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QUA TRINH TAO DUNG HINH ANH MOI SAU THIEN TALI:
SO SANH TRUONG HQP NGUOI MY GOC PHI VA
NGUOI MY GOC VIET O NEW ORLEANS

TS. Nguyén Vii Hoang
Béao tang Dan toc hoc Viét Nam

Tém tit: Qua phan tich sy héi phuc ciia ngwoi My goc Viét sau con bao Katrina tai

thanh phé New Orleans ndam 2005, bai viét chi ra rang, nguoi Viét luén bi ddt trong hé

théng ¥ thirc da trang thong tri cia xd héi My. Theo dé, ho khéong chi luén bi sap dat cho

phit hop véi vi tri goc A chau, ma déi khi chinh ho ciing nga theo ¥ thirc hé ciia nguoi My

da trdng.

Tir khéa: Nguweoi Viét o My, nguoi My da trdng, y thike hé, ky thi chiing téc, thién tai.

1. Ly thuyét vé chiing tdc, tham hoa
1.1. Ly thuyét vé chiing tjc tai My

Trong xa ho1 My, cdc nhom nguoi
nhédp cu déu chiu sy “phén xét” cia mot h¢
thong y thirc hé chung toc do ngudi da tring
tao 1ap. Nhitng nhém nguoi nhap cu nay
dugc xem xét theo céac ti€u chi phan dinh
ching toc ciia hé théng da trang thong tri.
Duéi hé théng nay, nhiing chung toc khong
phai da tring bi xép & hang dudi so véi
ngudi da trang. Lich st cta van dé nay co
ngudn goc tir budi so khai cia nuéc My &
thé ky XVI khi nguoi da tring chau Au dén
luc dia nay. Ho di nhanh chong thiét 1ap mot
hé théng dam bado vi tri thugng ton cho
ngudi da tring. Theo d6, khai niém chung
toc duoc tao dung dé hop 1y hoa y thirc hé
thong tri cia ngudi da tring (White
supremacy ideology). Sau cudc Noi chién
(1861 - 1865), hé théng nay chuyén tir viéc

st dung cong cu bao luc nhu cudng ép nod 1€
va diét chung sang cong cu luat phap nham
thiét lap vi thé cua nguoi da tréng, tao dung
mot hé thdng cho phép ky thi chung toc d6i
v6i nhitng ngudi khong phai da tring. Trong
giai doan nay, cac cong dong khong phai
ngudi da trang chiu nhiéu ton thwong tir
nhttng hanh dong ky thi chung tdc & noi
cong cong, truong hoc va khu vuc cu tri.
Giai doan nay dién ra tr sau nim 1865 cho
dén Phong trao Quyén Dan sy vao dau
nhtrng ndm 1960.

Phong trao Quyén Dan sy di dua dén
su ra doi cua hai dao luat quan trong: Pao
luat Dan sy niam 1964 bao dam quyén binh
dang giira nguoi da den va ngudi da tring,
chdng ky thi, phan biét ching toc trén toan
nudc My; Dao luat Quyén Bau ctr nam 1965
khang dinh quyén dugc bau cir di véi tat ca
cong dan My khong phan biét mau da, ngudn
gbc. Trong khi nhiéu ngudi cho rang su thanh
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cong clia Phong trao Quyén Dan sy dé x6a bo
su ky thi chung toc ¢ nudc My, nhiéu hoc gia
d3 chirng minh rang nguoi da mau tiép tuc bi
ky thi ¢ nhling dang thitc m¢i. Eduardo
Bonilla-Silva goi dang nay la ky thi khong
mau da (color-blind racism) trong thoi ky
hau Phong trao Quyén Dan sy. Bonilla -
Silva (2001) cho rang hé théng quyén lyc da
trang chuyén tir ky thi cong khai sang thuc
hién ky thi ngdm. Theo do, thay vi sir dung
cac cong cu cong khai bang bao lyc hay luat
phap nhu thoi ky trude, sy ky thi trong giai
doan nay tré nén tinh vi va khé nhan dién
hon. Bat binh dang chiing toc tiép tuc dién ra
va vi thé da sd cta ngudi da tring tiép tuc
chi phi xa hoi My.

Cung thoi diém véi Phong trao Quyén
Dan sy 13 su ra doi cua 1y thuyét vé ddn téc
thiéu sé kiéu mdu (Model minority). Bang
viéc mo ta nhiing thanh tyu cia nhiéu nhém
thiéu sé gbc chau A nhu ngudi Nhat, nguoi
Han Qudc... 1y thuyét nay chi ra rang, néu
nhu cac cong dong thiéu s6 khac cé thé
thanh cong thi khong c6 1y do nao co thé
ngin can ngudi My gdc Phi phét trién binh
dang v&i phan con lai cia dit nude. Ly
thuyét ndy ra doi nhitng nam 1960 1a mot
trong nhitng nd lyc phan khang lai Phong
trao Quyén Dén sy cua nguoi da den. Hé
thong da tring cho rang, thay vi d6 15i cho
hé thong, ngudi My gbc Phi nén tap trung
nang cao trinh dJ va hoc cach thich nghi dé
c6 thé dat nhidu thanh cong hon (Fong,
2008). Sy trong doi xa hoi nay mot mit biéu
dwong ngudi goc chau A tai My, mit khac 1a
can ctr dé chi trich nhitg doi hoi quyén loi
cta nguoi MYy da den. Tuy nhién, ngay ca y
niém vé ddn téc thiéu sé kiéu mdu cing
nham bao dam vi thé thong tri cho ngudi My
da tring.

