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PHAT GIAO VA CO POC GIAO
PANG CANH TRANH NHAU?

BAN SAC DAN TOC VA TON GIAO
CUA CAC CONG PONG NGUOI KAREN

O MIEN BAC THAI LAN

ROLAND PLATZ*

“Ton gido niao ban cho 13 tot nhat?”
Trong qua trinh di dién di ¢ cac lang cua
nguoi Karen, bi hoi nhitng cdu hoi nhu vay
Ia binh thuong. Nguoi Karen theo ton gido
hoan toan nghiém tuc, tuy khong cudng tin.
Trong thé gigi nhimng cudc xung dot ton
gido va tdc nguol ngay cang gia tang, thi
viéc nghién ctru mbi tuong quan giita ban
sic toc ngudi va tén gido trong pham vi
mot nhom tdc ngudi gdm nhiéu tén gido
khac nhau c¢6 sy lién quan véi nhau. Vi du:
Ban sic toc nguoi va ton gido két hop véi
nhau nhu thé nao? Liéu tén gido co anh
huong gi dang ké téi cac hoat dong kinh
t&2 Liéu cac cudc xung dot hoac sy hoa hop
c¢6 con pho bién giita nhitng nguoi theo cac
ton giao khac nhau?

Vé can ban, li€u ton gido c6 phai 1a yéu tod
danh dau ban sac dé doi sanh voi the gioi
bén ngoai hodc li¢u n6 c6 y nghia trong xa

héi ctia nguoi Karen khong?”.

Thuat ngit “Karen” biéu thi nhiéu
nghia khac nhau nhung lién quan t&1 cac
nhém toc nguoi st dung mot ngdn nglr
thuoc ngir hé Tang-Mién. Toc ngudi Sgaw
va Pwo, v6i s dan 1a 350.000 trong tong sb
750.000 ngudi dan mién nai & mién Béc
Thai Lan, 1a hai nhém Karen chu yéu cia
nude nay. Cac nhom khac bao gdm nguoi
Kayah, Palaung va Taungthu (Pa-O), chi c6
vai nghin nguoi hién dang séng ¢ Thai Lan.
Udc tinh sd luong nguoi Karen song &
Mién Pién dao dong khoang tir 2.5 triéu toi
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4,5 triéu ngu:(‘)’il. Nghién ctru dugc thuc hién
trong khoang thoi gian hon 12 thang tir ndm
1999 dén nam 2001, va dugc giéi han &
nhom nguoi Karen-Sgaw cua tinh Mae
Hong Son, Thai Lan va hai huyén Mae
Chaem va Mae Wang cua tinh Chiang Mai.
Mot vai lang chi bao gébm ngudi theo Co
dbc gido va mot sb lang khac chi theo Phat
gi4o, trong khi d6 van con mot s6 lang co
ngudi theo ca hai ton gido nay?.

Mot diéu con chua 1 14 ¢6 phai viéc
di cu ctia nguoi Karen to1 Thai Lan ngay nay
xay ra trudc thé ky XVIII kh6ng3. Khu vuc
cu tra chi yéu 1a cac tinh Mae Hong Son va
Tak doc bién giéi Mién Pién va mién tay
clia tinh Chiang Mai. Kinh té truyén thong
ciia nguoi Karen dua trén canh tac ty cung
tu cAp vé lta nuwong, nhung dén dau thé ky
XX nguoi Karen da hoc hoi kinh nghiém
canh tac lua nudc cua nhitng nguoi Thai
lang giéng. Trai nguoc v6i ngudi Karen
song & Mién Dién, ngudi Karen song & Thai
Lan chua bao gio cé thé ché chinh tri tap

1. Yoko Hayami, “Chuyén ddi t6n gido va tin ngudng
& nguoi Karen Sgaw & mién Bic Thai Lan: nhing
lién quan vé gi6i va ban séic toc nguoi” (Ludn 4n tién
si, Pai hoc Brown, 1992), tr. 336. S liéu vé nhom
Sgaw va Pwo duoc lay tir ngudn ciia Vién Nghién
ciru bo toc, “Théng ké vé& cac dan toc thiéu sb6”
(Chiang Mai: Béo c4o chua xuit ban, 2001).

2 Cong tac dién da duoc thuc hién véi su tro giup cua
ba trg Iy nguoi Karen - hai nguoi theo Co dbc gido va
mot nguoi theo Phat gido - nhiing nguoi nay dugc
sinh ra hodc di biét rd cac lang dugc nghién ciru.
Hién nay ho dang song & cac thanh phd cua tinh Mae
Hong Son hodc Chiang Mai. Cong tac dién da dugce
thyc hién chu yéu dya trén phong van ca theo cau
trac va khong theo céu triic, & mot sé lang va thanh
phé cua tinh Mae Hong Son va Chiang Mai. Nhiing
ngudi duge phong van bao gdm ca nam l3n nit -
nguoi gia, nguoi tré, thiy tu va thay lang, muc su Co
dbc gido va dan di cu thanh thi.

$ Anders Hovemyr, Tim hiéu vé vua Karen. Nghién
cieu ban sdc nguoi Karen lién quan téi thuyét Phiic
am thé ky XIX ¢ mién Bic Thai Lan (Uppsala:
S.Academiae Ubsaliensis, 1989), tr. 68-69.

trung, va cac lang cia ho lap thanh céc lang
tur tri. Nguoi dimg dau mot lang, c6 quyén
luc rat han ché, duoc goi 1a hi kho (thay té
cua lang); 6ng ta c6 mbi quan h¢ dac biét vé
mit nghi 18 v6i Than Nudc va Than Dét (Thi
K’cha Gaw K 'cha) - ngudi bao vé lang”.

Nguoi Karen 1a mét trong nhiing nhom
ngudi theo dao Co dbc 16n nhat & Théi Lan;
khoang 20-30% ngudi Sgaw-Karen 14 tin d6
Co ddc gido. Nhom chinh 1a tin 6 dao Tin
Lanh thudc phai Bap-tit (Baptist), dugc goi
la Ble thi poh (Chri poh, Ba yoa poh).
Nhom 16n thr hai, nhém nguoi theo dao
Cong gi4o (Pghi thi poh), s6 luong khoang
20.000 nguoi. Trong khi cac gido phai dao
Tin Lanh khac, chang han nhu nhiing tin d6
theo truong phai tin rang sap dén lan Giang
sinh thtr hai cia Chtia va tuan thu ngay
Sabbath (Seventh-Day Adventists), tin dd
Hoi Gidm ly va Gido hoi Trudng lao kém
ndi troi hon®. Gido phai dat niém tin vao
nhitng phép la (dac biét 1a cac phép than
chita bénh) (Pentecostals) hién co it tin dd,

* Xem Hayami, “Chuyén ddi ton gido va tin ngudng”;
Sw thich nghi dan téc va ban sdc. Nguwoi Karen ¢
ving bién gi6i Thai va Mién Pién, chu bién: Charles
F. Keyes (Philadelphia: Vién Nghién ctru nhirng van
dé vé con ngudi, 1979), dic biét Peter Kunstadter,
“dan toc, loai hinh va ban sic”, tr. 119-63; Roland
Mischung, Ton gido va minh hoa thuc tién & mot lang
Karen thugc Tay Béc Thai Lan (Wiesbaden: Steiner,
1984); va Ronald D. Renard, Kariang: Lich sir cdac
méi quan hé Thai - Karen tir hic bat dau téi nam
1923 (Honolulu: Pai hoc Hawaii, 1980).

