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TIN NGUONG TRUYEN THONG CUA NGUOI KHO-ME O NAM BQ:
PAC PIEM VA PHAN LOAI

Tém tit: Cong dong nguoi Kho-me & Nam B c6 mét nén van héa tin ngudng, ton gido vo ciing
phong phii va déc sdc. Mdc dit Phét gido Nam téng dwoc coi la tén gido chii dao, anh hiong sdu réng
dén doi séng xd héi, nhung trong thuc té, tin nguéng truyén thong chiém mot vi tri rat quan trong trong
doi song cua ngueoi Kho-me va thuwong xuyén dwoc thire hanh dan xen véi Phdt gido. Dwa vao quan diém
ciia Clifford Geertz vé dién gidi van héa, phwong phdp tong quan tai liéu va nghién ciru thue dia, bai viét
nay tap trung phan tich chi ra nhitng hinh thuece tin nguong dac trung cua nguoi Kho-me o Nam B9, twr do
tién hanh phén logi va ludn gidi vé cdc ddac diém néi bat, nham déng gép mét géc nhin sdu sdc va mang
tinh hé théng hon vé vin héa tén gido, tin nguwdng ciia céng dong nay.
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Ngay nhan bai: 20/10/2025, ngay phan bién: 05/11/2025, ngay duyét dang: 15/11/2025.

Gioi thiéu

O Viét Nam, ngudi Kho-me (Khmer) nim trong s6 sau cong dong dan toc ¢ dan sd dong nhat
(Téng diéu tra dan s6 va nha &, 2019), dia ban cu tru tap trung la khu vuc Tay Nam B9 va rai rac & nhiéu
dia phuong khac trong ca nudc. Cong dong Kho-me ¢ day c6 mot nén vin hoa da dang va mang dam dic
trung van hoa tdc nguoi, trong do, tin ngudng, ton gido cd vai tro trung tdm trong cac hoat dong van hoa
cong dong. Do dic diém t6 chire x4 hoi truyén thdng tuong d6i khép kin, doi séng van hoa tin ngudng cta
ngudi Kho-me mang tinh cong dong cao va duy tri duoc nhiéu nét dic trung cho dén ngay nay.

Trong buc tranh da sdc mau cta van hoa Viét Nam, van hoa Kho-me d3 thu hit nhiéu nha khoa hoc
trén thé giéi va & Viét Nam tién hanh nghién ctru, trong d6 c¢6 mot sd tac gia 1a nguoi dan toc Kho-me.
Theo tong hop cia tac gia G. E. Coedés (Nguyén Thira Hy dich, 2011) va tac gia Kiéu Thu Hoach (2016),
ngudn sir liéu sém nhat vé lich st van hoa Kho-me 13 ngudn st liéu Trung Hoa, rai rac qua ghi chép cua
cac vién phai bo sir than va bia ky. Nhiing ghi chép ctia Chau Pat Quan (Lé Huong dich, 1973) trong thoi
gian tham gia doan st bo tdi ving dat Chan Lap nam 1295 1a tu liéu hiém hoi vé Chan Lap trong qua khir
va dugc coi 1a mot trong nhitng ngudn tham khao dic biét, quan trong vé doi séng, x4 hoi ciia ving dat
nay. Lé Huong, mot trong nhiing tac gia c6 dong gop quan trong va duge trich din kha nhiéu trong céc
nghién ctru vé ngudi Kho-me, trong Nguwoi Viét géc Mién (1969) cho rang, so di lich str vin héa Kho-me
con nhiéu diém chua duogc thdng nhat, boi vi xua kia ngudi Kho-me khong ding gidy ma chi viét chir 1én
14 budng, 14 nay trong khoang 150 nim c6 thé bi muc nat va ndi dung ghi trén dé ciing that thoat. Nguoi
Phap khi sang Viét Nam da c6 nhitng dong gop dang ké trong viéc tap hop cac ngudn st lidu, xau chudi
lai va hinh thanh nén nhing ghi chép lich sir ¢6 hé thong dau tién vé van héa Kho-me ¢ Viét Nam. Sau
do, voi cac nghién ctru cua mat s6 hoc gid Viét Nam, lich sir van héa Kho-me da dan tré nén rd nét hon.

