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DAN TQC HQC O MY:
PAC PIEM, KHUYNH HUONG
VA CO SO LY LUAN

NGUYEN VAN CHiNH

Bi cudn theo “hoi ching nhan loai hoc”
bung 1én tir cic nudc hdu xa hdi chu nghia
Pong Au va Trung Qudc sau nhimg niam 1990,
Dan toc hoc Viét Nam gan day c6 xu hudng
doi tén goi tir Dan tdc hoc (Ethnology) sang
Nhan loai hoc (Anthropology) va mé rong mbi
quan tdm nghién ctru sang xa hoi loai ngudi nodi
chung thay vi chi tdp trung vao mo ta van
hoa cac toc nguoi nhu trude. Hién tugong
nay thuong dugc ndi téi nhu mot trao luu
d6i moi va hoi nhap cua Dan toc hoc Viét
Nam dudi thoi kinh té thi truong. Tuy nhién,
trong khi cac quan tim hoc thuat vé vin hoa
toc nguoi ¢ Viét Nam duong nhu dang nhat
dan di thi nghién ctru vé céc tdc ngudi & Bic
My lai dang dugc ting cudng va phat trién.
Bai viét ndy, trén co s& khao sat qua trinh
hinh thanh, phat trién ciing nhu co cau
chuong trinh dao tao va nghién ctru Dan tdc
hoc & cac trudng dai hoc (tir day viét tit 1a
PH), phéan tich xu hudng va dic diém cia
Dan toc hoc (ethnic studies)' & Bic My va
cudc tranh luédn ly thuyét vé tinh dan toc
(ethnicity), mot khai niém can ban trong

! Khai niém dan toc hoc (ethnic studies) dugc noi toi &
day twong dbi khac voi dan toc hoc (ethnology) va nhan
loai hoc (anthropology) ma ching ta biét dén ¢ Viét
Nam. Vén dé nay s& dugc thao luan trong bai viét.

khoa hoc Dan toc hoc. To6i cho réng bén
canh dic diém dan toc va nhan ching phirc
tap ctia nuéc My thi nhitng thay d6i gan day
trong doi sdng vin hoa xa hoi cua thé gidi,
dic biét 12 nguy co xung dot gitra cac nén
van hoéa, cac toc nguodi va ton gido dang gia
tang da tac dong manh dén xu huéng nghién
ctru vé dan toc va ching toc & My, lam cho
mon hoc nay hdi sinh va phét trién manh tro
lai & “xa hoi hau khoa hoc” néyz.

1. Xu hwéng dao tao va nghién ctru
Dén tdc hoc & cac truong dai hoc Bic My

Khéo ciru thong tin ty gidi thidu vé
chuong trinh dao tao khoa hoc xa hdi nhan
van cta cac truong dai hoc Bic My, ta ¢
thé nhan thiy cac trudng nay déu co bé mén
dao tao vé Dan tdc hoc voi cac quy mo khac
nhau, tir cap chuong trinh (program, nhu &
PH Cornell), dén cip bdo mon (department,
¢6 & hau hét cac dai hoc cong ciia cac bang),

% Theo Tap chi Tia S&ng, tir giita thé ky XX thé gi6i
da tién vao xa hoi khoa hoc va mdt bo phan tién tién
da budc sang giai doan xa hoi hdu khoa hoc tu dau
thé ky XXI trong khi Viét Nam van & giai doan tién
khoa hoc (Téng hop théng tin ciia Nguyén Manh
Quén, “Xa hoi hau khoa hoc” va nhitng ggi suy cho
Viét Nam, Bdo Tia  Sang 17/8/2010,
http://tiasang.com.vn/Default.aspx?tabid=62&News=
3397&CategorylD=36
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va 16n hon la cac khoa/treong (college, nhu
& PH Colorado) va hoc vién (institute, nhu
& DH Nebraska-Lincoln). Bang Iuu v 1a cac
bo mon hay hoc vién dao tao chuyén sau vé
ethnic studies & cac dai hoc Bic My chi méi
duoc 1ap ra trong khoang thoi gian tur sau
nhimg nim 1970 dén cudi nhitng nam 1990.
Diéu nay c6 nghia rang ethnic studies van
con la mot Iinh vuc méi cia nghién clru va
dao tao chuyén nghié¢p & Biac My. Su phat
trién cia nganh ethnic studies dugc cho 1a
gan lién véi phong trao quyén dan sy hinh
thanh tir nhitng nam cudi 1960 va 70 & My
trong d6 nhitng ngudi thiéu sé6 da mau ngay
cang y thurc rd hon vai tro cia minh trong xa
hoi. Pai hoc San Fransisco State University
c¢6 thé duoc xem 14 noi tién phong trong viéc
phat trién nganh Dan toc hoc & My. Véi su
nd lyc gop stc cia cac hoi doan thicu s6 da

mau nhu Black Student Union, Latin
American Students Organization, Asian
American  Political  Alliance, Pilipino

American Collegiate Endeavor, va Native
American Students Union, mot truong dao
tao vé& ethnic studies da duoc 1ap ra ¢ dai
hoc nay tor ndm 1969. Chi sau dé vai nam,
Hoi nghién ctru cac dan toc & My (The
National Association for Ethnic Studies) da
duoc thanh 1ap (1972) nhim tao ra mot moi
truong hoc thuat lién nganh vé nhirng chiéu
kich khac nhau cua van dé toc ngudi & tim
qudc gia va qudc t&*. T d6 tré di, cac
truong dai hoc danh tiéng & My bit dau quan
tam nhiéu hon dén véan dé dan toc, din dén su
ra doi hang loat cic bd mon nghién cliru va
dao tao vé Dan toc hoc.

