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PO DUY HUNG®

HINH TUQNG BA CHUA THEN TAI PEN CHUA THEN,
THON NA COC, XA BINH GIA, TINH LANG SON!

Tém tit: Ba Chiia Then la nhén vt linh thiéng dwoc nguoi dan thén Na Coc phung tho,
la vi Than chii ciia ngdi dén mang tén “Chiia Then Linh Tir”. Pdy la vi than linh quan trong
trong niém tin cia ddn thén ban hat ciing nhw nhitng nguoi thie hanh tin nguéng Then va tin
ngwdng Tho Mau Tam, Tir Phii. Ba Chita Then xd Binh Gia, Lang Son ¢6 sirc dnh hudng dén
cd hai tin nguong tho Then va tho Mau Tam, Tir phii. Ba Chiia Then xudt hién trong hai tin
nguong voi vai tro la mot vi t6 nghé. Trong bai viét ndy, tdc gid sé phan tich ré vé niém tin va
chikc néng ciia Ba Chita Then trong doi song cong dong.

Tir khoa: Tin nguong toc nguoi, nguoi Nung, Then, Chua Then, Lang Son.
Ngay nhan bai: 26/9/2025; ngay bién tap: 26/10/2025; ngay duyét dang: 10/11/2025.

Din nhip

Tin ngudng Then noi chung, trong d6 co6 tin ngudng Then clia nguoi Tay, Nung ¢ Lang
Son nhan dugc sy quan tim sdu sic cta cong dong, xa hoi. Nam 2019, Thuc hanh Then ciia
nguwoi Tay, Nimg, Thai duoc UNESCO ghi danh 13 Di san Vin héa phi vét thé dai dién nhan logi
1a bude da quan trong dé tin ngudng ciing nhu thuc hanh tin ngudng Then duoc nhin nhan dung
gia tri cua minh. Trong hai ndm 2024 - 2025, chung t61 da khao sat tin ngudng Then & Hiru
Liing, Tan Thanh va Binh Gia, tinh Lang Son, véi diém khao sat chinh 1a dén tho Chua Then
(Binh Gia, Lang Son), nhat 13 thyc hanh nghi 18 1én dong trong tin ngudng Mau va thuc hanh
nghi 1 Then, chiing t6i thay rang Ba Chiia Then xuét hién dudi hinh thirc truc tiép va gian tiép.

Nghién ctru vé Then Nung c6 tac gia Nguyén Thi Yén va cong su (2009) di gép phan
1am 13 ban chit t6n gido tin ngudng cua hién tuong Then Tay, Nung. Pay 1a mot hién tugng
Shaman gido, hinh thanh trén co s& hon hop giira cac tin ngudng ban dia va cac anh hudng
ctia Pao gido dan gian tir Trung Qudc, tao thanh Pao gio dan gian Tay, Nung. Hién tuong
nhap hon va xuat hon cac than linh vao thin xac cta cac ba Then, ong Then (Dang) dé cau
stc khoe, chita bénh, cau binh yén cho ca nhan va cong déng, da tao nén sinh hoat Then mang
tinh shaman ro rét. Trong khi d6, Then ciia nguoi Tay, cling gibng nhu M&i ciia nguoi
Mudng, Lén dong cia ngudi Kinh, Mot ctia nguoi Thai, Ba bong ctia Chiam, Pajau cia Raglai
va nhiéu dan toc Tay Nguyén, Arik cua nguoi Kho-me (Khmer)... duoc xép vao cting mot
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loai tin ngudng Shaman ciia nhiéu dan tdc trén thé gigi (Nguyén Thi Yén, 2006: 8, 9). Vé tin
ngudng Then ciia ngudi Nung chwa xuit hién nhiéu cong trinh nghién ctru vé van dé nay.
Hién nay, cac tu liéu vé& Then déu lién quan dén dan toc Tay 1a chu yéu. Ngudi Tay, Nung co
su giao thoa vin hoa, tin ngudng trén mot s6 dia ban. Céac tac gia da nghién ctru va dé cap,
nhung van chua c6 dugc su tap trung kién giai vé& mot dién thd Then va sy xuit hién doc dao
cta binh tuéng Then c6 su lién quan dén khong gian thiéng trong doi séng tin ngudng cua
ngudi Nung ¢ Lang Son. Dan s6 dan toc Nung ¢ Viét Nam 1a 1.083.298 ngudi, chiém 1,13%
dan sb ca nude, bao gdbm 546.978 nam va 536.320 nit, theo két qua Tong diéu tra dan s6 nim
2019. Dan toc Nung hién dién tai tat ca 63 tinh, thanh cta Viét Nam, trong d6 tap trung chu
yéu tai khu vuc mién nii phia Bic, dic biét, tai hai tinh Lang Son, Cao Béng. Hai tinh nay c6
téng dan sd ngudi Nung 13 493.430 ngudi, chiém 45,55% dan sé Nung ca nude. Lang Son 1a
tinh c6 nhiéu nguoi Nung sinh séng nhat voi 335.316 ngudi, chiém 42,90% dan s6 cia tinh va
30,95% dan sd nguoi Nung ca nude (Lién hop qubc va Cuc théng ké, 2024). Bé khai thac
Then Nung dudi goc d6 ton gido hoc, thong qua tu liéu khao sat thuc té véi phong van sau
mot s6 thay dong va thay Then, nhan vat Ba Chua Then duogc sang to hon va chung toi nhan
thdy tim quan trong ctia nhan vat ndy d6i véi thuc hanh Then va bao vé di san vin héa phi vat
thé khu vuc Na Céc, Binh Gia, Lang Son. Bai viét dung phuong phap phan tich, tong hop két
hop ddi sanh tai dén Ba Chta Then, Binh Gia, Lang Son.

