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TRAN HUU DUNG®
gidi thiéu

Tuy it duoc biét ngoai gidi kinh té, Amartya Sen (qué qudn
Bangalore, An Dé, doat gidi Nobel kinh t& ndm 1998, hién la
gido su Harvard) la mot kinh té gia ddng cho dong nghiép clia
ong hanh dién. Dd la mét nha todn kinh t& (mot nganh cuc ki
khé!) hang dau ngay khi con tré, Sen khong bao gio ding todn
dé "loé" nguoi doc, trdi lai, ong luén tim cdch gidi thich bang
ngoén ngit thong thuong nhing dinh ly ma éng kham pha. Tw
vai thap ki gan day, Sen quay sang nghién citu vé nhiing vin dé
triét ly lon, nhitng van dé kinh té trong dai (nhu nan déi, cong
bang thu nhdp, v.v...) va luén ludn cé nhitng nhdn dinh sdu sdc,
Iy lugn khiic chiét, xGy dung trén mot nén tang kién vdan vé cung
qudng bdc. Trong cuén sdch vita xudt bdn trén, Sen van dung
khd ndng phan tich sdc bén, kinh nghiém song phong phi, va
suy tw sGu sdc cia ong dé bai bdc hai ludn dé noi tiéng tw ddu
thdp nién 90, dé la (1) "su dung do ctia cdc nén van minh” clia
Samuel Huntington, va (2) "gid tri chdu A" thuong duoc gan
cho nguyén Thi tudng Singapore Ly Quang Diéu. Sen thi nhin
rang tdac phdam nay c6 mot tham vong kha lon, dé la dua ra mot
cdch nhin mdi vé bao luc trén thé gidi. Thuc ra, Sen con di xa
hon, xem xét mét loat y niém thoi thuong: t "vin minh" dén
"gid tri chdu A", tit "kinh t& thi truong” dén "toan cdu hod". Sen
khong néi, nhung nguti doc sé nhdn ra rang tu tudng ciia éng la
phdn dnh tiép cdn kinh té'theo cdi nghia khoa hoc nhdt ciia né.

Nhan than va "dung do ciia cac nén viin minh"

Pang sau cuén nay la béng cua
Samuel Huntington véi luan dé “su
dung do ctia cidc nén vin minh”. Sen
cho rdng quan diém ctia Huntington,
theo d6 méi ngudi 1a thanh vién cua chi
moét nhém, mét “van minh”, ching
nhiing khéng nén c6 (xét vé& mat dao
15), ma con rit sai su thuc. Quan diém

ay 1a khong nén vi n6 khuyén khich con
ngudi nhin minh nhu mot nhan than
doc nhat, dan dén nhiing xung dot vii
luc, va khong dung, vi con nguoi khong
nhu thé&. Theo Sen, phan chia thé giéi

® Identity: ngudi giéi thiéu dich 1a "nhéan
than", tuy nhién nhiéu ngudi quen hiéu la
"ban sic".
¢ GS. Kinh t€&, Pai hoc Wright State (bang
Ohio, My).
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trén ¢ sd van minh theo kiéu
Huntington phan anh mét tiép can
phién dién, mot chiéu, vé nhan than
cia con ngudi. Trai v6i Huntington,
Sen cho riang nhan than rat da dang va
phtc tap. Ong dua vi du: mot ngudsi c6
thé 1a mot cong dan Mg, ngudn géc
Caribe, t6 tién dén tit chau Phi, c¢6 dao
Co Déc, 1a mot su gia, mot luc si dién
kinh, v.v... va v.v...,, ma khéng gi la
mau thuln ca.

Cung véi
nhéan dinh
rang nhan

thdn la da
dang, Sen dua
vao ly luan
hai § niém
cin ban cua
kinh té: chon
lua va rang
buoc. Mbi
ngudi c6 thé
chon mot
nhén than
trong mot tinh huéng nao dé, nhung su
chon lya 4y 14 mot lua chon c6 han ché
(b6i tinh huéng ay). Tuy nhién, bai
toan chon lya 6 day khong “thé lau”
kiéu kinh t& tan c¢d dién cuc doan (ma
mdi c4 thé chi nghi dén lgi ich cua
riéng minh), nhung la mét chon lya véi
y thtic xa hoi, mdi ngudi chiu anh
huéng ctia nguoi khac, vad quan tam
dén ngudi khéac.

