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NGUOI VIET CO THO CHO KHONG?

BUI XUAN DiNH

Tu thang 7 nam 2005, mot s6 t& bao 16n
& Thu do dua tin UBND thanh phé Ha Noi
chuén bi thuc hién “Duw dn xdy dung, tén tao
di tich dén tho Cau Nhi” (ng6i dén nho ndm
trén go dat nho trong ho Tric Bach, ven
duong Thanh Nién) v6i kinh phi du tinh 1a
trén 3 ty dong. Du dn duoc x4y dung kha chu
ddo, duoc khd nhiéu nha st hoc ¢ tén tudi
g6p ¥ qua nhiéu cudc thao luan. Can ci khoa
hoc ctia Du an nay khong chi l1a nhiing ghi
chép trong sach “Tdy HO chi”' ma con 1a luan
thuyét “Nguoi Viét cé tuc tho ché” qua khang
dinh ctia nhiéu nha khoa hoc ¢6 tén tuéi.

Tuy nhién, Du 4n trén day khong nhan
duoc su dong tinh, tham chi gap phai nhiing
phan tGng quyét liét cia mot s6 nha khoa
hoc, ca trén bao chi cling nhu trong mot s6
cudc hoi thao, nhat 1a cudc Hoi thao do S&
Van héa Thong tin Ha Noi phoi hop véi
UBND quan Ba Dinh va Hoi St hoc Viét
Nam t6 chic (thdng 8 nam 2005). Phan dong
nhiing nguoi dugc nghe, c6 quan tam dén van

Y Tay Ho chi: sach chép tay, khong ghi tic gia va nién
dai, hién con luu tai Thu vién Vién Nghién ctru Héan
Nom, ky hiéu A. 3192/1 va A. 3192/2; ban dich cta
Tran Thanh Dam, Bo Qudc gia Gido duc Sai Gon xuat
ban, 1962. Ngoai viéc dua ra mot s6 thong tin vé hé
thong dinh chiia, dén miéu, nhan vat lich st & céc
lang ven H6 Tay ngay nay, sich ¢6 mot s6 nham 14n,
trong d6 nham 1an 16n nhét 1a chép nam Vua Ly Thai
T6 doi do tir Hoa Lu ra thanh Dai La vao niam Nham
Tudt (ndam 1022), trong khi chinh st déu ghi 1a nam
Canh Tuat (nam 1010).

dé nay khi d6 ciing boc 16 ¥ kién khong tin
dong. Tir d6, cudc tranh luan nay dién ra ldc
am tham, khi quyét liét va dén nay, van chua
c6 10i két, trong khi mdc ky niém nghin nam
Thang Long - Ha Noi dang dén rat gan, va
c6 lic, trén mot to bdo no, cé ngudi da dé
nghi “cdn phai xay lai dén Ciu Nhi ngay
trong nam 2006”.

Viéc dung lai dén Cau Nhi phi hop
hay khong phu hgp, c¢6 du luan ct khoa hoc
dudi goc do st hoc hay khong, téi khong ban
dén. Bai vié€t nay chi nhin dudi géc do Dan
toc hoc dé xem xét ngudi Viét c6 tuc thd ché
hay khong, boi day 1a van dé Dan toc hoc rat
dang quan tam.

Trd lai v6i van dé trong tam duoc ban.
Nhim tng ho cho viéc xay dung lai dén Ciu
Nhi, nhiéu nha khoa hoc di khing dinh
“Nguoi Viét ¢6 tuc tho chd”, nhu “Su hién
dién ctia dén C4u Nhi Ia ding véi tin ngudng
dan gian va tuc tho ché cta nguoi Viét”;
“Tho ché khong c6 gi diang xau ho”; “Nén
trd lai y nghia ton gido, tin ngudng ban dau
la thd Than Cau Nhi, con trd lai thd miu
“thuy trung tién” thi khong nén, sg phat sinh
phtic tap”; “Thd than Cau Nhi xudt phét tir
tap quan tho da than cua ta”; “Tin ngudng
tho ché khong c6 gi la trong tin ngudng Viét
Nam va tin ngudng nay khong cé gi xau”
(Duong Trung Qudc, 2005). C6 nha khoa
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hoc con qua quyét “Ché dugce coi nhu mot vi
than trong tin ngudng dan gian giai doan
muén” (Kiéu Thu Hoach, 2006, tr. 229).
Tham chi c6 ngudi con cho rang, “Thd ché
12 biéu hién cua to tem gido”.

