong thay hd then?”. Ong
chan chuong, cho 1a “khong con thube nao
c6 thé ctru chira duoc” (Hiru cam, tr. 1376).

Cdam hing 13 bai tho ddc biét nhat cua
Nguyén Binh Khiém. Day la bai tho ngii
ngon truong thién dai dén 265 cau, co the
coi 1a mot trong nhing bai tho dai bac nhat
trong lich str viin hoc thoi trung dai. Nguyén
Binh Khiém m¢ dau bai tho bang dao troi
va bac thanh nhan, thanh nhan noi theo
dao tro1 ma 1ap nén khuoén phép cho muon
doi, co “ngl dién”, “clru tru”, c6 chuan tic
cho dao nghia vua-t6i, cha-con, Vq-chéng,
16n-nho, ban be; nguoi lam vua chi can noi
theo khudn phép cua troi va cac bac thanh.
O bai Hiru cam, Nguyén Binh Khiém néi
dén lac “gié mua nhidu bién thai”, con &
bai nay, 6ng noi dén “Luc gié mua mu t6i”,
ngu vy noi thoi loan lac, nhiéu bién dong bét
thuong, thi cuong thudng d6 nat, cao nhat
la nguoi lam vua cling khong gitt dao, tro
nén dam loan bai hoai, cha con c6 khi giét
nhau, “Niém tir hiéu dang xau h6 véi loai
rai/ Bac quan trudng ma then véi loai kién
loai ong”. Nha nho vén coi trong nén chinh
tri “lam guong”, mdt khi vua chua khong
ra gi, thuong bét chinh thi ha tic loan, dan
dén thién ha rdi ren, phong tuc bai hoai.
Nguyén Binh Khiém dung phan 16n dung
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luong cua toan bai dé phu dién ra toan canh
ctia xi hoi xudng cip, bang hoai, khong chi
“tir dan”, ngay nén cai tri cling hi bai, thap
kép, suy déi tir trén xudng dudi:

“Cai tri thi ngdy cang chim vao chd hu
bai, thip kém,

Con ngudi thi khong con tu biét 1iém si.

Chi cua ké si thi c6t duge 4o xanh 4o tia,

Chubt got ngdn tir chi li, tranh nhau cai
mat ki.

Nghé nong mét di cai gbc,

Khong con am hiéu thé ndo 1 cay
la bura.

Nguoi lam thg thi chudng céi khéo
bé ngoai,

D6 1am ra chang phai 1a tha d6 dung
co loi.

Nguoi 1am nghé budn ban thi so do
déng tién lang bac,

Khong ban budn ngoai cho.

Tt dan mat di chtrc phan cta minh,

Hét thay ngudi doi déu chay theo
cong loi.

Cham cham chudng viéc toan tinh
lam giau,

Thuong lam nhiing viéc bao nguoc”.

Ong cho 1a thién ha: “T6i mat t6i mii
ma ngong cuéng theo ¥ minh/ Nhao nhao,
ca 1t thay déu nhu thé”. Phong tuc té bac,
ké cai tri thi bao ngugc vo chung, “bon rat
cd mau md cua dan”, ma ngay ca dan chung

“thay déu bién thanh quy quai”, réi chot

lai 1a “Poi nay dén thé 1a cung cuc”. Cach
no6i d6 thong nhat véi bai Hitu cam, déu la
su that vong voi thé thai nhan tinh, chan
ngan voi xa hoi loan bay, phong tuc suy
d6i,... hét thudc chira. Két lai bai tho, ong
nhin nha bac quan vuong phai coi trong
dao nghia, phai c6 dirc nhéan, can dung lai
& diéu chi thién, noi theo khudn phép cua 18
gido, dura vao 1€ giao ma thuc thi hinh phap
va chinh su; con ban than ong thi da “gia
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yéu lai thém xuong ¢t ra roi”, danh “doc
thién ki than”, lui vé séng cuodc séng thanh
nhan noi thon da, dang gilr cho minh trong
sach (Cam hiung, tr. 1332).

Tuy sau khi tir quan, Nguyén Binh
Khiém nhiéu lan duoc nha Mac triéu ra
giip viéc quan, ma theo 6ng, minh tham
gia viéc quan 30 nam, nhung du gitt vi
tri quan trong vé quan sy, trong thoi budi
chién loan, vin khong thiy sur sach ghi
chép ong da 1ap dugc cong lao gi quan
trong. Ngay ban than Nguyén Binh Khiém
cling nhiéu lan ty cho 12 minh khong du tai
dé pho chua:

Tri trach vi thu ngo tuc chi,

Khu khu tham quy ldo phi tai.