Tat nhién, su da dang cta nhan
than khéng c6 nghia 1a moi dang nhin
than déu quan trong nhu nhau, va
cting khéng c6 nghia la tht hang quan
trong cua cac dang nhan than khong
thé d6i thay theo thoi gian va hoan
canh. Tiéc ring Sen khong néi gi vé
ngudn goc thi hang nay, va anh hudng
cta tinh hudng va lich st dén su d6i
thay 4y. Nhiéu ngudi chi trich Sen vé
su sd sudt nay vi theo ho, néu 6 mot
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thoi diém nhat dinh, moét dang nhan
than nao d6 1a khéng ché thi quan diém
caa Sen ciing khong khac gi quan diém
cho riang nhan than la don dang.

“Phan vung” vin minh xem mbdi
ving trén thé giéi 1a thudc mot van hoa
nay hay moét van hoa khac la khong
nim hét sy phtc tap cua loai
nguoi. Mot ngd nhan niia cua “tiép can
vin minh” (kiéu Huntington) 14 né xem
lich st nhu dinh ménh (phu dé cua
quyén “Nhan than va Bao luc” 1a “4o
tudng dinh ménh”), bdi n6 am chi ring
cac xung d6t ngay nay chi 1a tiép dién
nhiing gi da xay ra hang tram, tham
chi hang nghin nadm trudc. Theo Sen,
“nhan than van minh” ciia modt ngudi
khong phai 1a dinh ménh cua ngudi 4y.
Qua nhan dinh nay Sen vach ra cai tu
mau thuin cta nhiing ngudi (bao thu)
bénh vyc Huntington. M6t mat, ho
khing dinh rdng tu do cin ban nhAt
cua con ngudi 1a tu do lua chon. Mt
khac, cting theo ho, khi mo6t ngusi da
sinh ra trong mdt vin minh nao thi
“dinh ménh” da an bai, ngudi 4y sé tng
xti nhu mot thanh vién cta nén van
minh 4y, khong c6 lua chon nao khac.
Chinh su khong cé lua chon nay la
mAm moéng cua bao luc, Sen khing
dinh. Oai oam thay, nhiéu cd géing
chdm dit bao luc 4y (nhu khi kéu goi
cdc nén vian minh nén than thién véi
nhau, hoic cic tén gido phai dé6i thoai
v6i nhau) ciing 1a sai 1am nhu luan dé
Huntington, vi ciing cho rang nhan
than 14 duy nh4t va khéong thé chon
lya.

Tuong tu, Sen cling phan bac ly
luan cta nhiing ngudi chu xuéng “da
vén hoa” (multiculture) khi ho cho réng
tuy nhan than cua mdi ngusi la (duy
nh4t va) khic nhau, cac nhan than 4y
¢6 nhiéu diém tuong déng. Nhan than
mobi ngudi 1a vo cung da dang, song mdi
ngudi chia sé mdi dang nhan than cuaa
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minh v6i nhiéu nguoi khac. Theo Sen,
nhém “da van ho4a” that ra ciing giéng
nhu nhém “don vin hod”, chdng han
nhu khi tin d6 tén gido nay toé ra than
thién, ca tung cac ton gido khac, thi vo
hinh trung ho cho ring nhén loai c6 thé
chia ra lam nhiéu nhém tén gido, va
mdbi ngudi mang doc nhat cai “mac” tén
gido cua minh.

Mot ¥ ntia cia Huntington cling lam
Sen “buc minh”. D6 1a, theo
Huntington, trudce thoi hién dai thi chi
phuong Tay 1a c6 y thiic vé ca nhan chu
nghia va c6 truyén thong ton trong
quyén han va tu do ciia c4 nhan. Sen
don cti nhiéu vi du cho th4y nhiing hoat
dong dan chu da c6 khap thé gidi tu
xua. Ching nhiing thé, 6ng nhéin
manh, qua 14 hién nay nhiéu quéc gia
Hoéi gigao (nhat 1a ¢ Trung Déng) ¢ vé
ham md bao luc, x4 héi khong phéng
khoang nhu T4y phuong, nhung trong
qua khtt da c¢6 nhiing thoi ki ma Tay
phuong chuéng bao luc, it phéng
khoang hon cac quéc gia theo dao
Hoi. Rat tiéc 1a Sen khong giai thich tai
sao, dit trong qua kht thé gisi Hoi gido
¢6 nhiing phat minh, ¢6 khoan dung,
nhiing diéu d6 chadm dit vao khoang
gitta thé ki XVII?