Basch va cong su cho ring chu nghia da
van hoa di khién cho nudc M¥ chép nhan
nguoi nhap cu da mau nhung gitt ho & vi tri
thdp hon trong x3 hoi (Basch va cong su,
1994, tr. 43). Cing xem xét ngudi My gbe A
trong hé tu tudng thong trj cua nguoi da tring,
Mia Tuan dat cau hoi rﬁng liéu c6 thé coi
ngudi My gbc A mdi mai la ngoai kiéu
(forever foreigners) hay ho 1a nhitng nguoi da
tring danh dy (honorary whites). Nghién ctru
cta Mia Tuan khong dua ra cau tra 161 boi 1€
ca hai khai niém nay bo qua ban chét phtc tap
ctia quan hé ching tdc trong xa hoi My. Néu
cho réng ho mai la ngoai kiéu thi s& phu nhan
viée nguoi My gde A thanh cong hon mot s6
cong ddng khac cing sinh sdng trén nudc
My; trong khi d6, néu coi ho 1 nguwoi da
trang danh dir thi lai phiit nhan viéc ho van
dang hang ngay phai chiu dung su ky thi
chung toc ngay tai qudc gia ho mang quéc
tich (Tuan, 1999, tr. 165). Chia s¢ vdi Mia
Tuan, Rosalind Chou va Joe Feagin néu bat
ban chit ciia thuyét dan toc thiéu sd kiéu
mau trong viéc cing cb vi thé ciia hé tu
tuong théng tri da tring. Chou va Feagin
nghién ctru nhitng dia ban nhu truong hoc,
noi lam viéc, khong gian cong cdng va chi
ra viéc ngudi My gdc A chau ludn bi nguoi
My da trang ky thi tai bat ct khong gian
nao. Cac tac gia két luan, hé tu tudng da
trang thong tri moi khong gian xa hoi va do
d6, viéc duge coi la dan toc kiéu mau
khong giup ich gi ngudi My gbc A tranh
khoi sy ky thi chung toc (Chou & Feagin,
2008, tr. 228).

Mot s tiép can khac vé hé théng ba
quyén cua nguodi da tring ciing dugc phat
trién trong nhitng thip nién gan day. Claire
Jean Kim (1999) dua ra luan thuyét vé tam
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giac chung toc (Racial triangulation
perspective) v6i viée dit nguoi My goc A &
dudi nguoi da tring nhung trén ngudi da den
vé thir bac xa hoi, nhung ho lai kém ngudi da
den vé mirc d6 hoa nhap véi xa hoi My; hoic
Andrea Smith (2010) véi 1ap ludn vé ba tru
cot dam bao tinh logic ctia hé thong da tring
(Three pillars of white supremacy logic). Ba
tru ¢t cia Smith 1a: 1) tinh logic cua ché do
no 1¢ (the logic of slavery) gin lién v6i Chu
nghia tu ban; ii) tinh logic cua ché do diét
chung (the logic of genocide) gin lién voi
Chu nghia thyc dan; iii) tinh logic cua dong
phuong (the logic of orientalism) gan véi
viéc coi ngudi My gbc A luén mang hiém
hoa cho dat nuéc My. Piém quan trong cua
1ap luan nay 1a viéc nhiing ngudi thudc mot
tru cdt nao cling bi cam dd boi vién canh co
thé tham gia ca tru cot khac.

Bai viét ndy muébn chi ra rang, nguoi
Viét & My n6i chung, hay ¢ thanh phd New
Orleans nodi riéng, cling trai nghiém nhiing
su phan biét ching toc trong doi sdng hang
ngdy. Do nguoi Viét dén My chi yéu sau
nam 1975 nén ho da khong phai chiu dung
su ky thi chung toc sau sic nhu ngudi My
gbc Phi & New Orleans giai doan trudc nim
1960. Tuy nhién, khi bi phan dinh vao nhom
ngudi My goc A, ngudi Viét & My ciing phai
chiu su trong doi xa hoi theo mo hinh cua ly
thuyét dan téc thiéu s6 kiéu mau nhu can cu,
cham chi lao dong, hoc gidi toan, lam kinh
té khd,... Didu nay khong phai luon dung
dbdi voi truong hop ngudi Viét & New
Orleans. Néu nhu ngudi Nhat va nguoi Han
Qudc & My c6 mét lich sir nhap cu lau dai
tao nén nén tang kinh té viing chac thi ngudi
Viét méi dén New Orleans voi tai san khong
nhiéu. Do viy, cong ddng ngudi My gbe
Viét phai ganh chiu sy trong doi xa hoi
khdng thyuc su chinh xac nay.

1.2. Tiép cdn Nhén hoc vé thim hoa

Gidi nhan hoc di sém c6 nhimg tiép
can nghién cuu van dé thién tai va tham hoa
trén thé giéi. Néu nhu trudc ddy cac nha
nhan hoc dit con ngudi ¢ vi tri d6i 1ap thién
tai thi tir cudi thé ky XX, nhing tiép cén
nhan hoc mai coi thién tai va tham hoa la
mot by phan gén lién voi su bién ddi cua
moi truong va vin minh nhan loai (Nguyén
Vit Hoang, 2013). Nhitng nghién ciru gan
day cho thiy, ngoai thién tai con c6 su hién
dién ctua tham hoa do su phat trién cua khoa
hoc k¥ thuat va nhitng xung dot ton gido -
chinh tri trén thé gii. Tt ca chung tao nén
nhitng thach thirc méi khong chi dbi voi nan
nhan ma con ca chinh quyén dia phuong,
trung wong va céac to chtrc qudc té. Anthony
Oliver-Smith (1996) cho rang nhan hoc vé
tham hoa c6 ba hudng nghién ctru chinh sau:

i) Nghién ctru cach thie cac cong dong
tmg pho voéi thién tai trong doi sdng thuong
nhat. O nhing dia ban thuong xuyén himg
chiu thién tai, cong dong va Nha nudc da cd
nhitng bién phap gi dé chuén bi cho tham hoa
thién nhién c6 thé téi bat cir lac nao. Trong
bbi canh d6, thay vi rdi bo noi cu tra di noi
khac, cong déng duoc tai td chirc ra sao dé
dam bao giam thiéu tac hai cta thién tai.