1. Khai lwge vé tin nguong Then clia ngwoi Nung ¢ Lang Son va dén tho Chia
Then (Binh Gia, Lang Son)

1.1. Khdi lwgc chung vé tin ngwing Then ciia nguwoi Niing ¢ Lang Son

Then 12 mot loai hinh tin ngudng dan gian cua ddng bao Tay, Nung, Thai dugc gidi
nghién ctu quan tadm khao ctru. Co dén hang chuc khai niém khac nhau vé Then dugc dua
ra bai nhiéu tac gia khac nhau, nhu: Triéu An (2000: 4), Hoang Nam (2006: 3), Nguyén Thi
Yén (2006: 54).... Pai da s6 cac quan niém nay déu xoay quanh khai niém cho rang: Tén goi
Then 1a bat ngudn tir tin ngudng thd troi (pha) ctua cu dan Tay - Thai noéi chung. Then 1a
nguoi trung gian truyén tai thong tin gitra nguoi tran va thé gidi than linh, 13 hinh thtc sinh
hoat tin ngudng pho bién cta ngudi Tay, Nung ving nti Pong Bic, 1a cau ndi tdm linh gitta
thé gidi con ngudi va than linh, ma quy dé ctru giup cho phan hon, via ctia con ngudi
(Hoang Viét Binh, 2021: 238).

Nhiéu gia thuyét vé& su xuat hién ctia Then, nhung tin ngudng Then chinh thirc xuét hién
tir thoi diém nao thi van chua du can cir lich st dé khang dinh. Then da len 16i vao doi séng
tam linh cta nguoi Nung xt Lang tir sém. Nguoi Nung tin rang, Then 13 con gai Gt ctia Ngoc
Hoang Thuong Dé. Sy tich ké rang, Ngoc Hoang Thugng Dé c¢6 bdn ngudi con, lan luot 1a
Tao (anh trai cd), Mo (anh trai thir hai), Put (anh trai thir ba), Then (em gai ut). Ngoc Hoang
Thuong Dé ban phap bao cho bon ngudi con dé gitp doi, ciru ngudi; trong d6 Then dugc ban
qua bau va gao muc nude, ma qua bau lam dan tinh, glo muc nudc lam quat. Then dung mii
4o riéng, phai hoc thudc cac bai cing khi hanh nghé (Hoang Nam, 2006: 15). Then c6 thé lam
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nhiéu 18 khac nhau, trong d6 bao gdm cac nhom nghi 1& chinh, nhu: Then cau an, Then cong
tién, Then chita bénh, Then chuc tung...

Duya vao quyén ning thiéng dugc cac vi than linh biao hé ma minh dang ton thd, Then
c6 thé dén véi thé gisi thiéng, thong linh gitra hai thé gidi: Thiéng va Pham. Trong d6, vi than
linh t6i quan trong duoc phung tho 1a Ngoc Hoang Thuong Dé, ké dén 1a cac nhan vat, nhu:
Da Chao, Cudn Pam Bo Tat, quan quyén binh tudng, to nghé va gia tién (Nguyén Thi Yén,
2009: 156-158). Nguoi Nung lam Then dit vi tri Cuén Pam (Quan Am) va Ngoc Hoang
Thuong Dé & vi tri cao nhét trong niém tin tin ngudng, quyén ning thiéng thuc sy ho dwa vao
1a quan quyén binh tuéng, t6 nghé va gia tién.

Chinh vi thé, trén ban thd Then ciia mot sb thay Then ngudi Nung thudc xi Binh Gia
phung thd Then bang ban thd 3 cap. Trén ban Then thuong duoc trang tri cac bo tranh thd
duoc dan gidy do, hodc cac bo chit biéu thi d6i tugng thd, sy ca tung cta con ngudi voi cac
than linh trong Then. Tat yéu, trén cic ban tho niay déu co treo dan tinh, chum xéc nhac 1a cac
vat dung dé st dung trong nghi 18 chau Then, nhu: Then cép sdc, chita bénh, xem bdi, cau an.
Canh ban Then dat thang Then véi gidy mau cac mau sic tugng trung cho cac khong gian
thiéng cua Troi, Dat, Nudc.

1.2. Pén tho Ba Chita Then (Binh Gia, Lang Son)

Pén thd Ba Chua Then toa lac tai thon Na Céc, xd Hoang Vin Thu, huyén Binh Gia,
tinh Lang Son (cii), nay 1a thon Na Cdc, xa Binh Gia, tinh Lang Son. Pén nam trén ngon doi
cao, bao quanh 1a rimg ndi, phong canh dic trung cta ving ndi cao Pong Bac. Pay 1a mot
trong s6 nhirg ngdi dén it duoc biét dén trong chudi hanh trinh du lich tdm linh vé xtr Lang.
Pén khong ndi bat nhu Bic Lé, Ta Phu, Pong Pang, Tan Thanh, nhung & day lai 4n chira
nhiéu nét doc déo.