Theo Sen, chia nhéin loai theo “van
minh” ¢6 hai nhuge diém. Tht nhét, né
gia dinh rang cach chia nhu vay la
thich hop nhat, khéng ché nhiing cach
khac &€ nhan dang con ngudi. Sen cho
ring day la mot van dé phuong phap
luan, cin luan cd, khong thé gia dinh.
Thit hai, cach phan loai 4y dua vao mot
cach “md ta tho kéch phi thuong” va
mot su “vé6 tu lich st”’. Thi du:
Huntington xé&p An D6 vao “vin minh
an giao” trong ldc quéc gia nay c6 hon
150 triéu tin do Hoéi gido, ddong hon bat
ki qudc gia nao dugc xép 1a “Hbi giao”.

Vai nha phé binh (nhu tac gia tan
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bao thi Robert Kagan) da hdi Sen, néu
luan dé “xung do6t cua cac nén vin
minh” cia Huntington 14 sai thi tai sao
lai it c6 bang c6 ching té su khéng
ding 4y? Sen tra 10i rédng c6 nhiéu
lanh tu (hay phong trao) khich déng
bao luc cén ct trén mot su tuong dong
duy nhat (nhu cac nhém khung bd Hbi
gido hién nay). Roi Sen hoi nguge: Vay
“truong phai Huntington” giai thich
nhiing trao luu toan cau hoa (nhat la
vé kinh t&) hién nay thé& nao? Va tai sao
nhiéu quéc gia ma “van minh” kha
giong nhau (nhu Pakistan va An Do)
lai kinh dich nhau dén thé&? Sen ciing
nhéc nhd rang dai da s6 tin d6 Héi gido
hién soéng trong hoa binh.

Tinh “nhadn ban” trong tu tudng
Sen biéu 16 qua khing dinh ring su
tuong dong va su ca biét ciia nhan than
khong nhat thiét 1a hai pham tru déi
lap nhau, ma c6 thé di d6i véi nhau.
“Tuong dong” vi mbéi nhan than trong
hang chuc (hoédc hon ntta) nhin than
ma modi ngudi c6 thi nhiéu ngudi khac
cling cé. Song “ca biét” vi mdi ngudi 1a
mot tap hdp doc nhat ciia mdt nhom
nhan than (t6i va anh giéng nhau vi
déu mé quan vot, nhung khac nhau vi
téi dao Phat, anh dao Héi...). Sen viét
moét cAu dang nhd: “Chung ta khac
nhau theo nhiéu cach khic nhau”.

Du khéng thé quy cho Huntington
ac y “khich dong” chién tranh gifia cac
nén vin minh (nhu mot s6 ngudi sau
nay da lam), nhd Sen, ta thay sy ngay
tho va tho thién cia Huntington. Hoan
toan xay dung ly thuyét cia minh trén
¥ niém “van minh” song hinh nhu
Huntington khéng nghi ki xem “vén
minh” chinh xac la gi, va c¢6 thich hgp
hay khéng cho cach 6ng ta gidi thich
lich st (du giai thich &y c6 thé c6 phan
ding trén co sé khac “van minh”).
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"Gia tri chau A" va dan chi

Chang nhiing chéng § niém “vin
minh” theo cach dung cia Huntington,
Sen ciing chi trich y niém “gia tri chau
A” cia Ly Quang Diéu. Chi trich caa
Sen nhim vao ca hai ménh dé caa y
niém nay, 12 (1) xa hoi chau A ¢6 nhiing
dtc tinh tréi hon xa hoi phuong Tay, va
(2) “dan chu”, “nhan quyén” kiéu
phuong T4y khong hoan toan thich hgp
v6i chau A.

