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Tém tit: Briu la toc nguoi cu trii tdp trung ¢ ving bién giéi ciia ba nwée Péng Duwong.
Day la dan toc co moi quan hé xa hoi xuyén bién gioi manh mé va chiu anh huong van hoa cua
nhiéu téc ngueoi cdn cw. Cac nhém dia phwong ciia nguoi Brau c6 mét sé dic diém chung vé
van héa, xd hoi, nhung ciing c6 nhitng khéc biét. Newoi Brdau Viét Nam von la bé phdn ciia
cong déng Brau o Lao va Campuchia, di cu sang Viét Nam tur thoi Phap thudc. Hién nay, ho cu
tri 0 lang Bdk Mé ciia xd Po Y, huyén Ngoc Hoi, tinh Kon Tum, thudc nhém cdc dan toc rat it
nguoi nén dwoc sy quan tam dac biét cua Nha nuoc. Tuy nhién dén nay, sy hiéu biét vé téc
nguwoi nay con han ché. Pady la nguyén nhan khién cdc chinh sach bdao ton va phat huy véin héa
cua toc nguoi nay chua thuc sw hiéu qua. Trén co so lam ro cdc dac diém cua nguoi Brau o
Lao va Campuchia, bdi viét néu mét sé van dé dat ra véi ngueoi Brau ¢ Viét Nam hién nay.

Tir khoa: Toc nguoi Brau, Viét Nam, Lao, Campuchia.

Abstract: The Brau belong to an ethnic group residing mainly in the border areas of the
three Indochina countries. This ethnic group has strong cross-border social relationships and
is influenced by several neighbouring ethnic groups’ cultures. Local Brau groups have some
cultural and social characteristics in common, but there are also differences. The Vietnamese
Brau were originally part of the Brau community in Laos and Cambodia, and they
immigrated to Vietnam during the French colonial period. They reside in Dak Me village of
Po Y commune, Ngoc Hoi district, Kon Tum province. As an ethnic minority with a very small
population, they receive special attention from the State. However, knowledge about this
ethnic group is still limited. This is the reason why policies to preserve and promote this
ethnic group’s culture are not effective. Based on clarifying the characteristics of Brau people
in Laos and Cambodia, the article raises some issues facing Brau people in Vietnam today.
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4 Tran Thi Hong Yén

Mé dau

Nguoi Brau cu tru ¢ ving cao nguyén bién gidi ba nudc Pong Duong, cé vai trd quan
trong trong quan hé qudc té va an ninh, quc phong. Tai Viét Nam, nguoi Brau séng & lang Dik
Mé cua xa PO Y, huyén Ngoc Hdi, tinh Kon Tum, chinh la déng toc cua cong déng Brau ¢ Lao
va Campuchia. Nguoi Brau & ba nudc DPong Duong c6 mdi quan hé xi hoi xuyén bién gisi
phirc tap, co giao luu vin hoa véi cac toc ngudi séng 1an can, trong lich sir chiu anh hudng
manh mé cua céc tdc nguodi c6 dan $6 dong (Lao, Thai, Khmer, Xo Pang, Gia Rai,...), bi tac
dong boi cude chién tranh Dbong Duong va ché @6 doc tai Khmer Do. Véi nguoi Brau ¢ Viét
Nam, ho 1a tdc ngudi c6 dan s6 rat it: vao nam 2023, chi ¢6 173 ho/558 nguoi?, doi séng con
nhiéu kho khan. Do vay, ngudi Brau ¢ Viét Nam da va dang duge Nha nude quan tim dic biét.

Pén nay, viéc nghién ctru vé ngudi Brau ¢ Viét Nam van han ché. Trén cac trang thong
tin dién tr cua Uy ban Dan tdc, Bo Vin hoa, Thé thao va Du lich, Uy ban nhan dan tinh Kon
Tum va céc cong trinh nghién ctru ciia Vién Dan tdc hoc..., cac kién thuc vé toc nguoi Brau
con so luge. Cu thé, trong cudn sach cua Vién Dén toc hoc xuét ban nam 1978 (Vién Dan toc
hoc, 2014) phan viét vé nguoi Brau chi ¢6 6 trang (tr. 382-387). Géan day, tac gia Bui Ngoc
Quang c6 mot s6 cong trinh nghién ciru vé& nguoi Brau, tp trung vao cha d& hon nhan, gia
dinh (2000; 2013; 2021), cung cip cho ngudi doc nhitng hiéu biét chuyén sau vé khia canh
nay. Sau d6, Bui Ngoc Quang ciing bo sung thém cac chu dé khac nhu kinh té, xa hoi, doi
sdng van hoa, tin ngudng..., cia ngudi Brau trong cudn: Cac ddn téc ¢ Viét Nam (2017, Tap
3, tr. 1144-1189). Nguyén Thi Ngan va T6 Thi Thu Trang (2009) da thuc hién dé tai “Nghién
curu van hoa dan toc Gié Triéng, Brau phuc vu hoat dong Bdo tang van hoa cac dan toc Viét
Nam”, day la s it cong trinh dé cap dén dan toc Brau trén cac linh vuc kinh té, van hoa, xa
hoi. Tuy nhién, cac tu liéu cua tic gia sir dung trong dé tai chu yéu ké thira tir nhiing cong
trinh da cong bé.

Diém qua nhiing nghién ctru chinh trén ddy vé ngudi Brau cho thiy, s6 lugng cong trinh
vé nguoi Brau con it, ndi dung so luge, nhiéu van dé nhu lich st tdc nguoi, qué trinh toc
nguoi, quan hé toc ngudi trong nude va xuyén bién gioi, bién d6i kinh té, xa hoi, van hoa, ton
gi4o, tin ngudng..., con chwa duoc nghién ctru thau ddo. Nguyén nhén 1a do dia ban cu tra
cua ngudi Brau ¢ vung nii xa x01, khi diéu kién dit nude co chién tranh, kinh té kho khan,
cac nha nghién ctru khong thé toi d6 dé tim hiéu. Mat khac, c6 18 do nguoi Brau 1a mét nhom
nho, chuyén cu tir Lao sang Viét Nam chi khodng vai chyuc nguoi, thoi gian dén Viét Nam lai
chua lau (khoang 150 nim) nén chwa danh dugc sy cha ¥ ciia chinh quyén dia phuwong va cac
nha nghién ctru. Sau nim 1986, kinh té ngay cang phat trién, viéc di lai dé dang hon. Ving
bién gidi ba nuéc Pong Duong thude tinh Kon Tum nhanh chéong do thi héa, cira khau duoc
mé rong dé giao thuong, lugng ngudi qua lai ving bién gidi ting 1én, cic cong trinh x4y dung
nha ctra, dudng s& moc 1én san sat khién ving dit nay trd nén ning dong hon. Pic biét, nam

286 lieu Uy ban nhan dan xa P& Y cung cap thang 8/2023.
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1991, dwoc su hd trg ciia chinh quyén dia phuong, ngudi Brau da di chuyén tir rimg ra séng &
vung thip tai lang Dik Mé, x Po Y ngay nay. Trong bdi canh d6, mot sb tac gia lo ngai vé su
suy giam dan sd, vin hoa cua ngudi Brau di 1én tiéng trén bao chi®. Tir day, toc ngudi ndy
danh duoc sy cht y cia Nha nuéce, chinh quyén dia phuong va mot s6 nha nghién ciru.

Do lo ngai trudce lan séng d6 thi hoa va hoi nhap qudc té, Chinh phu Viét Nam da va
dang danh su chu y dic biét nhim bao tén va phat huy cac gia tri vin hoa toc ngudi Brau.
Nhimng van d& nhu dan sb bi “suy giam nhanh chéng”, ban sic van hoa ctia ngudi Brau co thé
bi “hoa tan” vao cac toc ngudi khac 1a nguyén nhan khién Chinh pha ban hanh nhiéu chinh
sach va dau tu ngué)n tai chinh, vat luc dang ké danh cho nguoi Brau. Tuy nhién, do sy hiéu
biét chua that ddy du vé toc ngudi ndy nén viéc bao ton gip khong it khé khan. Trén thuc té,
c6 hang muc Nha nudc thuc hién nhung khong mang lai hi¢u qud, thadm chi bao tdn khong
dung véi vin hoa cta ho. Chang han, ngdi nha réng hién nay cta ngudi Brau duge chinh cong
dong Brau cho rang khong giong v6i nha rong truyén théng cua ho, hay viéc dua nguoi Brau
vé sinh séng & ving thip véi kinh té chinh 1a néng nghiép lta nudc di khong giai quyét duge
tan gdc van dé doi nghéo, ddn dén mot s6 ho dan ban nha, ban rudng, quay vé noi ¢ cii, hoic
nhiéu ngudi tré bi 16i kéo vao té nan xa hoi, budén ban chat cam phai vao ti,...

