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LICH SU CHIEC AO KEBAYA —
MOT NET VAN HOA PAC SAC
CUA NGUOI BABA - NYONYA
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PHAN THI HONG XUAN,
NGUYEN THI PHUGNG THAO

1. La thién duong nhiét doi ngay tai
trung tam Pong Nam A, duoc goi bang cai
tén “Chau A thu nho”, “Chau A dich thuc”
- Malaysia 1a mot quéc gia da toc ngudi véi
dan s6 hon 29 triéu dan (Tong cuc Du lich
Malaysia, 2012) bao gdém ngudi Malay,
ngudi Hoa, ngudi An va cac toc nguoi khac
sinh séng hoa hop v6i nhau. Birc tranh da
toc ngudi d3 mang lai cho dit nudc nay
mot nén vin hoéa phong phu “thdng nhat
trong da dang”.

Trong tién trinh xay dung Cong dong
ASEAN 2015, rit can su hiéu biét sdu sic
1an nhau gitta cac thanh vién trong khu ve.
Ké tir thoi diém Viét Nam tré thanh thanh
vién chinh thirc cia ASEAN, di c¢6 nhiéu
cong trinh nghién ctu vé lich su, dan toc
hoc/nhan hoc, vian hoa Malaysia dugc cong
bd. Tuy nhién, do nhiing diéu kién khach
quan va chu quan, da s cic nha khoa hoc
chi quan tdm tim hiéu vé cac toc ngudi 16n
nhu ngudi Hoa, ngudi Malay hay nguoi An
ma chua chu trong dén cic toc nguoi lai -
thé hién mdi giao luu, tiép bién vin hoa rat
dic sic trong long x3 hoi va vin hoa
Malaysia. Hon nira, trong cac cong trinh
nghién ctru, dudi goéc dd nghién ctru van hoa
vat thé, cac tac gia cling chi chu tam tim

hiéu vé nha &, cac cong trinh kién trac cong
cong, am thyc ma rat it chi y dén trang phuc
trong tién trinh bién d6i va phat trién ctia no.
C6 thé noi, cung véi ngdn ngir, trang phuc 1a
ddu hiéu thong tin quan trong tht hai dé
chung ta d& nhan biét cong dong ngudi nay
v6i cong dong nguoi khac mdi khi tiép xic.
Vi vay, trong bai viét ndy chung t6i mong
mudn duge gop thém tur liéu nghién ciru dan
toc hoc/nhan hoc nudc ngoai qua viéc gidi
thiéu dén ban doc lich sur chiéc 40 Kebaya
ctia cong dong ngudi Baba - Nyonya.

2. Viao khoang thé ky XV, di c6 mot
lan song di dan nguoi Trung Qudc dén nhap
cu ¢ dat nudc Malaysia. Lac d6, Malacca 1a
thuong cang 16n thu hut rat nhiéu doan
ngudi ti dé kinh doanh budn bén, trong d6
doéng nhét 1a ngudi Hoa. Mot s dan éng
nguoi Hoa da chon Malacca 1a qué huong
thtr hai cia minh, dinh cu va két hon véi
nhittng nguoi phu nit Malay va do vay, da
hinh thanh nén thé hé con lai véi toc danh -
tén goi ty nhan 1a nguodi Baba - Nyonya. O
Malacca, Malaysia, thuat ngir “Baba” dung
dé chi nam gidi va phu nit duoc goi la
“Nyonya” (ngudi ta ciing ¢ thé st dung tir
“Baba” dé dinh danh tén goi chung cho
nhom nguoi lai nay hoac Penarakan).
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3. Nguogc dong lich su, tim hiéu lich
sit hinh thanh cdng doéng ngudi Baba &
Malacca - Malaysia khong thé khong nhéc
dén trang phuc Kebaya - chiéc 40 gin nhu
xuyén sudt theo tién trinh lich st hinh
thanh tdc nguoi nay. Nhiéu nha nghién ctu
Viét Nam cho rﬁng bd d6 ba ba Nam B9 la
phong theo Kebaya cua nguoi Baba dugc
du nh@p vao Nam B¢ thong qua viéc giao
lwu budn ban cia thuong nhan géc Hoa &
Pong Nam A khoang gitta thé ky XIX va
duoc nguoi Viét & Nam B cach tan theo
nhu cau thAim my va lao dong. Trong tac
pham “Pdt Gia Pinh xwa” (1984) cia nha
nghién ctru Son Nam c6 viét vé ngudn gbc
chiéc 40 ba ba ving Nam Bo: “Ao ba ba 1a
kiéu 40 du nhap tir dao Pinang (thudc
Malaysia ngay nay), chit khong phai tir ddo
Java (thudc) Indonesia” (Phan Thi Hong
Xuén, 2007, tr. 125).