Theo Sen, “gia thuyét Ly Quang
Diéu” chi c6 vai bang chting rdi rac
(Singapore, Han Quéc, Trung Quéc sau
cdl cach) ma ciing khong hoan toan
thuyét phuc. Lay truong hop Bostwana:
nuée nay cé téc do tang trudng cao nhat
hoan cAu may chuc nim nay, lai 1a mot
8¢ dao dan cht 6 chau Phi, vay han dan
cht 14 cAn thiét cho phat trién? Cu thé,
nhiing khao ctiu kha quy mé thuc té
nhiéu nudéc cua Robert Barro va Adam
Przeworski khong phat giac duge lién
hé rd rét nao gitta quyén han chinh tri
va thanh tuu kinh t&. Chi ¢6 thé rut ra
mot két luan tir cac nghién ctiu cho dén
nay: chiéu tuong quan nao ciing 1a cé
thé. Vi thé, theo Sen, dan chu va phat
trién kinh t& nén duge thAm dinh riéng
ré, khong nén dat van dé 1a cai nay cé
hd trg cai kia hay khéng.

Can nhan manh 1a Sen tuyét déi tin
tudng & tinh phé quat caa dan chi. Tha
nhat, 6ng khong tin, nhu phe “gia tri
chau A” van tin, ring c6 nhiing xa hoi
14 khong (hoéc chua) thich hgp véi dan
cht vi xa hoi 4y c6 mot van hoa nao do,
hoé#c 14 dan chi ¢6 thé bi hodn lai trong
lic x& hoi theo dudi moét muc tiéu
khac. Di xa hon, 6ng ciing cho réng néu
mot quéc gia ¢ thé gitp qudc gia khac
c6 dan chu (qua cac bién phap kinh té,
chinh tri, ngoai giao) thi cling rat nén
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lam (Nam Phi 12 mét guong mau). Song
Sen cuc luc phan d6i chinh sach ap dat
dan chu 6 nuéc khac (du c6 thuc tAm
nhu vay) bang vi luc nhu My da lam &
Iraq.

Tht hai, theo Sen, héi “dan chu c6
thich hgp v6i mot quéc gia” nao d6 hay
khoéng, 1a sai, bdi vi mot quéc gia phai
tré thanh thich hop qua dan cha. Né6i
khac di, mét qudc gia c¢6 thé “phat
trién” (theo GDP chéng han), song néu
su phéat trién &y (vé moi mat, khéng chi
vé thu nhap) dién ra trong mot boi
canh khong dan chu thi duong hudéng
cla né sé sai léch, va khong thé goi la
phat trién.

Vai y nghi riéng

Nhu vay la trong cudn nay, va trong
cudn xudt ban nam 1999 (“Phat trién
nhu Tu do”) Sen da dé lai d&du &n cua
ong trén hai van dé quan trong caa thoi
dai: Lién hé gida tu do va phat trién
(1999) va gita van minh va xung d6t
(2006) tu cai nhin cia mot nha kinh té&
bai ban, va mot tinh than nhan ban
sau dam. Xuyén suét tu tudng Sen la
mot luan dé vé tinh da dang, su phtic
tap cua bat ki y niém nao (vin hoa,
nhén thén...), va do d6 nhiing phén loai
“mét chidu” (mdi ngusi thuoc “van
minh” nay, khong thudc “vin minh”
khac, c6 nhan than nay, déi choi nhan
than khac) 14 sai lam vad day con
ngudi dao ddc cia Sen 16 dién dua dén
nhiing hanh déng (bao luc) dang tiéc.

C6 thé khong dong y véi Sen vé
nhiéu diém.