i1) Nghién ctru sau tham hoa nhin nhan
tham hoa 1a mot sy kién lam huy hoai hé¢
théng an sinh x4 hoi. Do do, can co su diéu
chinh dé xi hoi c6 thé tiép tuc van hanh
dung chirc nang ciia minh. Nhiéu nghién ctru
chi ra strc chéng chiu déo dai va linh hoat
ctia xa hoi truyén thong ddi véi su thay doi
sau tham hoa. Cong cudc tai thiét sau tham
hoa ciing chtra dung nhitng mau thuan trong
cong déng. Mot mat, nan nhan ctia tham hoa
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mong mudn tai thiét khudén miu trong qua
kht. Méat khac, tham hoa cling lam 10 rd
nhimg diém yéu ctia hé thdng cii can phai
thay d6i. Diéu nay khién cho cong dong phai
tur diéu chinh nham giai quyét nhitng mbi bt
hoa sau tham hoa.

iii) Nghién ctru theo huéng kinh té -
chinh tri va moi truong tap trung vao cac
chiéu canh vé cdu tric - lich s cua cong
dong bi thiét hai. Cac nghién ctru nay khong
chi con coi tham hoa 1a su khic nghiét cua
thién nhién ma quan tim dén chirc ning cua
ching trong trat tu x4 hoi, trong cau trac giita
con nguoi va thién nhién; va dat ching trong
mot khung canh 16n hon vé qua trinh lich str.
Nhiéu nghién ctru chi ra viéc chinh phu can
thi€p vao h¢ théng diéu tiét, san xuét cua cu
dan ban dia da lam gidm kha nang xtr ly thién
tai cia cong dong. Cac nha nghién ctru trude
day cho rang nguoi dan phai chiu khd so vi
ho thiéu kién thic vé tham hoa. Nhiing
nghién ctru gan ddy chi ra rang, cac ca nhan
va cong dong co hiéu biét ddy di vé nguy co
cta tham hoa, nhung ho khong c6 cach nao
khac hon 1a phai tiép tuc sdng trong nhiing
khu vuc d6 (Oliver-Smith, 1996).

2. Lich sir ngudi M¥ goc Viét & New Orleans

James Freeman phéan chia qué trinh
dinh cu tai My cua nguoi Viét tor sau nam
1975 lam 5 giai doan tuong ung véi 5 dot
tiép nhan nguoi Viét cia chinh phu My
(Freeman, 1995, tr. 30-41). Theo thong ké,
s6 luong nguwoi My gbc Viét hién nay
khoang hon 1 triéu nguoi. Méac du co )
luong rat nho, nhung su hién dién cua nguoi
Viét luon 1a dé tai nghién ciu hap dan doi
voi cac nganh xa hoi hoc, nhan khéau hoc,
nhan hoc vé xi hoéi M§y. Nhiing nghién ctru

vé nguoi Viét tai My dd duoc trinh bay
twong db6i cu thé tai mot bai viét trude
(Nguyén Vi Hoang, 2011). Bai viét nay s&
tap trung vao lich st di cu ciia nguoi Viét tai
New Orleans, bang Louisiana.

Vao thoi diém cubi thang 4 nim 1975,
cr dan cta nhiéu lang ngu phu 1én ghe
thuyén di ra bién dé tranh anh huong bom
dan. Trong bdi canh d6, nhitng ngu phi nay
cling dugc mot sb tau hai quan My dén 1én
thuyén va ché dén mot sb trai ti nan duge
thiét 1ap & M§ nhu Fort Chaffee,
Pendleton... dé cu tra tam thoi va cho chinh
sach tiép theo. Luc nay, Puc Tong giam muc
Philip Hannan cua Téng giao phan New
Orleans dong ¥ tiép nhan 6.500 nguoi Viét
theo Cong gido. Ong da tim dugc mot vi linh
muc nguoi Viét dén céc trai lam thu tuc bao
lanh ngudi Viét t6i thanh phé New Orleans.
Gia dinh nguoi Viét dau tién duoc bao trg
t6i thanh phd vao thang 9 nam 1975, tiép d6
1a 1.000 nguoi Viét vao cubdi nam 1976
(Zhou & Bankston, 1998). Tong Gido phan
New Orleans da sap xép nguoi Viét dén dinh
cu & khu chung cu Versailles Arms, & phia
dong New Orleans cach trung tim thanh phd
khoang 25km. Lang Versailles hién nay lay
tén gbc tir khu chung cu Versailles Arms.
Thap nién 1960 -1970, day 1a noi cu tra cua
cong nhan vién cua chi nhanh Co quan Hang
khong va Vi tru Hoa Ky (NASA) tai
Louisiana (Zhou & Bankston, 1998). Sau khi
da mua nha & cac khu cu trii khac, cong
nhan vién ¢ ddy da chuyén dan di va khu
chung cu Versailles Arms bién thanh khu
nha & cho nguoi c6 thu nhap thip cia thanh
phé. Sinh séng ¢ day tir cudi ndm 1975, dan
dan nguoi Viét dd mua duoc nhitng 16 dat
xung quanh khu chung cu va m¢ rong thanh
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mot khu dan cu moi goi 1a Village de 1’Est,
hay con dugc goi bang tén cua khu chung
cu ci la lang Versailles. Tur do, theo cac
moi lién hé véi ban be, ngudi than, nhiéu
ngudi Viét di cu tir cac tiéu bang khac cua
MY dén sinh sbng tai khu vuc nay. Cho dén
nim 1990, sé lwong ngudi Viét ¢ mién
dong New Orleans 1én téi 4.600 ngudi, mac
du nhiéu ngudi dan cho rang sb luong that
phai téi hon 6.000 (Zhou & Bankston,
1998, tr. 78).