Vay su that c6 dung nhu vay khong?

Tu truéc dén nay, gidi Dan tdc hoc da
thong nhat rang, to6 tem gido (nhan mot loai
vat, loai cay lam “to6 tem”, tdc coi vat d6 la
c6 ho hang, tham chi la “t6” cla dong ho
hay thi toc) ton tai & nhiéu toc ngudi thiéu s6
trén dat nudc ta. Dién hinh 12 ngudi Kho-mu
¢ Tay Bac; m6i ho nhan mot loai dong vat
lam t6 tem, nhu cidc ho Quang nhan loai hé
(hé vang, hé xdm, hé vén...thy ho cu thé),
ho Lo nhan loai qua, ho Ha nhan loai cudc
v.v.; tén cta to6 tem dugc dung lam tén dong
ho. Nguyén tic co ban nhat, bat di bat dich
clia to tem gido 12 khong dugc san ban, danh,
giét, khi thay t6 tem gap nan thi phai cuu
giip va dac biét, khong dugc an thit to tem
(Le Si Gido va cac tac gia, 1997, tr. 169 -
170). C6 thé 1dy vi du dién hinh: ngudi An
Do tho bo thi cam ky an thit bo; vi thé, cudi
thé ky XIX, tai An Do da dién ra lan séng
nguoi An chong lai nguoi Anh rat quyét liét
vi ngudi Anh mé bo, an thit bd ngay tai lang
x6m cla nguoi An.

Nhu vay, chi tir géc do nay ciing du
thay, ché khong thé 1a t6 tem clia ngudi Viét,
bdi néu la to tem, sao lai bi nguoi Viét dé
dang danh, mang, tham chi giét thit dé 1am
“bay mon” dén nhu vay; hon nira, truéc day
con coi thit ché 1a mén an ngon ¢ doi “Song &
trén doi, an miéng doi cho”.

C6 nguoi bao vé “thuyét tho ché” da
vién vao 1y 1€ ctia nha Dan toc hoc X6 viét
To - ca - rép “an t0 tem cling 1a mot cdch dé
hoa nhap mdu thit v6i to6 tem” (Kiéu Thu

Hoach, 2006, tr. 229). Khong r6 To - ca - rép
diéu tra tu liéu & tdc nguodi nao, & nude nao,
chit 6 Viét Nam, khong hé c¢6 mot tu liéu nao
chép vé tuc an thit to6 tem & bat ky mot toc
nguoi nao (ngay ca ngu dan Viét tho ca voi -
c6 thé coi 1a mot tan tich cua to tem gido
cting khong dam an thit ca voi). Ciing khong
mot gido trinh Dan toc hoc nao ¢ Viét Nam
chép c6 viéc an thit to tem “dé hdoa nhap mau
thit v6i to tem”. V4 lai, luan diém ctia To-ca-
rép (ciling nhu cua Tréc- X0- n6p) ma mot so
nha nghién cttu dan ra khong thé coi la dai
dién cho ca truong phai Dan toc hoc X0 viét
tru6c day va ciing khong thé 1ay day lam
“chudn ly thuyét” dé nghién ctu céc vin dé
dan toc hoc va van héa hoc cua Viét Nam.
Hon nira, cho du toc ngudi nao d6 ¢ tuc an
thit t6 tem dé dat duoc muc dich trén thi
cling chi dan mang tinh nghi 1€, tuong trung,
chtt sao lai nhu nguoi Viét an “thuong truc”,
quanh nam sudt thang, nhat 1a c& sau ngay
Ram lai vat “to tem” ra lam bay mon, hay ¢6
nhan nhan nhitng nha hang “thit t6 tem” trén
bo dé Nhat Tan & Thu do6 Ha Noi mang du
cac “thuong hiéu”: Anh Tu, Tu Béo, La Co,
Son Hai...dén nhu vay?