® Nhitng u6c tinh nay dwa trén cudc trao dbi mang
tinh c4 nhin v6i dai dién clia gido phai Bap-tit
(Baptist) va Thién Chua gido va nhiing tai liéu chua
xuét ban cua hai nha thd. That kho ma c6 dugc con 50
chinh x4ac bai Hoi truyén gido phai Bap-tit (Baptist)
Thai Lan (TMBF), t6 chic Hoi gido phai Bap-tit
(Baptist) chinh ¢ Thai Lan, khong phéan biét dugc mot
cach rach roi gitta nhém ngudi Sgaw va Pwo-Karen;
viée tuong ty cling xdy ra d6i voi Nha tho Thién
Chtia gido. S6 nguoi theo dao Thién Chua gido ciia
giao phan Chiang Mai c6 khoang 30.000 nguoi, chu
yéu 14 nguoi Karen cta ca hai nhém nho trén.
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dudng nhu c6 ting 1én; hdu nhu chi c6 s it
tin dd phai Baptists 13 dén tham du ca hai
nha tho, hodc thay dbi dé tré thanh tin dd
gido phai Pentecostal®. Cac nhom trao luu
chinh théng khiac nhu Nha thd cua Hoi
truyén gido Co dbc van con nhung cho t6i
nay it c6 anh hudng.

Dai bd phan nguoi Sgaw-Karen theo
dao Phat. Nhiing nguoi theo Thuyét Van vt
hiru linh (nhitng ngudi theo chii nghia truyén
thong) dugc chinh thirc xép vao nhom “tin d6
dao Phat”, do vay khong thé co6 duoc sb
lugng chinh xac vé nhém ngudi nay. Vién
Nghién ctru B toc cong bd, nim 1989 nhiing
ngudi theo Thuyét Van vat hiru linh chiém
khoang 16% s6 dan Karen, trong khi con sd
nay udc tinh trong nam 1983 khoang 42,9%;
trong nhitng nim gan day, s nay con thip
hon nhiéu’. Cét 16i cua Thuyét Van vat hiru
linh (nhitg ngudi theo Thuyét Van vat hitu
linh dugc goi 1a mo lu pa la hoac aw cha) la
tho cing to tién (aw cha). Ttnh ty hanh 18
chinh cta tho cang to tién co chiéu hudng
giam dan do tinh phic tap cta nd va vo sb
nhiing diéu kiéng ky khac. N6 can phai duoc
thuc hién it nhat mot nim mot lan va cling
phai duoc t6 chic trong nhimg truong hop
6m ning. Moi thanh vién trong gia dinh mau
hé phai ngdi v6i nhau it nhét 12 3 ngay, va
khong ai ngoai nhiing thanh vién trong gia
dinh dugc phép bude vao nha trong sudt thoi
gian cing 1&; tham chi c4 vo va cac con cia

® Nhitng tin d6 gido phai Pentecostal nhdn manh hanh
dong noéi tiéng la khong thiy co trong cac nha tho
Bap-tit (Baptist); do vay su chuyen bién dot ngdt nay
con hon ca van dé thay ddi chd the cing.

" Vién Nghién ciru B toc, “Thong ké vé dan toc thiéu
s6” (Chiang Mai: Béo cao chua Xuat ban, 1989); Peter
Kunstadter “Dan s ving cao & mién Bac Thai Lan”,
trong cudn Nhitng nguoi ving cao ciia Thdi Lan, chu
bién: John McKinnon va Wanat Bhruksasri (Kuala
Lumpur: Oxford University Press, 1983), tr. 25.

ngudi con trai cia chu gia dinh di ldy vo
ciing khong dwoc phép vao. Vat hién sinh
nhu ga va lon ciing phai dugc giét thit theo
thir t nhat dinh do vo clia ngudi chu nha da
nudi ching. Si kho mu cha, mot loai than linh
giam ho cua to tién, duogc nudi dudng bang
nhitng dd cung®. L4 gan cua con vat hién té
néu co biéu 16 diém x4u thi can phai thit con
vat khac thay thé. Néu nghi 18 khong thanh
cong thi phai thuc hién lai, voi hau qua 1a co
thé tat ca cac vat nudi trong nha déu bi giét.

Tin d6 dao Phat (che phaw, ba phaw)
khac v6i nhitng ngudi theo Thuyét Van vat
hitu linh & chd ho tir bo viéc hanh 1& aw cha;
noi chung, tt ca cac nghi 18 truyén théng
khac lién quan t6i viéc trong laa van con
dugc thuc hién. (Chuyén doi sang dao Phat 18
rang khong yéu cau ho tir b viéc thd cung t6
tién, ma con tao ra cach thitc mang tinh 1&
nghi va hop 1y dé cat dit nhiing rang budc
v6i nghi 18, cai duoc coi la nang né va thuong
la khong dem lai hi¢u qua). Nhitng thir nay
bao gbém, vi du: luo da, vét cing cho 1& Thi
K’cha Gaw K’cha; pameko - vat cing té
trude khi trong laa; lu thi bo - vat cung tai
muong lay nude tudi cho cac canh dong la;
va con nhiéu 1& vat cang t& khac nira”. Hi kho,
thdy té cha truyén con ndi cua lang lam 18
cung K’cha Gaw K 'cha tai dalu hi (ban tho ¢
bén ngoai lang) khong nhat thiét phai lam 18
aw cha; 6ng ta ciing c6 thé 1a tin d6 dao Phat.
Trén thuc té, chi c6 nghi 18 Phat gido khét khe
ctia nhitng tin d6 dao Phat thi mai co thé tién
clng l0a cho Puc Phat vao mdi budi sang.
TAm quan trong clia cac nghi 1& Phét gido phu