3 Thong tin chi tiét vé Hoi Dan toc hoc My, xin xem
tai trang web http://ethnicstudies.org/

Trudc hét, can phai noéi ring Dan toc
hoc My dat mbi quan tam chinh vao cac tdc
ngudi/ching toc dang sinh sdng & trong 1anh
thé qudc gia va méi quan hé khu vuc va
qudc té cua ho. Trong tim dao tao va quan
tdm nghién ctru cua cac bd mon va hoc vién
Dan toc hoc thudc cac truong dai hoc 16n &
Bic My hudng vao ba van dé 16n: 1) Toc
nguoi (ethnicity), ching toc (race) va quan
hé toc nguoi (ethnic relations); 2) Tinh ban
dia (indigeneity) va ban sic (identity) cia
cac toc nguoi va chung toc; va 3) Lich su
nhap cu va cac mdi lién hé xuyén qudc gia
va khu vuc cta céc sic toc & My.

Ngoai ra, mdi bo mon lai ¢ xu hudng
nhan manh vao mot vai quan tdm chuyén
sau vé cac chu dé nhu trao luu xa hoi, lich
sir chinh tri, ngon ngir, tiép bién vin hoa,
tinh trang phan biét dbi xur, cac khudn mau
bénh tat, van dé gidi va tinh duc ¢ cac dan
toc/cong dong da mau khac nhau.

Gan day, cac bd moén Dan tdc hoc co
xu hudéng mé rong nghién ctru ra nhom dan
da trang va hudng dén cac phén tich so sanh
van hoa, 16i sdng cua cac nhom cu dan. Véi
tu cach la mdt hop phén cua Dan tdc hoc,
nghién ctu vé dan da tring (whiteness
studies) c6 khuynh hudng tap trung vao cac
khia canh nhu dia vi chinh tri va luat phap
ctia ngudi da tring dd duoc cdu trac va bao
vé nhu thé nao trong mdi lién hé véi cac
nhom da mau khac. Chu nghia chung tdc
(racism) va cac diéu kién xa hoi, chinh trj va
kinh té thuong dugc cht ¥ xem xét nhu 1a
nhimg yéu t6 dau tién tao ra va sip dit quan
hé gitra cac sic dan & My.

Vé mit phuong phép nghién ciu,
ethnic studies My luon khing dinh day la
mdt khoa hoc duva trén phuong phap lién
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nganh (interdisciplinary) trong khi mot vai
bd mon cho rang ho c6 xu huéng két hop
gitra phuong phéap nghién ctru (Dan tdc hoc)
truyén théng va hién dai. Gan déy, so sanh
van héa nhu mot phuong phap tiép can ciing
duogc dua vao chuong trinh dao tao dan toc
hoc & nhiéu bd mén Dan toc hoc.

DPéi twong nghién ctu va giang day
chinh ¢ cac bd mén Dan toc hoc My 1a bon
nhom sic dan thiéu sd, bao gdm nguoi My
gdc Phi (African American), ngudi My goc
A (Asian American), ngudi My gdc Latin
(Chicano/Hispanic, hay cu dan gbc Y, Tay
ban Nha, Bd Dao Nha), va thd dan My
(Native American). Do dic thu cua tiéu
bang, m{t vai dai hoc con mé rong gidng
day vé cac nhom tho dan Hawaiians, Nhat
ban, Hoa, Filipinos va ca nguoi da tring
(Caucasians).

Trong khi viéc nghién clru va giang
day Déan toc hoc cua cac truong dai hoc cod
xu hudng ngay cang md rong thi b mon
nay ciing thuong nhan dugc nhiéu ¥ kién
phé phén, dic biét 1a su trdi day cia trao luu
tu twong bao thu (conservative movement) ¢
My¥ nhitng nam 1990. Nhiing nguoi di theo
trao luu tu tuéng nay cho rang Dan toc hoc
My thuc ra chi 13 san pham cua tu tudng
canh ta, n6 chi co6 tdc dung huy hoai cac gia
tri hoc thuat cua khoa hoc. Nam 1998, nha
Dan toc hoc ndi tiéng vé lich st va van hoa
thd dan My Ward LeRoy Churchill (Gigo su
Dan toc hoc, Pai hoc Colorado at Boulder)
da cho xuit ban mot nghién ciru gy tranh
cdi vé chu nghia hoa binh ctia M§. Trong do,
6ng cho rang chi nghia hoa binh thyc ra chi
1a mot tro hé dao dirc gia, trén thuc té 1a chu
nghia phan biét chung toc va khong cé hi¢u
luc. Ong ciing cho rang chinh sach thd dan

cua My doc ac nhu mot chu truong diét
chung. Pac biét, ong tranh luan réng viéc
Hoa Ky dit ra Luat vé Huyét Théng (Blood
Quantum Law)* dua trén nguyén tic vé& huyét
thong (descendency) 1a nhim phuc vu muc
dich lam giau cho ca nhan va la mot thu doan
chinh tri (Churchill, 1998). Véi chu truong
phé phéan chinh sach dan tdc cia Nha nude va
viéc khai bdo ngudn gbc thd dan khong rd
rang cta minh, ong bi két luan 13 ¢6 hanh vi
sai trai va bi dudi khoi truong dai hoc. Tuy
nhién, tu tudng cua ong da dugc nhiing
nguoi canh hiru st dung, 1am bung lén cudc
tranh ludn phé phan b mén Dan toc hoc cia
cac truong dai hoc My, xem n6é nhu nhiing
hang 6 cia chii nghia chdng lai nude My, noi
chi dé quang ba cho tu tudng xem cac nhom
dan toc nhu 1a nhitng “nan nhan” cta xa hoi
M7 hon 1a san XUt ra cac tu tuong hoc thuat
nghiém tuc (Churchill, Spring 2005).