Doi v6i hang triéu nguoi Viét ching ta,
da tir bao doi nay, hinh anh “con Rong chau
Tién” hay chim Lac nhu 1a biéu hién ctia to
tem khong con la diéu phai ban cai.

Vay, néu khong 1a t6 tem, ché c6 duge
ngudi Viét (cling nhu cic toc nguoi khac trén
dat nudc ta) tho hay khong?

Dé 1y giai van dé, can thiét phai 1am rd
quan niém vé€ ché trong tin ngudng & ngudi
Viét va mot so toc.

1. Cac tu liéu Dan toc hoc tur truée dén
nay da khang dinh, trong cdc toc ngudi &
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nude ta, chi duy nhdt ché duoc nguoi Dao
tho, vi ché dugc coi 1a Ban Vuong thuy t6;
con hau hét cic toc ngudi thiéu s6 tir ving
bong Bic sang Tay Bic, vao mién ndi
Thanh Nghé, cho dén viung Truong Son -
Tay Nguyén, vao ca vung nguoi Kho - me &
Nam B0, khong thdy mot cong trinh gian
chi Dan toc hoc nao viét vé tuc tho chd.
Mot s6 nhom tdc nguodi, nhu ho Quach &
nguoi Muong thudéc Mudng Vang, nay la
huyén Lac Son, tinh Hoa Binh (Vién Dan
toc hoc, 1978, tr. 82); ho Hoang cua ngudi
Khéng & xa Chiéng On, huyén Quynh Nhai,
tinh Son La) kiéng an thit ché (tu liéu dién
da cua tac gia), song nhitng truong hgp nay,
ch6 khong han 12 to tem.

Trong khi do6, céc tu liéu Dan toc hoc
déu khang dinh, trong tin ngudng clia hiu
hét cdc toc ngudi & nuée ta, ché 1a biéu
tuong cho th€ gidi bén dudi, cho ban dém,
bong t6i, cho su chét (khac véi chim, ga
tuong trung cho troi va mat troi, dnh sang,
ban ngdy, th€ gidi bén trén va su song). Bi€u
hién cuia quan niém nay 1a, hinh anh con ché
thuong xuat hién trong dam tang hoac trong
1€ trix ta cha khé nhiéu toc ngudi. Dién hinh
la & ngudi Muong - toc ngudi cé chung coi
nguodn véi nguoi Viét. Trong dam tang cua
toc nguoi nay trude kia ¢ 1€ thicc “Nhin ho”
v6i muc dich cho linh hon nguoi chét nhin
lai gia dinh, ho hang & Muong Nguoi 1an
cudi cung, trudc khi bude chan sang thé gidi
bén kia - Muong Ma), do 6ng Mo dan dat
bang doc bai Mo. Trong 1€ thic nay xuét
hién hinh 4nh con ché 1a biéu tuong cho
Muong Ma (Nguyén Tur Chi, 2003, tr. 31).
Céc tu liéu dién da cua toi 6 ving trung tam
Muong Bi (tinh Hoa Binh) nhitng nam 2003
- 2005 khang dinh thém diéu nay: trong I&