Nhu da trinh bay ¢ muc 1, su hién
dién cua nguoi Viét ngay lap tirc duge dat
trong mdi quan hé véi cac ching toc khac
trong xa hoi My. La mét dan toc géc A chau,
nguoi Viét sém duge nghién ctru dudi goc
nhin vé dan toc thiéu sb kiéu mau. Ngudi
My gbc Viét dugc cho la dat nhiéu thanh

cong nho sy cham chi, cAn cl va cac gia tri
vin héa mang dén tir Viét Nam. Darrel
Montero chi ra rang, hon 80% trong sb
170.698 nguoi Viét ti nan c6 viéc lam toan
thoi gian. Nam 1977, thu nhap hang nam
cua mdt hg gia dinh ngudi Viét 1a 9.600
USD va hon 90% s6 thu nhap nay 1a tir lao
doéng chinh thuc dugc tra lvong. Chi ¢ it
hon mot phén ba sb hod gia dinh con nhan
tro cap xa hoi (Montero, 1979, tr. 54). Min
Zhou va Carl Bankston (1998, tr.231) cho
rang, cic mang ludi ciia ngudi Viét tai New
Orleans nhu Cong gido, than tdc va gia tri
dao dirc da gop phan cho sy thanh cong cua
gidi tré goc Viet.

New Orleans 13 mot thanh phd véi da
s6 dan cu 13 ngudi My gbc Phi. Théng ké
dan s6 nam 2010 ciia Hoa Ky nhu sau:

Bdng 1. Thong ké dan sé quan Orleans va tiéu bang Louisiana niam 2010

Chiing t¢c Quan Orleans Tiéu bang Louisiana
Da trang 113.428 2.836.192
M§¥ gdc Phi chau 206.871 1.452.396
M§¥ goc A chau 9.970 70.132
Khac 13.560 174.652
Tong sb 343.829 4.533.372

Nguon: Thong ké dan sé Hoa Ky nam 2010.

Trong co cdu dan sd niy, nguoi Viét
nam trong nhém ching toc chau A. Tuy sb
luong it hon, nhung van dat dwoc thanh cong
twong d6i 16n sau ba thap ky sinh song tai M.
Nam 1999, thu nhép binh quéin dau nguoi cia
ngudi My da den 1a 20.753 USD, trong khi
cua gia dinh nguoi Viét 1a 32.000 USD
(Leong va cong su, 2007, tr. 772).

Tuy nhién, thanh cong vé kinh t& cia
cong dong thiéu sé khong dam bao nang cao
vi thé trong mot xa hoi ¢6 phan biét ching tdc
nhu My. Nghién ctru vi thé thiéu sb cia nguoi
My gbc Viét & New Orleans dong gop vé ca
vé 1y thuyét va tu lidu cho nganh nhan hoc.
Sau hon 40 nam, cong dong nguoi Viét & day
ngay cang 16n manh va hoa nhap vao xa hoi
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M§. Tuy nhién, ngudi My gbe Viét tiép tuc
hing chiu sy ky thi chung toc trong xa hoi
M¥. Qua nghién ctru truong hop vé tac dong
ctia con bdo Katrina ndm 2005, bai viét dong
gop mot cai nhin vé vi tri cua nguoi Viét tai
lang Versailles, thanh phé New Orleans, bang
Louisiana.

3. Bdo Katrina nam 2005

T6i Chi nhat ngay 28 thang 8 nim
2005, con bio Katrina quét qua thanh phd
New Orleans khién cho hai phan ba thanh
phé chim ngap dudi bién nudc do con dé &
hd Pontchartrain bi v&. Con bdo dugc cho 1a
mot trong nhitng siéu bdo 16n nhat Hoa Ky
da khién 1.836 nguoi chét, gay thiét hai 90
ty d6 la M va anh hudng lau dai dén thanh
phd New Orleans. Hon 6.000 ngudi Viét
dang sinh s6ng tai khu lang Versailles ¢ phia
Pong thanh phd ciling bi anh huéng tram
trong bdi con bao nay.

3.1. Di tan trwoc bdo

Pa s6 nguoi Viét & New Orleans di
tan vai ngay trudc khi con bio tién vao
thanh phd. Do con bio tién vao tir phia Vinh
Mexico, huéng di tdn chinh cua cu dan
thanh phd 1a vé phia Tay va Bac. Bo phan
16n nguoi Viét chay dén thanh phd Baton
Rouge ¢ Louisiana hodc Houston va Dallas
& Texas, noi ho co sb luong 16n ban be va
nguoi than. Tuy ¢ s6 luong 16n di tan trude
bdo, sd ngudi ¢ lai trong thanh phd ciing
khong it. Nhitng ngudi nay cé phan danh gia
thip sitc manh cta con bdo, nhung ciing ¢
nhiéu nguoi mudn ¢ lai dé trg giup nguoi
neo don, cling nhu trong coi tai san gia dinh.
Ba Ky va gia dinh ¢ lai thanh phd cho dén
khi c6 1énh bit budc di tan ctia Tong thng
My Bush théng béo trén truyén hinh. Ba Ky

noi: “Gia dinh toi khong mudn di tan vi
chung t6i qua quen véi viée bdo t6i rdi. Nam
nao ciing c6 bdo nén nhiéu 1an chay di réi lai
vé ma khong c6 gi xay ra. Do dé, sang Chu
nhat t6i van di 1& nha tho rdi vé nha niu bita
trra. Khi may dira con néi 1a Tong théng My
yéu cau di tan ngay, gia dinh ching t6i méi
bit ddu chuan bi. Mudi hai nguoi trong gia
dinh di tan trén mot chiéc xe ban tai”.

Lang Versailles & mién Pong New
Orleans c6 khoang 300 nguodi Viét ¢ lai
trong con bao. Ngoai vi linh muc phu trach
gido xu, con lai chu yéu 1a nhimg ngudi
ngheo khong cé phuong tién va nguoi bénh
khong co6 kha ning di chuyén ¢ lai nha.
Ngay hom sau, cha Vién thong bao véi moi
nguoi: “con dé ¢ Puong 17 da bi v va nude
dang dang 1én”. Cha dang ¢ ging lién lac
vo1 chinh quyén dé xin hd tro va kéu €01 moi
nguoi di tim nhau, tdp trung tai trudng giao
1y cua gido xtr.