* Blood Quantum Laws, hay con goi la Indian Blood
Laws duogc tao ra lan dau tién vao niam 1705 & bang
Virginia, ltc ban dau 1a dé han ché cic quyén cta thd
dan My hoac nguoi lai thd dan. Luét nay it dugc van
dung cho dén nam 1934, khi chinh phit My ra dao luat
cong nhan ngudi thd dan (Indian Reorganzation Act),
da str dung luat nay dé cong nhan tu cach thanh vién toc
ngudi/thd dan cua cong dan My. Theo lut ndy thi thanh
vién mét toc nguoi thd dan My co quyén loi tai chinh va
cac quyén loi khéc theo cac thoa thuin bat dong san
hoic mua ban dat dai. Lugng huyét théng (blood
quantum) 1a thuat ngir dugc ding dé mé ta mic do gan
hay xa cua t6 tién mot ca nhan dé xem nguoi d6 co con
thudc vé thanh vién cia mot chung td¢ hay mot nhdm
dan toc thd dan hay khong. Vi du, dé xac dinh xem mot
ngudi con 1a “thd dan” chinh hiéu hay khong, nguoi ta
truy nguyén gdc gac o tién nhidu doi trude ciia ngudi
d6 thong qua lich str két hon voi ngudi cing toc/giéng
hay khac tdc, va tir d6 dua ra mdt tiéu chi dé tinh xem
“lugng mau” (blood quantum) thd dan con 14 bao nhiéu
phan trim. Tuy nhién, mdi bang lai co tiéu chi khac
nhau dé xac dinh xem mot c4 nhin c6 con thudc vé
toc/ching ctia minh khong hay goc gic da nhat vi lai
tring qua nhiéu doi réi. Xem: Paul Spruhan (2001), “A
Legal History of Blood Quantum in Federal Indian Law
to 19357, Social Science Electronic Publishing, Inc.
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Cudc tranh luan vé tim quan trong cua
Dan toc hoc ddi v6i xa hoi My tré nén am §
hon vao nhiing ndm 1990 & bang Arizona,
khi mot s6 nha chinh tri bao thu cua bang
nay cho rang Dén toc hoc di tr& nén 16i
thoi vi né duoc tao ra boi va chi dé cho mot
s6 nhom sic toc riéng. N6 quang ba 1ong
thi han nguoi da tring va tinh than c6 két
ctia cac nhom thiéu sd. Ban chat nguy hai
va v bd ciia Dan toc hoc 12 & chd nod tao ra
su chia r& x4 hoi ma trudc d6 khong ton tai.
Thay vi tdp trung vdo cac nhom sic toc
riéng ré, cic nha chinh tri cép tién bang
Arizona cho rang Dan toc hoc can nghién
ctru va giang day vé da dang van hoéa, vi
theo ho, d6 m¢i 1a dac trung van hoa cia
nuéc My va dao tao phai phan anh dugc
dac diém do (Okihoro, 2010)5. Tham chi, di
xa hon, vao thang 5/2010, bang Arizona da
quyét dinh bii bo viéc giang day mon Dan
toc hoc & cac trudng phd thong vi theo lanh
dao bang, n6 truyén ba tinh than cb két dan
toc va long oan han dbi véi cac ching tdc
va giai tang xd hoi khac hodc nhim vao
viéc phé phéan chinh sach cua chinh phu My
(Dills, 2012; xem thém: CNN, 13/5/2010;
http://revcom.us/a/202/arizona-en.html)®.

® Gary Y. Okihiro 13 Gido su v& chinh sach cong va
quan hé quéc té & Pai hoc Columbia, My. Ong dong
thoi 1a nguoi sang 1ap Trung tdm Nghién ctru Dan tdc
hoc va Ching tdc thugc DH Columbia. Xem bai viét
cia ong “Tuong lai cia Dan toc hoc” [The Future of
Ethnic Studies, The field is under assault from without
and within] dang trén http://chronicle.com/article/The-
Future-of-Ethnic-Studies/66092/.

® Dills, Isabelle, Educators speak out for ethnic studies.
Napavalley Register, 5 May 2012.
http://napavalleyregister.com/news/local/educators-
speak-out-for-ethnic-studies/article_68b242b8-9666-
11el-b7ee-0019bb2963f4.html. Xem thém: “Arizona
limits ethnic studies in public schools. CNN, 13 May
2010; “Arizona Law Targets Ethnic Studies”,
http://revcom.us/a/202/arizona-en.html

Tuy nhién, quan diém cua bang
Aizona chi 13 c4 biét. Quan diém chung cua
nhirmg ngudi dau tranh cho sy can thiét phai
phat trién moén Dan toc hoc trong hé théng
gido dyc phd théng va dai hoc My tranh ludn
rang Dan toc hoc d3 an sdu bén ré trong lich
str, truyén théng va triét Iy cua nguoi dan da
mau My. N6 ¢b vii cho sy cong bang va
binh ddng x4 hoi, tao ra va truyén cam himg
cho nhiing tiéng néi méi trong khoa hoc dé
hiéu ddy du hon vé cdu chuyén cua nudc
My. Hon thé, n6 co vai trd trong thay doi
cac quan diém hoc thuat bt chap nhiing
luan thuyét truyén ba sai 1éch vé cac gia tri
can ban (Monteiro, 2010).