Cho dén nay, nguon goc trang phuc
Kebaya van chua duoc minh dinh mét cach
xac dang: ¢6 nhidu suy doan cho rang Kebaya
c6 thé c6 ngudn gbc tir Trung Pong, trong khi
lai ¢6 nguoi cho rang nd c¢b ngudn gbc tir
Trung Qudc... Tuy nhién, qua nhimg tu liéu
anh cho thiy cac Nyonya 1a nhiing ngudi dau

_ Hinh 1: Baju pangjang
Nguon: Tong cuc Du lich Malaysia, 2012.

Trude khi xuit hién kiéu Kebaya vao
cudi nhimg ndm 1920 thi Nyonya mic trang
phuc truyén thdng ctia ngudi Malay 14 Baju
pajang - chiéc 40 dai bén ngoai va sarong bén
trong. That ra, Baju panjang ciing khong phai
1a trang phuc truyén thdng do nguoi Malay
sang tao ma nhiéu nha nghién ctru cho rang,
nod 1a sy vay muon tir trang phuc ctua phu nir
trong van hoa Islam gido (A rap). Dén khoang
thé ky X VI, Baju pajang tro thanh trang phuc
truyén théng clia phu nit Malay. Dé hoa nhap
vao mdt xa hoi da tdc nguodi, da van hoéa nhu
Malaysia, cdc Nyonya dé chon cach tiép thu,
bién doi nhiéu yéu t6 van hoa truyén thong
cha toc ngudi gbc - 1a Trung Qudc; két hop
v6i yéu t ban dia ctia ngudi Malay, trong d6
c¢6 trang phuc. Trén nén tang Baju pajang,
Kebaya dugc thiét ké véi tay 4o duge thu nho
va cit ngén 1én dé tién cho viéc an bdc va dé
cac trang suc deo tay dugc 10 ra bén ngoai.

Chét liéu vai may Baju panjang trong
nhitng nam dau thap nién 1900, dugc lam
bang vai cotton nhdp khau tir Indonesia.
San pham nay duoc san xuét tai Celebes
(bay gio Sulawesi) dugc goi la vai Bugis
véi hoa tiét hoa van nho, mau sic tr mau
t6i nhu den dén mau sing nhu dé. Pén
nhitng nam 1910, cac loai vai voan va phin
tré thanh chit liéu chinh ding dé may 4o.
Trong nhitng nam 1920 thi loai vai ren théu
tay va voan véi cac hoa tiét in hoa tré nén
thinh hanh. Cac loai vai thoi trang nhap
khau nay rdt mong, do vay cac Nyonya
phai mac mot chiéc 4o 16t bén trong dai toi
that lung duoc goi 1a Baju dalam. Chét lidu
chinh ciia 40 16t nay 13 vai bong trang. Khi
& nha thi cdc Nyonya c6 thé mic chiéc 40
nay cung véi sarong, chi khi nao di ra ngoai
thi ho mdi mac thém baju panjang bén
ngoai (Danti Seri Endon Mahmood, 2004).
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Pén cudi nhimg nim 1920, Baju
panjang tré nén 161 mdt, cac Nyonya da sang
tao nén Kebaya. Khong gibng nhu Baju
panjang dai qua gbi, Kebaya chi dai dén
hong, nhung Kebaya van giit lai dic diém
ctua Baju panjang 1a 3 tram cai 4o ndi tiép
nhau ¢ phia trudc 4o thay cho cuc 4o. Ba
trAm cai nay dugc gan lién nhau chtr khong
con tach roi ra nhu trudce; chat lidu cua trim
cai van 13 vang c6 gan da quy. Vai voan mau
sic don gian, c6 nhing trang tri voi vién
dang ten (Kebaya renda) hoac théu (Kebaya
sulam) 1a sy chon lya d& may mot chiéc
Kebaya. Do vay, Kebaya renda hay Kebaya
n6i chung tré thanh biéu tuong cua mot ky
nguyén hién dai hon, tdo bao hon va ryc r&
hon. Tuy nhién, ltc diy, Kebaya khong duoc
xem 13 san pham sang tao cuia Nyonya vi
nhiéu ngudi cho ring né chinh 1a su vay
muon, két tinh cua nhiéu nén vian hoéa. Cac
Nyonya nhin nhan d6 la sy vay muon fur
trang phuc ctia phu nir Java bdi chit renda
trong tiéng Java la ren. Nhung cling c6 ngudi
cho rang Kebaya chiu anh hudéng cua thoi
trang phuong Tay véi cac dang ten dugc
trang tri (Danti Seri Endon Mahmood, 2004).