Lich sir ngdi dén thd Ba Chua Then t6i nay 1a 09 doi dugc truyén lai tir khi Ba T6 Then
duoc du nhap tir Quang Tay Trung Qudc vao nude Pai Viét ta, khi d6 13 thon Na Ludng, chau
Vin Lan, pha Trung Khanh, vao gid Mo, ngay Quy Stru, thang Quy Hoi nim Giap Tuit;
dugc phung tho to tién ho Luc vao gio Giap Thin, ngady Nham Thin, thang Mau Dén, nam At
Mao, 1ap xuan (trich theo gia pha td tién ho Luc, TS. Pham Hoang Giang, Vién Nghién ctru
Hén Nom dich nam 2023).

Trude nam 2023, do diéu kién kinh té, dén chi cé két cdu ba gian, gian chinh giita
phung tho T& phit Cong dong, bén trai tho Ba Chua Thuong Ngan, bén phai thd Puc Ong
Tran Triéu. Trén ban tho T phu ¢6 t6n tugng Tam toa Thanh MAu, dudi ban Thanh Méu dat
ton tuong Ba Chta Then, phia dudi Chua Then 1a bg tuong Ngii Vi Ton Quan va dudi cung la
bd tugng ba vi quan hoang. Phia cung cAm dit twong Ba Chua Then duoc phong 4o theo trang
phuc truyén théng cta phy nit ngudi Nung Phan Slinh, treo dai én phia bén phai ban thd (day
1a dic trung trong cach bai tri khong gian thd ty ctia nguoi Nung). Cac vi than linh dugc bai
tri trong cung mot hé théng thd tu chir khong duoc phan chia theo hé théng cac cung nhu hién
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nay. Tir nam 2023 dén nam 2025, dén da duoc thu nhang Liéu Van Th. xay dung va mé rong,
v6i sy tham gia cong dirc ciia ngudi dan dia phuong. Ngoi dén di dugce hoan thanh diu nim
2025. Khi dén dugc mé rong hon thi khong gian thiéng ciing dwgc da dang, thu nhang di
thém toa Cong dong va tai cdu trac dén thanh dang thirc nha san nhu hién nay.

Hé théng than linh trong dén duoc bai tri v6i bon 16p twong thd duge mo ta dudi day.
Lép thir nhat: 13 16p trong cung goi 1 “Cung Cam” duoc bai tri nhu sau:

Trong cung ciAm dat twong Ba Chua Then, hai bén ta hiru c6 nhi vi Ho phap Nam - va
Ho6 phap Nit. Theo quan diém cua “dong thay Lidu Van Th.” thi: Hiu c4n nam va hau cin
nir cia Ba Chua Then 14 nhitng nguoi phu ta, giup viéc cho thay Then trong cac nghi 18 tin
ngudng. Ho dam nhén cac vai tro khac nhau nhu phu trach cc vat dung nghi 18, hd trg thay
Then khi thyc hién cic nghi thirc nhu mua, hat, giy dan, hodc thyc hién cic dong tac phu
trg khac dé giup nghi 1& dién ra suon sé, két ndi giira con ngudi va thé gisi siéu nhién: Hau
can nam va nif trong nghi 18 Then c6 vai tro gitp d& thay Then trong nghi 1& Then va nhiém
vu chuan bi sap xép cac vat dung, d6 1&; hd tro thay Then trong qua trinh thuc hién nghi 18
nhu mua, hat, gdy dan. Thuc hién cac dong tic phu tro trong nghi 1&, gitp cac nghi thic
dién ra sudn sé.

Lép 1: Cung Cim

1. CUNG CHUA BA

2. HQ PHAP 3. HO PHAP
(ND) (NAM)
4. HAU CAN 5. HAU CAN 6. HAU CAN 7. BAT NAN

Lép thir hai: Tho Ba t6 Then cta ngudi Nung, dudi ¢6 mot can hau; hai bén co hai
cung tho: bén hitu tho Cau Quy, Cau tai va bén; bén ta dugc thd cac cy thu nhang cac doi
ciia Ban dén, trong d6 hang trén ciing c6 mot bat nhang thy Ong to Phéap (thay Phap). Hai
bén ta hiru c6 hai bat nhang mdt dugce dat bén hiru chi danh cho Nam gidi lam Théy Then
da co6 gia dinh, bén ta 1a bat nhang thd ba Then. Hang thir hai c6 dat mdt bat nhang danh
cho céac cu 1am phap cua dong ho; Va cudi cung hang thir ba c6 mot bat gao thy Binh tudng
cia cac thay Then. Tur hé thong trén ching ta nhan thiy rang tin ngudng Then cua ngudi
Nung ludn c6 sy sip dit ba ting trong hé thong tho gia tién no6 dai dién cho ba tang thé gidi
(cdi troi, coi dat va coi nhan gian).
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Lép thir hai: Cung t6 Then
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1. TO THEN - ;
ctr AON GUOL 4. CAC CU THU
) NHANG CUA 9 BOI
TAY dd céc bat nh
5 CAU (5040 ede it nhang
QUY - - thd gia tién cuia nguodi
CAU T}& . 2.CAU 5. ONG Nung lam Thay phap
- HOU TO PHAP va Thay Mo)
6. Bat nhang 7. Bat nhang 8. Bat nhang
tho Ong thay Cac cu lam phap thd Ba Then
Then Nam ¢6 gdc phap
9. Binh tuéng
cua Théy
Phap(mot bat
gao)
L6p thir ba: Cung Thé Tam téa Thanh miu
2. MAU THUQNG 1. MAU THUQNG 3. MAU
NGAN THIEN THOAI
4. BA TO THEN
CUA NGUOI NUNG
5. HAU CAN NU 6. HAU CAN NAM
7.0NG 8. ONG 9. ONG 10. CHAU 11. CHAU
HOANG HOANG HOANG LUC PONG
BAY BO MUOI CUONG
12. BA 13. BA 14.BA
CHAU BE CHAU CHAU
cuu BAT NAN
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Lép thir ba: O giita 1a ban thd Tam Toa Thanh Mau. Trén 1a ba ba Mau: Mau Thuong
Thién, Mau Thuong Ngan va Mau Thoai, hang dudi dit twong Chua Then Nung (Ba t6 Then
ctia ngudi Nung); bén ta th thd Chau lyc va Chau Pong Cudng dugc dit & vi tri cao nhét.
Hang dudi tho 3 ba chau: Chau Ctru dit ¢ giita, hai bén 1a Chau bé va Chau Bat; bén hiru thd
T phi 6ng Hoang: Ong Hoang Bay, 6ng Hoang Bo va 6ng Hoang Muoi.