Quyét dinh cta bang Arizona bai bo
moén Dan tdc hoc trong chuong trinh gido
duc phd thong di vap phai su phan ddi dir
ddi cua cong luan, va tham chi 1a sy téy
chay hop tdc cua cac bang khac (CNN,
13/5/2010). Can nhic lai rang mot budc
ngoat trong lich st Dan toc hoc My duoc
ghi vao nam 1996 khi hang ngan gido vién
va sinh vién PH Columbia My di t6 chirc
biéu tinh doi lanh dao nha truong phai ngay
1ap tic thanh 1ap by mon Dan toc hoc. Chi
sau 10 ngay phan ddi tuyét thyc, lanh dao
dai hoc da nhuong bg, va ngay trong nam
do, B moén Dan toc hoc dugc thanh lap
(http://www.asianweek.com/051096/Campu
sPoli.html). Nhitng tranh cai lién quan dén
vai tro cua Dan tdc hoc trong chuong trinh
giao duc phé thong va dai hoc da tao dugc
su quan tam dac biét cua Hiép hdi Gido duc
Quéc gia Hoa Ky (The National Education),
mot td chuc dai dién cho 3,2 triéu gido vién
tiéu hoc, trung hoc va dai hoc My. Nam
2011, t6 chirc nay da tién hanh mot cudc
diéu tra quy mé 16n nham danh gia vai trd
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cua Dan tc hoc trong chuong trinh gido duc
qudc gia. Bdo cao diéu tra két ludn rang “ca
sinh vién da mau va da tring déu nhan thiy
mon Dan tdc hoc mang lai cho ho 1gi ich
khong chi vé hoc thuit ma ca vé xa hoi.
Chuong trinh giang day Dan tdc hoc duoc
thiét ké hét strc khoa hoc, né gitip cho sinh
vién l4p ddy nhirmg khéac biét vn da ton tai
trong thuc t& va Iy thuyét. Va do do, dan
toc c6 mot vai tro quan trong trong vi¢c xay
dép mét nén dan chu da van hoa thuc su va
phat trién caa hé théng gido duc. Két luan
ctia Hiép hoi Gido duc My da cho thay Dan
toc hoc c6 mdt y nghia va vai trd quan
trong nhu thé nao trong hé théng gido duc
va dao tao cia My~ (Sleeter, 2011).

Cudc tranh luan vé vai trd cua Dan
toc hoc trong hé théng dao tao cua nudc
My vén dang tiép dién, va d6 1a hién tuong
binh thuong trong mot xa hoi dan chu khoa
hoc ma ai cling c6 quyén ty do phat bicu
quan diém cua minh. Nhiing tranh luin
phan ddi hay tng h néi trén dudng nhu
khong anh huéng nhiéu dén Dan toc hoc
M§. Mén hoc nay van khong nging mo
rong quy md dao tao va linh vuc nghién
ctru trén co s¢ lién nganh. Tuy nhién, cling
can phai nhin nhan rang céc tranh luan vé
vai tro cua Dan toc hoc & My da néu trén
duong nhu chiu tdic dong cua hoi hudng
chinh tri cta cac dang phai khac nhau va
quan diém quan 1y x3 hoi cua ho.

2. Dic diém cia Dan toc hoc My
(sw khac biét giira ethnic studies va ethnology)

Trudc hét, vé lich sic hinh thanh va
phat trién, Dan toc hoc ethnic studies & My
la mgt nganh hoc mai duge hinh thanh gén
day, co lich st mudn hon nhiéu so vdi

ethnology. Bo mon ethnic studies dugc
thanh 1ap sém nhét nhu & Pai hoc Colorado
ciing chi méi 6 lich st tir nim 1969, phan 16n
C&C bd moén va trung tdm hay vién nghién ctru
con lai ra doi tir cudi nhitng thap nién 1970
dén 1990°. Ethnology chu yéu duoc xem la
mot khoa hoc gén véi chu nghia thyc dan,
thAm d4m tinh than eurocentric lay chau Au
1am trung tim dé nghién ctru cac nén van hoa
ngoai chau Au. Trong khi d6, ethnic studies ra
doi trong hoan canh bung nd cudc déu tranh
ctia nguoi thiéu s da mau & My chéng lai sy
phan biét di xtr va bat binh dang xa hoi, va
do do, c6 xu huéng quan tdm nhiéu hon vao
cac phan tich c6 tinh phé phan cdu trlc x hoi
dua trén ching toc va sdc toc clia nudc M§.

Thé hai, vé doi twong nghién cuu, ca
hai nganh hoc déu c6 mdi quan tdm nghién
ctru chung vé cac dan toc va chung toc. Cac
dé tai kinh dién cia hai nganh hoc nay chu
yéu van xoay quanh phén tich va so sénh
nguén géc, su phan bd, k¥ thuat hoc, ton
gido, ngdn ngir, va cau triic xa hoi cia cac
dan toc/chung toc. Tuy nhién, by mon
ethnic studies chi yéu tap trung vao cac
dan tdc va chung tdc thiéu s6 da mau sinh
song trén lanh thé nudc My va quan hé cia
cac tdc nay v6i coi ngudn gbe gac cia ho &
noi xuit cu. Trong khi d6, ethnology c6
khuynh huéng tiép tuc truyén théng Dan
toc hoc thuc dan, nghién ctru céc toc nguoi
va chung tdc trén thé gioi, dac biét 1a cac
dan tdc va chung tdc & cac chau luc dang
phat trién A, Phi va My La tinh.

" Hoi Dan toc hoc My (The National Association for
Ethnic Studies, NAES) duogc thanh 1ap vao nam 1972
¢6 tac dung nhu mot td chic nghé nghiép thuc day
cac hoat dong dao tao va nghién ctru Dan tdc hoc &
nudc My. http://ethnicstudies.org/
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Thir ba, vé ban chat cta phuong phép tiép
can trong dao tao va nghién ctru, ethnic studies la
nganh hoc ¢6 tinh lién nganh
(interdisciplinary) va da nganh (multidisciplinary)
trong khi ethnology 1a mot chuyén nganh
(specialized disciplinary) thuéc khoa Nhan
loai hoc (anthropology) c6 khuynh hudng
nghién cru co ban va quan tdm khoa hoc rong

mot

hon. Gan déy, chung ta thiy trong nghién ctru
va dao tao, ethnology ciing bit diu nhin manh
vao tiép can lién nganh va tng dung, nhung
vé ban chat hoc thuat, bd mon nay van duoc
xem la mét chuyén nganh doc lap va nghién
clru co ban vé vin héa - x3 hdi céc tdc nguoi.
Viéc van dung cac nguyén tac tiép can cua
cac khoa hoc khac chi nhim muc dich lam
sau hon kién thic chuyén nganh cia
ethnology ma thoi.