thitc Ke ctia ddm tang ngudi Muong xua - 1€
thitc nhdm cat moi lién hé binh thuong gitra
ma véi coi song, trén ban thd nguoi chét co
dat mot con ga ludce, duge noi bang mot soi
chi den (hoac day mau den) véi mot con cho
thui (nguyén ven ca con) dat trén quan tai.
Khi doc hét doan Mo dua ngudi chét sang
thé giGi bén kia, 6ng Mo lam phdp thuat roi
dung dao cat bo soi day néi con g va con
chd, v6i ngu y con ché sé dua hon nguoi chét
sang th€ giéi clia nhitng nguoi da khuat.
Trong dam tang hoac trong 1€ ciing ma ban
ctia ngudi Xinh-mun, nguoi ta dung thit ché
dé cing ma ta. Theo nha Dan toc hoc
Nguyén Tir Chi, con ché lién quan dén phap
thuat hon 1a dén than thoai (Nguyén Tur Chi,
2003, tr. 60). Diéu nay dugc thé hién rd nhat
trong dam tang cua nhom Nghet (nguoi
Xinh-mun): ngudi chét muoén 1én duoc véi t6
tién & “Muong Troi” phai qua hai ctra ai kho
khan nhét va phai nho su trg gidp cta con
ché. Cura ai dau & Phiéng Luong - noi ¢6 con
ch6 to mau vang, von bi dudi tr Mai Son
xuong, dua nguodi chét dén tim & mot mé
nudc réi méi di ti€p dén Suoi Rit, qua Hoa
Binh, quay lai Song Ma, ti€p tuc theo soéng
sang Lo dé di lén Mudng Troi. Clra i thit
hai, sau khi 1én dén tang thi ba cia Muong
Troi, nguoi chét phai qua mot cay cau co
nhiéu md, rat tron, khong thé di duoc, thiy
mo phai dung phap thuat goi ché dén dé ché
an hét cac chat m& ay cho nguoi chét di ti€p
(Tran Binh, 1999, tr. 208). O mot s6 lang
nguoi Muong huyén Ngoc Lac (tinh Thanh
Héa), ché 1a vat hién t€ trong 1& ciu yén, dé
dudi on than, dich t¢ (Nguyén Tur Chi, 2003,
tr. 60). O ving ngudi Thai huyén Mai Chau
(tinh Hoa Binh), ngay dau cua hoi Cha
Chiéng (hoi ta on cdc 6ng mo chita bénh) c6
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18 cling rlta ban, rita mudng. Ong mo phai
mé mot con lon, mot con chd, 1am mot mam
cb dem ra bia ring ciing dé xua dudi ma quy
di noi khac (Bui Thi Thu, 2008, tr. 31). Ciing
vGi ¥ nghia d6, nguoi Viét tin rang, ma quai
s¢ mau cho, nén thudng dat ché dd & cong ra
vao nha, cong dinh chua dén miéu, cong
thanh... khong chi dé canh chimg ké trom,
ma con ngan ca ma ta vé qudy nhiéu ban
dém. Nhiéu lang xa & tinh Phi Tho trude day
thudng dung ché den dé yém ta vao dip ddu
nam. Chang han, Diéu 2 ban Huong uéc lang
Xuwong Thinh, tong Phd Khé, huyén Cim
Khé (nay thuoc tinh Phd Tho) soan nam
Khai Dinh tht nam (nam 1920) trén co s&
céc tuc Ié cii quy dinh, vao gio Ty dém mong
5 thang Giéng hang nam cé [é cdu dm, sua
cd banh dem 1€ & dinh; 1€ xong chu t& giét
mot con ché den dem dén cau Loi vit xuéng
giéng; sau d6 lai soan mot cd chay cung
vang mi dén vuc dé vién chi t&€ vao khan cdu
xin am duong cho dan dugc yén 6n (Pinh
Khéc Thuan, 2006, tr. 695). Nguoi Viét con
dung ché den dé cing thdn linh ¢ cdc nghia
dia 16i chon vao mot géc mo trong [é yém
bua md vao ngay thit ba sau khi chon nguoi
chét (Phan K& Binh, 1997, tr. 28)%. Cic tic
gia Tran Quoc Vuogng va Vi Tuan San ciling
ting khang dinh: dén Ciu nhi “c6 lién quan
dén nghi 1& trr ta. Trong tin ngudng co
truyén, nhitng dém sdng trang suong, ma quy
thuong hién hinh va vi vay hay vang vong
tiéng ché stia ma. Ché trdn mo, chd tran
céng nha, cong x6m ngd, cong lang...va tran
ca kinh thanh 1a dé xua dudi ma ta quy quai,
bao vé manh dit thiéng liéng” (Tran Quoc

> Ciing ¢6 khi thay thé ché bing ga trang hay béng
luon, 6¢c. Tuc nay da mat tr sau hoa binh lap lai
(thang 10 nam 1954).