Pé co6 sy hiéu biét sdu rong vé nguoi Brau ¢ Viét Nam, cin cd nhimg nghién ciru
chuyén sau vé toc nguoi nay tur ngué)n géc lich s, dic diém toc nguoi, kinh té, van hoa, xa
hoi trong mdi twong quan véi cong ddng ngudi Brau ¢ Pong Duong. Hay noi cach khac, can
nghién ctru nguoi Brau ¢ Viét Nam gan voi sy hiéu biét vé cong dong Brau ¢ Lao va
Campuchia. Diéu ndy v6 ciing quan trong boi nguoi Brau ¢ Viét Nam trudce khi di cu sang
Viét Nam 1a mot bd phén cia nguoi Brau ¢ hai nude ndi trén. Hon nira, thoi gian ho di cu
sang Viét Nam chua lau nén hiéu biét vé ngué)n cdi, van hoa cua ho la rt can thiét. Bai viét
nay trinh bay khai quat vé cong dong ngudi Brau & Lao, Campuchia va mot s6 van dé dit ra
d6i voi nguoi Brau ¢ Viét Nam, dya trén co so ké thira mot sb nghién ciru qudc té vé nguoi
Brau va khao sat thuc dia vé ngudi Brau Viét Nam ¢ lang Dak Mé vao thang 8/2023.

1. Pic diém tdc ngudi clia nguodi Brau ¢ Lao va Campuchia

1.1. Vé dia ban cw trit

C6 nhiéu gia thuyét khac nhau vé dia ban sinh séng xa xua cta ngudi Brau. Trong do
ndi 18n hai gia thuyét chinh 1a: (1) Ngudi Brau va cac cu dan khac caa diy Trudng Son xut
phat tir ving bién Viét Nam 1én vung cao sinh sdng do ap luc cua ngudi Chim, Khmer va
ngudi Viét. Thuyét nay dua trén thyc té 13 mot sé nhom ngudi vung cao co truyén thuyét lién
két ho voi bién va voi mot quan diém gia dinh rang, con nguoi s& khong mudn séng & ving
nui trir khi bi bude phai 1am nhu vay (Méry, 1959); (2) Theo cubn Cdc ddin téc & Lao thi

3 Tiéu biéu la bai viét ctia tAc gia Vinh Quyén: “Ro-mam va Brau hoa diét ching”, diang trén bao Lao Pong ngay
26/07/1992, S6 28/1992.
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nhitng ngudi Brau 16n tudi séng ¢ tinh Attapeu cho rang to tién ciia ho di cu tir phia bac Lao
qua Canh déng Chum & tinh Xiéng Khoang va dinh cu doc cic song Sekong, Sekamarn,
Sesoo tai diém giao nhau giita bién gidi cac nuwéc Lao, Campuchia va Viét Nam (LFNC,
2005, tr. 154).

Nha nghién ctru Baird d3 c¢6 hon 20 nim nghién ciru vé toc ngudi Brau ¢ Lao va
Campuchia. Ong dd gip g nhimng ngudi Brau 16n tudi & Lao va dugc ho giai thich rang:
nguoi Brau tin raing ho phai dén tir phia Bic Lao bdi ¢6 cau chuyén sir thi “Meut mooan
Groong Yoong” (trong tiéng Lao goi 13 “lam Cheuang”). Cau chuyén su thi trén khdng cho
biét nhiéu vé ngudn gbc ciia ngudi Brau, nhung né rat cd ¥ nghia trong vin hoa Brau va viéc
hinh thanh nhitng dia danh noi nguoi Brau sinh sdng. Nhiéu phong canh noi ho sinh song hién
nay déu c6 dia danh tén goi lién quan dén truyén thuyét nay* (Baird, 2008, tr. 86). Nhung c6
nghién ctru khac cling cho rang, c¢6 nhiéu dan tdc trong cung khu vuc, bao gdm ngudi E Dé
(Rhade), Harak (Alak) va Jru (Laven)..., déu c6 nhiing truyén thuyét ké rang ban dau ho dén
tir phia bac (Méry, 1959). Theo ¥ kién chung ctia nhiéu nha nghién ctru thi ving dat Nam Lao
va Pong Bic Campuchia 14 dja ban sinh song rat lau doi ciia ngudi Brau. D6 1a mot khu vice
kha rong 16n, phia bac bat dau tir tinh Attapeu ctia Lao, kéo dai vé phia nam dén Ban Lung
thugc Ratanakiri ciia Campuchia, phia dong dén khu vuyc Pik T6 va phia tiy dén bd song
Sekong (Xem Ban d6 1).

Nguoi Brau thich séng & nhitng khu vuc dc, ¢6 d cao tir 400-800m so v6i muc nude
bién. Do 1a nhitng vung mién nui tuong ddi xa xo6i, khu vuc c6 rung ram. Lang cua ho duoc
dung 1én trong cac thung ling c6 nli non bao quanh, bén canh c6 song, sudi chay qua. Nguoi
Brau & Lao va Campuchia thuong séng theo cac nhém nho va nhitng nhom nay iy tén cua
song, sudi, nti hodc cac dic diém tu nhién noi ho sinh séng. M&i nhém nhé bao gdm 2-6 ngdi
lang, noi dan cu thudng néi cing mot phuwong ngir. Hau hét nguoi Brau canh tac nuong ray,
sin ban, danh ca va thu hai cdc san pham tir thién nhién dé sinh séng. Ho séng gan giii va lién
két chat ché véi thién nhién. Tri thirc dia phuong cta ho vé rimg, song ngodi va thién nhién rat
sdu rong. Trude day nguoi Brau thuong sinh séng ¢ nhitng khu vuc rimg gia giau dong, thuc
vat, nhung lai nam trong khu vuc kém phat trién vé mat x3 hdi cia ca hai nuéc Lao va
Campuchia (Ironside and Baird, 2003; Baird, 2008).

1.2. Vé nhdn khéu hoc

Dén s6 nguoi Brau khoang 60.000 ngudi. Trong d6, khoang mot nira dan sd ngudi Brau
song & Lao, nira con lai & Campuchia va mot lang Brau ¢ Viét Nam. Ngoai ra, cac nha khoa
hoc con cho rang, c6 mot cong dong ngudi Brau ¢ Thai Lan. D6 1a hang nghin nguoi Brau

* Vi dy, trén nui La Beu thugc tinh Ratanakiri (Campuchia), c6 mét canh ddng co tu nhién _rong 16n ma ngudi
Kreung cho rang ting la nuong riy cua Groong. Ngoai ra, con c¢6 mét tang da 1on gan bién gidi Lao -
Campuchia ma ngudi Brau tin rang trude ddy né rit mém, em trai cia Groong la Yoong da an tang da. Vi vay,
ho goi n6 la "tamaw Yoongja" (hon dd ma Yoong da an),..
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trong lich str da bi ban sang Thai Lan 1am nd 1€ va mét by phan nguoi Brau da di cu qua song
Mé Kong vao ving dong bac Thai Lan trong nhing thap ky gan day vi mudn tir bo ving rimg
nui cao dé dén ving cao nguyén thap hon. Tuy nhién, d&én nay chwa c6 ai diéu tra, nghién ciru
va ciing khong chic chin rang gio day ho ¢6 con 1a mot cong dong riéng biét hay khong.

Hién tai, ngudi Brau tip trung sinh song tai cac tinh Attapeu, Champasak (L&0) va
Stung Treng, Ratanakiri (Campuchia). O Lao, udc tinh c6 khoang 61 lang c6 da s6 nguoi
Brau (51 lang ¢ tinh Attapeu va 10 lang ¢ tinh Champasak). O Attapeu, khoang mot nta sb
lang nguoi Brau nam & huyén Phou Vong, s6 con lai & céc huyén Samakhixay, Xaysettha,
Sanxay va Sanamxay. O Campuchia, c6 khoang 119 lang c6 da s6 nguoi Brau sinh séng (105
lang ¢ tinh Ratanakiri, 14 lang ¢ tinh Stung Treng). Ngoai ra, con c6 mét s lang Brau ¢ tinh
Mondolkiri. Tai Ratanakiri, ngudi Brau cu tra tap trung & cac huyén Taveng, O Chum, Veun
Say, Kon Mum, Lorn Phat va Banlung (Baird, 2008, tr. 73-74).