Thi nhit, chdp nhan nhan than 1a
da dang, vén héa 1a nhiéu chiéu, khong
loai trit kha nang bao luu ¥ kién ring
tAm quan trong cua cac dang 4y khéng
nhu nhau, cling nhu nhiing chiéu cua
van hoa 1a khong gidng nhau. Néi cach
khéc, mbi ngudi van c6 thé c6 mot nhan
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than chinh, mot van hoa chinh. Bao
(nhu Sen) rang khéng c6 mot van hoa
nao goi la “van hoa nho giao”, vi nho
gido c6 nhiéu nhanh, nhiéu téng, 1a hoi
khién cudng. T4t nhién, cai vu tién ctaa
mot dang nado dé thay d6i theo tinh
huéng. Vi du nhu trong chién tranh
chéng ngoai xam thi truéc hét téi 1a
ngudi Viét Nam, sau d6 1a mot Phat tu,
sau niia la mot thi si. Trong mét hoan
canh khéac thi cai nhan than “Phat tu”
cua t6i, hay nhan than “thi si” cta toi
6 thé 1a ding dau. Pht nhan tha hang
c6 tinh tuong ddi cua cac bd mat nhan
than 12 phu nhan thuc t&. Cau hdi can
xem xét 1a tai sao c6 su thay d6i thu
hang nhan than? Dén chiing muc nao thi
né bi kich thich (va khich dong) bdi
nhiing tac nhan bén ngoai? Sen khong
dit ra cic cau hoi nay. Mot diéu niia 1a
(c6 thé xem nhu di ngudc “tinh ban
thién” ctia con ngudi) nhiéu dang nhan
than dugde dinh nghia khong v6i nhiing
déic diém tich cuc, song véi ddu trit mot
nhan than khac (chdng han, khong phai
t61 14 Hoi gido, anh 1a Co déc gido, nhung
to1 1a Hoi gido, anh 1a khong-Hoéi gio).
Mot nhan xét niia: hé tu tudéng cua
Sen khong c¢é chd cho “nhiét tinh”. Day
la mot thiéu sé6t dang ngac nhién vi
chinh Sen 1a mét ngusi day nhiét
tinh. C6 cam giac 6ng cho ring nhiét
tinh chi gay “rdc réi’. (Sen ciing la
nguoi c6 mot trai tim rat noéong: dng da
s6ng chung nhiéu nam véi triét gia néi
tiéng Martha Nussbaum, va sau dé véi
st gia Emma Rothschild). Mac du Sen
da rat thuyét phuc trong bién luan cho
tinh da dang ctia nhan thin, nhung ro6
rang nhiéu ldc con ngudi tng xu nhu
thé nhan than 1a don dang. Tai sao? Vi
161 m6 ta da dang &y 1a hut hang? Hoac
do ban tinh con ngudi la bat thuan ly?

Mot hé luan ctia nhan dinh trén 13,
thoat than t& mot boi canh lich st nao
d6, ludn ludn c6 nhitng nhém 1gi ich cé
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gdng triu niu, léo 1a4i phat trién theo
cach c6 10i cho ho. Xét vé mit kinh té,
d6 12 mot cach tng xt “hgp ly” (cho
nhiing nguoi ay). Kinh té& hién dai da
phéan tich hién tugng nay kha céin ke,
ching han véi thuyét tro choi. Sen nhin
thé& giéi qua lang kinh kinh t& nhu mot
khoa hoc lga chon, nhung ciing c6 mét
ling kinh kinh t& khac, nhu mét khoa
hoc vé xung dot. Rat tiéc 1a Sen khong
khai trién thém luan dé caa 6ng vé
huéng nay.

Chi trich “gia tri chau A” cia Sen
cing c¢6 nhiéu diém chua riét rao. Vi
du: Phai c6ng nhan rang cac nuéc Pong
A ¢6 nhiéu dic tinh vin hoéa xa hoi (gia
dinh, hiéu hoc, can kiém, siéng ning)
khién ho thanh céng. Goi nhiing dic
tinh 4y 1a gia tri van hoéa hay gi di niia,
val tro cia ching trong thanh tuu kinh
t& 1a hién nhién. Ching han, chinh Sen
cting nhan rang Nhat thanh céng phan
16n 1a nho tinh hidu hoc ctia dan toc
nay, song tai sao khong xem su hiéu
hoc 4y 14 mot dic tinh ctia vin héa?
Khéng xem “vin hoa” 1a “gia tri” c6 thé
la qué khit khe v6i ngii nghia.