3.2. Di tan sau bao

Sau khi con bao di qua, nudc dang lén
khién nhiéu ngudi tim cach di tan hodc tim
dén noi dét cao chd Chinh phu trg giup. Do
hang nghin ngudi van ket lai thanh phd, su
kién v& dé cang lam cho tinh hinh tré& nén
mat kiém soat. Trong thoi gian cho doi ciu
tro, viéc thiéu hut thirc dan va nudc uéng
khién cho nhimng nguoi o lai phai dap pha
cac cira hang dé kiém nhu yéu pham. Mic
du nhiéu nguodi My da tring & New Orleans
cling tham gia iy d0, nhung nhing hinh anh
truyén théng thudng xuyén 1a nguoi My da
den dang dap pha va lay dd trong cac cira
hang. Bang viéc gin hinh anh cudp boc voi
ngudi My da den, truyén théng khéng chi
khién ngudi xem truyén hinh nghi xau vé da
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s6 nguoi My da den ma con gian tiép cing cb
hé tu twong thdng tri vé dang cAp thap cua ho.

Nhirng nguoi Viét ¢ lai di tan sau bao
cling chimg kién mot hinh anh twong tu. Ba
Hué nh¢ lai: “Khi xe cua gia dinh t6i di qua
Cho 99, hai bén duong day My den dtng hai
bén. Anh lai xe néi véi chung t6i dong ctra
xe lai that chat, kéo kinh 1én, dé vuot qua
doan duong nay”. C6 Lan la mot trong
nhitng ngudi cubdi cung roi khoi lang
Versailles di tan t&i Dallas, Texas. Trén
duong di, c6 cam thay so hai khi xung quanh
minh toan la nguoi My da den. Co chia sé:
“Trong mot chuyén di dai xuyén bang nhu
thé, ngudi ta co thé bi giét, bi cudp bat cur
lic nao. Trén xe buyt luc do6 that 1a khing
khiép, nhiéu nguoi My den dir ton lam”.
Nhung thyc té da khong ¢ gi xay ra trong
chuyén xe buyt. C6 Lan va chong da doan tu
v6i gia dinh ¢ Dallas sau chuyén di dai. Tuy
nhién, viéc ba Hué va cd Lan bay to ndi s¢
v6i ngudi My da den ching t6 rang c6 mot ¥
niém thanh kién vé nguodi My da den trong
bo phan 16n nguoi Viét.

4. Tré vé tai thiét

4.1. Nhitng cugc tré vé

Vao ngay 5 thang 10 nam 2005, Thi
truong thanh phd cho phép nguoi dan quay
vé dé tai thiét cuodc séng. Mot s6 nguoi Viét
da khong tro lai sinh sdng vi dd tim duoc
cong viéc & noi tam cu va con cai dd bat dau
nam hoc méi. Pbi voi nhitng ngudi tro lai dé
tai thiét cudc sdng, nhiéu van dé& phuc tap
ndy sinh hang ngay. Sau 30 ndm roi1 xa qué
huong Viét Nam, New Orleans gf?ln nhu da
tré thanh qué huong thir hai cta da sé ngudi
Viét sinh sdng tai thanh phd nay. Viéc thanh
phé bi tan pha sau bio khién nhiéu ngudi co

cam gidc mat mat 16n lao. Bén ngay sau khi
dugc phép trd vé, gido xir Maria Nit vuong
Viét Nam t6 chirc budi 1€ Chii nht dau tién
sau bio Katrina. SO luong nguoi t6i du 18
lam cha xr va Ban Muc vu cam théy hét st
ngac nhién. Linh muc Vién nhé lai: “Chi
bang 10i truyén miéng, khoang ba trim
ngudi vé dy 18. N6 thyc sy 14 mot khoanh
khic xtic dong”. Vao dau thang 11, gido xtr
moi Ptc Téng Gidm muc tdi du 1& Phyc hoi
vung Bong New Orleans.

Sau khi tr¢ vé, nhitng hinh anh vé
cudp boc trong thanh phd ciing khién nhiéu
nguoi so hai trong qué trinh stra chita ngbi
nha ciia minh. Thanh phé New Orleans tir
trude bao da ndi tiéng vé ty 1€ t01 pham cao.
Ngudi Viét & day cho rang chua lac nao cam
thdy thyuc sy an toan. V4i nhimng trai nghiém
clia c4 nhan hogc tin don, nhiig ngudi tro
vé sau bdo dd chuan bi cho minh mot tinh
than ddi dién voi nan cudp boc. Anh Thé ké
lai: “Téi troy vé chi dé iy gidy to va mot vai
thir d6 luu niém thoi. Toi nghi 1a s& khong
bao gio quay tro lai day. Liy xong roi di
ngay, sg cudp lam”. Anh Loc cho biét: “Sau
khi 6n dinh vo con & Houston, t6i vé dé sira
nha. Trong khi ban ngay lam viéc ¢ bén
Westbank, budi téi v& nha don dep va sta
chita dan. Nha khong c6 dién. Ban bé minh
bao “sao gan thé!”. N&i s¢ hii cia nguoi
Viét khong chi dén tir nhitng hinh anh trén
truyén thong sau bdo Katrina, ma con tir
thue té trai nghiém ctia mdi nguoi. Co 18 su
thanh kién v&i ngudi My gbc Phi dad duoc
hinh thanh va ciing ¢ tir nhitng trai nghiém
d6. Ba Qué, 75 tudi, nhan xét: “My den di
b6t 16i, khong con nhidu nhu trude bio nira.
Khu chung cu cting khong con nira. Chinh
phu pha di hét rdi, ngudi My den chu yéu 1a
an cudp. Tui nd lac nho di hoc véi con minh
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thi ngoan, nhung sau ciing tum lum ta la ca”.
Loi nhan xét cia ba Qué thé hién thanh kién
vé nguoi My gbe Phi dwa trén trai nghiém
cua chinh ba khi bi cudp tai nha chung cu.