3. Ly thuyét vé tinh dan tdc
(ethnicity) va van dé tdc ngudi & My

Nhiéu ngudi My co thé biét gdc gic
cua ho thudc mdt toc ngudi nao dd6 nhung
viéc chimg minh ngudn gdc thi lai 1 mot
van d¢ khac. Pa c6 nguoi hoi cac nha Dan
toc hoc My van dé nay: “Toi biét toi 1a
nguoi dan toc Cherokee, nhung lam sao to6i
c6 thé ching minh dugc ngudn gdc cua
minh?”®, Nha nghién cuu Christina Berry
cho biét c6 mot cach dé luat phap My cong
nhan thanh phan dén tdc ciia ngudi thd dan
1a truy vé pha hé cua ho thong qua cac ghi
chép con luu giit duge trong van khd. Ba
cho biét c¢6 16 cubn sb ghi chép vé quan hé
ctia nguoi Cherokee véi Chinh phu tor nam
1817 dén nam 1924. Céc cubn sd gdc nay,

8 Cherokee 1 tén goi mot toc nguoi thé dan
My  thuéc nhom  ngdon nglt  Iroquois;
http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/watkins/cherokee.htm

cung voi tai liéu thdng ké ciia Chinh phu
lién bang & vung thdé dan Indian trong cac
nim 1860 - 1900, va diéu tra dan sb
Cherokee 1880 dugc xem la nhiing tai li€u
chinh thtc giup nhiing nguoi thd dan
Cherokee truy nguyén vé ngudn gdc cua
minh dé dugc dam bao quyén loi do phap
luat quy dinh danh cho thé dan lién quan
dén viéc mua ban hay phan chia dat dai
(Berry, 2008).

Vi¢c tu nhan minh 1a ngudi thiéu sd
thudc mot tdc thod dan My va mudn duogc
phap luat thira nhan chu yéu dé bao vé
quyén loi kinh té cta thd dan. Tuy nhién,
do dong co cua viéc xac dinh 1a 1¢i ich kinh
té ma ho thuong gip phai ric rdi vi phai
trinh ra duoc béng chung xac thuc theo luat
dinh. Truong hop Gido su Churchil Ward,
mot nha Dan toc hoc ndi tiéng vé thd dan 1a
mét vi du dién hinh. Nam 2005, ong tuyén
bd minh 12 mot ngudi thd dan, 3/16 huyét
théng cta 6ng thudc toc ngudi Cherokee vé
dang me, va mot ty 1& nhit dinh huyét
théng vé dang cha thudc toc ngudi Creek.
Vi¢c ong tu xac dinh thanh phén toc nguoi
ctia minh thudc toc Cherokee thé dan My
dd gy ra cudc tranh cdi am 1 vi co y kién
cho ring dong co ding sau viéc ong khai
nhan 14 nguoi Cherokee thd dan 1a dé duoc
phong chire gido su dai hoc vé thé dan My.
Cac nha pha hé hoc da diéu tra nhiéu nguén
tai liéu ghi chép vé cac chi phai cua toc
ngudi Cherokee ma theo ho 1a tdc nguoi
sinh séng thanh cac cong dong cu dan &
ving Virginia, Bac Carolina, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Alabama va Georgia trudc nam
1835. Cac nha diéu tra cho ring mot ngudi tu
cho minh la con chdu cua tdc nguoi


http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/watkins/cherokee.htm

Tap chi Dan toc hoc s’ 1&2 — 2013

109

Cherokee thi phai c6 t6 tién sinh sdng & cac
bang nay vao thoi ky trudc nam 1835. Dua
vao viéc phan tich cac pha hé lién quan dén
khai béo ctia Churchill, cic nha diéu tra két
luén “Churchill hoan toan 14 ngudi gbe Au va
khong c6 huyét thong véi ngudi Cherokee
Indian”. Pay cling 1a mot trong nhitng 1y do
khién ong bi cach chic Gido su Dan toc hoc
va dudi khoi truong dai hoc Colorado
(http://ancestryman.blogspot.com/2005/02/

ward-churchill-not-of-native-erican.html).

Cho dén nay, cic toc ngudi thd dan
My van st dung luat Blood Quantum Laws
1934 d¢ xéc dinh tu cach thanh vién clia toc
nguoi. Ludt ndy doi hoi mot nguoi dugc
xem la thanh vién ctia mot toc ngudi néu co
dong doi to tién duoc liét ké trong s6 bod
thong ké ctia Chinh phu dugc lap ra tir
cudi thé ky XIX dén dau thé ky XX voi
mot luong huyét thong tdi thiéu, tiy vao
quy dinh cua ting toc nguoi cu thé, vi du:
5/8 (toc Ute), 1/4 (toc Keetoowah) hay 1/16
(tdc Cherokee)...°

Tuy nhién, Luat Blood Quantum chi la
mot cong cu tham khao dé chéng lai tinh
khong trung thyc trong khai bao thanh phan
toc nguoi c6 dong co vu loi. Phai dai dong
dan ra vi du trén dé thy rang viéc xac dinh
thanh phan tdc ngudi clia cu dan & cac quic
gia ¢6 qua trinh di cu, cong cu va hdn huyét
ciia nhiu nhém cu dan thudc cac thanh
phan nhan ching va toc ngudi khac nhau
phuc tap nhu My, Australia hay Vuong
quéc Anh, 1a mdt viéc vd cung khé khan.
Cau hoi vé& gbc gac gidng noi ciia mot con
ngudi khong chi 13 nhu ciu cia mot ca nhan,

® Xem thém chu thich 4 vé Blood Quantum Laws
trong bai viét nay.