Lép thir tu: Theo 161 di vao, dau tién 13 noi thd Cong ddng T Phu vé6i 16p cao nhat thd
Vua Cha Ngoc Hoang, cung hai vi Nam Tao, Bic Pau; phia dudi 1a bo tuong Ngti Vi Ton
Quan: Quan B¢ Nhit, Quan B¢ Nhi, Quan D¢ tam, Quan B¢ T va Quan D¢ Ngii; hai bén ta
hitu thd cung Ptec 6ng Tran Triéu va cung Mau Son Trang.

Lép thi tu: Cung Cong Pong

1. VUA CHA NGOC

HOANG
2. NAM 2.BAC
TAO PAU
4. QUAN 5. QUAN BE 6. QUAN BE 7. QUAN BE 8. QUAN
PE NGU TAM NHAT NHI PE TU
9. CUNG THO 12. PUC
MAU SON ONG TRAN

TRANG TRIEU
10. CO 11. CAU 13. VUONG 14. VUONG
BE BE CO DE NHAT CO PE NHI

Nguon: So d6 hé thong than linh tai ¢én tho Ba Chuaa Then, thon Na Céc,
xa Binh Gia, tinh Lang Son (tac gia lap, 2025).

Thu nhang Lidu Van T. vira 1 thdy Then, thay Phap, vira 1a thay Pong, con gin gitt
dugc nhitng nét Then c¢6 cua cha ong truyén lai. Ngoai viéc thd Ba Chiia Then clia nguoi
Niuing, 6ng con phéi thd voi nhidu hé thdng than linh trong Tam, Tt phi ctia nguoi Viét tao ra
su giao thoa thu vi. Trao ddi vé viée tai sao phéi the duoc biét: “Téi ¢é phéi tho trong hé
théng than linh tai ban dén la do nhiéu tin chii, con nhang cung tién, nén t6i da bé tri dan xen
V6i hé thong twong tho, nhung riéng Ba Chiia Then va hé théng than linh ciia nguoi Niing van
dwoc bé tri riéng biét tai cung cam. N6 dwoc tach biét khoi hé thé'ng than linh cia Tam, Tir
phil ciia nguoi Viét, ddy c6 thé néi rang hé thong than linh ciia ngwoi Ning van c6 mot gid tri
tin nguwéng dédc biét véi nguoi Ning ndi riéng” (PVS, nam, thdy Then Th., 30 tudi, dan toc
Nung, tai dén thd Ba Chua Then, xi Binh Gia, Lang Son, ngay 09/9/2025). Theo thiy Then
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Liéu Van T., tuy co sy phéi tho cac hé théng than linh tai ban dén, nhung Ba Chaa Then va h¢
thng than linh ciia ngudi Nung van duoc bb tri riéng biét tai Cung cim. Su tach biét ndy thé
hién réng, hé théng than linh cua ngudi Nung van c6 mot gia tri tin ngudng dic biét, voi
ngudi Nung néi chung va thay Then Lidu Van T. néi riéng. Tuy nhién, qua quan sat va tro
chuyén, Thay Then Liéu Vian Th. cho thay: tuy éng c6 phdi thy trong hé thdng than linh tai
ban dén, nhung riéng Ba Chtia Then va hé thong than linh ciia ngudi Nung van duogc bd tri
riéng bi¢t tai cung cAm, no duoc tach biét khoi hé théng than linh cta Tam, TG phu cua nguoi
Viét. Co thé noi rang, hé thdng than linh ctua ngudi Nung van c6 mot gia tri tin ngudng dic
biét, v6i ngudi Nung néi chung va thdy Then Lidu Van Th. néi riéng.