Vuong, Vii Tuan San, 1975, tr. 142). Va
ciing chinh tac gia Kiéu Thu Hoach trong bai
viét cia minh khi dan nhiing tu liéu vé ché
da & Trung Quoc ciing viét rang, chd da “nhu
mot linh vat dé trir ta trdn quy” (Kiéu Thu
Hoach, 2006, tr. 237).

Tu liéu dién dia cua toi vé€ nguoi
Khing & ban Van Pin, xa Chiéng On,
huyén Quynh Nhai, tinh Son La (ngay 24
thdng 1 nam 2008) khang dinh thém vé viéc
dung thit ché dé trir td. Theo 6ng Hoang
Vian Nu (sinh nam 1944) thi truéc day, khi
sudi It-ta-xa, ngudén cung cdp nuéc sinh
hoat chinh cua dan ban bi can hoac nuéc cé
mui tanh thi phai 1am 1€ trir ta vio mot budi
sang, do thdy mo cht tri v6i su chiing kién
clia ca dan ban. Lé vat gobm: mot doi ga
trong mai (da duoc ludc va dat riéng mot
mam bén trdi, mot con vit (da duoc luoc
chin) v mot con ché (mé sach dé song, dat
cling mam véi con vit). Ong giai thich, doi
ga biéu hién cho 4nh sdng, ban ngly, am
duong hoa hop, la con vat thudng cé trong
cac 1& cing t6 tién, than linh; vit 12 biéu
hién clia nuéc; con ché 1a biéu hién cua cdi
am, dé dudi ma ta 1Am nudc bi can va bi
tanh. Ciing theo 6ng Hoang Van Nu, tur khi
ong 16n 1én, c6 3 1an dan ban phai lam 1&
nay, vao cac nam: 1973, 1976 va 1978.

S6 di thit ch6 duoc dung trong cac nghi
thic trr ta, khong dung dé cing t€ trong
nhitng viéc hé trong vi cho6 con la loai vat an
ban, nhét 1a chat ban thai ctia ngudi. Tham
chi, c6 nguoi an thit ché xong khong dam
budc vao dinh chua ngay, phai cho cho
“tieu” hét, dé khoi bi than, Phat “gidng hoa”.

Nhu vay, nhitng tu liéu trén day cho
phép khang dinh, trong tin ngudng ctia hau
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hét cac toc nguoi & nudc ta, chd khong
tuong trung cho ban ngay, cho su song, cho
tang trén, cho than thoai; ma nguoc lai,
tuong trung cho ban t6i, cho tang dudi va
cho phdp thudt. Vi vay, ché khong thé dugc
ton tho. Ché chi 1a vat dé trir ta. Vi nguoi
Viét, xa xua, dung ché that dé trir ta, vé sau,
thay bing ché d4. Nhitng ai & tudi 50 trd 1én
ting song & nong thon déu thdy mot hién
tuong phd bién ton tai & hau khap céc lang
qué ngudi Viét trén ving chau thd Biac Bo
cho dén diu nhitng nam 60 cla thé ky XX
la & tru6c céng lang, céng xém, cong dinh
chiia, dén mié€u, cong thanh quich, ca céng
nha, cong vudn cua nhiing gia dinh trung
luu déu c6 dat nhitng con ché dd ma dan
gian thuong goi 1a “thach cdu”. Trudc mat
nhitng chd “thach cdu” nay c6 hoic khong
¢6 bat huong. Thuc chat, nhitng con cho da
nay duoc bay ra dé thuc hién hai “ chitc
ndng, nhiém vu” chinh la cdnh bdo ké gian
vao ban dém va yém trir ma ta, khong phdi
la ché dé tho. Nhitng con ché d4, hay bé tho
“tap doan ch6 da” con sét lai & mot sO lang
quanh Ha Noi, duogc nguoi cua cac lang dé
dén thap huong, khan vdi ma mot s6 nha
khoa hoc vién déan trong cudc tranh luan tai
S& Van hoa thong tin Ha Noi (thang 8 nam
2005) 1a hién tugng thuong thay trong cic
lang qué Viét truéc day, chi khong phai la
hién tuong “hiém la”, dé két luan ngudi
Viét c6 tuc tho ché.