ma ctling la doi hdi cua cong tac quan ly nha
nude nham phuc vu chinh sach xa hoi. Tuy
nhién, dwa vao tiéu chi nao dé xac dinh
thanh phan toc nguoi khong hé don gian.
Cac qudc gia theo truong phai 1y thuyét
“vain hoa quyét dinh luan” (Cultural
Determinism)10 trong Dan toc hoc nhu Viét
Nam thuong 13y tiéu chi ngén ngit, ddc diém
van héa va y thirc ty gidc dé xac dinh thanh
phan toc nguoi ma khong xem xét dén tiéu
chi ngudn gbc lich st va chung toc™. Tuy
nhién, 1y ludn nay khong thé 4p dung vao
cic nudc cd qua trinh hoa nhdp sic
toc/chung toc lau doi nhu cac qudc gia Anh
- MJ. Trén thuc té, qua trinh hdi nhap vé
huyét thdng cia cac ching toc va cac nén
vin héa & cac xa hoi Au - My di tro nén sau
sic dén ndi trong nhiéu trudng hop mot ca
nhan khong thé tu xic dinh minh thudc vé
chung tdc hay toc nguodi nao. Khéi niém da
chung toc (multiracial hay mixed-race) da
dugce sir dung dé mo ta ngudi hay nhom
ngudi co to tién 1a ngudi da chung tdc/sic
toc. Nhitng nguodi dugc goi la da ching
tdc/sic toc thuong c6 cha me ong ba la
nguoi c¢6 nhiéu hon hai chung tdc trong
huyét théng ciia minh*?.

1% Cultural determinism cho riang nén vin hoa nudi
dudng ching ta ¢6 vai trd quyét dinh trong viéc chung ta
14 ai, & ca cip d6 hanh vi img x(r va tinh cam. Quan diém
nay tng ho 1y thuyét cho ring anh huéng ciia méi trudng
song chi phdi viéc chung ta nhan ra minh 14 ai chir khong
phai dong ddi huyét thong ma chung ta thira hudng.

1 Trén thuc té, & Viét Nam ciing c6 nhimg cong dong da
séc toc A, Au, Phi dong t6i hang trim ngan ngudi do hau
qua cuia hai cudc chién tranh ctua Phip va My & DPong
Duong. Cha me ho c6 thé 1a nguoi hdn huyét Au, Phi,
Anhdieng va c6 con véi phu nit sic toc Kinh hodc thiéu
s6 nao d6 & Viét Nam. Con céi ctia ho thuoc nhém hdn
huyét va ban than ho c¢6 thé xép viao nhom da sic
toc/chiing toc vi ho mang trong minh dong méau cua nhiéu
sic toc va ching tdc.

12 Tai liéu thng ké phan loai toc nguoi & Anh - My cho
thiy c6 khoang 2,7% dan s6 My, 2% dan s6 Canada va
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Do dic diém co6 tinh lich s cua cu
dan nén van dé& ban sic dan toc (ethnic
identity hay ethnicity) va tinh ban dia
(indigeneity) thuong dugc xem la nhitng
trong tam trong cac tranh ludn hoc thuéat
ctia mon Dan tdc hoc & Bic My. Thuyc ra,
su quan tdm vé ban sic toc nguoi hay tinh
toc ngudi (ethnicity) chi tré nén phd bién
trén dién dan hoc thuit & Bic M7 tur sau
nhitng nam 1960, va dugc thdo ludn sau
rong hon sau khi hang loat b mon Dan tde
hoc dugc thanh 1ap ¢ céc truong dai hoc tir
nam 1970 tré di (Barth, 1969a).

Vé mit 1y thuyét, cho dén nay ton tai
ba truong phai 10n tiép can van dé tinh dan
toc (ethnicity). Cac truong phai nay duoc
goi tén la primordialist (hay essentialist);
instrumentalist (hay circumstantialist); cé
thé tam dich ra tiéng Viét 14 trudng phai ban
thé luan va truong phai tinh huéng luan.

Ban thé luan (thuat ngir primordial c6
nghia 1a nguyén so, gdc) co cdi ngudn tu
tudng tir chu nghia lang man trong khoa hoc
xa hoi Pirc hoi thé ky XIX; trong d6, cho
réng tinh toc nguoi 1a mot thuc thé khach
quan cé tinh nguyén so ban dau cua con
ngudi voi cac dic diém vé ngdn ngir, lanh
thd cu tra, tim 1y chung va la thanh vién
dugc cong nhan cia cong dong (Van den
Beerghe, 1981). Tu tudng ban dau nay da
duogc Shils (1957) va Geetz (1973) phat trién
thanh mot hé thong 1y luan (Geertz, 1973).
Cac tac gia nay tin rang ban sic/tinh toc
nguoi 1a mot ton tai xa hoi duge gia thiét 1a

1,3% dan $0 Vuong quéc Anh ty nhan minh thudc nhom
da sic toc/chung toc. Xem: Aspinall, P. J. (2003), “The
conceptualisation and  Categorisation of Mixed
Race/Ethnicity in Britain and North America: Identity
Options and the Role of the State”, International
Journal of Intercultural Relations, Vol. 27, No. 3,
May 2003, tr. 269-296.

dd c6 sin ngay tir ban dau, néi mot ngon
nglr riéng, hoac mot phuong ngir v4i nhitng
tap tuc xa hdi riéng. Jack Eller va Reed
Coughlan (1993, tr. 87) di tom tat tu tuong
cia ban thé luan thanh ba diém chinh:
(1) Ban sic nguyén so ban dau khong dén tir
bén ngoai, thong qua tiép xic ma moi tiép
xuc déu dugce tién hanh tir bén trong thuc thé
nguyén géc, do d06, no6 1a “ty nhién”, mot
dang tinh cdm co6 tinh tam linh va ¢6 lich su
lau doi; (2) Nhitng tinh cam nguyén so iy
“khong thé tac dong”, ché ngu hay rang
budc va khong thé phan tich dugc trong mdi
lién hé véi cac tuong tac xa hoi. Néu mot ca
nhan 13 thanh vién ciia mot nhém, nguoi dy
nhit thiét cam thdy sy gin bé v6i nhom do
VA CA4C tap tuc cta nd (nhét 1a ngdn ngir va
van hoa); (3) Ban thé luan chu yéu 1a mot
trang thai cdm xGc va mot khai niém ma
nguoi ta thuong xuyén phai lam vdi tinh
cam hodc ban sic khac voi cac loai ban séc
khac vé mat dinh tinh ma ta co thé goi la
trang thai dé xuc dong (affectivity).