® Hayami, “Bién ddi ton gi4o va tin ngudng”, tr. 113.
® Xem Mischung, Tén gi4o, va Kumiko Yoshimatsu,
“Thé gioi nguoi Karen. Hé thng tin ngudng va vii
try quan cua ngudi Sgaw-Karen ¢ Tay Bac tinh
Chiang Mai” (Chiang Mai: B4o c4o tong két, 1989).
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thudc vao sy lya chon mang tinh ca nhan; tu
cho minh 14 tin d5 Phat gido ¢ thé giup cho
ngudi d6 dé duoc chap nhan hon trong xa hoi
ngudi Thai & ving thip. Pao Phat cia ngudi
Théi & mién Béc va Thuyét Van vat hitu linh
ctia ngudi Karen c6 mot sd nét tuong dong,
va ddi v6i nguoi dan Karen theo dao Phat thi
cach tiép can hop nhit cic trudng phéi voi
nhau 1a phd bién. Mot vai thay tu theo dao
Phat ndi tiéng nhu Khruba Khao ciing ¢6 cac
mén d6 ngudi Karen'®

9 Khruba Khao (khruba ¢ mién Bic Thai Lan c6
nghia 14 nguoi thay déng kinh va khao co nghia la
“trang”), sinh nim 1889 gan Lamphun ¢ mién Bic
Thai Lan, 1a mon dé ciia nguoi thay Khruba Siwichai
ndi tiéng, nguoi da déu tranh cho quyén tu trj ton gido
& khu vue mién Bic chdng lai Bang Coc va sangha
quyén lyc (thtr bac cua thiy tu) vao nhitg nim 1920.
Ca hai 6ng déu dugc dua t6i mién Bic Thai Lan lam
ton bun, theo nghia den 1a “ngudn nhan tai”. Pi ba
lan Khruba Khao budc phai bo 4o thiy tu, bit budc
mic 4o choang tring cho t6i khi ta thé nam 1977, boi
vi Ong ta da chéng déi lai cac quan churc dia phuong,
nhiing ngudi da co gang thiét lap quyén lyc ciia chinh
quyén Bing Cdc 0 mién Bic. Ong di chdng lai nhiing
hanh vi dao dtrc x4u trong gidi tu si va thuong dan va
dugc hai moén dé dua di 1a Phra Phothisat (bo tdf) va
Phaya Tham (dhammaraja, ngudi tri vi ngay thang).
Nguoi ta cho rang 6ng co nang luc siéu nhién giéng
nhu mét thdn va c6 kha ning tranh dugc quy dit. Mén
dé cua Khruba Khao phan 16n 1a nhém Pwo Karen &
cac huyén Mae Sariang va Omkoi, nhitng nguoi ¢o
chung thai d§ thu dich véi cac quan chuc va Tang
théng Thai Lan. Khong c6 sy khac biét tc ngudi rd
rang, tuy vay, boi vi cac mon d6 cta 6ng éy cling bao
gom nguoi Lua (Lawa), nguoi Thai mién Bic va
nguoi Shan. Ong ta da htra hen rang nguoi Karen sé
¢6 mot cudc song thanh binh & Mién Dién. Ong ta da
lam cho ho bua hd ménh dé tranh bi tén thuong va
khich 1& ho duy tri tin ngudng truyén thong. Xem
cudc thao luan cua Paul T. Cohen, “Pao Phat khong
bi tréi budc: Truyén thdng “sung dao” thdi nha
Nguyén va dan toc - nha nudc trong thé gidi nguoi
Thai’, Tap chi Nghién ciru Péng Nam A [JSEAS], 32,
2 (2001): 227-32; Charles F. Keyes, “Pao Phat va
thong nhat dan toc & Thai Lan”, Tap chi Nghién ciru
Chau A, 30, 3 (1971): 556-8; va Peter Hinton, “Nguoi
Karen, chu nghia hoang kim va cac hoat dong thda
hiép v6i chinh quyén viing thap”, trong cudn Su thich
nghi toc nguoi, do Keyes lam chu bién, tr. 84-5.

Dao Phit trong xa hoi Karen

Trong sudt dau nhimg nim 1960, khi
nha quan sy tai nang Sarit Thanarat lam Thu
tudng Thai Lan, dao Phat nhu mot qubc gido
lac by gio da thoat khoi Thuyét Van vat
hiru linh cta né va long trung thanh déi véi
dan tdc va luan thuong dao ly da tr¢ thanh
hoc thuyét “dao Phat” L Trong
nam 1965, chuong trinh hanh dong Phat

4 o1
kiéu moi

gido, thu phu tai Wat Sri Soda ¢ Chiang
Mai, dugc t6 chirc dé tuyén truyén dao Phat
cho cac bo lac. Muoi doi gom 50 nha su da
t6i cac lang ving cao (nhiéu lang c6 ngudi
Karen), hau hét cic lang nay thudc tinh
Chiang Mai. (Mot s6 ngudi Karen di theo
dao Phat sau khi di cu tdi cac vung thanh thi,
nhung day 13 nd lyc dugc dy tinh dau tién dé
cai dao cho ho). Do tinh hinh bat on doc
theo bién gi¢i phia Bic, chinh phii mong
mudn cac dan toc thiéu s6 & ving doi nui tro
thanh mot bd phan trung thanh cua dat nudc.
Quan trong hon cad vi¢c giang dao Phat,
nhimg d6i quan nay di day ho rang tré thanh
ngudi cong dan Thai tét c6 nghia 1a kinh
trong Vua va yéu dat nudc. Ngoai ra, cac
nha su con day cd van hoa va giup ho cai
tién cac phuong phap 1am nong nghiép™

La t6n gido ctia hon 90% déan s Thai
Lan, Phat gido 1a cong cu thtc déy su théng
nhit hay dong héa. Trong tricu dai Vua
Vajiravudh (nam 1910 - 25), Phat gido da trd

11 Somboon Suksamran, Pao Phdt va chinh tri ¢ Thdi
Lan (Singapore: ISEAS, 1982).

12 Charles F. Keyes, Thai Lan. Virong quéc Phdt
gido la mgt nha nwéc ddn toc hién dai (Boulder:
Westview, 1987); Sanit Wongprasert, “Anh huéng
ciia chwong trinh Dhammacarik bhikkus doi véi
cac bo toc thé dan & Thdi Lan”, trong Xung dot sdc
téc trong cdc xd hoi dao Phdt, Sri Lanka va Mién
Dién, chu bién K. M. de Silva (London: Pinter,
1988), tr. 126-37.
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thanh mdt trong ba tru cot cua h¢ tu tudng
qudc gia, sat canh v6i nén quan cha va dan
toc. Ngay tir budi binh minh cua Phat gido ¢
Théi Lan thé ky thir mudi ba, Phat gido luon
co su gén két chit ch& v&i Nha nude va dic
biét voi Vua dudi hinh thtc dhammarajia
(Nguoi tri vi Phat gido hodc nguoi tri vi).
Tuy vay, anh huong cua cic thay tu theo dao
Phat d6i v6i cac xd hoi mién nui khong sau
sac nhu anh huong cia cac nha truyén gido
dao Co dbc, chit yéu la do, khong gidng nhur
sau nay, cac doi quan Phat gido khong & lau
trong lang cung voi nguoi dan hodac khong
ndi ngdn ngir dia phuong.