Vé van dé nay, linh muc John Phan ¢
New Orleans cho biét: “T6i c¢6 cam tuong la
nguoi Vi€t cia minh van bi ndo trang no 1€
thuc dan, tirc 1a rit t6n trong cic 6ng My da
trang, con ngudi da den thi nhitng ngudi nao
chirc quyén cao thi rat ton trong, con nhing
nguoi binh thuong thi minh ky thi con hon
ho”. Vi linh muc nhan dinh nguoi Viét chiu
anh hudng boi tdm thic nay tor thoi Phap
thudgc véi sy coi thuong nguoi da den. Khi
sang My, ngudi Viét tiép tuc cing cb tim
thirc nay trong boi canh y thirc hé thong tri
1a ctia nguoi da tring.

Cho du c6 mang theo minh nhitng dinh
kién vé nguoi da den tir Viét Nam sang My
hay khong thi vi tri ctia nguoi My gbe Viét
van luén dugc xa hoi My nhao nin theo hé
tu tuong thong tri. Sau con bdo Katrina,
ngudi Viét trd vé xay dung lai nha ctra cta
minh, phuc hdi hoat dong cua nha tho ciing
nhu céc hoat dong thuong mai khac. Nhitng
nd luc cia ho duoc hé théng tmyén thong
M§$ mo td nhu mdt hién tuong phu hop véi
ly thuyét vé dan toc thiéu sd kiéu mau.
Leong va cong su (2007) chi ra rang, cac co
quan truyén thong nhu hing tin CNN, NBC
Nightly News lién tuc tudong thuat vé nhimng
thanh tyu cua nguoi Viét tai New Orleans.
To New York Times viét vao ngay 17 thang
10 ndm 2005: “Nha tho gido xir Maria N
vuong Viét Nam, noi bi bo lai trong tran lut
vai tudn trude, nay dang tit bat 1a noi don
tiép cac cu dan trd vé dé sira sang nha cira va
tiém phong bénh uén van” (Xem thém:

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/10/20/us/nati
onalspecial/sustained-by-close-ties-

vietnamese-toil-to-rebuild.html). Trén mot
dién dan tryc tuyén, co nguoi viét: “Nhimg

ngudi Viét ludn tu biét 1am viée nhu thé nao.
biéu cudi cung ma ho mong chd méi 1a sy
trg gitip cia Chinh phu. Trong khi d6 nhiing
nguoi da den & New Orleans chi biét ngdi
mot chd va dgi Chinh phu ctru tro ma thoi”
(Leong va cong su, 2007, tr. 774). Vé nhiing
¥ kién nay, Leong va cong su binh luan rang,
viéc ton vinh thanh tyu ctia nguoi Viét chinh
1a lam giam gia tri ciia nguwoi My gbc Phi.
Diéu nay hoan toan phu hop véi y niém dan
toc kiéu mau. Trong khi d6, cong dong
nguoi Vi€t thue sy khong phai khong can sy
trg gip cua Chinh pha. Nhiéu nguoi My
gdc Viét di chi trich chinh phit Hoa Ky trién
khai cham chap céc chuong trinh cuu trg
(Leong va cong su, 2007, tr. 774). Eric Tang
con chi ra thanh tyu cta nhidu nguodi My gbe
Phi khi tré vé va tai thiét thanh phé New
Orleans. Cau trich phong van mot ngudi My
gdc Phi sau da thé hién rd sy phan khang tu
tuong ddn téc kiéu mau: “Ho khong nhan ra
rang ching toi da ludn ¢ day. Nhiéu thién tai
da xay ra ¢ thanh phd nay, Katrina c6 1& chi
1a con bdo 16n nhét, nhung khong phai con
bdo dau tién” (Tang, 2011, tr. 135). Nhin lai
lich str thién tai ctia thanh phd New Orleans,
con bao Betsy vao nam 1965 cd sttc manh
tuong duong véi Katrina ndm 2005. Sau con
bdo Betsy, ngudi My gbc Phi van trd vé va
tai thiét thanh phd cho dén nim 2005. Do
d6, bang viéc chi ra sy trd vé ctia ngudi My
gdc Phi, Eric Tang mudn phu nhén tu tuong
ddn téc kiéu mau da va dang hinh thanh tir
viéc gidi truyén thong chi tip trung vao su
thanh coéng clia ngudi My gbe Viét.


http://www.nytimes.com/2005/10/20/us/nationalspecial/sustained-by-close-ties-vietnamese-toil-to-rebuild.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/10/20/us/nationalspecial/sustained-by-close-ties-vietnamese-toil-to-rebuild.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/10/20/us/nationalspecial/sustained-by-close-ties-vietnamese-toil-to-rebuild.html
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4.2. Tdi co céu chiing téc trong khu
lang Versailles

Con bao Katrina khong chi pha huy
moi truong New Orleans ma con lam 16 ra
nhimg nhuoc diém cia cic co quan ctu trg
thién tai. Cac co quan ctru trg nhu FEMA® t6
ra cham chap trong viéc ctru trg kip thoi cho
nan nhén cta thién tai. Nhiéu nghién ctru chi
ra rang, cic t6 chuc thuong mai nhu
Walmart, Home Depot c6 chuong trinh hd trg
t6t hon Chinh phu rat nhiéu (Chamlee-Wright
& Storr, 2010). Sau con bao Katrina, Chinh
phit My ciing ¢6 nhitng diéu chinh nhim
phuc vu t6t hon cong tac ctru trg thién tai
trong tuong lai. Piéu nay khang dinh nhimg
nhan dinh cua Oliver-Smith (1996) Ia chinh
xac. Tuy nhién, khong chi mang lai su diéu
chinh d6i v6i hé théng co quan ciru trg ctia
chinh pht, con bao Katrina con tac dong toi
co cdu chiing toc trong khu lang Versailles &
vung Dong New Orleans. Qua viéc phan tich
su kién dong ctra khu chung cu Versailles
Arms, van dé ching toc tiép tuc ndi 1én nhu
mot ndi 4m anh cia xa hoi My.