Trong dén luu gitr nhiéu d tho té tu quy gia nhu cic birc hoanh phi son son thép vang,
ciu ddi, dinh hac, nhang 4n, bat huong, tuong phap (d6 thd nay co tir doi cu t6 doi thir I di cu
vao Dai Viét d3 mang theo tir qué nha Quang Tay Trung Qudc). Trong d6, ndi bat 13 birc
hoanh phi dé tén chir cua dén: #®RE (Chta Thién (Then) Linh Tr), tam dich: Ngoi dén
linh thiéng tho (vi than) chi ciia Troi. Song, véi tin ngudng Then, ho c6 thé coi cach viét K
(Thién) doc 13 Then, nén tén dén doc dung ngir canh 1a: Pén thiéng thd Chtia Then. Tir biic
hoanh phi nay, ta xac dinh vi than duoc thd tai dén chinh 1a Chaa Then. Tai cung cAm phung
thd Chtia Then c6 birc hoanh ca ngoi sy sang sudt, thong tué, dic do nhu huong thom toa
ngat (FE ] - Minh Dirc Thom Huong). Bén chit nay ciing 13 4n du, ca ngoi sy sang sudt,

cong dire ciia Chtia Then nhu hwong thom Iuu truyén lai cho hau thé. ..

2. Ba Chiia Then véi vai tro vi nir thin ciia tin nguéng Then va tin nguéng tho
MAu Tam, Tt phii

2.1. Hinh twong Chua Then

Tai dén tho Ba Chiia Then thudc xi Binh Gia, tinh Lang Son con luu lai su tich dugc
truyén khéu dan gian qua nhiéu thé hé nhu sau: Chtia Then dugce tho tai dén 1a mot vi nit than
ctia ngudi Choang, Nung, Tay, Thai dwoc ton xung 1a Thién T6 Thanh Then. Trao ddi voi
thay vé viéc danh xung “Ba Chua Then”, duoc biét: “Then trong danh hiéu ciia ba ¢é nghia
la Thién. Ba ding nhitng cdu hdt dé té Ngoc Hodng Thwong Pé. Ba hién than xudng tran
truyén nghé hat Then cho cdc vi nit than: Chiia Then Nhat (T6 Then cua nguoi Choang),
Chita Then Nhi (Té Then ciia ngwoi Tay),Chiia Then Tam (T6é Then cia ngweoi Thdi) va Ba
Chita Then con xudt hién dwdi dang hinh ciia ngwoi Nung” (PVS, nam, thay Then Th. 30 tudi,
dan toc Nung, tai dén thd Ba Chuia Then, xa Binh Gia, Lang Son, ngay 9/9/2025).

Chutia Then gin véi vin hoa ciia ngudi Nung va truyén nghé Then cho cac cong dong.
Trong niém tin ctia nhitng nguoi phung thd Chiia Then, nhan vat Thanh T6 Tién Then 1a Ba
T cua nghé Then, ngudi dan toc Nung. Nguoi Nung c6 Then T6, sau d6 méi truyén cho
ngudi Choang, Tay va Thai. Then T6 (Then gdc) xuét hién sém nhét & nguoi Nung (cu thé 1a
Nung Phan Slinh) & Lang Son (dan lai theo Nguyén Thi Yén, 2009: 163).
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Ba Chiia Then dong vai tro trung tdm, 1a cdu ndi tAm linh giita con ngudi va cdi than
linh trong tin ngudng Then, dai dién cho sy bao trg va chuyén héa phuc phan. Ba duoc xem 1a
nguoi cai quan s6 ménh, ban phudc, giai han, cAu an, ciu duyén va cuu gitip nhitng linh hon
lac 16i, 14 hién than cta sy két ndi giita troi dat va con nguoi. Cau ndi tim linh: Ba Chta Then
1a dai dién cho than tién, 1a ngudi truyén tai udc nguyén ciia con ngudi dén voi troi dat. Cac
nghi 1& Then 1a phuong tién dé con ngudi giri gdm 161 khin cdu va mong udc.

Ba 1a nguoi cai quan ménh van: theo quan ni¢m, s6 ménh cua con nguoi nam trong tay
Ba Chuia Then. Thong qua 10i ca, tiéng dan tinh, thdy Then s& thay mat con ngudi khin cau
Ba soi xét va didu chinh phuc phan, giai quyét nhitng khiic mic vé duyén phan, van ménh.
Than linh béao trg: Ba Chua Then 1a than linh béao trg, bao vé con nguoi khdi tai hoa, mang lai
may mén, stcc khoe, mua mang bdi thu va cudc séng 4m no, hanh phuc. Giai han, an ui tinh
than: khi gip kho khin, van han, con nguoi tim dén Ba Chua Then dé cau an, giai han, cau
duyén, hoac duoc ctru giup khi via lac.

Trong doi song cong dong, thay Then, dai dién 1a Ba Chiia Then, gitt mot vi tri quan
trong, thuong duoc tim dén trong cac dip 1& nghi nhu cudi hoi, tang ma, 1& mimg nha méi, 18
cau an, giai han. Trao d6i vé viéc “Ba Chtia Then” c6 phai 1a to nghé khong? dugc biét:
“Chiia Then chinh la vi nit than thudc nhém té nghé (nghé Then) dwoc phung tho. Cu dén dia
phuwrong tin rang, Chiia Then dwoc tho tai dén la vi nit than thiéng cé nhiéu quyén phép. Ba c6
thé xem boi, goi hon, chita bénh, triv ta va hién ra nhiéu hinh tuéng. Ba cam cdy dan tinh dé
diéu binh khién twéng, thirc hién cdc viéc quan trong tir trén Troi giao xuong, cieu tro nhan
gian thodt khéi tai wong” (PVS, nit, 60 tudi, dan tdc Nung, tai dén thd Ba Chaa Then, x4
Binh Gia, Lang Son ngay 26/2/2025).