Nam 2000, c6 450 nha tu va nhiing
ngudi méi tu séng & Wat Sri Soda, hau hét
ho 13 ngudi mién nui, trong d6 ¢6 300 ngudi
Karen. Nam sau udc tinh c6 khoang 100 nha
su nguoi1 Karen dugc phong chuc. Bén canh
chua chinh, mot sé chua nhd hon va céc
trung tam dao tao cling da ra doi; ¢ huyén
San Sai gan Chiang Mai, thdm chi c6 mdt
truong tiéu hoc danh cho su nit. Wat Sri
Soda da dugc Vu Phuc lgi cong tai trg, va
hoang hau Sirikit ciing thuong xuyén tiang
tién cho trung tim nay. Ciing c6 sdn mot
chuong trinh gidang day cho truong trung
hoc va tiéng Pa-li (An P¢) va thién dinh
cling dugc giang day & d6. Sinh vién c6 thé
tiép tuc chuong trinh hoc tap 4 nam tai Dai
hoc Phat gido Maha Chulalongkorn &
Chiang Mai. Hoc sinh ngi tra tai chua khong
phai dong tién an &, vi thé da tao diéu kién
cho cac gia dinh ¢ lang qué ngheéo c6 co hoi
gui con em cua ho tdi hoc tai cac truong &
thi tran.

Thoi gian dao tao cho mot théy tu kéo
dai 3 nam, cho du céc truong tu vién luon
khuyén khich cac thay tu dinh cu tai qué nha
trong mot thoi gian dai hon thé. Con co cac

khéa dao tao dic biét vé nhimng quy dinh
chung cho cac nha su nay - cha yéu 1a nguoi
Théi, mic du cling c6 mot sb it 1a nguoi
Karen - nhitng ngudi sap vé day tai cac lang
qué. Doi ngii cac nha su téa ra cac lang dé
danh gid nhu ciu cta nguodi din, va nhimg
dé xuét, kién nghi dya trén nhitng nhu cau
cua ho dugc gui téi cic co quan cua nha
nudc. Muc dich cua chuong trinh cling
gidng nhau, nhu: hd trg vé gido duc, t6n gido
va phat trién, va hoa nhap vao quéc gia13.
Cac co quan nha nudc con quan tam tdi viéc
dua Phat gido dén v6i nhan dan, thé hién qua
viéc tap hop mdt luc lugng khoang 200 nha
su mién ndi do Vu Phic loi cong td chirc
thang 7 nam 2000 tai Wat
Benjamabopit, Bang Cdc, noi cac thanh vién

vao

trong gia dinh hoang gia dugc phong chirc™.

Nhitng anh huéng ngay cang 16n
manh cua Phat gido trong nhom nguoi
Karen tao diéu kién thuan loi cho hoa nhap
vao xa hoi Thai. Bt chép su tac dong cua
cac phong trao cai cach trong Phat gido
Thai, Phat gido cling chua bao gio bi tach
khoi ban sic dan tdc va ban sic Thai, vi
vy mot sd quan chtrc di bay to quan diém
rang “chi c6 nguoi Karen theo dao Phat 1a
cong dan trung thanh”™®. Dan di cu thi

3 Phong van Trudng tu vién Wat Sri Soda va Phra
Irun - mot nha su ¢ cung tu vién.

 Buu dién Bing Cc, ngay 2 thang 7 nam 2000.

> Théng tin c4 nhan, Lamar Robert, cb vén cao cép
ctia Vién Nghién ctru xa hoi, Chiang Mai. Cac nha su
theo chu nghia cai lvong gdm Bhuddhadhasa Bhikkhu,
Achan Cha (nha su & rimg) va cac nha lanh dao cua
phong trao Santi Asok. Xem Juliane Schober, “Su
rang budc cua Phat gido Theravada véi hién dai hda &
bong Nam A: M6 hinh x3 hoi ciia mot chinh thé thién
ha di dén dau?”, JSEAS, 26, 2 (1995): 307- 25; va
Sulak Sivaraksa, “Phat gidao va xa hoi. Vuot ra khoi
tam nhin hién tai” trong Phdt gido va xd héi Thdi
Lan, cha bién B. J. Terwiel (Gaya: Trung tam nghién
ctru Dong Nam A, 1984), tr. 97-119.
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thanh, nhirng ngudi cung chia sé cudc sdng
t6n gido O thi trin véi dan Thai lang giéng
lam tang anh huong Phat gido trong cac
lang ngudi Karen khi ho tré vé nha, va
cang ngay cang c6 nhiéu nha su nguoi Thai
c6 mit tai cac lang qué hon truge day. Néu
nhu cac cudc hon nhan hén hop toc nguoi
v6i nguoi Théi xay ra thi hau hét 1 xay ra
trong bdi canh dao Phét.
Truyén dao Co dbc giso

Nam 1858 nha tho Tin lanh dau tién
& mién Bic Thai Lan tai Chiang Mai do hai
nha truyén dao ctia Gido hoi Truong ldo
nguoi MY, Johathan Wilson va Daniel
McGilvary thanh 18p. Vao thoi gian do ho
khong dén voi nguoi Karen, va sy thanh
cong trong viéc truyén gido cho toc ngudi
Théi ciing rat han ché®™. Trong khi d6 cong
viéc tmyén gido & Mién Pién lai rat thanh
cong, dac bi¢t trong nhém nguoi Sgaw
Karen, khong phai cho dén nim 1950 Hoi
truyén gido phai Bap-tit (Baptist — c6 nguoi
dich 13 phai tay 1&/rira t61) My méi bat dau
gat hai nhling thanh cong trong viéc
chuyén d6i tén gido ctia ngudi Thai ¢ mién
bién gidi, chi yéu la nhitng nguoi Karen
Mién Dién, tiép theo sau nhiing cb ging
khong thanh cua gido phai Phuc am. Cudi
cung thi Hiép hoi Tin lanh ngudi Karen
(KBC) cting da dugc thanh lap vao ndm
1955, 1a mot bo phan cua Hiép hoi truyén
gido phai Béap-tit (Baptist) cia Thai Lan,
thuoc Gido hdi phai Bap-tit (Baptist) Thai
Lan. Cong gido bat dau cong viéc truyén

** Herbert R. Swanson, Khrischak Muang Nua.
Nghién ciru vé lich si nha tho nguoi Thai o mién Bac
(Bang Coc: Nxb Chuan, 1984, tr. 5).

gido vao ndm 1951 tai huyén Chomthong
cta tinh Chiang Mai*’.