Vin hoéa Kho-me (bao gdm vin hoa tin ngudng, t6n giao) duoc khao ta kha phong phu qua céc tap tu
lidu duge suu tim khoang cudi thé ky XX, vé truyén thuyét, truyén cb ciia cac tic gia Huynh Ngoc Trang (va
cac cong su, 1983), So-ry-a (1988), Son Phudc Hoan (1997), Tién Vin Triéu (2011), Hoang Tuc (2011),...
Céc nghién ciru vé vin hoa Kho-me né 1o vao dau thé ky XXI v6i hang loat 4n pham, luan vin cua cac nha
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nghién ctru tré, co nhitng goc nhin cu thé hon nhimng nghién ciru di trude. Do 1a cac tac gia Nguyén Thi
Tam Anh (2015), Nguyén Hiru Hiéu (2015); mot s6 nhom téc gia di thyc hién nhitng cong trinh cung cp
cai nhin khd bao quat, nhu tap ky yéu hoi thao khoa hoc Bdo ton va phat huy Lé héi Ooc Om Boc - Pua
ghe ngo Séc Trang do Vién Vin hoa Nghé thuat qudc gia Viét Nam phdi hop véi Uy ban Nhan dan tinh
S6c Trang to chirc (2009); cong trinh Vin héa phi vit thé cdc dén téc tinh Séc Trang ciia nhom tac gia
truong Pai hoc Van héa Thanh phé Ho Chi Minh thyc hién, do tac gia Lam Nhan va Tran Van Ut dé)ng
chu bién (2015); Tén gido, tin ngudng & khu viee Tay Nam B hién nay cua Nguyén Thi Qué Huong va
cong su (2022); hodc chuyén sau nhu Ghe ngo ciia nguwoi Khmer Nam Bé: Tir cong dong dén bdo tang
cua Pham Thi Thuy Chung (2021), tur tiép can nhan hoc van hoa va bao tang. Bén canh do, con c6 mot $6
bai viét dang tai trén cac tap chi khoa hoc chuyén nganh di dong goép nhiéu tu lidu va phan tich quan
trong vé doi séng tin ngudng, ton gido ciia nguoi Kho-me trong truyén thong va duong dai, nhu tac gia
Phan Anh Tu (2014; 2021), Nguyén Thi Thu Hwong (2016), Huynh Hiéu Trung (2017), Nguyén Hoang
Tuén (2017), Nguyén Thanh Loi (2018), Danh Lung (2020), Thach Pich (2020), Pham Thi Thiy Chung
(2020; 2024), Nguyén Thi Hoang Phuong (2022)...

Mic dit van con mét s6 diém md gay nhiéu tranh cii, nhung cac hoc gia di gan nhu théng nhit ring, vin
hoa Oc Eo dugc coi 1a nhitng diu vét nén tang vé vin hoa ctia ngudi Kho-me ¢ Viét Nam. Pay 1a mot trong
nhiing nén van minh di hinh thanh sém nhat & khu vuc Péng Nam A, trong khoang 10 thé ky dau Cong
nguyén, thudc ving dat Nam B cta Viét Nam ngay nay. An Do giao dong vai tro cot 18i trong viéc hinh thanh
cac dic trung van héa Kho-me. Tuy nhién, cing véi thoi gian va qua trinh chuyén dich ctia cu dan qua cac
ving dét, v6i anh hudng cia cac dac diém dja 1y, tu nhién cu thé, cong déng Kho-me ¢ mdi vung lai kh:fmg
dinh mot s6 nét ban sic riéng biét. Cac nghién ctru vé vin hoa tin ngudng, ton gido clia cong dong Kho-me kha
phong ph, tuy nhién, chii yéu sir dung phuong phép khao ta va ¢6 nhiéu sy tring lap, trong khi do, con thiéu
vang nhitng nghién ctru mang tinh phuong phap luan. Bai viét nay, ké thira nhitng nghién ctru di trude', két
hop véi két qua nghién ctru thyc dia tir nam 2014 dén 2025 cua téc gia, dua vao cach tiép can dién giai van hoa
theo quan diém ciia Clifford Geertz (1973), tir 6 cung cap mot goc nhin vé doi song tin ngudng truyén thong
ctia ngudi Kho-me mot cach sau sic va c¢6 tinh hé thong hon, thong qua nhitng dic diém co ban va phén loai
theo mét s6 loai hinh tin ngudng dic trung.