Tai dén Chta Then, Chua Then duoc thd voi ba ton tuong dat tai ba noi: Cung Cam,
truéc Cung Cam va tai Cung MAu. Tai ca ba noi, Chta Then déu dugc phung thd véi y 4o
mau cham, dau d6i khin cham den gidng trang phuc ngudi Tay, Nung xtr Lang. Hon nita,
theo nhitng théng tin ma Nha dén cung cip, chung toi dugc biét thém rang, Chiia Then dang
dugc tho tai Cung Cam tai dén la nguoi dan toc Nung Phan Slinh nén Chaa Then cling dugc
phong 40 va van khin theo tap tuc ctia nguoi Nung Phan Slinh. Ngoai Cung Cim c6 ton tho
tuong mot vi Chaa Then ngéi theo tu thé ngéi bé thit, co6 mot vi tién nit hau can. Theo gbc
nhin cta ching t6i, vi Then? duoc thd dudi ban Tam Toa Thanh Mau khu vuc dién Mau van
1a Chtia Then Nung. Diéu nay minh chimg cho hai van d¢ sau:

Thir nhat, sy xuét hién ciia Chia Then Nung (Then Td) va Chua Then Tay (dé tur thir
hai) tai Cung Cam cua dén tho thé hién sy giao thoa, hoa thuan cung chung séng cla déng
bao dan tdc Tay, Nung dia phuong noi day. Dan toc Tay va dan toc Nung 1a hai dan toc co
cung ngudn gdc, nhung chiu sy tic dong ciia cac bdi canh lich sir x3 hoi khac nhau nén c6

2 Ba Chua Then duogc d‘ét duéi twong Tam toa Thanh Mau” & Chiia Then ctia nguoi Tay, 1a vi dé tir thi hai
trong ba vi Thanh T6 nghé Then.
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mot s6 diém riéng chir khong hoan toan khac biét (Nguyén Thi Yén, 2009: 43-51). Nhiéu gia
dinh c6 vo 1a nguoi Tay, chéng la nguoi Nung (hodc nguogc lai), nén con chau dugc thtra
hudng nép van hoa dan tdc cta bd va me. Vi thé, tai Binh Gia, Lang Son, sy hién hitu Tay,
Nung hay Nung, Tay d3 tré nén gan giii hon bao gid hét. Vi thé, hai Ba Chua Then tai dén thd
Ba Chua Then Linh Tir chinh 13 su hién than cta nép séng gan giii, quen thudc nay.

Thir hai, theo budc chan Mau Lidu Hanh mién Dong Bic, nguoi Kinh dugc mé rong
thém, ndi cach khéac, khong chi ngudi Kinh thd Thanh Mau Liéu Hanh, ma nhiéu dong bao
ngudi dan toc thidu sb cling kinh ngudng Ba. Dén tho Mau Lidu Hanh & khu vuc nay rat nhiéu,
va quen thudc v6i dong bao ngudi dan toc thiéu s6 noi ddy, nhu dén Chau Luc, dén Phé Vi, dén
Sudi Lan, d&&n Sudi Ngang, dén Voi X6, dén Déo Kéng... va dén Chiia Then ciing c6 thd Mau
Liéu Hanh. Nhung, véi su hién dién cua MaAu Lidu Hanh va xuét hién cta Chaa Then nguoi
Nung ngay dudi Tam Toa Thanh Mau di khing dinh strc anh hudng, sy giao thoa khong chi
clia van hoéa Viét - Tay, Nung ma con 1a su giao thoa giita hai tin ngudng dan gian: Mau va
Then. Tai ddy, Chaa Then 12 vi than chi ctia ngdi dén, nhung ciing 13 mot vi nit than thudc dong
Nhac Phu giéng nhu céc ba chiia trén Thugng ngan ma ching t6i da khai luoc tai muc 1.2.

2.2. Mt s6 nghi thirc tho ciing Ba Chita Then

Trong tin ngudng Then, viéc ciing Then, hat Then, mta chau Then dugc thuc hién tai
cung thd Chua Ba c6 dinh vao mét s6 dip trong ndm (tinh theo ngay am lich) nhu: Ngay 18
chinh 1a mung 02 thang Giéng 1a 1& hoi Long tong; mung 08 thang Giéng la 1& Thugng
nguyén; mung 8/4 1 1& Vao hé; mung 05 - 06/6 Tiéc Chua Ba; mung 08/7 1& Ra hé va mung
08/12 18 T4t nién. Nhitng ngudi tim vé hanh 18 Then khong chi 1 cac Then Tac, mé Then dja
phuong, ma con ¢ nhiéu thay Then tir cac khu vuc 14n can tim vé, ho hanh 18 theo phong tuc
ctia ngudi Nung. Dén thd Ba Chua Then 12 noi tu héi, to chirc 1& khao Chtia va 18 hoi Long
tong, 1& hoi nay thuong duge to chic vao ngdy dau nam mai. O ddy, ngudi di 18 dang cung
cac dai én, dang b mii y 15 dai, dang 18 Tam Sinh va hat Then, maa Chau, danh thén (giéng
nhu xin dai). Khong chi vay, nhiéu thdy Then cac khu vuc lan cin, nhu: Thai Nguyén, Cao
Bang ciing tim vé 18 Ba Chila Then, mang theo cach thirc hat Then, miia Then riéng vé dén dé
thuc hién nghi 1& mong cau phuc 10c, binh an, mua mang thuan lo1, tai 1§c du da.