1.3. Vé cdc nhém dia phwong

Ngudi Brau séng ¢ ving nui giita trung luu cic séng Sesan, Xekaman va Sekong.
Nhom Ha lang giap ho ¢ phia dong va toc nguoi Gia Rai ¢ phia dong nam. Brau khong phai
1a toc ngudi thuan nhat ma chia thanh nhiéu phan nhdém khac nhau. Cac phan nhém Brau &
Lao bao gébm ngudi Jree, Hamong, Ka-nying, Kavet va Lun va ¢ Campuchia gém ngudi
Kavet, Umba, Kreung, Brau Tanap va Lun. Trong sé d6, nhiéu nhom nhé nhu Brau Tanap,
Umba (Campuchia) va Hamong, Ka-nying, Kavet, Jree, Lun (Lao) chua dugc Chinh phu cac
nude nay cong nhan. O Viét Nam, c6 mot lang ngudi Brau thudc nhom Ka-nying.

Can néi thém vé nhom Brau c6 lién quan dén Viét Nam gdom Ka-nying va Brau Tapnap.
V& lich sir, nhdm Ka-nying cu tra ¢ phia dong cta ngudi Hamong va Umba, phia tay cua cac
nhom dan toc Keuyawng, Xo Ping va Gia Rai. Ho chi yéu sdng & Campuchia gan sudi Ka-
nying, mt nhanh cta séng Trabok. O Lao c6 10 lang nguoi Ka-nying chiém da s6 (7 lang &
huyén Phou Vong va 3 lang & huyén Xaysettha) va mot s6 lang khac c6 rai rac ngudi Kan-
ying sinh séng. Trong d6, mot sé ngudi Ka-nying & Campuchia di di tan sang Lao va Viét
Nam vao dau nhitng nim 1970 do may bay My oanh tac dir doi gan cac ngdi lang cii caa ho.

Nguoi Brau Tanap (hay Brau ving dét thip) song & Campuchia, phia tdy nam nhom
Kreung, phia tdy nguoi Tampuon, phia dong nam nguoi Lao va phia dong nguoi Khmer. C6 28
lang co6 da sb nguoi Brau Tanap ¢ cac xa Teun, Cha-Ung, Taong, Labang 1, Labang 2, Kachaign
va Khamphu ¢ Campuchia. Trén thyc té, nhiéu ngudi Brau Tanap ty nhan minh 14 Kreung trong
thoi ky Khmer Do dé tach ra khoi nhom 16n Brau, tranh nhing lién quan phién phirc. Trong sd
nay, c6 nhitng ngudi chay trén sang Viét Nam va Lao vao niam 1975 tir cac huyén Taveng va
phia dong Veun Say ngay nay. Tén Kreung van dugc ngudi Brau Tapnap giit nguyén, tham chi
nhiéu niam sau khi két thic thoi ky Khmer Do. Ngoai ra, con ¢6 nguoi Brau Tanap song xen ké& &
nhiéu lang Brau khac. O Lao khong c6 nhom Brau Tapnap (Baird, 2008, tr. 73 - 80).
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Céac nhom Brau khac nhau tuy c6 mét s6 dic diém chung nhung 4p dung nhirng “dau
hiéu” vin hoa khac nhau dé phan biét, trong d6 c6 phuong ngir, nghi 18 hién té, t6 chirc khong
gian sinh séng, nha ctra,...

Ban do 1: Phan bé cac nhém Brau chinh ¢ Lao va Campubhia trong thap nién 1950
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Nguén: Ban d6 3.1. Phan bd cac nhém Brau chinh trong nhitng ndm 1950
(Baird, 2008, tr. 75).

1.4. Vé tén goi

C6 nhiéu cach g0oi khac nhau cho nguoi Brau nhu “Brou”, “Brao”, “Prov”,... Chinh
phu Lao goi tdc nguoi nay 1a “Brao”, Chinh pht Campuchia goi 1a “Prov”, Chinh phu Viét
Nam goi 1a “Brau”. Cac quan chirc thyc dan Phap trudc day goi nguoi Brau & Lao va
Campuchia 1a “Moi”’, mdt cadch n6i miét thi dbi vai nguoi dan vung cao va dung thuat ngir
“nguwoi Thirong” dé chi cac dan toc & Ty Nguyén ciia Viét Nam, trong d6 c6 ngudi Brau.

O Lao, nguoi Brau thuong ty nhan minh 1a “Brao”, nhung nguoi Lao thuong goi ho
bang tir “Lave” mang tinh miét thi. Cach goi nay c6 thé bat ngudn tir chir “ve” trong tiéng
Lao, hodc mang ¥ nghia “dimng lai trong mot thoi gian ngin”, tirc am chi sy di chuyén thudng
xuyén qua cic nuong ray va cac khu dinh cu theo tip quan cia ngudi Brau. Nhitng ngudi néi
tiéng Théi (Lao va Xiém) sir dung tir “Kha” dé chi nhitng nguoi néi tiéng Mon - Kho-me &
ving nai, bao gdm ngudi Brau. Thuat ngit ndy thudng duoc cho 13 dé chi “nd 167, mic du ¥
nghia ban dau rat khac. Du thé nao di nita, ngudi Brau ciing khong thich tir Kha hodc nhitng
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tr nglr miét thi lién quan nhu Kha Lave, Kha Kheo Rian (Kha mai rang), Kha Kheo Tat (Kha bi
cut rang) va Kha Sam Kha (Kha c6 ba chan, am chi vi¢c ho dong khé). Nguoi Brau ¢ Lao doi
khi dwoc goi mot cach lich sy hon 1a “Lao Theung” (nghia den 1a “Lao thuong” trong tiéng
Lao), mot thuat nglr duoc st dung dé chi nhém noi tiéng Mon - Kho-me vao dau thé ky XX.

O Campuchia, ngudi Brau thudng ty nhan minh 13 “Brao” va khong bao gio tw nhan 1a
“Lave”. Nguoi Brau ¢ Campuchia thuong dugc xac dinh bang cach st dung tén nhém dia
phuong cua ho. Vi du, & Campuchia nhiing nguoi thuéc nhém “Kavet”, “Kreung” hau nhu
khong bao gi¢ tv nhan minh 1a “Brao” ma goi tén theo nhom dia phuong d6. Tuy nhién,
nhitng nguoi 16n tudi ciia ca hai nhdém nay da xac nhan rang ho timg duoc biét dén voi cai tén
“Brao”. Tinh hinh véi nhom “Brao Tanap” - “viing dat thdp” phirc tap hon. Nhiéu ngudi trong
thé hé tré hién tu nhan minh 1a “Kreung” va chi nhitng nguoi 16n tudi moi ty nhan minh 1a
“Brao” hodc “Brao Tanap”, ¢6 nghia la ngudi Brao ving dat thap.

Cung vé6i cac dan toc Nam A va Nam Dao khéc trong khu vuc, ngudi Brau duoc goi 1a
“Chun Chiet” (cach goi nay thuong dugc sir dung & ving Dong Bic Campuchia nhu mét dang
viét tat ctia Chun Chiet Pheak Tech - nhom déan toc nguyén thity) hodc “Khmer Leu” (nghia den
14 ngudi Khmer ving cao). Gan day nhat, cac toc ngudi thiéu s6 tai chd & Campuchia ngay cang
tu nhan minh 1a “Chun Chiet Deum Pheak Tech” hodc 1a “Khmer Deum” (c6 nghia la nguoi néi
tiéng Khmer gbc hodc tiéng Khmer cb). Dbi voi nguoi Khmer, hau hét ho chua bao gio nghe
n6i dén nguoi Brau hay bat ky nhém dén toc tai chd nao khac duoc tim thiy & Stung Treng va
Ratanakiri, ma thay vao d6 ho goi chung tit ca nhitng nguoi nay 1a "Phnon™. Day ciing 1a thuat
ngit ma nguoi Khmer ding dé goi dan toc Mndng hay ngudi Bunong & tinh Mondolkiri. Nguoi
Khmer d6i khi con goi ngudi ving cao 1a “Samre”. Ca “Phnong” va “Samre” déu 1a nhiing tir
miét thi (Anonymous, 2004; Baird, 2008, tr. 69, 70).

