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Nguyén Anh Tudn

KHONG GIAN VAN HOA NGUYEN THUY
(Nhin theo 1y thuyét chirc niing)*

NGUYEN ANH TUAN

Ram trong khuén khd chuwong trinh
giéi thiéu Tu sach Vin héa nghé thuat dén
v6i doc gia Viét Nam, mot tac pham nira cia
nha nhan hoc Robert Lowie (1883 - 1957),
cubn “Khéng gian vin héa nguyén thiy
(nhin theo 1y thuyét chirc ndng)” lan dau
duoc ra mat v6i sy hop tac chuyén ngir cia
hai dich gid Vii Xuan Ba va Ngb Binh Lam
tir nguyén ban tiéng Phap. Cung véi “Ludn
vé xd héi hoc nguyén thiy” (Lowie, 2001),
cubn sach nay gop phan gitp ban doc hinh
dung rd rang hon quan diém hoc thuat va
nhimg doéng gop cia Robert Lowie ddi voi
nganh nhan hoc van hoa, dac biét 1a trong
viéc nghién ctru vé xi hoi nguyén thay.

Robert Lowie (1883 - 1957) duoc
danh gia 13 nha nhan hoc vin hoa kiét xuat
cia My dau thé ky XX. Ong sinh ra
& Vienna, nhung di chuyén cu dén Hoa Ky
vaonam 1893.0Ongtdt nghiép dai hoc &
College of the City of New York vao nam
1901. Bay nam sau (1908) 6ng liy bang tién
sy tai Columbia University dudi sy hudng
dan khoa hoc ctiia nha nhan hoc Franz Boas.
Ong ¢6 gan 10 nam 1am viéc tai Bao tang lich
st ty nhién hoa ky (1908 - 1916), chiu anh
huong hoc thuat cua Clark Wissler, Robert
Lowie say mé nghién ctru xa hgi nguoi da do
& chau My va trd thanh chuyén gia dau nganh
vé linh vyc nay. D6 1a co s¢ mé duong dé ong

trd thanh phd gido su nhan hoc van hoa tai
University of California, Berkeley danh tiéng.
Tir 1925 dén khi vé huu (1950), Robert Lowie
1a gido su dau nganh tai Berkeley, cung véi
Alfred Louis Kroeber, 6ng da thanh 1ap mot
quy hoc bong danh cho nhig sinh vién vu ta
ctia nganh nhan hoc.

Danh cd cudc doi minh theo dong
chay van héa cia nguoi tho dan da d6 véi vo
s6 cudc dién di tim hiéu, kham phéa nét van
hoa & Great Plains®, cac cong trinh tiéu biéu
Robert Lowie dé lai cho hau thé (ngoai hai tac
pham da dé cap ¢ trén) c6 thé ké tén nhu:
“Van hoa va dan toc hoc” (1917), “Ngudn
géc cua Nha nuéc” (1927), “Cong dong
nguoi da do Crow” (1935), “Lich sir Iy thuyét
dan tdc hoc” (1937), “Ton gido nguyén thuy”
(1924-1948), “Dan toc Bic” (1945).

“Khéng gian van héa nguyén thiy” lan
dau ra mat cong ching 1a nam 1920. Tiéng
vang noi bat ciia cubén sach dau tién va quan
trong nhat 13 trén phuong dién khung ly
thuyét. V6i Lowie, ong sa dung khung 1y
thuyét chirc ning dé nhin nhan va hiéu vé cac
hién tuong vian hoéa co nhimg nét trong dong
trong cac khong gian khac nhau noi ma céac

' Great Plainsla mot ving dat bang phang ménh
mong, nhiéu ving 1 thao nguyén, dong c6nam phia
Tay séng Mississippi va phia Pong ctia day ntii Rocky &
Hoa Ky va Canada.

* Robert Lowie (2008), Khéng gian vin héa nguyén thity (Nhin theo Iy thuyét chirc nang), Vii Thanh Ba va
Ngo Thanh Lam (dich), Nxb Tri thirc, Tap chi Van hoa ngh¢ thuat, Ha Noi, kho 14,5 x 20,5 cm.
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cong dé)ng cu dan ban dia it co mbi lién hé
v6i nhau trong lich str, nhu & ving thd dan da
d6 chau My, chau Phi, chau Uc. Nhan dinh
khung 1y thuyét nay cia Lowie thudc vé
truong phai “chirc nang luan” tranh bién lai
trao luu tién hoa luén, truyén ba luan ¢ trudc
trong nghién ctu nhan hoc. Loi mé cudn
sach, binh luan réng:

“Tuy cung nghién ctru van hoa nguyén
thity, nhung khac Morgan trong “Xa hoi ¢6 so”
va Tylor trong “Van héa nguyén thuy”,
R. Lowie khong theo tién hoa ludn hodc truyén
ba ludn, ma theo chirc ning luan... hinh thanh
mdt cach 1y giai khac theo 1y thuyét chic ning”
(Lowie, 2008, tr. 7).