i Hinh 2: Kebaya Renda
Nguén: Danti Seri Endon Mahmood, 2004.

Theo thoi gian, Kebaya renda cé
duoc hinh dang chuan. Ao yém khong c6
tay va 4o nguc dugc mic thay thé cho 4o
16t. Kebaya renda dugc xem nhu giai doan
phat trién kha quan trong ciia Kebaya boi
hai 1y do: Pau tién 1a viéc sir dung ren gitp
cho sy phat trién théu hoa cua cic Kebaya
sulam; thr hai, Kebaya renda 6m sat nguoi
1am ndi bat nhitng duong cong cua co thé
ngudi mic. Tuy nhién, ciing gibng nhu
Baju panjang, Kebaya renda chi ton tai
trong mot thoi gian nhat dinh va thay thé
no la loai Kebaya hién dai hon phu hop véi
xu thé thoi trang hién nay.

Cho dén cudi nhimg nam 1930,
Kebaya renda van con thinh hanh nhung
trong ti quan 4o cua cic Nyonya lai c6
thém mot loai Kebaya méi, do 1la Kebaya
binku. Pay 1a Kebaya dau tién c6 hoa tiét
trang tri 1a théu thay cho in 4n hay trang tri
ren. Binku trong tiéng Malay c6 nghia 1a
théu'. Cac hoa tiét théu dau tién cta Binku
cht yéu ¢6 hinh so, diép va ve 4o c6 nhirng
bién tdu. Chéat lidu may ciing thay doi,
Kebaya binku dung vai voan tron dé may
va sau d6 s& théu 1én cac hoa tiét. Kebaya
binku ra doi nham don gian hoa cac Kebaya
renda. N6 thuong dugc mac & nha hodc
trong cac bira ti€c than mat.

bang chu y, céac loai voan dugc nhap
khau tir Chau Au c6 nhimng hoa tiét khac
nhau nhu chdm bi hodc ké soc dd giup phd
bién Kebaya binku. Hau nhu tit ca cac
Kebaya binku déu sir dung voan in. Ngay
nay, Kebaya binku van con duoc nhiéu
ngudi chon mic trong cac dip 1€ vi khong
qua cau ky va gia ca tuong ddi ré.

! Binku va sulan trong tiéng Malay déu c6 nghia 1a
théu. Binku la céch théu don gidn nhu théu mdc xich.
Con sulam 1a cach théu chan chi kiéu nghé thuat, doi
héi d¢ tinh xao va phuc tap.
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i Hinh 1: Kebaya Binku
Nguoén: Danti Seri Endon Mahmood, 2004.

DPén khoang nim 1950 thi Kebaya
binku dugc thay thé bang Kebaya sulam.
Do ngiy cang c6 nhiéu ngudi sir dung trang
phuc Kebaya, mot s6 Nyonya mudn thé
hién sy gidu c6 ciia minh nén bat dau dua
cac hoa tiét théu vao trang phuc dé lam
tang gia tri cho chiéc 40 Kebaya va chu
nhan ciia n6. Sulam trong tiéng Malay c6
nghia la théu. Kebaya sulam dugc théu &
tay 40, ve 4o va chan 4o. Tuy thudc vao do
kho cua céac chi tiét théu ma Kebaya sulam
dugc hoan thanh tir 3 dén 4 tuan, tuy nhién
nhiing thap nién gan diy di c6 cac may
théu cong nghi€p nén gitp cho viéc may
mot chiéc 4o Kebaya sulam nhanh hon
rat nhiéu.

Nhitng nim 1950 dé c6 mot chiéc 4o
Kebaya sulam théu tay thi nguoi ta phai tra
38 d6 la - mirc gia nay c6 thé coi 1a ca mot
gia san. Ngay nay dé so hiru mot chiée 4o
Kebaya sulam, nguoi mua s€ phai chi
khoang 200 d6 la dén 900 d6 la nhung ciing
c6 nhitng chiéc 40 gia dén 1.700 do la.