1.5. Vé dic diém nhén dién

Trong lich str, ca nam va nit ngudi Brau déu dé téc dai va bude dudi ngua, mai ring cira,
xdm mit va tran ¢ tudi ddy thi, ddng thoi tao nhitng 16 16n trén dai tai dé nhét “nit” nga voi.
Pan ong dong khd, mang né va dao 16n, trong khi phu nit deo nhiéu 16p vong cd, quan vai
quanh ngudi va thudng dé nguc tran. Ca phu nit va nam gidi c6 tap quan hut thude 14 soi bang
tau. Sau khi Lao va Campuchia gianh duoc doc 1ap tir nguoi Phap, chinh quyén cac nudc déu
khuyén khich nam gidi cat toc ngin, thay d6i ngoai hinh dé phu hop véi sb dong. D6 1a
nguyén nhan khong con dan ong Brau dé toc dai, mic du van c6 thé tim thiy mot sé ong gia,
phu nir véi khuén mat déy hinh xam, ham ring dugc mai va dai tai c6 16 16m, di san cta nhitng
dau an vin hoa khi ho con tré (Baird, 2008, tr. 10 - 11).

1.6. Vé ngon ngir

Nhirng ngudi ngay nay tw nhan minh 1a “Brao” thuong duoc cac nha ngoén ngir hoc, dan
toc hoc coi 1a noi nhiéu phuong ngir khac nhau ciia “Brao”, trong d6 c6 ngdn ngit Nam A
thudc nhanh Tay Bahnaric ciia ngir h¢ Mon - Khmer.
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Anh 1: Nam, nir ngudi Brau thoi ky diu thudc dia

Nguén: Anh 5.3. Hinh anh ngudi Kha ¢ tinh Attapeu duge cic nha tham hiém Phap thoi ky
dAu thudc dia ghi lai (Baird, 2008, tr. 484).

1.7. Vé t6 chivc khéng gian sinh séng

Ngudi Brau ¢ Lao, Campuchia to chirc cudc song ciia minh theo don vi lang (shrook).
Céc lang déu c6 ranh gidi, c¢6 tir mot dén vai cong lang. Lang cta ho bao gdm dit san xuat,
nhimg ngdi nha trong lang ctia ngudi dan (hnam shrook), ngdi nha chung cua cong dong &
trung tam (rang), va cac vua lta (nook) - thuong nim & cac khu vuc nuong riy bén ngoai
khuén vién lang. Trong lich st, cac lang Brau déu duoc t6 chirc theo vong tron dong tim, cac
ngdi nha duoc sip xép kiéu cac banh xe xung quanh mot ngdi nha chung ¢ trung tam. Ngoai
ngdi nha cong dong nay con c6 nhitng ngdi nha thd chung cia cac dong ho (gran). Chang
han, lang Phon Sa-at (Lao) chia thanh 8 nhom theo dong ho, c6 nhom véi hang chuc ho gia
dinh, nhung c¢6 mot nhém chi gdbm 2 ho gia dinh. Theo d6, 7 nhém cé nha tho ho va 1 nhom
khong c6. Cac nha thd ho chi danh cho nhitng ngudi thude vé tirmg nhom, cting the chung mot
ong t0. Cho dén nay, lang Phon Sa-at 1a mot trong sé it cac lang giit duwgc mo hinh truyén
théng nay. Nhiéu lang Brau ¢ ca hai nudc Lao va Campuchia van t6 chirc nhitng nghi 18 theo
nhém, ngay ca khi ho khong c6 nha tho ho (Baird, 2008, tr. 111, 119).

Hién nay, nhiéu lang nguoi Brau duoc to chirc thanh hang dai, gdm nhitng ngdi nha
nam & hai bén duong, nhung van con mét sd lang hinh tron. Ngudi Brau cho rang, lang hinh
tron gitip ting cudng su doan két cong dong, thuc ddy su tham gia ciia cac gia dinh vao hoat
dong chung, va quan trong ddi v6i an ninh, phong thi ctia lang. Theo nhiéu truong ldo ngudi
Bréu thi khi c¢6 xung dot, nhiing lang hinh tron déc biét c6 loi thé vé phong thu trudce cac cude
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tan cong cua lang 1an can, nhimg ké cudp boc nd 18 hay cua thu dit trong rumg (hd, bio, gau).
Céc lang Brau thudng dugc xdy dung & trung tim ving bui rAm khong thé xuyén thing, c6
kha ning phong thua rat tot. Ngoai ra, nhitng ngéi lang hinh tron con giup cho cac con dudng
tir nha dén rdy khong cit nhau. V&i mot ngdi lang dai, moi nguoi thudng xuyén di qua cira
nha ciia nhau, giy ra nhitng diéu cAm ky khi di san.

Ngoai viée t6 chire cac lang theo vong tron dong tim va theo hang dai, cac lang doi khi
duogc t6 chire theo cach khac ma ngudi Brau goi 1a “shrook thalana”. Nhitng ngbi lang d6 co
phan hoi tron, nhung khong duoc sip xép theo cing mot cach. C6 thé c6 mot con dudng di
qua gilta nhiing ngoi lang nay va & Campuchia thi lang Khuan va Phak Nam la nhiing vi du
dién hinh vé kiéu lang d6. Ngoai ra, mot hinh dang ngdi lang khac duoc goi 1a “shrook pra
troong”. Thuat ngir ndy dé cap dén nhitng ngdi lang thudn dai, trong d6 nhitng ngdi nha nim
& hai bén duong 1a mot kiéu loai. Lang Teun va Kambak ¢ Campuchia 13 nhiing vi du dién
hinh (Baird, 2008, tr. 111-116).

Thoi gian song trong lang clia cac nhom Brau ciing khac nhau. Cuy thé, ngudi Brau &
phia nam song Sesan, bao gdm ca nguoi Kreung va ngudi Brau Tanap, thuong khong dé lang
cua ho bi bo tréng trong thoi gian dai. Ho tham chi con c6 mdt diéu cAm ky dac biét 1a khong
dugc roi khoi lang ctia minh trong hon mét vai ngay. Tuy nhién, ddi voi ngudi Brau ¢ phia
bac song Sesan, cac lang thuong chi ¢6 ngudi ¢ trong mot hodc hai thang trong mdi nam, tir
khoang thang 12 dén thang 2, khi két thic mua vy nong nghiép. Sau khi & lang vai thang, cac
gia dinh lai tr& vé nuong rdy. Nguyén nhan ngudi Brau ¢ phia bac song Sesan ¢ lang trong
thoi gian ngén hon do chat luong dat ciia ho xau so véi mién nam. Vi du, nguoi Brau phia
nam thuc hién du canh du cu trén dat do phu sa c6 thé kéo dai dugc bay nam lién tiép, trong
khi trén manh dat phia béc song Sésan, viéc canh tac chi dugc mdt nam hodc nhiéu nhéat 1a hai
nim. Do sdng du canh, du cu nén ngudi Brau thuong quan tdm dén rimg, voi lang mac ho lai
it danh sy chu y, ho bo lang di néu xay ra nhiing bién cd, va toan by dan lang cung di doi
(Baird, 2008, tr. 110).

1.8. Vé kinh té

Trong lich str, ngudi Brau hau nhu déu 1a nhitng ngudi du canh du cu. Trong trot ciia
ngudi Brau thuong bat dau bang viée xac dinh dién tich rimg dé 1am rdy. Khi chon dugc khu
vuc thich hop, ca nam va nit déu chit bo nhimng bui cay thip. Budc tiép theo, vao thang 2
hodc thang 3, chu yéu 1a nam gidi chit cay 16n hay nhimng bui tre 16n ¢ khu vuc lam riy. Sau
mot thoi gian (dén cudi thang 3 hodc thang 4), cdy chat di kho thi dét riy. Bt xong, ngudi ta
don dep nhimng chd chay chua hét. Gb va cti dugc chat thanh déng & nhimg noi khac nhau va
dbt tiép roi rai tro khap rdy. Khi riy da dugc chuan bi xong vao thang 4 hoic thang 5 va mua
xubng thi qué trinh trong trot bat dau. Lua riy 1a cdy trdng chil yéu & ving cao. Tuy nhién
hién nay nhiéu nguoi, nhiéu ving di chuyén sang trong laa nudc, vira 14 loai hinh nong
nghiép chinh, vira dé giam du canh du cu.
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1.9. Vé doi séng vin héa, xi héi, tin nguwéng

Ngudi Brau chua bao gior sbng biét 1ap. Tir 1au ho da séng lién ké va tiép xtic véi mot sb
nhém dan toc khac, bao gdbm nguoi Khmer, Lao, Tampuon, Triang (Talieng), Jru Dak (Sou),
Keuyawng (Koyong), Xo Ding va Gia Rai. Nhitng mdi quan hé nay rat quan trong di véi
viéc hinh thanh béan sic Brau. Ho c6 nhiéu dic diém van hoa chung véi cac dan tdc néu trén.