Céac nha truyén gido nudc ngoai phai
rut lui khoi Trung Hoa sau khi nhitng nguoi
cong san vao tiép quan nim 1949. Tim kiém
mién dat méi dé truyén dao, dau tién ho
chon Mién Pién, va sau d6 chuyén huong toi
Thai Lan, boi vi Mién Dién luc d6 dang phai
vat Ion véi tinh trang 10n x0n sau chu nghia
thuc dan va vi hau hét cac nha truyén dao o
d6 phai ra di sau chinh bién quin sy nim
1962. Sau thit bai v6i cac nhom tdc nguoi
no6i tiéng Thai, cac toc ngudi ving cao trd
thanh muyc tiéu méi. Ngay nay, s lugng
ngudi nudc ngoai ngay cang giam di trong
s& cic nha truyén gido Baptist téi ngudi
Karen. Céc nha truyén gio chu yéu téi thim
cac lang duogc goi 1a “khong thé t6i duge”,
noi ma sach Phic Am chua t6i duge theo
dung nghia - nhu ho sap dit - dé ctru nhing
ngudi theo Thuyét Van vat hiru linh thoat
khoi sy d6t nat. Nhimg ngudi ti nan Karen
Mién Dién séng & mot s6 lang doc theo bién
gidi cua tinh Mae Hong Son va ho da ting
phai chiu dung su buc hai cua nhitng nguoi
linh Phat gido Mién Dién, 1a nhiing nguoi
theo dao Co ddc nhiét thanh va ciing la
nguoi giang dao cho nhitng lang Karen &
Thai Lan.

Hién tai, sb lugng tin dd Co dbe gido
thudc cac nhom dan tdc thiéu sé & mién Béc
Thai Lan ngay cang tang 1én, mac du ti 1&

” Chumpol Maniratanavongsiri, “Tén gido va su thay
ddi xa hoi. Su tiép ndi mang tinh tdc ngudi va sy thay
d6i cua ngudi Karen ¢ Thai Lan”, trong Phdt trién
hay khai héa? Cac dan téc ban dia ¢ Pong Nam A,
cht bién Don McCaskill va Ken Kampe (Chiang Mai:
Silkworm, 1977), tr. 238; Hayami, “Nghi 1& va
chuyén déi ton giao”, tr. 96-101; Hovemyr, Tim hiéu
vua Karen.
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ngudi theo dao Co dbc gido trén toan Thai
Lan m&i chi duy tri & muc khoang 1%
Nhimng tin dd Bap-tit, Hoi Truong ldo, va
Hoi Giam ly cua M¥ duoc co cAu 12 mot bd
phan cua Gido hoi Co dbc gido & Thai Lan
(CCT). Hiép hoi truyén gido hai ngoai
(OMF), Hoi truyén gido bd lac méi va tin
d6 Béap-tit mién Nam (Hiép hoi cac tin do
Bap-tit Thai Lan) 1a mot bo phan cia Hiép
hodi cia cac tin d6 theo phai Phiic 4m Thai
Lan (EFT). Tat ca cac gido phai Tin lanh
phai 12 thanh vién cua mot trong nhiing t6
chutrc bdo trg trén, chiu sy gidm sat cua Cuc
Ton gido. HO1 nghi cac giam muc Thai Lan,
duoc coi la hoi déng tdi cao cia Gido hoi
Thién chua gido, ciing phai giai quyét cac
cong viéc cua Cuc nay.

O Mién Dién, nguodi Karen dau tién
tén 1a Ko Thya Bu dugc Adoniram Judson,
nha truyén gido ngudi My gan b véi cac tin
d6 Bap-tit rira toi nam 1828, Khi nhiing
nha truyén gido dau tién xuat hién vao dau
thé ky XIX, nguoi Karen dugc goi nho vé
cudn cham ngdn, ma trong dé co sy sang tao

8 Theo TBMF 8.000 ngudi La Hu theo gido phai
Bép-tit 1a thanh vién ctia Hiép dinh Gido phai Bap-tit
La Hu va 6.000 nguoi Akha theo gido phai Bap-tit
thudc Gido hoi Akha (Tai liéu ndi bo cua Hoi truyén
gido Bap-tit Thai Lan, ndm 2000); trong nam 1999,
dan s6 nguoi La Hu la 84.264 ngu(‘)i va Akha la
56.162 nguoi (Vién Nghién ctru Bo toc, Théng ké vé
dan toc thiéu s67). P6i voi 250.000 tin dd Thién chla
gido & Thai Lan va nhimng ngudi tin d6 dao Tin lanh
khong thudc phai Bap-tit khong lam 1€ rira toi , khong
hé thiy mot con s6 nao ciia nhom vo than (tu lidu tir
“Lich st cua Gido hoi Thién chua gido & Thai Lan”,
http: /mww. stjohn.ac.th/Department/info/ch_history.html
va sb lidu do Cha Nipot ¢ Diocese, Chiang Mai cung
cép). S6 luong tin dd dao Tin lanh ngay cang ting
trong nhom nguoi La Ha va Akha; ti 18 cac tin do Co
dbc giao trong nhom ngudi Lisu va Hmong lai it di.

19 Jeffrey Louis Petry, “Loi phan cua Chua: Tin db
dao Co dbc, ngudi Karen, thyc dan va sy hinh thanh
nude Mién Dién” (Luén an tién si, 1993), tr. 77.

than thoai cta ho vé nhirng dua tré cia than
Yoa, Chua sang tao, ho dd nhan dugc cubn
sach d6 nhung sau d6 lai bi mt di do sy bat
can. Cau chuyén huyén thoai ké rﬁng, mot
hém ngudi anh da tring d3 mang quyén sach
tré lai cho nguoi anh em dong dao cta anh
ta 12 nguoi Karen. Mot sb nguodi Karen da
thiy cac nha truyén gido cing v6i sach Kinh
thanh ciia ho nhu nguoi anh em da tring
trong truyén than thoai ctia ho. Mot s6 nguoi
truyén gido My dau tién nghi rang nguoi
Karen di hinh dung vé Chua, boi vi theo
quan diém cta ho khai niém vé nha tao hoa
Yoa rat gan voi nha sang tao Yahweh, than
ctia nguoi Do Thai, hai vi than tham chi ¢
tén tuong tr. Mot vai nha truyén gido con tin
chic ring nguoi Karen thuc chit 1a mot
trong 10 bo tdc da bi mat ctia dan Do Thai%
MGdi lién hé nay da dugc khai thac dé cai dao
ngudi Karen sang Co dbc gido dé dang hon,
va cac quan niém vé dao 1y cua cac tin do
Co dbc gido lién quan téi long trung thanh
hay quan hé tinh duc phu hop véi tin ngudng
truyén thdng ctia nguoi Karen. Tét ca nhiing
ngudi Karen theo Co ddc gido duoc phong
van - va ké ca nhitng ngudi theo Phat gido -
ciing no6i rang ho cam thay thoai mai hon sau
khi bo viéc tho cung to tién. Thé gidi ton
gido nhu Co dbc gido tao co hoi tiép xuc véi
thé gii bén ngoai va loai bo di nhitng han
ché cia than linh dia phuong, trong khi Kinh
thanh dai dién cho chan 1y co ban va tao ra

% Ananda Rajah, “Sic tdc, chu nghia dan tdc, va nha
nuée - dan toc. Nguoi Karen & Mién Pién va Thai
Lan”, trong Cdc toc nguwoi xuyén bién gioi o Pong
Nam A luc dia, chi bién Gehan Wijeyewardene
(Singapore: ISEAS, 1990), tr. 113; Hayaml “Chuyen
d6i ton gido, tin ngudng”, tr. 88. Hau het nhung
nguoi Karen theo Co ddc giao déu tin ring Yoa va
than linh trong Kinh thanh giéng nhau.
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su d6i khang v&i ton gido ciia nhom toc
nguoi cé anh huong 16n hon?.