(Chua thoa dugc chi giup chua ban on
cho dan tir xua cua ta,

Pau dau ndi ho then vo van vi ldo day
v6n khong c6 tai).

(Tan quan ngu hu’ng, bai 33, tr. 1496)

Ong ciing tu thay that vong vé ban
than, cho minh chang ¢6 hoc van nhu Cao
Dao, khong thé khién cho thién ha thai binh
nhu thoi vua Ngu:

Hoc bat Cao hé tiéu ldu nho,

Thé vé Lé tung di ca Ngu.

(Hoc ma khong dat dugc nhu Cao Dao,
dang cuo1 ké nha nho tho lau;

O doi nay khong cé cac bai tung
ctia nuéc L, ciing khong co bai ca vé
vua Ngu).

(Tan quan ngu hirng, bai 25, tr. 210)

Trudce thoi cude nhidu nhwong, Nguyén
Binh Khiém nhiéu 1an to ra tu trach vé sy
bét luc cua minh, ong ty an Ui minh réng:
“Trong ¢di doi nbi nénh, cong danh co
day ma ciing 1a khong” (Cam himg, bai 4,
tr. 366), 1a cung hay thong déu c6 ménh s6
ca (Giang lau thu nhdt van vong, tr. 151).
Theo dao cua Dich, 6ng tin tudng va hi
vong rang “cling tic bién, bién tic thong”,
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hét qué Bac roi dén qué Phuc, Bi rdi lai
Thai. D6 1a mot thir tin niém, mot tin niém
gan v6i nhirg nha nho doi loan ma khong
nhét thiét bao ham trong d6 sy “tién giac,
tién tri” nhu nhiéu nguoi van nghi vé éng.
4. Két ludn

Nguyén Binh Khiém tuy c6 diy du
diéu kién dé tham gia khoa ctr, ra 1am quan,
song rd rang, 6ng di cb ging an nhin cho
doi. Dén khi 44 tudi, nguoi xua coi la budce
vao giai doan tudi gia, voi quan niém mudn
c¢6 cong danh phai theo thoi thé, khong thé
cho doi thém, Nguyén Binh Khiém méi
mién cudng ra ung thi va tham chinh. Tuy
nhién, Oong cting khong t6 ra man ma véi
chuc vi, khong bao lau da xin tir quan.
Du vay, v6i pham dtc, tai ning, uy vong
cua ong, nha Mac van nhiéu lan triéu voi
Nguyén Binh Khiém ra giap viéc, chu yéu
1a cac cong viée lién quan dén quan su.

Tho ca Nguyén Binh Khiém, nhu ong
néu trong 1061 Tua Bach Van Am thi tap 1a
dé noi chi, cai chi d6 c6 thé dat & dao dirc,
cong danh, nhan dat. Trong bai Cam hung,
sau khi v& ra buc tranh toan canh vé mot
thoi dai, xa hoi suy doi, hong nat, theo tinh
than “thi st”, 1am tho dé ghi lai hién thyuc
xa hoi, ong van khang dinh tho d6 “Nhat
nhdt tir ngén chi” (Nhat nhat déu 13 tu noi
chi ctia minh) (Cam hitng, tr. 111). Diéu
nay khong mau thudn véi quan niém vé
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chi ma ong da dat ra. Cho nén, qua tho
Nguyén Binh Khiém, da s 12 néi vé chi
hudong nhan dat, nhung xen trong do, qua
nhiéu bai, nguoi doc van co thé nhan théy
rat rd ndi “Ai wu vic vic” ciia 6ng voi thoi
cudc, cai nhin phé phan véi xa hoi, thé thai
nhan tinh, ma an sau d6 1a cam giac vé su
that bai va bat lyc cia 6ng, vé do vénh
gitra 1y tudng va hién thuc. Vi thé, tho 6ng
khong chi dé to chi, ma con 1a thong diép
gui dén doi sau, dé ty thanh minh va tim
su cam thong:

Ki ngon hau quan tu,

Twong thir, mac twong bi.

(Gri 101 cho cac bac quén tir vé sau,

Hay thtr cho nhau, ding d¢ biu nhau).

(Cdm himg, tr. 1332) 0
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