Moi quan hé x3 hdi ciia ngudi Brau voi cac toc ngudi khac khong binh dang. Trong lich
sir tir dau thé ky XIX dén dau thé ky XX, ngudi Brau d3 trd thanh d6i tuong sin ling, bi bét
1am nd 1é cho nguoi Xiém, Lao, Gia Rai, Xo Ding,... Ngudi gia Brau ¢ Taveng van ké nhitng
cau chuyén vé sy hung hin ciia nguoi Gia Rai trong viée tin cong, bat ho 1am né 1¢. Dé phong
thu, toan bd cay cdi xung quanh lang Brau déu bi dén ha dd rap xuéng, nhung van con dinh
v6i gdc cay. Sau do, ho tao ra mot loat duong ham xuyén qua nhiing than cay d6 dé c6 thé
trén thoat khoi nhitng ké truy dudi bang cach chay qua mé cung bui ram, vi nhiing ké truy
dudi khong biét duong dé theo ho ra ngoai. Mot s6 no 18 bi bat duoc st dung dé céng nap, va
khi c6 quéa nhiéu s& bi ban hodc d6i liy nhimg moén dd c6 gia tri nhu cong chiéng,... Cac dia
diém nhu Attapeu, Siem Pang va Stung Treng déu la nhiing trung tim budn ban n 1¢ dé dua
té1 Bangkok, Phnom Penh va tham chi té1 Myanmar. Bén canh dé, ngudi Brau chiu dinh kién
1a dan toc thip kém, nghéo khd, tir cac toc nguoi da sé nhu Lao, Khmer. Chinh vi vay, &
Campuchia hién nay, vin hoa va ngon ngit Khmer dang tré nén cé y nghia ddi véi thé hé tré &
mot sd ving Bréau (Ironside and Baird, 2003, tr. 23-24; Baird, 2008, tr. 97, 148-150).

V& tin ngudng, mdi quan hé dic biét gitta ngudi Brau véi thién nhién va cac linh hon 1a
hai yéu t6 quan trong gan két ho trong mét thé gii chung ctia ngudi viing cao, hoan toan khac
v6i nguoi Khmer, Lao ¢ ving thap. Nguoi Bréau ¢ Lao va Campuchia phan 16n theo thuyét vat
linh, tin vao nhiéu loai linh hon khac nhau, bao gém linh hon t6 tién, linh hén nha. Nhing linh
hén ndy tra ngu & nhiéu noi trong ty nhién, nhu rimg, cay, tang d4 16n, thac ghénh 16n, thac
nudc va nhitg canh quan, dia diém thién nhién noi bat hodc khac thudng. Do d6, cac linh hon
rit quan trong trong viéc tao dung vi tri cia ngudi Brau. Cac linh hdn lai thuong xuyén doi
hoi phéi dugc ciing té. Vi vay, dé xoa diu linh hdn, cac nghi 18 thuong xuyén dién ra va cé su
khéc biét dang ké vé cach thuc hanh gitta cdc nhom nhd, tham chi gilra cac cong déng Brau
dugc coi 1a gidng nhau. Nhitng nghi 18 nay thudng doi hoi phai hién té cac vat nudi, chu yéu
13 ga, lon va trau, nhung d6i khi cling c6 bo, dé va vit. Con vat bi hién té cang 16n thi linh hon
lién quan dén mot can bénh hodc bt hanh cu thé nao d6 sé cang co6 co hdi dugc xoa diu. Trau
hién té duoc coi 1a loai 18 vat quan trong va cudc hién té nay la 16n nhét cia hau hét nguoi
Brau va cac nhom vung cao lan cén khac. Mot s6 nhom ngudi Jree lai cho rang ho khong co
truyén thong hién té trau; thay vao do, ho coi hién té lon 13 nghi thtrc 16n nhét. Trude day, mot
s6 nhom ngudi Brau ¢ ving nti khong nudi trdu do mai truong khéng phu hop. Thay vao do,
ho dbi 1y trau khi can (Baird, 2008, tr. 81, 87).
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1.10. Anh hwéng ciia cuc chién tranh Péng Duwong

Do nidm trong khu vuc cta cudc chién tranh Péng Dwong nén ngudi Brau bi thiét hai
ning né. Nhiéu nguoi Brau & Lao, Campuchia da tng ho Viét Nam trong cudc khang chién
chéng Phap va chéng My ciru nuée. Khi chién tranh bién gioi Tdy Nam do Khmer Do gay ra,
nhitng nguodi Brau duge cho 1a than Viét Nam da trd thanh muc tiéu ctia cac cudc thanh trirng
va hanh quyét cia Khmer Po. Nhém Brau déu tién chay trén sang Viét Nam tir tinh
Ratanakiri 1a ngudi Brau Umba cua ban Bong thudc xa Trabok, huyén Veun Say, nay thudc
xd Taveng Leu, huyén Taveng. Téng cong dd c6 hon 5.000 ngudi Brau Campuchia tron sang
Viét Nam va Lao vao nam 1975. O Viét Nam, c6 7 lang Brau chay sang cu tru. Hau hét ho &
lai Lao va Viét Nam cho dén nam 1983 méi roi vé Campuchia (Ironside and Baird, 2003, tr.
28; Baird, 2008, tr. 189, 238).

1.11. M{t sé bién déi sau nim 1975
1.11.1. Nong nghiép

Du canh du cu trong lich st 1a hinh thirc nong nghiép chinh ctia ngudi Brau va cac
nhém ving cao khac & Lao va Campuchia. Ké tir nim 1975, chinh pha cic nudc da ban hanh
cac chinh sach giam manh hodc x6a bo tinh trang du canh du cu. Cu thé, tir nim 1975 dén
1976, Chinh phii Lao da c6 chinh sach tai dinh cu quy mé 16n ddi v6i ngudi Brau dén ving
dat thap. Khoang 11.000 ngudi ¢ phia dong tinh Attapeu dugce tai dinh cu & ving déng bang
(thudc huyén Sanamxay va Xaysettha) va hau hét 1a ngudi Brau & huyén Phou Vong ngiy
nay. Ly do Chinh phu dua ra cho nhitng dot di doi nay 1a dé phat trién dat laa nudc ving thap
thay cho du canh du cu va khuyén khich ngudi dan tham gia xay dung dat nudc Lao méi
thanh 1ap. C&c hop tac xa duoc xay dung & Boung Vay (huyén Xaysettha), & phia dong song
Sekong thudc huyén Samakhixay,... Tuy nhién, ttr nam 1984 - 1985, khoang 5.000 nguoi da
tu y trd vé lang cii & Phou Vong.

Sau nam 1986, Chinh phu Lao tién hanh cai cach kinh té, x6a bo kinh té tap thé trong
ndng nghiép va cho phép kinh té hang hda phat trién. Sau nam 1990, mot s6 luong 16n cac to
chtic phét trién qudc té bat dau dén Lao. C khoang 45 t6 chirc qubc té va it nhat 63 to chirc
phi chinh phu quéc t&¢ (NGO) dang hoat dong tai Lao, trong d6 12 t6 chic dang 1am viéc &
tinh Attapeu va 7 t6 chic ¢ huyén Phou Vong - huyén duy nhat & Lao c6 dan sb chua yéu la
nguoi Brau.