Céc nha truyén gido dao Co dbc xay
dung chir viét cho nhirng ngudi dan ving
cao thit hoc trudc day. Tin d dao Bap-tit da
tao ra chir viét cho ngudi Karen bang cach
st dung bang chit cai Mién Pién vao dau thé
ky XIX. Mot thoi gian ngin sau, nhiing
nguoi theo dao Cong gido da gidi thi¢u chir
La M3 cho nhitng ngudi Karen & Mién Pién,
trong khi d6 chir viét cua tin d6 theo dao
Cong gido dugc st dung ¢ Thai Lan ngay
nay da c6 tor nhiing ndm 1950. Tham chi
ngdy nay, trong do tudi tir 15 dén 20 c6 90%
nguoi theo dao Cong gido - chi c6 7% nguoi
theo dao Phat - ngudi theo Thuyét Van vat
hitu linh - 1a nhiing nguoi thao mdt trong
nhitng chir viét cua ngudi Karen®. Trong
nhting ndm 1950, do viéc truyén dao dang
gianh duoc anh huéng & mién Bac Thai Lan,
ho da m¢é rong pham vi anh hudng cua minh
sang linh vuc gido duc, cham soc stcc khoe
va k¥ thuat canh tdc nong nghiép. Vao thoi
diém do, cac co quan nha nude ciing nhu cac
t6 chirc phi chinh phu déu khong co su hd
trg tuong ty nao dbi véi cac dbi tuong bi coi
la khong quan trong & vung cao.

O Mién Dién, t6n gido da khoét sau
mdi bt hoa gitta quan phién loan chu yéu la
ngudi Karen theo Co ddc gido va Chinh phu

2! Charles F. Keyes, “Tré thanh tin dd Co dbc gido
Tin lanh trong thé giéi Pong Nam A”, JSEAS, 27, 2
(1996): 288; David Bradley, “Ban sic. Tinh bén bi
cua cac nhom toc ngudi”, trong chi bién: McKinnon
va Wanat, Nhitng nguwoi ddn viung cao ¢ Théi Lan,
tr. 52; Cornelia Ann Kammerer, “Phong tuc va su
chuyén déi sang dao Co déc & ngudi Akha ving cao
ciia Mién Dién va Thai Lan”, Nha ddn téc hoc My,
17, 2 (1990): 285.

2 Chumpol, “T6n gido va sy thay ddi xa hoi”, tr. 242;
Nicholas Tapp, “Tac dong cua truyén giao dao Co
d6c dén cac nhom toc nguoi bi cach ly ra khoi nhip
diéu phat trién xa hoi”, JSEAS, 20, 1 (1989): 75.

Mién Dién theo dao Phat. Su khac biét vé
ton giao 12 nguyén nhan gy ra su bat hoa
trong Lién minh Qudc gia cua ngudi Karen
(KNU), Lién minh nay da khong ngung
chéng lai Chinh phu Mién Dién tir nim
1949. Mot bo phan cac chién si theo dao
Phét trong Lién minh Qudc gia cia nguoi
Karen (KNU), v6i su hd trg cia mot thay tu
dang kinh thudc nhom Pwo Karen, dd ndi
day chéng lai su 1anh dao cua t6 chire KNU
Co dbc gido dé hop tac v6i quan doi Mién
bién dudi cai tén Quan doi Phat gido Kayin
Dan cha (DKBA). Quan ddi Mién Dién da
rat kinh nghiém trong viéc gia ting nhing
xung dot dang ton tai bén trong KNUZ,

Ban sic dén tdc va ton gido

MS&i nhém dan toc nhiéu hay it déu
mang tinh ndi hén. Cam nhan cua tinh thong
nhit dya trén lich sir, ngdn ngit va su sap
nhap chung. Khong mot ban sic riéng 1é nao
ton tai; dung hon 13 c6 mot s6 ban sic (tinh
dong nhat) thay d6i khong ngimg nén doi khi
gitta ching giy ra nhimg xung dot. Ban sic
dan toc va ton gido 1a hai trong nhiéu ban sic
clia con ngudi ¢6 bién ddi quan trong; hai ban
sic d6 khong phai ltuc nao ciing ph hop, nhu
truong hop cua nguoi Karen®. Ban séc toc
nguoi ma toi sir dung ¢ day dugce dinh nghia

2 Mikael Gravers, Chi nghia dan toc nhw la sy da
nghi chinh tri ¢ Mién Pién (Richmond: Curzon,
1999); Don McCaskill, “Chia r& va chinh phuc. Chu
nghia bé phdi, cha nghia co hoi va su sup do cua
Manerplaw”, trong Phdt trién hay khai héa?, do
McCaskill va Kampe lam chu bién, tr. 602-9.

24 Ulrich Schneckener, “Cac van dé vé su tu tri tap thé:
toc nguoi, dan toc, quéc gia”, Ngoai bién, 67, 17
(1997): 29; Eugene E. Roosens, Tao nén ddn téc. Qud
trinh hinh thanh téc nguoi (Newbury Park, CA: Sage,
1989), tr. 16; Jessica Jacobson, “Tén gido va sc toc.
Cac ngudn thay thé va sy s¢ hitu ban sic ¢ nhimg nguoi
Pakistan gbc Anh tré tudi”, Nghién citu ching téc va sdc
téc [tir nay vé sau goi la ERS], 20, 2, (1997): 238-56; va
Manning Nash, Cdi vac ciia din tc trong thé gidi hién
dai (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1989).
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tinh bim  sinh
tinh  bdi  cinh
(situationalism). Cac khia canh co ban ctua
dinh nghia nay bao gdm nhitng phin sau:
“Inhém dan toc] biéu twong chu thé hodc sir
dung mdt khia canh nao do ctia van hoa mang
tinh biéu tuong, dé phan biét sy khac nhau
gitta ho véi cic nhom khac. Nhimg biéu
tuong nay co thé bi ap dat tir bén ngoai hodc
525

tong  hop
(primordialism)  va

béi  su

da co tir bén trong

Bén sic toc ngudi bam sinh va do bdi
canh chi phéi c6 thé ton tai dong thoi. Bién
gidi toc nguoi c6 thé vira khong chic chén,
uyén chuyén, lai vira ¢d dinh. Pay 1a diém
quan trong, boi vi tan thanh cach tiép can
ban sic toc ngudi ludn thay doi dua trén co
ciu xi hoi trong mot thoi gian dai 1a hoan
toan hop thoi®. Thuyét bam sinh két luan
rang mot tdc ngudi gin bé mat thiét voi
nhau qua mbi quan hé than thudc, ngon ngir
va t6n gido; Harold Issacs nhidn manh nhu