Khi thuc hanh nghi 1& Then, cac vat dung khong thé thiéu 1a cdy dan tinh, chum xoc nhac,
thang ngil sic, cing voi mam cung khao quén,... Chum x6c nhac con duoc goi 13 “pay ma”,
dugc tao thanh tir nhiéu mat xich dong két hop nhiing qua chudng tron bang dong, tao nén 4m
thanh don dap nhu tiéng ngua phi, thé hién doan quan cia Then dang di qua céc cira dé phuc vu
nghi 18 (PVS, thiy Th., 30 tuéi, Thi nhang, nguoi dan téc Nimg, tai dén tho Ba Chiia Then, xd
Binh Gia, Lang Son ngay 9/9/2025). P6 1a nhitng 1& dung mang dic trung cia tin ngudng
Then. Trong d6, cay dan tinh xuat hién nhidu hon hét. V&i Then, cdy dan tinh khong chi 1a mot
loai nhac cu dé dién xudng, ma né con mang tinh thiéng, 1a vat dung duoc Troi ban cho nguoi
1am Then (Ly Thi Chién, 2015: 78). Nghi 1 cua tin ngudng Then trong dip 1é tiéc Chiia Ba vao
ngdy mung 5,6 thang 6 4m lich hang nam thudng dién ra cac hoat dong chu yéu 1a mua chau,
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mua nghi 18 va doi khi cling c6 sy nhap hon ciia mot sd vi quan tuéng, ho phap, nhu: Phap
Slien, Phap Diéc,... Pic biét, khi hanh 1& Then thi Ba Chua ban dén s& khong nhap vao thiy
Then, khong phan truyén, khong thu 1& nhu tho MAu. L& vat dang 1én cing Ba Chiia mang ddm
ban sic dan toc (PVS, nit, 70 tudi, thiy Then, ngudi dan toc Nung, thuong thuc hanh nghi 18
Then tai dén tho Ba Chua Then, x3 Binh Gia, Lang Son ngay 26/2/2025).

Tur nhitng quan sat trén chung t61 nhan théy ¢6 su xuit hién caa nha san, dai én, cay
vang tudng, cAu thang, mam gao cim roi ngil sic, nim bo bat up - mdi bd gdm hai chiéc bat
con up nguoc,... Ho dang 1én Chia mot con dé, mot con lgn, mot con ga da md sach, chua ché
bién, kém theo lon quay, hoa qua, banh ke¢o theo mua. Trong khudén kho bai viét, tac gia chi
diém nhtrng hinh thire thyc hanh nghi 18 tai mot 18 tiéc chinh ngay 06 thang 6 am lich.

Déi voi tin ngudng thd Mau dang hién dién tai dén thd Ba Chua Then, Ba xuét hién giéng
nhu cdc vi nit than khéac thude dong Nhac phu. Ba ¢o6 vai tro nhu vi than lap nghé Then, ngu
dong vao 6ng dong ba ct. Gidng nhu tat ca cac nir than thude dong Nhac phu, khi 1én dong hau
Chuta Then, Ba cling mutia mdi, khai quang, di bai sai va ban 19c phat tai. Piém khéc biét nhiéu
hon, d& nhéan thdy hon 14 cac 6ng ba dong hau dong gia Chaa Then trudc Ban Cong dong Ba
hién linh v6i 4o den cham, c6 khi vat ngan nhu ngudi Nung, c6 khi vat dai nhu nguoi Tay, dau
chit khan Cham ctia ngudi Nung gidéng kiéu that khan ciia nguoi Tay, Nung xit Lang. O gia dong
Chua Then, cung vin s& dang diéu hat Then cai bién 10, tir tiéng Tay, tiéng Nung sang tiéng
Kinh, ding dan nguyét thay dan tinh. Thiy déng hdu Ba Chua Then s& ¢6 thém diéu mua gay
dan tinh, cAm x6c nhac, méa chau Then. Nhu vay, Chua Then lic nay chi don thuan 13 mot vi nit
than, mot vi to nghé, gia nhap ban thd Mau véi nhiing gi dic trung nhét cta dan toc minh, cia
nghé minh tao dung. Cong dong tin d6 thd Mau va ngay tai dén Chaa Then van goi Chiia Then
1a “Chtia Ba B6i Then” véi niém tin Ba c6 kha ning béi toan (béi Then), sinh ra trén viing dét xir
Lang va giang vao dan toc Tay, Nung.

Ba Chiia boi Then duoc ton tho tai dén tho Ba Chaa Then khong phai 13 trudng hop duy
nhat ¢6 sy phdi tho cac Mau Tam, T phu hién nay. Ngoai Chua Then, con ¢6 Chiia dong Van
Phong, Chua Then Béic Giang (d¢én Chtia Then Bic Giang) 1a nhitng vi nit than c6 chirc ning
boi Then. M& rong hon nita, Chia Nguyét H6 (Yén Thé, Bac Giang), Chiia Béi Dam May
(Tuyén Quang), Chtia But (Cao Bang), Chua Diéu Tin Chan Nhu (Hoa Binh)... ciing dugc
ménh danh 13 Chaa Béi. C6 thé noi, Chiia Then dugc tho tai dén tho Ba Cha Then 1a mot
nhéan vt trong tin ngudng thd Mau, giéng nhu cach céac vi chua ba khac dang hién dién va
dugc phung tho. Tuy nhién, hinh tugong Chtia Then ¢ day con dugc mo rong vai tro, thé hién
sy tiép bién vin hoa cta tin ngudng thd Mau Tam, T pha bén canh d6 14 sy giao thoa giita
tin ngudng dan gian cta dong bao Tay, Nung va ctia nguoi Viét (Kinh).