Trong nhimg nghién ctru vé& cong dong ngudi
Viét nay, cac hoc gia nhu Li hay Airriess chi
md ta vé sy dong cira cua khu chung cu
Versailles Arms sau bio ma khong nhan thiy
sy dong ctra ndy co tinh chat ching toc.
Nghién ciru ctia toi chi ra ring, y thic thng tri
da tring ndm tiém 4n trong quyét dinh déng
ctra nhitng khu chung cu ¢ Versailles. Khu
chung cu nay vén 14 noi & clia gan 40% nguoi
My da den ¢ lang Versailles (Leong va cong
su, 2007, tr. 773). Khu chung cu Versailles
Arms khong chi 1a noi ¢ ciia ngudi My da den,
ma ngudi Viét cling sinh song ¢ day tir nim
1975. Pay 1a noi cu trd cua nhitng nguoi thu
nhép thip va duoc Chinh phi My tro cap nha
6. Qua thoi gian, nhiéu gia dinh nguoi Viét da
mua dugc nha riéng & trong lang Versailles va
chuyén ra khoi khu chung cu. Versailles Arms
tr¢ thanh khu chung cu danh cho nhitng nguoi
Mj§ da den va s6 it nguoi Viét doc than.

Truéc bdo Katrina, diéu kién séng
trong khu vuc nha & bao cép da bi nhiéu nha
chinh tri chi trich. Sau con bao, viéc dong ctra
khu chung cu Versailles Arms khién cho co
cau dan cu theo chung toc thay doi déng ke.

Bdng 2. Thong ké dan cu theo chung toc & lang Versailles

Chiing toc 2000 2010
Ngudi My gbe Phi 55,4% 7.153 43,4% 3.467
Nguoi da trang 3,6% 465 1,5% 120
Ngudi chau A 37,1% 4.790 44, 7% 3.579
Khac 3,9% 504 10,4% 842
Tong sb 100% 12.912 100% 8.008

Nguon: Thong ké dan sé My nam 2000 va nim 2010

! FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency): Co quan xtr 1y khén cAp ciia lién bang
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Théng ké chi ra rang, trong khi sb cu
dan giam tir 12.912 ngudi ndm 2000 xudng
con 8.008 ngudi ndm 2010, ty 1& phan trim
ctia ngudi My gbc A tang 1én tir 37,1% lén
44.,7% trong khi ty 1& ndy cta ngudi My goc
Phi va ngudi My da tring suy giam dang ké.
Bén canh s6 luong ngudi My gbe Phi khong
mudn trd vé, sy suy giam ngudi My gbe Phi
c¢6 lién quan dén viéc déng cira khu chung
cu Versailles Arms. S6 liéu théng ké nim
2000 cho thay 36,8% clia tong s6 ngudi My
gdc Phi tai lang Versailles séng & trong khu
chung cu. S6 lugng nay tuong duong véi
78% s6 nguoi thué cac cin ho chung cu.
Gan 40% ngudi My gbc Phi khong tro lai vi
khu chung cu van déng ctra vao cudi thang 6
nam 2006 (Li va cong su, 2010, tr. 108).

Viéc déng cira nhiéu khu chung cur cho
nguoi thu nhap thip sau Katrina dugc quan
tam khi
Louisiana nhan dinh: “Ching ta cudi cing

dan biéu Richard Baker cua

ciing da don dep sach cac khu nha bao cép &
New Orleans. Chiing ta da khong thé lam, ma
Chua lam diéu d6” (Wall Street Journal,
9/9/2005). Nhan dinh nay cua dan biéu Baker
ngay lap tirc bi cong luan chi trich gay gat.
bdi vai nguoi Viét ¢ Versailles, viéc
dong cira khu chung cu ¢ vé khién ho cam
thiy an toan hon truéc. Ong Sang chia sé:
“Trudc bio Katrina, t6i khéng dam di dén
khu Versailles Arms vao budi tdi, c6 nhiéu
phién phirc ¢ trong d6”. Ba Yén cho rang:
“Khu Versailles Arms toan t6i pham thoi”.
Tuy nhién, sau ndm sau Katrina, vao nam
2011 khi t6i nghién ctru tai day, tinh trang an
ninh ctia Versailles van khong cai thién hon
chut nao. Ba Ky noéi: “Nam ngodi, t61 nghe
ké c6 may ngudi bi cudp rdi nd 16i vao sau
nha tho nho dé cudng hiép. Do vay, liic nao

di dau to1 cling phai nhin trudc nhin sau.
Minh thuong so¢ My den, nhung bay gid
minh so ca ngudi ME (Mexico) nita”. Khi
duoc hoi tai sao, ba Ky tra 101: “Sau bao, gia
dinh t6i mat ba cai xe hoi rdi. Trudc bao thi
duong nay an toan hon vi nhiéu chil nha 6.
Sau bio nhiéu ngudi My den, ngudi ME& dén
thué va khién khu vyc ndy tré nén mat an
toan”. Nhan xét vé an ninh & Versailles, 6ng
Viét khang dinh: “T6i chua bao gio thiy an
toan & cai thanh phd nay, ca trudc va sau
Katrina, mic du ban nhau thi ¢6 it hon!”

Nhin chung, viéc déng ctra khu chung
cu Versailles Arms cling nhu cac khu nha
bao cip khac khong 1am cho thanh phd
“sach hon”. N6 ciing khong lam cho khu dan
cu an toan hon. Viéc nhan dinh réng nha &
bao cap lién quan dén t6i pham va céc té nan
khac thé hién su anh hudng cta ¥ thirc hé da
trang thong tri. Nhiing nguoi Viét ¢ ving
dong New Orleans hau hét ¢ mua duoc nha
va chuyén khoi khu chung cu tir trudc bdo
Katrina. Vi thé, khu chung cu bi dong cura
chi gitip nguot Viét ¢ day loai boé di mot khu
vuc den toi nhét ¢ noi cu tra. Viéc ho déng
tinh dong ctra khu nha bao cip nay s& lam
cho lang Versailles it nguoi My da den hon.
Qua do, s€ cung ¢d su 6n dinh cua nguoi
Viét & vung Dong New Orleans. Nguoi My
gbc Viét duong nhu ddng thuan voi ¥ thic
hé da trang trong van dé nay. Tuy nhién, ho
khong phai 1am gi ca “ma Chua lam diéu
do6” (Richard Baker).