Hinh 4: Kebya sulam
Nguoén: Danti Seri Endon Mahmood, 2004,

Su hép dan cta cac Kebaya sulam ngay
cang suy giam vao cudi nhitng nam 1970 boi
nhiéu nguyén nhan, bao gém ca gia ca ting
cao, khong hop véi cac sinh hoat hang ngay
(théng thuong dé mic mot chiéc Kebaya,
ngudi mic phai mat ca 1 gid dong hd) va
khong ngoai trr su tdc dong ctia xu hudng
thoi trang. Trudc qua trinh toan cau hoa, sy
phd bién ctia quan 4o phuong Tay di tic dong
dén gi6i tré Baba, theo d6, ho chi mudn mic
nhitng bd d6 Tay cho tién loi v6i sinh hoat
hang ngay. Nhitng ndm 1980 va 1990, mac du
nhitng ngudi ¢ trach nhiém trong cong dong
ngudi Baba - Nyonya c¢b ging khoi phuc hinh
anh chiéc 40 Kebaya nhu mot nét dep trong
trang phuc hang ngay cua nguoi Baba. Tuy
nhién két qua khong nhu mong doi, cac
Kebaya ciing chi dugc cac Nyonya mac trong
cac dip 18 hoi va cic hoat dong cong dong
(Danti Seri Endon Mahmood, 2004).

Trong bd dd hoan chinh cua mot
Nyonya khong thé thiéu d6i hai théu va dinh
cuom, trong tiéng Malay 1a Kasut kodok
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(gidy coc - hinh dang gidng con coc) hoic
Kasut tongkang (giay thuyén nho) boi vi
nhimg chiéc hai nay cé hinh dang giéng
nhitng vat nay. Co6 loai hai miii c¢6 hinh dang
nhu giay mua ballet nhung phia sau lai
khong c6 quai nén dugc goi 1a Kasut seret
(seret - kéo). Chit liéu 1am hai chu yéu 1a
lua hodc nhung. Phia trén miii giay thuong
dugc théu cac hoa tiét hoa, 1a. Loai hai dinh
cudm trong tiéng Malay la Kasut manik
(manik - cuom), nhitng hot cudom nho du
mau sic dugc dinh kin trén gidy nhu hinh
hoa mau don, 14 nho, huou, lyu... Cac mau
thiét ké dinh cuom ciing thay d6i va chiu
anh huong cac hoa tiét ciia nudc Anh va
chau Au: hoa hong thay thé cho hoa mau
don; chim son ca thay cho vit; thién nga
thay cho chim hac.

_ Hinh 5: Céc kiéu Kodok
Nguon: Danti Seri Endon Mahmood, 2004.

Ngoai ra, khi du tiéc hodc tham du cac
18 hoi doi hoi cac Nyonya phai chu y dén
nhing phu kién di kém bao gdm Sarong batik,
ddi hai théu hodc dinh cuom, dd trang suc.
Trudc tién co ta phai boi toc sau d6 s€ mac

Batik, roi mic 4o Kebaya. Tuy nhién dé mic
Kebaya khong bi nhan; doi khi can phai c6
thém mot nguoi giup do, nhiing cd gai tré
thuong dugc me minh phy mac Kebaya sao
cho dep va khong bi nhan. Sau khi mac xong,
cb 4y sé& deo trang sirc va mang gidy.

Sarong batik 1a manh vai hinh chir
nhat duogc veé bﬁng tay hodc in nhirng hoa
tiét hinh khéi dugc thyc hién bang phuong
phap chéng nhudm - phét chat lidu dic biét
vao vai dé cho thuéc nhuém khéng an vao
vai nhitng chd khong can nhudém. V& tay cac
hoa tiét trén vai batik goi 1a Batik tulis trong
khi cach in nhitng mang mau trén Batik
dugc goi la Batik cap. Sarong batik dugc
chia thanh 2 phan: phan dau 1a Kepala va
phan than 1a Badan. Kepala nam ¢ giita
sarong chiém 1/3 chiéu dai cua sarong con
Badan chiém phin con lai. Tuy nhién,
khong phai tt ca cac Batik sarong déu theo
mau Kepala - badan, c6 nhiing Batik thi
chia 1am hai phan voi mdi hoa tiét khac
nhau & cac phan.