Vay, viéc nhitng con ché da (tham chi
ca bé tho dat nhiéu ché dd) duoc nguoi Viét
thap huong (c6 hodc khong cé bat huong)
c6 phdi 1a biéu hién cha thd “than cho”
khong? Dé giai thich diéu nay, can xac dinh
rd hai khai niém (va hanh vi) “Tho” va

“Thdp huong”. Rat ti€c, trong “Tw dién
bdch khoa” khong c6 cac tit nay. Con trong
“Tu dién tiéng Viét”, chi c6 tir “Thd”, dugc
giai thich 1a sy “t6 long ton kinh than thanh,
vat thiéng hodc linh hén nguoi chét bing
hinh thic 1€ nghi, ciing bdi theo phong tuc,
tin ngudng” (Hoang Phé, 2006, tr. 954). Vé6i
cach hiéu nay va v6i nhitng dan gidi trén
day, thi ro rang, ché khong phai la con vat
linh thieng dé dugc ton thd. Viéc thip
huong tai day chi la mot théi quen rat
thudng ngay, rat dé dai va “tu nhién”, nhiéu
khi rat thy tién cua nguoi Viét, nhat 1a nit
gidi. Ho c6 thé thap huong & moi noi: goc
cay, mot hon da, con ché da... trong hoac
quanh mot di tich tho cing, c6 khi khong
lién quan gi dén di tich, dén than, Phat.
Thdp huwong trong rdt nhiéu truong hop
khong dong nghia vdi tho. Thap huong cé
thé gin v6i 10i cdu nguyén vé mot diéu gi
d6 ma nguoi ta dang mong doi hodc nham
xua di mot diéu gi d6 dang tran tro. Chang
han, nhitng nguoi di qua dudng thap huong
cho mot nguoi vira bi tai nan tir vong chi la
su an Ui cho vong linh nguoi x4u so, cht
khong phai 1a thd ngudi d6 (nguoi di thap
huong mo cha me minh thuong thip luon
cho cidc ngdéi mo bén canh ciling thudoc pham
vi nay). Trudong hop thap huong truée ché
d4 1a biéu hién su cdu mong duoc yén 6n, vi
ché ¢6 nhiém vu canh git ké trom, ma ta;
hoac mong tim dugc thi pham cua cac vu
trom cap (thud bé, toi ting ching kién,
nhiéu ba gia bi mat trom ga hodc céc tai san
khéc, ctt chiéu chiéu, ra thip huong trudc
doi ché da & céng xém 16i nguyén raa ké
gian va cAu mong tim ra thii pham va tim lai
duoc nhitng vat da mat).
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2. Trong quan niém cua nguoi Viét,
ché con la biéu tuong cho su xii qudy,

nhiing tinh xdu ciia con nguoi va su doc dc.

Bén canh mot chit quan niém tot vé
ché (nhu Méo dén thi khé, ché dén thi giau
hay Ché dé d ddu, ddy la ddt lanh), thi vé6i
ngudi Viét, n6i dén ché 1a néi dén mot dicu
gi xii qudy; vi thé€, ngudi ta phai doi gian
cudi thdng, hay it nhat 1a qua ngay Ram mai
dam an thit ch6, va khi gap “van den”, nguoi
ta thuong “giai den” bang an thit ché. Thém
nita, ché - du khon ngoan, c6 ich va trung
thanh véi cha, van bi ngudi Viét coi 1a “biéu
tuong” cta nhiing gi x4u xa nhat cua con
ngudi, tham chi ¢6 ca “ché phan cht”. Khi
tiic nhau, ngudi ta 14y ché ra dé nguyén rta
1a “Po chd” hay “Po ché de”, tham chi “Do
cho dai”.