Pé tom tat, ¢ thé thdy tu tuong cua
truong phai ban thé luan dugc thé hién &
quan diém cho rang:

- Ban sic toc nguoi ¢ tinh cin ban
hon céc loai ban sic khac. Tinh toc ngudi
khong phai 1a van dé caa sy toan tinh duy ly
161 1. N6 thude vé linh vue xtc cdm.

- Pong luc cua tinh tdc nguodi dugce
thiic day béi cam xtc ch khong phai boi
tac dong cia bdi canh.

- Xung dot dua trén tinh toc nguoi la
kho tranh va tinh truong tén cua ban sic
dugc xem la duong nhién.

- Trong khi d6, truong phéi tinh huéng
lugn dua ra mot hé théng quan diém doi
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nghich dé phan bac. Cac nha nghién cuau
thude truong phéai nay cho rang tinh toc
ngudi thuc ra chi 1a mot phuong tién dau
tranh tap thé dé gianh lay loi thé vat chat hoic
chinh tri trong vii dai xa hoi ma thdi. Cac nha
nghién ctu tinh huong ludn tin rang nhiing
tuyén bd tap thé vé tinh toc ngudi va vi thé
dan toc thyc ra duoc dua trén sy huyén hoic
do gidi khoa hoc va chinh tri tao ra, tuyén
truyén va thao ting nham tim kiém su cong
nhan va quyén lyc. Tinh toc nguoi dugc xem
nhu 1a mot phan cia mot kich ban dugc tinh
toan va lua chon cé y thac bai mot ca nhan
hay mot nhom nguoi nham théa man loi ich
va dat dwoc nhitng muc tidu nhat dinh. Bién
giGi toc nguoi thyc ra chi 1a nhiing thanh t6
khong ngumg duoc tai tao, dé bi xuyén pha va
twong ddi long 1¢o (Barth, 1969b).

Pé tom tat, co thé néu ra bon quan
diém chinh cua trudng phéi ndy nhu sau:

- Tinh toc nguoi khong can ban hon
hoiac manh hon céc loai ban sic khac.

- Tinh toc nguoi khong phai 1a mot ¢b
két chat chd. Cac c& nhan c6 nhiéu ban sic
Va CAC ban sic nay thay doi tly thugc vao
béi canh sinh ton.

- Pong luc 1a dé dat dugc mot céi gi
do6. Nguoi ta tham gia vao cac trao luu toc
ngudi khi c6 mét ich loi gi d6 dé lam nhu
vay. Hon nira, khi né c6 ich, nguoi ta tham
chi sang tao ra nhitng ban siac méi.

- Tinh toc nguoi dan dén xung dot khi
nguoi ta tham gia vao xung dot sé dat duoc
cai gi do.

Nhimng quan diém dbi lap vé tinh toc
nguoi cua hai truong phai 1y thuyét noi trén
c6 vé dugc dua trén nhitng 1ap luan c6 tinh

cuc doan. Thuec ra, c6 thé dé)ng y vO1 ban thé
ludn & chd né cho rang tinh toc ngudi khong
phai bdng dung ma c6, né phai dugc hinh
thanh trén co s¢ ¥ thic cua cong dong vé
mot cdi ngudn chung, trong d6, cac thanh
vién cua cong dong tin rang nhitng dic diém
chung vé van héa ma ho chia sé 1a bang
chung. Nhu cach giai thich cua Keyes
(1976, tr. 208; 1979), coi ngudn chung cua
mot toc nguoi khong giéng nhu pha hé cua
mot dong ho. N6 khong nhat thiét phai 1a
mot sy kién c6 that nhung niém tin vé mot
cdi nguon chung ddi véi ho ciing c¢6 gia tri
nhu mdt sy kién cé that. Trén co sé quan
diém nhu vay, Keyes di goi y rang co so
cta sy ton tai ctia mot cong d@)ng dan cu voi
tinh cach la mot dan toc khong phai 1a ban
than nhitng dic diém vin hoa, ké ca nhiing
dic diém ro rét ma mot nguoi quan sat tu
bén ngoai co thé nhén théy duoc. Vi du,
hang tram ngan ngudoi Hmong dang sinh
song tai M§ chang han, phan déng ho khong
con noéi tiéng Hmoéng, mic quan 4o, nha o,
thirc an kiéu truyén thong, c6 nghia la nhimg
nét van hoa dic trung ma ta nhin thiy khong
con hién dién, nhung ho van tu nhan minh
1a ngudi Hmong, va khi gip nhau ho dé
dang nhan ra nhau, tham chi 1a thir bac
trong quan hé than tdc nho vao truy nguyén
gdc gac 6 tién va tén goi ctia minh. Twong
tu nhu vay, hau hét ngudi Hoa ¢ Thai Lan
da hoi nhdp siu vao xa hoi Thai dia phuong
va khong con néi tiéng Hoa me dé nhung
ho van nhan la nguoi Hoa do truy nguyén
ngudn gdc ctia minh.

Tuy nhién, phai thira nhan mdt thyc té
rang ban sic toc nguoi khong phai 1a mot
thuc thé vinh vién va bét bién nhu ban thé
lugn da gia thiét. Ban sic toc nguoi ¢ thé
thay d6i khi x4 hoi thay ddi, va chiac chin
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chung khong phai 1a cai gi “sau kin”, riéng
tu va bat bién. Pidu do ciing c6 nghia rang
buc tranh thanh phén dan toc & mot dia
phuong nao dé khong phai lic nao cling ro
rang, dut khoat va bat bién. Néu khong luu y
dén nhitng yéu tb thay ddi theo tinh hudng
nay, nha nghién ctru c6 thé dua ra moét mo
hinh phan loai chat ch&, dat khoat va trong
mdt sd truong hop, c6 thé ho vo tinh got dila
thuc té& nhu kiéu “d&o chan cho vira gidy”
(Eriksen, 1993, tr. 62).