5. Két luan

Nguoi My gdc Viét tai New Orleans
da trai qua nhiéu bién cd trong lich sir cudc
doi. T khi dinh cu tai My, ho lai bi nhao
nin trong gudng may dong héa cia xa hoi
nhap cu. Qua nghién ctru truong hop sau con
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bdo Katrina, bai viét chi ra ring nguoi My
gbc Viét tiép tuc chiu anh huéng boi ¥ thirc
hé cta nguoi da tring. Nhimng thanh kién voi
ngudi My da den khong chi duoc tich tu tir
trai nghiém ca nhan, 16i don trong cong dong
ma con tryc tiép tir hé théng truyén thong.
Cudc séng trong xa hdi My ludn c6 sy canh
tranh gitra nhitng ngudi thudc cac ching tdc
khéc nhau. Va lan nay, su tro vé va phuc hoi
clia nguoi Viét ciing dugc dién giai nhu mot
minh chimg cho sy binh dang vé co hoi cua
xa hoi My va su kém coi cia nguoi My da
den. V&1 gdc nhin nhan hoc, bai viét da boc
tach cac su kién va chi ra réng, do chi la
nhimg 13p ludn cia ¥ thirc hé da tring nham
mot 1an nita dung ludn thuyét vé dan toc
thiéu s6 kiéu mau dé khfmg dinh vi tri cao
nhéat cia minh. Va nguoi My gbc Viét trong
mdt chirng myc nao do ciing anh hudng theo
¥ thirc hé thong tri nay.

Tai liéu tham khao

1. Basch, Linda, Schiller, Nina Glick, &
Szanton-Blanc, Cristina  (1994), Nations
Unbound: Transnational Projects, Postcolonial

Predicaments, and Deterritorialized Nation-
States, Routledge, New York.

2. Bonilla-Silva, Eduardo (2001),
White Supremacy and Racism in the Post-
Civil Rights Era, Boulder, Co., Lynne
Rienner Publishers.

3. Chamlee-Wright, Emily & Virgil
Henry Storr (Ed, 2010), The Political

Economy of Hurricane Katrina and
Community Rebound, Edward Elgar,
Northampton.

4. Chou, Rosalind S., & Feagin, Joe R.
(2008), The Myth of the Model Minority:

Asian Americans Facing Racism, Paradigm
Publishers, London.

5. Fong, Timothy P. (2008), The
Contemporary Asian American Experience:
Beyond the Model Minority, 3rd Edition,
Upper Saddle River, NJ, Pearson Education.

6. Freeman, James M. (1995),
Changing Identities: Vietnamese Americans,
1975-1995, Allyn and Bacon, Boston.

7. Kim, Claire Jean (1999), “The
Racial Triangulation of Asian Americans”,
Politics & Society, 27 (1), PP. 105-138.

8. Leong, Karen J., Airriess,
Christopher A., Li, Wei, Chen, Angela Chia-
Chen, & Keith, Verna (2007), “Resilient
History and the Rebuilding of a Community:
The Vietnamese American Community in
New Orleans East”, Journal of American
History, 94 (3), PP. 770-779.

9. Li, Wei, Airriess, Christopher A. ,
Chen, Angela Chia-Chen, Leong, Karen J. ,

& Keith, Verna (2010), “Katrina and

Migration: Evacuation and Return by
African  Americans and  Vietnamese
Americans in an Eastern New Orleans
Suburb”, The Professional Geographer,
62(1), PP. 103-118.

10. Montero, Darrel (1979),
Vietnamese  Americans:  Patterns  of

Resettlement and Socioeconomic Adaptation
in the United States, Westview Press,
Boulder, Colorado.

11. Nguyén Vii Hoang (2011), “Nhén
hoc xuyén qubc gia: Nhiing tiép can ly
thuyét nhan hoc vé nguoi Viét tai Hoa Ky”,
Tap chi Dan téc hoc, Sb 4, tr. 60-72.



Tap chi Dan toc hoc s6'5 —2017

23

12. Nguyén Vi Hoang (2013),
“Nghién ctitu tham hoa: Tiép can nhan hoc
trong thé ky 217, Tap chi Bdo tang va Nhan
hoc, S6, tr. 59-71.

13. Nguyén Vi Hoang (2017),
Disasters, Settlements and the Homeland:
Vietnamese American Experiences of White
Supremacy in New Orleans (Tham hoa, dinh
cu va ndi niém qué huong: Trai nghiém cua
ngudi My goc Viét vé ba quyén da tring &
New Orleans), Luan an tién si, Khoa Nhan
hoc, Dai hoc Toronto, Canada.

14. Oliver-Smith, Anthony (1996),
“Anthropological Research on Hazards and
Disasters”, Annual Review of Anthropology,
25, PP. 303-328.

15. Smith, Andrea (2010),
“Indigeneity, Settler Colonialism, White
Supremacy”, Global Dialogue, 12 (2).

16. Tang, Eric (2011), “A Gulf Unites
Us: The Vietnamese Americans of Black
New Orleans East”, American Quarterly, 63
(1), PP.117-149.

17. Tuan, Mia (1999), Forever
Foreigners or Honorary Whites? The Asian
Ethnic  Experience  Today,  Rutgers

University Press, London.

18. Zhou, Min & Bankston, Carl L. 111
(1998), Growing up American: How

Vietnamese Children Adapt to Life in the
United States, Russell Sage Foundation,
New York.

Ruéc tuong Puc Me Maria tai Lé Puc Me 1én trdi tai gido xr Maria Nit vuong

Viét Nam, thanh phé New Orleans, bang Louisiana, Hoa Ky

Anh: Nguyén Vii Hoang, chup ndm 2012