ngudi Viét, co 1€ chd 1a con vat dugc dung

Trong kho tang thanh ngit cua

nhiéu nhit dé néi vé nhitng théi hu tat xau
ctia con ngudi, nhu Ché cdn can (hung hang,
gay su bira bai, liéu linh), Ché cdn do rdch
(Iam bira, khong thuong ti€c ca véi nguoi co
hoan canh khon kho), Ché ché méo ldm long
(ban than da xdu lai di ché bai nguoi khac),
Ché cdy gan nha, ga cdy gan chudng (yéu
kém nhung cady mot thé manh nao d6 dé bat
nat ngudi khac), Ché cung rit gidgu (lam liéu
khi cung duong), Ché den giit muc (bao thd,
khong ti€p thu y kién ctia ngudi khac hoac
¢6 16i nhung khong chiu héi cai), Ché ghé cé
mé dang duoi (xau, kém nhung lai 1am ra vé
tot dep, kiéu ky), Ché ngdp phdi rudi (gap
may hét stic ngdu nhién, hi€ém c6), Ché nhdy
ban doc (ké bat tai, dot nat gap thoi lam
nén), Cho mdc vdy linh (xau xi nhung lai
diéu bo dé dugc dep); hay chi nhitng ngudi

xau trong xa hoi, nhu Ché khé méo lac (loai
nguoi vo gido duc), Cho sdan chim moi (hang
nguoi xdu xa lam tay sai cho giac) v.v.
Puong nhién, ché con dung dé chi gidc cuép
nuée. Trong tdc pham “Hich tudng si’, Hung
Pao Vuong Tran Qudc Tuan ting chi trich
bon st nha Nguyén ngoéng nghénh “dem
than dé ché ma bat nat t€ phu”. Bai “Diét
phdt xit” cha Nguyén Dinh Thi ra doi trong
nhiing ngay suc so6i cia Ciach mang Thang
Tam 1945 ciing c¢6 cau “Diét phat xit, giét
loai ch6 dé hen”.

Cu6i cung, ché trong quan niém tin
ngudng cua cu dan Viét nhiéu ving & chau
thé Béac Bo, 1a con vat hung 4c, ding 1am
cong cu dé trung phat nhitng ngudi mic
trong t0i, nhat 1a toi bat hi€u véi 6ng ba, cha
me: ké c6 t0i khi chét phai di qua mot chiéc
cu vong rat tron bic qua mot con song
(hoac thung liing) sau; dudi song (hoac
thung liing) hay dau cau bén kia cé dan cho
ngao (ch6é dit) chuc san; néu khong roi
xudng song vi tron thi ciing bi dan ché ngao
can xé. Boi thé, nguoi xua da dung hinh anh
chié€c cdu vong nay dé ran ké bat hiéu:

Ai ma chiti me, mdng cha,
Khi chét at phdi di qua cdu vong.

Néu cho la t6 tem, 1a than thi sao nguoi
Viét lai dung nhiing tlr, thanh ngt xiu xa
nhat dé€ néi vé vi than clia minh va dé méng
nhiéc nhau nhu vay?

Vi tat ca nhitng tu liéu trén day, hoan
toan c6 thé khang dinh ring, & nudc ta, trir
ngudi Dao coi ché 1a Ban Vuong thiy t6
(trén thuc t€, day l1a nguoi dugc “than thoai
héa” thanh chd), con khong mot toc ngudi
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nao tir ving Pong Bac sang Tay Bic, vao
mién nii Thanh Nghé, cho dén ving Trudng
Son - Tay Nguyén va ca ving nguoi Kho-me
6 Nam B0 tho chd; cling khong thdy mot
cong trinh gian chi Dan toc hoc nao viét vé
tuc tho ché hay nhan ché lam t6 tem, chi
chép dung ché (ca ché that va ché dd) dé
yém trlr ma ta; con trong doi song thuong
ngay, nuodi ché dé canh giit nha, di san, giét
thit... Cong nhan tuc thd ché khong chi thi€u
co s& khoa hoc ma con Ia diéu gi dé xic
pham dén tin ngudng thd Rong, Tién, chim
Lac tir may nghin nam nay cia t6 tién ta.