Cudc tranh luan vé tinh toc nguoi gilra
hai truong phai 1y thuyét néi trén, du su
khéc biét ¢o tinh ddi 1ap, da mang lai nhitng
nhan thirc mai cia gidi Dan toc hoc vé khai
niém tinh toc ngudi. Nhan xét vé sy khac
biét nay, Phan Ngoc Chién cho rang gidi
nghién ctru gan day néi chung c6 quan diém
dung hoa giita hai 1y thuyét va “thira nhan
réng ban chét hién tugng dan toc chura dung
nhirng khia canh khac nhau ma ca hai quan
diém 1y thuyét da néu 1én” (2005).

Nhitng quan diém 1y thuyét vé tinh toc
nguoi néi trén mot mat phan anh tinh da
dang va phtrc tap cua buc tranh toc nguoi ¢
cac xa hoi Au My, nhung mit khac, n6 ciing
goi ra nhilng quan niém khac nhau vé tinh
toc nguoi. Trén thuc té phan loai tdc nguoi
& Bic My, Anh va Uc, nguoi ta khong thé
tach bach dugc hai hién tugng tdc nguoi
(ethnic) va chung toc (race) vi hién tuong
hdn huyét chang chéo giita cac chung toc va
dan toc nhu dugc phan anh trong khai ni¢m
da sic toc/chung toc ciia mot by phén cu
dan. Va déy 1a Iy do xuat hién trang thai mo
ho vé ban sic & nhidu cong dong dan cu. Vi
vdy, cac nha thong ké va quan ly dan sb
thuong dau dau véi cac tiéu chi phan loai

toc nguoi. To chirc The Australian Standard
Classification of Cultural and Ethnic
Groups (ASCCEG) sir dung céac thong tin
lién quan cac chu dé nhu t6 tién, ban sic toc
ngudi, va da dang van hoéa dé phan tich.
Ngudi ta cho rang ban than tir ethnicity va
ethnic gin véi nhimg y nghia khac nhau
nhung ndi chung, dir liéu vé ngudn gdc
thuong dugc st dung nhu mot yéu td quan
trong trong mdi lién hé v6i mot hay nhiéu
yéu t6 khac, trong d6 c¢6 cac yéu td than toc,
ton gido, ngodn ngir, dia ban cu tra, dan toc
va biéu hién bé ngoai ctia nhan chiing
(ASCCEG, 2012; xem: Borrie CBE, 1984).

Céc nha théng ké Anh va My dudng
nhu cling chia sé quan niém chung trong dinh
nghia vé toc nguoi nhu dugc Berhoud, M. va
Smith (1977) néu ra nhu sau:

“Vé& nguyén tic, mot nhom toc ngudi
dugc xac dinh nhu mot cong dong ngudi ma
trong do céac thanh vién thira huéng nhiing
dic diém chung va lam cho ho khac vdi cac
cong dong khic. Co mot ranh gidi nao d6
phéan biét “ching ta” va “ho”, va ranh giéi
lam nén sy khac bi¢t nay dugc ca hai bén
cong nhan”.

“Tinh toc nguoi (ethnicity) 1a mot hién
tuong da chiéu kich dua trén biéu hién thé
chat (nhan ching), sy xac dinh co tinh chu
quan, mbi quan hé vin héa va ton gido,
khudén mau va sy loai trir xa hoi” (National
Statistics, 2003).

Nhin vao bang phan loai toc nguoi ma
cac nha phan loai My dua trén ti€u chi phan
loai riéng thu duoc cho thdy thanh phan nhan
ching/toc nguoi cua cu dan My dugc phén
thanh cac nhém 16n sau day: White (da tréng),
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Latino, Asian (chau A), Black hay ngudi My
gbc Phi, American Indian/Alaska Native
White (thd dan My, tho dan Alaska da tring
(AIAN), Native Hawaii (thd dan Hawaii va
dao Thai Binh Duong (NHOPI), va cac nhém
nhan ching khac (Mays et al., 2003).

4. Két luan

Dan tdc hoc My ra doi mudn nhung
dang chiém mét vi tri quan trong trong hé
thdng gido duc phd thong va dai hoc. Trén
co s& tiép can lién nganh va da nganh, Dan
tdc hoc My chii yéu nham vao dbi tuong cac
toc ngudi va nhan chung duoc cho 1a thiéu
s6 sinh séng trén lanh thé nudc My va lién

hé than thudc xuyén quéc gia cua ho.

Nhimg nguy co tiém tang cta xung dot
toc nguoi, nhan chung va van hoa cling nhu
nhiing thay d6i trong doi séng xa hoi thé gisi
da lam cho Dan toc hoc M¥ duoc dé cao vin6
nham gido duc cho thé hé tré nhiing kién thirc
vé su khac biét van hoéa va su can thiét phai
ton trong nhitng khac biét thay vi phi bang va
phén biét.

Nhitng tranh luan 1y thuyét vé hién
tuong tc nguoi va quan niém vé tinh toc
nguoi cua cac nha Dan toc hoc My duoc
phat trién trén co s& thuc t& ton tai cua xa
hoi My, mot xa hoi duge gin két trén co s
da dang vé toc nguoi va chung toc. Tuy
nhién, khac véi Viét Nam va Trung Qudc co
xu huong hanh chinh hdéa danh muyc tdc
nguoi, sy phan loai dan toc & cac nudc Au -
M¥$ huéng dén viéc tim hiéu ciu trac vin
hoa va thanh phan tdc ngudi/nhan ching cta
dan sd, dac biét 1a cic khuon miu bénh tat
va chim soc y té.

Viét Nam 13 mot quc gia da sic toc va
van d& nguoi thiéu sé duge Nha nude dic biét
quan tam thong qua hé thong thé ché, phap
luat va chinh sach phat trién. Tuy nhién, hé
théng gido duc phd thong va dai hoc Viét Nam
chua chu trong dén viéc phd bién kién thirc vé
toc nguoi, su da dang van hoa va thai do ton
trong d6i voi nén vin hoa cua cac tdc ngudi
thiéu sb.
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