% George De Vos, “Thuyét da nguyén toc nguoi:
Xung d6t va thoa hiép”, trong Bdn sdc téc nguoi, tinh
lién tuc va thay déi ciia van héa, chi bién: George De
Vos va Lola Romanucci-Ross (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 1982), tr. 17. Cung xem Roland
Platz “D1 cu va ban sic toc nguoi”, Dién dan chau A
quoc té, 30, 3-4 (1999): 295-312; va Platz, Si bén bi
va thay déi ciia bdn sac t6c nguoi. Tam quan trong
ciia di cu trong vi du vé nguwoi Lisu va Karen & mién
Bdc Thai Lan (Bonn: Nxb Holos, 2000).

% Xem vi du, Edmund R. Leach, Hé théng chinh tri o
viing cao Mién Pién, tai ban lan thir hai (London:
Athlone Press, 1970). Frank Proschan dua ra vi du vé
nguoi Kho-ma - Toc nguoi noi tiéng Mon - Khome &
Thai Lan, Lao va Viét Nam - 1a mot vi du vé nhiing
bién gidi phuc tap nay. Cac duong bién gidi, nhu
ngon nglt va dong ho, da dugc xac dinh rd rang,
nhung dong thoi nhitg ngudi nude ngoai ciing hoi
nhép. O My c6 ngudi Kho-mu, nhitng ngudi ma cach
day khong lau ho con su dung ngén ngit cia ho
nhung tyr ho van coi minh 1a ngudi Kho-ma; Frank
Proschan, “Tét ca ching toi déu la nguoi Kho-mu,
gidng nhu nhau. Toc danh, ban sic toc ngudi va cac
dan toc”, Nha Dan téc hoc My, 24,1 (1997): 92.

cau duoc 1a thanh vién cua mot toc nguc‘ri27.

Khai niém bam sinh vé ban sic tdc nguoi
cimg nhic qua muc, tuy nhién, cic nha phé
binh cho rang khai niém nay khong bao gom
su thay dbi ban sic toc ngudi, trong khi do
tinh tdc nguoi lai dugce chi y qua muac va y
nghia cta sy anh huong 1an nhau vé mit xa
hoi thi lai bi bé qua®®

Theo Thuyét bdi canh (chu nghia
hinh thirc va chu nghia tinh hudng), mait
khéac, nhitng nét van hoéa chung phuy thudc
vao tinh hudng cua cac chi thé dé quyét
dinh bién gidi toc nguoi duge xac dinh nhu
thé nao. Toc nguoi la cac thuc thé x3 hoi
bat ngudn tir sy dbi 1ap mang tinh ciu tric
gitta cac nhom co6 sy tac dong qua lai voi
nhau. Viéc xac dinh cdc nhom riéng biét
khong phai & nén vian hoa chung nao ma ¢
viéc gan cho no va sy ty nhén cua chu thé%

%" Harold R. Issaacs, Than tuwong ctia bd lac: Ban sdc
ctia nhom ngudi va sy thay doi chinh tri (New York:
Harper & Row, 1975), tr. 397. Thao luan vé tinh bam
sinh, xem Wsevolod W. Isajiw, “Nhimng dinh nghia vé
toc nguoi”, Téc nguoi, 1 (1974): 111-24; Clifford
Geertz, “Cudc cach mang dé hop thanh mot thé théng
nhét. Nhitng quan diém co ban va chinh thé dan su
trong nhitng nha nudc moi”, trong Cac xa hoi cii va
nhitng nha nuoc moi. Tim kiém tinh chat hién dai o
chau A va chau Phi, chu bién: Clifford Geertz (New
York: Free Press of Glencoe, 1963), tr. 105-57;
Andrew M. Greeley, Téc nguoi ¢ My: Khdo sat so bé
(New York: Wiley, 1974); va Edward Shils, “Céc mbi
quan hé nguyén so, ca nhan, thiéng liéng va cong dan”,
Tap chi Xa hi hoc Anh quéc, 8, 2 (1957): 130-45.

%8 Elaine M. Burgess, “Su hdi sinh cua toc nguoi:
Huyén thoai hay hién thuc?, ERS, 1, 3 (1978): 266; va
James McKay, “Téng hop giai thich vé cac phwong
phap tiép can theo thuyét bim sinh va thuyét van
dong trong viéc nghién ctru cac hién twong mang tinh
toc ngudi”, ERS, 5, 4 (1982): 398.

# Fredrik Barth, “Loi gidi thiéu”, trong Cdc ddn téc
va bién gioi: Té6 chire xa héi cia sw khac biét van
héa, cha bién Fredrrik Barth  (Bergen:
Universiteitsforlaget, 1969), tr. 10. Céac thao luan
khac gém c6 Leach, Cdc hé thong chinh tri, Leo A.
Despres, “Hudng t6i mot 1y thuyét vé hién tugng
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Cho dén thoi diém nay Abner Cohen dua ra
viéc xac dinh cac tdc nguoi la cac nhom co
chung loi ich cung hanh dong mot cach hop
ly, nhung trén thuc té ho co thé khong bi
bét budc phai phuc tung cac nhém c6 chung
loi ich boi vi cam két cam tinh c6 thé ton
tai ma khong dugc tinh toan mot cach hop
ly. Thay d6i xay ra, nhung khong lién tuc;
pham vi ctia nd bi gi¢i han hon nhiéu so véi
nhimg diéu dugc thira nhan cua nhiing
ngudi theo truong phai bbi canh™®. Thay d6i
ban sic tc nguoi chi ¢ thé xay ra khi hai
ngdn ngit va hai nén vin hoa cing ton tai;
néu mot toc nguoi khong chap nhan ngudi

mang tinh toc nguoi”, trong Toc nguoi va sw canh
tranh vé tai nguyén trong cdc xd héi da tdc nguoi,
chu bién Leo A. Despres (The Hague: Mouton,
1975), tr. 187-207; Arnold L. Epstein, Téc nguoi va
ban sdc: Ba nghién ciu vé téc nguoi (London:
Tavistock, 1978); Erwin Orywal va K. Hackstein,
“Dan toc: Giai thich tinh xac thuc vé toc ngudi”,
trong S6 tay Ddn toc hoc, chu bién Thomas
Schweizer (Berlin: Nxb Reimer, 1993), tr. 595;
Lawrence Rosen, Dy tinh vé tinh xdc thuc: Xay dung
cdc moi quan hé xa héi trong cong dong Hoi gido
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1984); va Téc
nguoi dang hoat dong, chu bién: Sandra Wallman
(London: Macmillan, 1979).