Hon niia, Sen khong dé ¥ rang trong
thuc té€ c6 nhiéu (khong phai chi cé
mot) cach quyét dinh mang tinh dan
cht, va 14m khi nhiing quyét dinh dan
cht tap thé khong 1a nhiing quyét dinh
to1 hdo (truong hgp “thé ludng nan cua
ngudi ti”, chdng han). C6 thé 1a, nhu
Sen lap di lap lai, nhiing tran dé1 hang
loat khong bao gid xay ra & cac nudc
dan chu, nhung (r&t may) 1a khéng
phai nudc nao bao gio cling bi déi kém
de doa, bi bat budc chon lya giia dan
cht va chét dé6i. C6 ngudi ciing sé cho
rang su thi€u dan chu & giai doan nay
c6 thé tiang phuc 1gi & mét giai doan
khéc. Sen nghi sao vé su danh déi d6?
(Can néi rd, Sen cb6 néi dén kha ning
danh d6i nhung 6ng thusng nhan manh
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dén gia tri noi tai, thay vi gia tri cong
cu, cua tu do).

Sen khéng chd y du dén su kién la
dan chtu (dding ra 14 tu do) c6 nhiéu
mtc d6, va du c6 cho ring cang dan
cht, cang tu do cang tot, song khi phai
d6i dién v6i nhiing danh ddi linh hoat
(chdng han nhu giita tu do chinh tri va
tu do kinh t€&, néu c6, hodc gitia hién tai
va tuong lai) thi sy lua chon cling
khéng dé dang, va c6 co kéo theo nhiéu
v&n nan héc bua vé quyét dinh tap thé
(collective choice).

Tuy kham phuc su siu sic ctia Sen,
ngudi doc doi lic c6 cam tudng la o6ng
sOng trong thap nga, “phat trién” d6i
v6i 6ng can ban 14 mot pham tra triét
hoc, mot 1y tudng trttu tuong (chinh
Sen ciing thd nhan, trong dién tu
Nobel, rang 6ng xudt than tit mot gia
dinh tri thtc, va 6ng chua tung lam
viéc gi khac ngoai gido su). Nhu nhiéu
nha tu tudng hang dau hién nay 6 Tay
phuong ma géc gac 1a chau A, chau Phi
(Said, Appiah, Naipaul, Rushdie...
trong khu vuc tiéng Anh), Sen la két
tinh dién hinh caa “tu duy thé giéi”
(cosmopolitanism), phéng khoang, tién
bo. Tiéc thay, nhiéu lic 6ng cé vé quén
rang tuyét dai da s6 loai ngudi (nhat 1a
6 cac nuée nghéo) khong may mén nhu
cac 6ng. N61 cach khac, trong khi cac
ong “théng hoa” trong thugng tang khi
quyén tri thic cta nhan loai, d& dang
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cam thay Cambridge, Paris hay
Calcutta dau ciing 1a “nha”, di di vé vé,
thi hdu hét moi ngudi khac chi tim
thdy cai &m cing cua cudc séng § cong
dong than quen, x6m lang gan giii (ma
ciing chua chic 1a ai “hanh phic” hon
ail). Nhin nhan nhén than la da dang
khong 12 mau thuin véi nhin nhan
nhan than cé mot “coi ré”.

Sen la mot tac gia nén doc (nhat la
trong nguyén vin tiéng Anh). Van
phong ctiia 6ng 12 miu muc han lam,
suc tich, c6 dong, song than thién,
khong lam dang. Ong c6 biét tai giai
thich nhiing y niém vé triét, dinh luat
vé toan, mot cach hét stic minh bach,
d& hiéu. Hiém thdy ai di thidng vao
khuyét diém c6t 16i caa Huntington
nhu Sen trong quyén nay.

Song cudn sach nay sé& khong lam
moi nguoi thoa man. Vé ciu tric, Sen
hay lap di lap lai, va khi gap sach lai,
nhiéu ddc gia sé hodi: roi sao niia? Tuy
Sen rat thuyét phuc trong luan ca
chéng Huntington, nhung khé riut ra
tl sdch nay bai hoc néo c6 tinh xay dung,

cu thé, hay du doan cho tuong lai. C6 1&
cht dich cta Sen chi 14 dan dAt, thach
thiic ngudi doc di sdu vao nhiing suy
nghi cin ban vé mot s6 tu tudng néng héi
duong dai. Du chi vay théi thi cling da
cho ngusi doc tri 4n va kinh phuc 6ng.