O Campuchia, Khmer D6 bat dau thuc diy nong nghiép lta nudc dinh canh dinh cu ¢
phia dong bic. Trén thyc té, nhidu nguoi dan ving cao di dugce huéng dan mé rong ruong lia
va xay dung cac dy an thuy loi tr nam 1971 va 1972, nhung vao ndm 1973, Khmer Do tro
nén kién quyét hon trong viéc di chuyén ngudi Brau dén nhing noi duoc cho 1a thich hop dé
phat trién laa & ving ddng bang. Hau hét nguoi dan da phai tir bo nwong ray dé tap trung vao
trong lta nudc ¢ ving thip. Pén nim 1974 - 1975, hop tac x4 ndng nghiép bit dau duoc
thanh 1dp, khodng 7.000ha lta nudc dugc canh tic & Ratanakiri. Nhitng nam 1980, mot )
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ngudi dan ving cao tiép tuc canh tac lta nudc & ving dat thip, nhung hau hét da quay tré lai
lam néng nghiép nwong ray, tir bé rudng nude. Pén giira nhitng ndm 1990, tinh hinh an ninh
duoc cai thién ¢ phia déng biac Campuchia da cho phép ngudi Brau séng doc theo séng Sesan
bt dau quay tré lai cac manh nuwong riy ciia ho & phia bic. Nhung sau d6, do lo ngai mbi de
doa tir Khmer Do, Chinh phu Campuchia da khuyén nguoi dan khéng nén di chuyén vé phia
béc va sir dung vién trg nudc ngoai xay dung trudng hoc, cung cip trdu, may xay lua, thanh
1ap Vuon qudc gia Virachey vao nam 1993 dé giit ho & lai dong bang (Baird, 2008, tr. 217-
218, 255, 325).

1.11.2. Tin nguong

Sau nam 1975, Chinh phu Lao ¢6 chinh sach han ché nguoi Brau thuc hién cac nghi 18
vét linh, hién té. O Campuchia, Khmer B¢ tang cuong 1énh cAm thuc hanh ton gido ¢ vung
cao, bao gém tich thu trau, bo, voi, céng chiéng va ché dung rugu. Chiéng dugc dung dé lam
dan, cAm nguoi dan so hitu tai san vat chat va uéng rugu can vi bi coi 13 lang phi. Khmer D6
mudn Khmer héa ngudi dan, cAm ho mic trang phuc truyén thdng, deo d6 trang sirc sic sd;
bac bo nhimng diéu cdm ky cua ngudi ving cao, bat ho di vao nhimg khu rimg cim va in
nhing thuc pham ma trude ddy bi cAm doan (Baird, 2008, tr. 236-237, 241, 263).

Sau khi ong Heng Samrin dugc bau lam Tong Bi thu Ban Chép hanh Trung uong Péng
Nhan dan Cach mang Campuchia tai Dai héi Pang khoa IV va V (thang 12/1981- thang
10/1985), & vung Brau, nguoi dan khong con bi cAm ndi ngdn ngir cta ho hodc thuc hién cac
nghi 1& vat linh, ho duoc phép sdng theo 16i song truyén thong, bao gdm ci viéc 1am néng
nghiép du canh. Chinh phil quan tim dén viéc giit gin hanh phuc cho nguoi dan va yéu cau ho
khong gia nhap Khmer D6. Tuy nhién, trong mot s6 truong hop, cac nghi 1 vat linh di bi bo
roi hodc giam tam quan trong va tan suét thuc hanh.

Nam 1990, Campuchia théng qua hién phap méi cho phép tu do t6n gido, do d6 mo ra
co hoi cho cac nha truyén gido nudc ngoai ty do truyén dao. Theo d6, mét sd ving Brau &
Campuchia di cai dao theo Tin lanh. Hon 200 ngudi Brau (lac cao diém tir 500 - 1.000 ngudi)
chu yéu 13 gi6i tré, ngudi c6 hoan canh kho khan, dm dau, bénh tat..., dd theo dao Tin lanh &
tinh Ratanakiri, chiém khoang 1% dan s6 Brau ¢ phia dong bic Campuchia. Tir d6, xung dot
trong ndi bo cong dong Brau co nguoi theo va khong theo Tin lanh da dién ra. Nhitng ngudi
Bréu theo tin ngudng truyén théng da dudi nhitng ngudi theo dao ra séng & ria lang, khong
cho nhitng nguoi truyén dao vao lang, cAm nhan vién cua céc to chic gido duc phi chinh phu
lo1 dung vi¢c day chir dé truyén dao.

O Lao, mot sd ngudi dan ving cao di cai dao sang Cong gido tir thoi Phap thude. TH
chure lang van giit nguyén theo mé hinh vong tron ctia ngudi Brau, nhung nha rong cii d mét
di, thay vao d6, nha thd Cong gido nam & trung tdm ngdi lang, tiép quan khong gian thiéng
liéng va quyén luc vé mit nghi 18. Trong lang, nhitng ngudi theo dao c6 xu hudng sbéng tap
trung vé mot phia ciia lang (Baird, 2009). Hién nay, qua diéu tra & lang Dak Mé, nhiing ngudi
Brau Lao dang song tai ddy cho biét, nhiéu nguoi Brau bén Lao di cai dao theo Phat gido.
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1.11.3. T6 chirc lai mé hinh lang ban

T nam 2002, viéc hop nhat cac lang di gia ting & mién Nam Lao, trong d6 ¢6 ving
ngudi Brau. Nam 2004, Chinh phii Lao ban hanh quy dinh: cac thon & vang thap khong dugc
it hon 500 ngudi va cac thon ving cao khong duge dudi 200 ngudi. Diéu niy co tic dong
manh mé& dén cic cong dong Brau trén khip nudc Lao (Baird & Shoemaker, 2005; 2007). Dbi
v6i nguodi Brau, lang cia ho trude day thuong dudi 200 nguoi, nhung ngay nay da dong hon
nhiéu. Nhitng nguoi tir cac lang va dan toc khac nhau duge dua vao cing mot khong gian tai
dinh cu. Sy thay d6i khong gian nay dan dén tiép bién vin hoa va lam mat di viéc sir dung cac
ngdn ngit thiéu sd, gop phan vao sy dong héa ngudi Brau va 1am suy giam vin hoa truyén
thdng, ddc biét trong truong hop ho bi phin bd vao cac lang cua dan toc Lao.

Cung voi viée di doi vé dong bang, to chiic lai quy mé lang ban, chuyén mé hinh san
xuét sang trong laa nude, Chinh phu con trién khai xdy dung cac gia dinh vin hoa, lang van
héa. Diéu kién dau tién dé trd thanh “Gia dinh van hoa” 1a phai c6 nha riéng, tir ban kién cd
trg 18n (tir bo cach 1am nha truyén théng nhu khi séng trén nui); cac thanh vién trong gia dinh
phai co nghé nghiép on dinh; gia dinh phai séng trong sach, khong tin vao mé tin di doan,...
Tuong ty, dinh danh cho “Lang van hoéa” 1a lang phai bao ton va phat huy di san van hoa,
truyén thng tét dep ctia dan toc, cia dia phuong. O trong lang, niém tin vao thuyét vat linh
phai bi loai bo. Chinh vi vdy, vin hoa truyén théng ctia ngudi Brau suy giam nhanh chéng
(Baird, 2008, tr. 274, 291-294).

Viéc xay dung Qudc 10 18B xuyén ving nii xa x6i vé phia déng tdi Kon Tum (Viét
Nam) ciing 12 mét trong nhiing nguyén nhan lam thay d6i khong gian quan trong & ngudi
Bréu, dic biét 1a Brau Ka-nying & huyén Xaysettha va Phou Vong. Thir nhat, kha ning tiép
can Xaysettha va phia bac huyén Phou Vong t6i thii phi tinh va tham chi ca Pakse va Viéng
Chin da tang 1én rat nhiéu. Thir hai, viéc x4y dung con duong da duoc 16ng ghép vao ké
hoach tai dinh cu ndi bg cuia Chinh phu Lao va do d6 da c6 nhiing nd luc di Chuyén cac thon
Bréau ra canh con duong. Mot trong nhitng muc dich chinh ciia con duong nay 1a phét trién
“Hanh lang kinh t& DPong Tay” nbi Thai Lan véi cic cang nudc siu & Da Nang, Dung Quét va
Quy Nhon & mién Trung Viét Nam qua Nam Lao. Vao thang 7 nim 2004, giai doan 2 xdy
dung Qudc 16 18B tir km 37 dén km 113 tinh Attapeu dén xa Py Y, bién gi6i v6i Viét Nam
khoi cong va dd hoan thanh, giao théng tré nén thuan loi. Tuy nhién, tuyén duong ciing tao
diéu kién cho viéc khai thic sau d6 tan pha nghiém trong nhiing khu rimg gia ¢ thu cua
nguoi Brau (Anonymous, 2000; Baird, 2008, tr. 300-301, 308).