B suu tép trang suc cua mot Nyonya
s& n6i 1én murc d6 giau co cua co ta. Pau tién
Ia tram cai (Kerongsang), dugc stir dung thay
cho cuc 4o cai phia trude cua Baju panjang.
Kerongsang thuong di kem mdt by ba trdm
cai bao gom Kerongsang serong (serong -
nghiéng hodc khong dong déu), Kerongsang
ibu (ibu - 16m), cudi cung la Kerongsang anak
(anak - nho). Tiép theo 1a day nit 1a nhiing
dai bang linh hoat 1am bang bac v6i mot cai
moc & mot dau gan vai cac khoa nho dau kia.
N6 thuong c6 3 thiét ké chinh gom: 1. cai va
dai bac dugc trang tri, 2. hang tram miéng
kim loai nho va 3. cac khoa lién két cac
miéng bac. Nhitng tdm bac thi chu yéu la
trang tri v6i cac hoa vin Trung Quéc nhu
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dong tién. Poi khi Nyonya ciing str dung vi
lam bang ludi bac co quai dai dén thit lung.
Céc Nyonya giau c6 thuong c6 mot b suu
tdp phong phu cac diy chuyén, bong tai,
vong tay, vong deo, nhan va vong chan.
Vong tay thuong 1a loai cong c6 hinh dang
nhu cac dbt tre lién két lai hogc kiéu nhu soi
day thimg xodn lai; hai ddu duogc trang tri
hinh rong, phung, bup sen...

Khi béi toc xong, cac Nyonya thuong
cai Cucuk sanggul (cucuk - xuyén, sanggul -
bli toc). Theo truyén thdng, cac Nyonya
khong duge khuyén khich tha toc. Mai toc
x0a dugc coi la man r¢ va khong van minh.
Cucuk sanggul thuong dugc lam tir vang va
c¢6 hinh dang nhu mot bong tai 16n bao gdm
3 - 5 phan. Phan 16n nhit dugc dung dé gin
vao bui toc & giita nhitng phan con lai chi dé
trang tri xung quanh bii téc. Kiéu toc boi
ngay nay khong con thinh hanh ma thay vao
do6 cac loai toc hién dai hop thoi hon.

4. Ciing nhu chiéc 40 dai ctua nguoi
phu nir Viét, trai qua nhiéu thang tram, bién
d6i va gan day la dudi tac dong cia qua
trinh toan cau hoa, cac cd gai Nyonya di
khong con méc Kebaya thuong xuyén nhu
cac thé hé trudc ciia minh. Tuy nhién, nhu
mot hang sé cua su giao thoa vin hoa dic
sic Trung Hoa - Malay, thé hién qua su két
hop tinh té cac chi tiét, hoa tiét, duong nét
trong trang phuc Kebaya nén theo thoi
gian, Kebaya tro thanh trang phuc truyén
thong khong chi danh riéng cho phu nir
ngudi Baba ma di dwgc nang tim 1én 1a
mot trong nhiing trang phuc truyén thong
duyén dang ctua ngudi phu nit Malaysia,
dugc nhidu phu nit cta cong dong khac sir
dung. Trong budi phong van 6ng Helmy tai
vin phong Gido duc Malaysia, Tong lanh

su Malaysia tai thanh phé HO Chi Minh,
ong di chia sé v6i chung toi rang: “ban than
vo ong 1a ngudi Malay nhung trong cac budi
tiéc thinh thoang ba cling mac Kebaya thay vi
mic trang phuc truyén thdng Baju Kurung vi
Kebaya khong con 1a bd trang phuc truyén
thong cia cong dong ngudi Baba - Nyonya
ma no trd thanh mot trong nhiing di san van
hoa cta dat nudc Malaysia nhu tinh than
cia Chinh phi Malaysia hién nay dang
huéng dén xdy dung mot dan toc Malaysia
(Bangsa Malaysia) khong phan biét thanh
phan toc nguoi An, nguoi Hoa, ngudi Malay
hay nguoi Baba - Nyonya”. Va “dé Kebaya
khong bi mat di, hién nay Chinh phi
Malaysia thuong xuyén cho té chirc cac budi
trién 1dm cdp qudc gia vé Kebaya va mot
trong nhitg ngudi c6 nhidu cong lao nhat
trong viéc bao ton hinh anh Kebaya hién nay
chinh 1a ba Danti Seri Endon Mahmood”.
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