% Abner Cohen, “Loi gidi thiéu”, trong Toc nguoi
thanh thi, chu bién: Abner Cohen (London:
Tavistock, 1974), tr. xvi. Ciing xem David Banks,
“Loi gi6i thiéu”, trong Thay doi ban sdc ¢ Déng Nam
A hién dai, chi bién: David Banks (The Hague:
Mouton), tr. 1-3; Georg Elwert, “Dan tdc nhu 1a sy
gia thich vé mat 1y luan va thyc tién”, trong Ddn téc
trong suw chuyén doi, chu bién: Peter Waldmann va G.
Elwert (Saarbrucken & Fort Lauderdale: Breitenbach,
1989), tr. 21-60; Thomas O. Hollmann, “Nhirng quan
niém co ban vé thuat nglt tdc nguoi trong dan tdc
hoc: truong hop cac dan toc & Pong Nam A luc dia”,
Tribus, 41 (1992): 177-86; Leach, Cdc hé th(fng chinh
tri, Frederick K. Lehman, “Céc loai hinh toc nguoi ¢
Mién Dién va 1y thuyét vé cac hé thdng xa hoi” trong
Cic bé toc ¢ Pong Nam A, dén toc thiéu sé va cdc dén
toc, chii bién: Peter Kunstadter, Tap 1 (Princeton:
Princeton University Press), 1967, tr. 93-124; va Mot
nieée Mexico khdc. Nguoi ban dia tir Chiapas dén
Chihuahua, chi bién: Ellen Schriek va H. W. Schmuhl
(Giessen: Nxb Focus, 1997).

ngoai hodc ty khép kin thi sy thay doi
khong xay ra*’. Liéu quan niém cua nhiing
ngudi theo trudng phai bdi canh co xét t6i
ngdn ngit, mot trong nhitng nhan t& quan
trong nhit tao nén ban sic toc nguoi?
Nhitng ngudi dan ving cao mién Bic Thai
Lan hoc tiéng Thai nhu 13 ngdn ngit thir hai
thi khi néi tiéng qudc ngit s& c6 pha tiéng
dia phuong ciia minh va vé mit cam xac thi
khong thé so sanh duwoc nhu khi thé hién
cam xuc ctia minh bang ngdn ngit ban dia®.

Ban sic toc ngudi khoéng phai cd
dinh, ma ban than no ciing thé hién 1a mot
qua trinh luon dong voi nhitng han ché vé
tinh linh hoat. Sy dbi 1ap trong cac linh vuc
xa hoi, van hod va ton gido tac dong tdi tinh
bén vitng cua ban sic tdc nguoi, va su tu
nhan cua n6 dua trén sy tuong tic mang
tinh lich str v6i cac toc ngudi khac co thé
gan lién véi su d6i lap nz‘ly33. Sy tu nhan
thire vé chinh minh ctia mot nhém nguoi cé
thé phan anh sy manh hon, kém hon, niém
tu hao hodc tinh phong v¢. Yéu t6 co ban
clia ban sic toc nguoi 1a nhitng hanh dong
khac biét va mang tinh cd nhan cua cac
thanh vién toc nguoi. Peter Kunstadter da
chi rd thyc té rang nguoi Karen thich mo

8! Charles F. Keyes, “Loi gi6i thiéu”, trong S thich
nghi toc nguoi, chi bién: Keyes, tr. 6; va William A.
Smalley, Su da dang ngén ngir va thong nhat quéc
gia: Sinh thdi hoc ngon ngit o Thai Lan (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1994), tr. 259.

% George De Vos va Lola Romanucci-Ross, “Tinh
tdc ngudi: Mach ¥ nghia va biéu twong cua sy twong
phan”, trong Bdn sdc téc nguoi, chi bién: De Vos va
Romanucci-Ross, tr. 374-5. V& khung canh dic thu
ctia mién Bic Thai Lan, xem Smalley, Su da dang
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hinh “qudc gia ctia cic dan toc” hon 1a mo
hinh “noi tu cu¥, Su phan chia toc nguoi
la mot ph?ln cua van hoa Karen: sy ty nhan
thirc vé chinh ban than ho da dugc thé hién
trong cac cau chuyén than thoai vé viéc 1a
tré md ¢bi cua ho va phan anh sy chiu dung
ap buc va phan biét doi xu, dic biét cua
ngudi Mién Dién, trong nhiéu thé ky. Tuy
nhién, vé phuong dién dao dic ngudi Karen
cam thdy minh & dang cdp cao hon so véi
cac toc nguoi khéc.

Ban sic ton gido c6 thé c6 nhiéu anh
hudng hon ban sic toc nguoi, va bién gidi
ciia ban sic toc ngudi it & rang hon khi
mot t6n gido phd bién 13 nhan t6 thong
nhat. Mot vi du 1a nhimg nguoi di cu
Pakistan thudc thé hé tha hai hién dang
séng tai Vuong qudc Anh, ho ty nhan minh
la nguoi mang trong minh hai dong van
héa, nhung van 1a mot bo phan cia cong
dong Hbi gido xuyén qubc gia®. Kim
Hyung - Jun di goi cho chang t6i nhd dén
su d6i khang ngay cang manh giita Co dc
gido va Hoi gido & Java von da chi phdi doi
soéng phi ton gido thudng ngay®. Gan day
quﬁn dao Indonéxia da tré thanh mot vi du
minh hoa vé cac cudc xung dot, ma noi day
ton gido da dugc coi la nhan td cua su khac
bi¢t. Pac biét, cac ton gido thude Thuyét
doc than nhu Co ddc gido va Hoi gido co
xu hudng phan cuc va tir bo ton gido cua
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minh. Trong truong hop tin d6 dao Tin
lanh nguoi Karen, ban sic ton gido va dan
toc cua ho khong tach roi nhau, dan toi
viéc tao thanh cic dudong bién gidi trong
ndi bd tdc nguoi. Cac cudc xung dot bén
trong cac dan toc khac & mién Béic Thai
Lan tham chi ngdy cang sdu sic, tuy nhién,
toc nguoi Akha theo Co déc gido van to ra
coi thudng tin ngudng truyén thong, trong
khi d6 nhiing ngudi Hmong theo dao Tin
lanh lai c6 xu hudng ) chép va dbi lap,
dan t&i viéc chia ré khong gian ton gido
trong cung mot la‘mg37.
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