“Khong gian xd hdi nguyén thiy” nhan
manh dén tinh chit da tuyén cua dong phat
trién van héa trén toan cau bai vi “khong co
Iy do gi dé loai trir kha nang c6 mot sy phat
trién doc 1ap, khi nguoi ta khdo ctru td chire
xa hoi” (Lowie, 2008, tr. 27).

Cubn sach ngoai phan dan luan va két
luan gdm c6 mudi bén chuong ndi dung, trinh
bay vé cac van dé: Hon nhan; Ché do da hén;
Gia dinh; Céc quy tac vé ho hang; Thi tc;
Lich str thi tdc; Than phan cua nguodi dan ba;
Tai san; Céc hiép hdi; Ly thuyét cac hiép hoi;
Ngbi thir; Chinh quyén, Phap luat.

Lowie lgya chon gia dinh nhu mdt don
vi x4 hoi riéng 1é va dau tién dé xem xét va
md ta vé khong gian xa hoi nguyén thiy, tir
don vi gia dinh, 6ng nhin rong dan ra cac hién
tuong, bd phan cdu thanh nén xa hoi nguyén
thity. Hon nhan duoc ong trinh bay trudc hét
trong cudn sach vi do 1a tién dé “dé thanh lap
nén mot don vi xa hoi mai” (Lowie, 2008, tr.
30). Tu day, cac mbi lién hé duoc m& rong
dan ra bén ngoai hudng dén ho hang, thi toc,
cac hiép hdi, ton ti thor bac (ngdi th) hay

hudng ndi ban vé than phan ngudi dan ba, cac
quan hé s& hitu lién quan dén tai san. Phirc
hop cac méi quan hé dan xen ching chéo
nhau iy duoc tiép tuc xem xét dudi dinh ché
x4 hoi ma mdi thanh vién thudc vé - phai
phuc tung 13 chinh quyén va phap luét.

Can phai n6i rd hon 13, tac gia thong qua
viée thu thap cac ctr liéu dién da vé xa hoi thd
dan da d6 & Chau My dé phan tich va boc tach
nhiing 16p ¥ nghia an duéi cac hién tuong, xem
nhu d6 13 cac tan du phan anh vé mot khong
gian xa hoi nguyén thuy. O déy, Lowie ap dung
phép giai thich khi nhin nhin phén tich nhiing
hién tugng van hoéa da dang, phic hgp cua
khong gian xa hoi nguyén thuy (Lowie, 2008,
tr. 10). Theo d9, tac gia “chu truong sir dung
hai céch giai thich, str tinh va chirc ndng luén,
khi 4p dung vao xu ly nhiing truong hop cu
thé, nho thé ma khong roi vao cuc doan, ma 1a
mdt tong hop vira phong phti vé tir lidu, vira
dung hoa vé phuong phap, dong thoi van boc
16 dwoc nhitng quan diém riéng” (tr. 10).

Cong trinh nay cua Lowie khong chi
dam nhan viéc cung cap thong tin nhan hoc thi
vi vé khong gian xa hoi nguyén thily ma con
dem dén cho doc gia nhing luan giai mang
tinh 1y thuyét khi nhin nhan van dé theo hudng
chirc ning luan. Cudn sach 1a tai liéu tham
khao bo ich cho viéc tim hiéu cac khung ly
thuyét, cac truong phai 1y thuyét trong nghién
ctru nhan hoc van héa trén thé gidi. Clng voi
“Ludn vé xa hoi hoc nguyén thziy”z, cubn sach
con dua dén mot hinh anh day da hon vé quan
diém hoc thuét cia Robert Lowie, mot dai dién
nhén hoc xuét sic dau thé ky XX.

2 Lowie, Robert (2001), Ludn vé xd héi hoc nguyén
thuy, Vii Xuan Ba & Ngb Binh Lam dich, DPai hoc
qudc gia, Ha Noi.