3. Mt s6 nhan xét

Chtia Then duoc tho tai dén thd Ba Chtia Then Binh Gia, Lang Son c6 stc anh huéng
dén ca hai tin ngudng: Tho Then va thd Mau Tam, Tt Phu. Chaa Then xuat hién trong hai tin
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ngudng voi vai trd cia mot vi to nghé, 1ap nghé. Vi tin ngudng Then, mic di Chtia Then
duoc ton xung tai dén 12 Thién T Théanh Then, nhung thyc chét chi khi vé dén tho Ba Chta
Then thi cac ong ba Then méi khao ciing Ba, ciing nhu nap 1é cira Ba.

Vé niém tin, Ba Chtia Then Binh Gia, Lang Son 1a khat vong cua déng bao dan tdc noi
chung, dic biét 1a nguoi Nung Phan Slinh sinh sdng tai Binh Gia, theo nghiép 1am Then, mong
mudn tim vé cdi ngudn ciia mot vi td nghé trong truyén thuyét dan gian. D6 14 hinh twong cua
mot nhan vat trong truyén thuyét dan gian dem Then vé cho cong dong ngudi Tay, Nung. Ho
gin Ba vdi hinh tuong ctia ngudi con gai dan toc Nung, biéu thi su tir hao vé tin ngudng Then
ctia dan toc minh, dong thoi, thé hién niém tin Then cta ngudi Nung 14 1au doi, chinh thong.

Vé chirc nang, Ba Chaa Then Binh Gia, Lang Son dugc dua vao dién than T¢ Phu tai
dén Chua, xuat hién trong cic canh hau dong tir mién ngugc dén mién xudi, chinh 1a sy hoa
nhép, giao thoa trong tin ngudng thd Mau cua ngudi Viét va tin ngudng Then cta nguoi
Nung Lang Son. Nhu cach tin ngudng Tran Triu da hoi nhap cung tin ngudng tho Mau. Do
vdy, chung t6i nhan thiy rang, tin ngudng Then d bat ddu c6 sy manh nha giao thoa v&i thd
Mau Tam, Tt Pha. Chiéc cau ndi cho sy giao thoa Ay chinh 13 nhan vat Chua Then, tiéu biéu
1a Ba Chtia Then dugc tho tai dén Chtia Then Binh Gia, Lang Son.

Két luin

Tir sy phan tich nhan vat Ba Chtia Then duoc tho tai dén Cha Then Binh Gia, Lang
Son, chung t6i nhan thdy c6 3 van dé ndi 1én nhu sau: thi nhdt, hinh tugng Ba Chaa Then 1a
su khat vong tim vé cdi ngudn ctia nghé Then ctia ngudi Tay, Nung néi chung va nguoi Nung
Phan Slinh néi riéng tai x&t Lang; thi hai, hinh twong Ba Chuia Then 1a cau ndi cia sy giao
thoa giita tin ngudng thd Mau Tam, Ta phu clia ngudi Viét va tin ngudng Then cta nguoi
Tay, Nung tai Lang Son; thiz ba, Ba Chua Then va phép boi Then thé hién niém mong wéc
thau té tuong lai, tranh hoa tim phiic ctia con nguoi.

Pén Chua Then Binh Gia, Lang Son 1a sy giao thoa cta hai tin ngudng thd Then va tho
Mau. Sy giao thoa ndy dang trong qua trinh hinh thanh va phat trién. Hién tugng ndy co thé s&
1am bién d6i bdi canh thuc hanh cta ca hai tin ngudng. Do vay, dé hiéu rd hon sy giao thoa
nay, bai viét d3 trinh bay h¢ théng than linh, bai tri dién tho va hinh thirc thue hanh nghi 18, tur
d6 mo rong hon van dé nghién ctru./.
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Abstract

THE IMAGE OF BA CHUA THEN AT THE CHUA THEN TEMPLE,
NA COC VILLAGE, BINH GIA COMMUNE, LANG SON PROVINCE

Do Duy Hung
Institute of Anthropology and Religious Studies

Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences

Ba Chiia Then is a sacred figure venerated by the residents of Na Céc village, serving as
the principal deity of the Chua Then Linh Tu Temple. This deity holds significant spiritual
importance for local communities as well as for practitioners of Then worship and the Mother
Goddess cults of Tam and Tt Phu (Three and Four Palaces). At Binh Gia, Lang Son, Ba Chua
Then exerts influence over both folk religious traditions, appearing in each as a patron of
specific professions. This article analyses the beliefs associated with Ba Chtia Then and her
functions within these intertwined folk religious practices, highlighting her role as both a
spiritual authority and a cultural symbol within the local community.

Keywords: Ethnic belief, Nung people, Then, Ba Chua Then, diviner deity, Lang Son.