Dé két thic bai viét nay, t6i mugn y
clia cac nha nghién ctu c6 lién quan dén vin
dé duoc ban:

- Mot la, cic tac gia Tran Quoc
Vuogng, Vil Tuan San - nhitng nguoi dau tién
dé cap dén “dén Cau nhi” sau tic gia
(khuyét danh) cta sach Tdy Ho chi cho
rang, “day 1a mot ngoi dén nho, kiéu chir
“Cong” tho thuy than - Thay Trung Tién Tu
va Tam pht thanh mau” (Tran Qudéc Vuong,
Vi Tuan San, 1975).

- Hai 1a, tic gia Tran Nghia, Nguyén
Vién truéng Vién Han Nom - ngudi chu tri
hoi thao ngay 30 - 12 - 2005 ban vé gia tri
ctia sach Tdy Ho6 chi - co s6 khoa hoc duy
nhat dé€ cdc nha khoa hoc tng ho cho viéc
xay lai “dén Cdu Nhi” va luan diém “ngudi
Viét ¢6 tuc tho ché” trong bai viét dang trén
tap chi Vdn hién da khang dinh “ciing khé c6
thé tin dugc mot ngoi mi€u goi 12 “thd than
Cau Nhi” & hé Tric Bach nhu Tdy Ho chi
timg ghi”. Va ong cho rang, ngoi mi€u nay
thd “cdu ngu” hay “thay cdu”, tic cd chudi!
(Tran Nghia, 20006, tr. 52).

Tai liéu tham khao

1. Phan K& Binh (1997), Viét Nam
phong tuc, Nxb Thanh phé Ho Chi Minh.

2. Tran Binh (1999), Nguoi Xinh Mun
g Viét Nam, Nxb Van héa Dan toc, Ha Noi.

3. Nguyén Tu Chi (2003), Gép phdn
nghién cuu van hoa & toc nguoi, Nxb Van
héa Dan toc, Tap chi Van hoa Nghé thuat,
Ha Noi.

4. Lé Si Gido (Chu bién) (1997), Ddn
toc hoc dai cuong, Nxb Gido duc, Ha Noi.

5. Kiéu Thu Hoach (2006), Vdn hoc
ddn gian nguoi Viét géc nhin thé loai, Nxb
Khoa hoc x3a hoi, Ha Noi.

6. Tran Nghia (2006), “Da c6 thé biét
duoc ngudi soan Tay Ho chi 1a ai”, Tap chi
Van hién, S6 6/ 2006, tr. 52.

7. Hoang Phé (Chu bién) (2006), T
dién tiéng Viét, Nxb Da Nang, Trung tam
Tur dién hoc.

8. Duong Trung Quéc (2005), “Téng
hop y kién clia cdc nha khoa hoc vé dén Cau
Nhi”, Viét Nam NET, ngaty 01/8/2005.

9. Bui Thi Thu (2008), Lé hoi Chd
Chiéng ciia nguoi Thdi véi viéc phdt trién du
lich 0 Mai Chdu, Hoa Binh, Khoa luan tot
nghiép nganh Vian hod du lich, Pai hoc Dan
lap Hai Phong, (2004-2008).

10. Pinh Khic Thuan (Chu bién)
(2006), Tuc Ié cé truyén lang xd Viét Nam,
sach dich Nxb Khoa hoc xa hoi, Ha Noi.

11. Tran Quoc Vuong, Vi Tuin San
(1975), Ha N¢éi nghin xua, S6 Van héa thong
tin Ha Noi.