2. Mt s6 van dé vé nguoi Brau ¢ Viét Nam
2.1. Vé nguon géc lich sir

Hi¢n nay, van dé nguén géc lich str cua nguoi Brau ¢ Vi¢t Nam chua dugc nghién ctiu
rd rang. Cubn "Cadc dan téc it nguoi ¢ Viét Nam (Cac tinh phia Nam)" (Vién Dan tdc hoc,
2014, tr. 382) va cudn “Lich sit truyén thong ddu tranh cich mang ciia Pang bé va nhdn dan
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xd Po Y (1930-2020), Tap I (Ban Chip hanh Pang bd xi Py Y, 2023, tr. 23-24) cho biét:
Ngudi Brau Viét Nam c6 ngudn gbc tir ving O Tum Nam Lao. Ho séng bén canh céc con
song X¢é Ca Mang va Nam Khoong (Mé& Kong). Tac gia Bui Ngoc Quang (2017, tr. 1144) cho
rang: “TH tién ciia nguodi Brau cu tri ¢ ving Nam Lao va Pong Bic Campuchia, dai bd phan
hién nay van cu tri bén luu vuc song Sekaman (Sé San), Nam Khoong (Mé Kéng)”.

Nhu vay, ca ba tai li€u néu trén déu dé cap to1 vung dét xua kia nguoi Brau Viét Nam
sinh séng canh cac con song nhung khong néu rd dia danh cu thé thudc don vi hanh chinh nao
ngdy nay. Trong thuc té, con song thir nhit tén goi Xé Ca Mang 1a tén phién am tiéng Viét
cua song Xekaman. Con vi¢c phién am té€n goi song Sésan la chua chinh x4c bdi Xekaman
River (Lao) va Sesan River (Campuchia) 14 hai con séng khic nhau, nim & hai nuéc khac
nhau. Con song th hai, ba tai liéu trén dong nhat Nam Khoong 1a song Mé Kong. Tra trén
ban d6 vé tinh phan bd cdc nhom tdc ngudi Brau cua Baird (2008, tr. 75, 77) cho thiy,
Xekaman River nam gan Xexou River va Namkong River chir khong gan song Mé Kong va
day 1a viung dat ctia nguoi Ka-nying. Do d6, trude khi di cu sang Viét Nam, ngudi Brau lang
Pik Mé song ¢ ving dat gan cac song néu trén, tap trung & luu vuc song Xekaman thudc
huyén Sanxay, tinh Attapeu, cach ctra khdu Ngoc Hoi, Kom Tum khoang 100km.

2.2. Vé thoi gian di cw sang Viét Nam va dia ban cw trit

Cudn sach d3 néu ctia Vién Dén tdc hoc (2014, tr. 382) cho réng thoi gian nguoi Brau tu
Lao di cu sang Viét Nam dén thoi diém nam 1978 duge khoang 4-5 thé hé. Ban thao cubn
sach ciia Pang BO xi Py Y (2023, tr. 24-25) va bai viét caa Bui Ngoc Quang (2017, tr. 1144,
1146-1147) cho biét, trong qua trinh chuyén cu tir Lao dén Viét Nam, nguoi Brau da trai qua
5 ching duong véi 5 lan lap lang & cac dia ban khac nhau ciia ba nudc Lao, Campuchia va
Vi¢t Nam, hién nay dang dinh cu tai lang Pik Mé, xa PO Y, huyén Ngoc Hdi, tinh Kon Tum.
Ho di cu sang Viét Nam dugc khoang 150-160 nam, twong tng voi 6-7 thé hé. Tai liéu “Béo
céo tinh hinh bién gi¢i Viét - Lao - Mién pham vi lanh thd bién gioi tinh Kon Tum”, ngay
19/01/1969 ctia Tinh iy Kon Tum® dé cap dén 3 lang chuyén cu tir Lao sang Viét Nam vao
thoi ky khang chién chéng Phap, trong d6 c6 mot lang Brau. Tuy nhién, hién nay van chua
biét cu thé thoi diém nguoi Brau di cu dén Viét Nam.

2.3. Vé cic phin nhom Briu ¢ Viét Nam

Theo tu liéu ctia Tinh Gy Kon Tum ndm 1969 néu trén thi lang Dak Mé ctia ngudi Brau di
cu sang Viét Nam vao thoi ky khang chién chdng Phap va theo cach mang chdng lai thyc dan
Phap. Ban dau lang chi c6 vai chuc nguoi, dudi sy 1anh dao cua hai tha Iinh, cling 1a hai anh
em tén 12 Thao A Yoong va Thao Té. Trén quing duong di chuyén qua ving Pong Bic
Campuchia, mot s nguoi Brau Campuchia nhip vao doan. Nhu vay, c6 kha ning ngudi Brau
Vi¢t Nam hién nay khong thuan nhét, do dai bo phén di cu tr Lao sang nhung trén duong di
chuyén qua Campuchia c6 mot s6 nguoi nhap theo. Bén canh do, trong thoi ky chong M ctru

5 Ky hiéu vin ban: T8 Chién Thing, s6 69/VP.
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nudc, chién tranh bién gidi phia Tay Nam do Khmer D6 gay ra va thong qua cac moi quan hé
hoén nhan..., mgt s6 nguodi Brau thudc cdc nhom khac nhau da dén Viét Nam sinh song. Tuy
nhién, dén nay chua c6 diéu tra nghién ctru v€ van dé nay.

Viéc niam 6 cac nhom dia phuong cua ngudi Brau ¢ Viét Nam vo cung quan trong
trong cong tac nghién ctru va bao ton vin hoa toc nguodi. Cac nhém Brau khac nhau s& c6
nhiing phong tuc, tap quan khac nhau 15 rét. Bén canh d6, can xéac dinh ddc tring van héa ciia
nhém Ka-nying trén cac phuong dién t6 chuc lang ban, vin hoa vat cht, van hoa tinh than va
phan biét v6i cac nhom Brau khac nhu thé ndo. Diéu nay rat quan trong vi d6 1a can ctr dé bao
t6n vian hoa ngudi Brau hién nay.

2.4. Vé dic diém nhin dang

Trong cudn "Cac dan téc ¢ Viét Nam", Tap 3, Nhém ngdn ngit Mén - Kho-me (2017),
dic diém nhan dang ngudi Brau khong duoc dé cap. Piéu nay c6 1& do ho di cu sang Viét
Nam d& hon 100 nim, lai khong c6 chir viét dé luu giir. Cac trang phuc ngay nay ciia ngudi
Brau thuong vay muon Céc toc ngudi séng bén canh nhu Lao, Xo Piang (nhém Ca dong, Ha
lang),... Trén thyuc té diéu tra, xua kia nguoi Brau khong ¢ nghé dét. Theo tu liéu dién da cta
tac gia bai viét, trudc nam 1990 khi con & trong rimg, ngudi Brau van mic quan 4o 1am tir vo
ciy rimg. Dan ba mic vay ¢ tran, dan 6ng chi dong khé. Thoi xa xua, ca nam va nit nguoi
Brau dé toc dai, budc dudi ngua. Pic biét, moi truong séng ¢ trong rimg rat 4m udt nén ngudi
Brau rat gioi di bang ca kheo. Mdi khi c6 mua 16n, ho di chuyén tir nha riéng dén nha réng va
qua cac nha khac bang ca kheo rat diéu luyén. Tuy nhién, trong qua trinh hoi nhap, nguoi
Brau da mic quan 4o va dé toéc nhu ngudi Kinh, con bd quan 4o truyén thong hién nay giéng
v6i trang phuc cua nguoi Xo Dang.

- Ve dan so

Khi di cu sang Viét Nam, nguoi Brau chi c6 vai chyuc nguoi, trc mgt nhom gia dinh, ho
hang, khong phai 1a mét lang cia ngudi Brau bi mai mot vé dan sb hay ban sic van héa nén
chinh quyén cin bao ton ding cach, khong nén voi va cho rang toc ngudi ndy suy giam dan sb
va 0 at dau tu khi chua c6 sy nghién ctru k¥ ludng. Trén thuc té, tir nam 1992 dén nay, nguoi
Brau va Ro Mam dugc Nha nudce dau tu rat nhiéu vi lo s¢ ho “tuyét chiing”. Nhiéu chinh sach,
cac co quan ban nganh chu y dén toc ngudi nay, vo hinh trung gy nén sy bat binh dang véi cac
dan toc khac. Hién nay, dan s6 nguoi Brau 1a 558 ngudi va co toe do phat trién dan sé binh
thudong. Tuy nhién, van dé dit ra & chd, mot s dan toc song xen cai cung ngudi Brau ¢ Dak Mé
nhu Mudng, Théi, Nung, Kinh. .., c6 chii dich thong qua hén nhan dé duge huong nhing tro
cap va chinh sach wu dai xa hoi. Cac ho gia dinh Brau gdc con lai khong nhiéu.

- Vé kinh té

Ciing giébng nhu nguoi Brau ¢ Lao va Campuchia, hién nay nguoi Brau ¢ Viét Nam da
duoc chinh quyén dia phuong chuyén vé ving thp dé sinh séng. Nhiing bién doi vé moi
truong séng va mo hinh kinh t& méi khién ho gap rat nhidu kho khan, bai ho 1a mot toc nguoi
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quen cu tri & vung nti. Mac du Nha nude da dau tu rt nhiéu co s& ha tﬁng, tro cép nhiéu tién
va hién vat, nhung duong nhu ngudi Brau chua thich tmg duge khong gian song & day. Bang
chimg 12 nhidu gia dinh ban dit san xuat, ban nha cho ngudi Kinh, Muong, Thai. .., dé lui sdu
vao rimg lam nuong rdy, san bét, hai lugm. Mot b phan gidi tré hoc theo cach sdng huong
thu, ngai lao dong, s khac bi 16i kéo vao té nan xi hoi, budn ban chat cAm phai vao ti. Mot
s6 nam gi¢i ham ubng ruou, luoi lao dong. Nén kinh té hang héa doi hoi ngudi Brau phai c¢6
tién dé trang trai cudc song, trong khi ho khong gidi san xuat hang hoéa. Chuyén cu xubng
vung thap khong chi khién ho mat di noi ma ho thudc vé ma con mét di rat nhiéu ban sic vin
hoa gan v6i nui rimg. Do d6, can nghién ciru danh gia mo hinh tai dinh cu cua nguoi Brau ¢
DPik Mé ngay nay.

- Vé van héa, xd hji

Bién d6i vé lang ban, nha ctra 12 van dé can cht ¥ & nguoi Brau. Trong cac cudn sach
ctia Vién Dan toc hoc vao cac nam 1978 (tai ban 2014) va 2017 (dd dan), phan viét vé dan toc
Brau khong thidy miéu ta nha ctra khi ho sdng trong rumg. Trén thuc té, nguoi Brau ¢ Viét
Nam ¢6 thé ¢6 nhiéu nhom va mdi nhém c¢6 mot loai hinh nha dién hinh khéac nhau, ngay ca
khi ho & chung mét lang. Tiéc rang, ngdi lang truyén théng cia ho bi chay vao nim 1991.
Pay ciing 1a ddu mdc dé nguoi Brau tai dinh cu tai lang Pk Mé. Hién nay, ngdi nha cong
ddng cua ngudi Brau do Nha nudc xay dung duoc mot sb gia lang nhan xét 1a khong gidng
v6i nha rong truyén théng cta ho, ¢ ti ba nha rong (mot nha réng me va hai nha réng con
hai bén). Bén canh do, can nghién ctru nha cua cua nguoi Brau, chi ra dac diém cua ngoi nha
truyén thong va mdi quan hé giita con ngudi véi ngdi nha ho dang sinh song.

Ngoai ra, van dé bao ton cac nhac cu, bai hat dan ca, 18 hoi..., cua nguoi Brau cling
dugc dat ra mot cach cap thiét. Nhu trén da trinh bay, trong khi bd phan nguoi Brau ¢ Lao va
Campuchia bi tdc dong tur nhiéu chinh sach cua thuc dan Phap va Khmer Do, lam mat di
nhiéu gia tri van hoa vat chat va tinh than, thi nguoi Brau ¢ Viét Nam khong qua bi anh
huong boi cac yéu to nay. Tuy nhién, hién nay khong chi chiéng Tha, ma cac loai cong,
chiéng khac ciia nguoi Brau di bi ban sang Campuchia va Lao. S lugng con lai & Viét Nam
rat it va chét lugng thap, trong d6 bao gdm ca nhiing bo chiéng Tha - bd chiéng quy gia nhat,
chi c6 ¢ nguoi Brau.

- Vé tin ngueong

Nguoi Brau theo tin ngudng vét linh, thd cac vi than thién nhién nhu: than Troi (A Rik
Kre)8, than Nudc (A Rik Dak), than Ndi (A Rik V6i), thin Déo (P6i), thin Dat (Pibre), than
Mua (Kre Mur), thin Gio (Ka juu)..., va cac loai ma nhu ma bén nuéc, ma hon da, ma rimg,
ma ngodi dudng, ma nghia dia, ma cac do vat,... Tuy nhién, hién nay, phan 16n nguoi Brau da
chuyén sang 1am rudng nuée. Do d6, cac nghi 1& nong nghiép da bi mai mot, nhu 18 cliing than
Lua, than Rung, than Kho thdc,... Bén canh do, d6 thi hoa va hoi nhép da khién céc ton giao

A Rac Kre theo cach goi cta nguoi Kinh 1a than Pa Xay.
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(Cong gi4o, Tin lanh, Phat gido) dang dan len 16i vao cong dong Brau Viét Nam thong qua
con duong hon nhan, quan hé ho hang ¢ Lao, Campuchia, viéc di lam thué va do cu tra xen
cai (anh hudng tin ngudng thd cung t6 tién tir ngudi Kinh),... Nhitng bién ddi trén rat can
dugc nghién cuu.

- Vé méi quan hé toc nguwoi trong nuede va xuyén bién giGi

Ngudi Brau ¢ Viét Nam 1a mot phan trong téng thé ngudi Brau & Pong Duong. Trong
qua trinh sinh séng, ho thudng xuyén di lai budn ban, tham than, ciing thuc hanh cac nghi 18
vat linh, tham gia cac 18 hoi & Lao va Campuchia. Trong nudc, ngudi Brau c¢6 mbi quan hé
véi cac toc nguoi Muong, Thai, Xo Pang, Gia Rai,... Nhiing mbi quan h¢ trén day van chua
dugc nghién ctru.

Két luin

Brau 14 toc nguoi song ¢ vung rimg nidi bién gidi cua ba nudc Lao, Campuchia va Viét
Nam. Ngudi Brau ¢ Viét Nam 1a mot bd phan cua nguoi Brau ¢ Pong Duong, cudc séng cia
ho c6 nhiéu bién dong trong lich str. Ho mé1 di cu sang Viét Nam cach day chua lau va hién
van duy tri mbi quan h¢ khang khit voi déng toc & Lao va Campuchia. Chinh vi vy, dé co su
hiéu biét day du vé tdc ngudi ndy, viéc nghién ciru ngudi Brau ¢ Viét Nam khong thé tach roi
hiéu biét vé cong dong ngudi Brau ¢ Lao va Campuchia.

Tu trude dén nay, cac nghién ctru vé nguoi Brau ¢ Viét Nam déu mic dinh Brau 13 toc
ngudi thuan nhét va thuong chi nghién ctru ho trong pham vi Viét Nam. Trén thyc té, nguoi
Brau 13 toc ngudi ¢ nhiéu nhom dja phuong khac nhau. M&i nhém bén canh nhirng dic diém
chung con c6 sy khac biét dang ké vé van hoa - xa hoi. Chinh vi vay, viéc xac dinh rd nhom
Brau ¢ Viét Nam, dac trung van hoa, xa hdi cua ho ra sao 1a rt can thiét. Bén canh do, cac
van dé vé nguodn gbc lich sir, quan hé ctia nguoi Brau véi cac toc ngudi trong nude va quoc té,
ddc trung van hoa, xa hoi, bién d6i van hoa, x3 hoi dudi tac dong cua do6 thi hoa va hoi nhap,
bao ton vin héa vat chit va tinh than cho ngudi Brau..., cin duoc nghién ctru can trong. Day
13 co s& dé nhan dién toc nguodi nay, dong thoi dua ra nhimg chinh sach dung déan, hiéu qua,
bao ton va phat huy dugc nhiing thé manh va khic phuc nhimg diém yéu ciia ngudi Brau
trong cong cudc xay dung dat nudc.
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