1. Khai quat vé tin ngudng truyén thong ciia ngudi Kho-me ¢ Nam B

Trong doi séng xa hdi truyén thdng ciia ngudi Kho-me, bén canh cac nha sur Phat gido thi cic vi achar
duoc coi 1a nhitng ngudi cd uy tin cao nhat trong phum, soc vé tri thirc va dao dic,” ¢6 vai trd quan trong trong
viéc cham lo cong viéc ndi by cla cdng d@)ng va quan hé vdi bén ngoai, dac biét, cham lo cac hoat dong tin
ngudng, huéng dan thuc hanh cic phong tuc, tip quan, nghi 18, 18 hoi truyén théng... (Nguyén Khic Canh,
2013: 5-14). Cac 18 hoi ciing 13 mot phan quan trong trong doi sng tin ngudng, t6n gido cia ngudi Kho-me,
trong do, cac 18 hoi lién quan dén 18 tiét va chu ky nong nghiép 1a nhimg 1 hoi quan trong nhat trong nam, nhu
Tét Chol Chnam Thmay (L& hoi mimg nim méi), 1& hoi Ook Om Bok (18 hoi cing Trang va an cdm dep, gin
v6i dua ghe ngo).

Nhin mét cach khai quat, co thé thay doi séng tin ngudng, ton gido truyén thong cua ngudi Kho-me &
Nam B 1a mot phirc hop bao gém cac thanh t6 Phét gido Nam tong, cac thanh t& c6 ngudn gde An Do gido,
cac thanh t6 phong tuc, tip quan mang ban sic dia phuong. Mic du, ngdi chiia Phat gido Kho-me dong vai tro
trung tim trong doi sdng cong dong, nhung sinh hoat Phét gido khong hoan toan phan 14p ma ¢ nhiéu nghi 18
cho thdy sy hoa quyén giita truyén thong Phat giao nguyén thity véi tin ngudng déan gian. Trong céc sy kién

' Mot s6 van dé phan tich va khao ta chi tiét, xin xem thém cac nghién ctru da cong bd cua tac gia bai viét, co dé cap trong
danh muc Tai liéq tham khao. )
2 Achar trong tieng Sanskrit c6 nghia 1a “hiéu biet” (Xem thém: Nguyen Thi Thu Huong, 2016: 24-33).
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tin ngudng, ton gido 1on thuong cd su tham gia cua cé cac vi su va achar, day cling chinh 1a mét nét dac
trung trong cach tmg xir nhan vin va khoan dung t6n gido cua cong dong Kho-me. Do lich sir di cu cua
cong ddng, ngudi Kho-me di tiép nhan nhiéu yéu t6 vin hoa An Do théng qua Phét gido Nam téng va Ba
la mén gido. Ciing nhu nhiéu cong dong khac, ngudi Kho-me tin rang dé vuot qua nhitng khé khan, tric
tr¢ trong cudc séng sinh hoat va lao dong vi sinh ké, ho can dua vao su tro gilp cua cac vi than bao hd.
Nhiéu vi than dugc nguoi Kho-me thd cing c6 tién than 14 cac vi than trong vin hoa An D6 nhu Ba
Pen/Neang Khmau (Kali), Neak Ta (Shiva). Nhiéu biéu tuong trong tin ngudng, tén gido ctia ngudi Kho-
me ¢ ¥ nghia biéu trung twong dong v4i quan niém trong vin héa An Do, nhu biéu twong ran than Naga,
Krud (Garuda), Chian/Yik (Yaksha),...

Theo Clifford Geertz (1973), ton gido® 1a mot hé thong biéu tugng giup con nguoi dién dat va cing cb
trat ty thé gidi ciia minh, gin véi nhitng y nghia vin hoa duoc con ngudi kién tao nén. Theo do, ¢ thé nhan
thy, su dan xen giita Phat gido Nam tong, An D¢ gido va tin ngudng dan gian cho thdy mot hé thong duc
tin da tAng, noi ma cac dic diém co ban cia tin ngudng truyén théng dugc thé hién rd rét. Tin ngudng, ton
gido ctia nguoi Kho-me ¢ Nam Bo vira phan 4nh lich st giao thoa van hoa lau dai, vira thé hién kha ning
thich tng linh hoat ctia cong ddng Kho-me trong viéc tiép nhan va tai cau tric cac yéu td ton gido ngoai
sinh. Chinh nho dé, tin ngudng truyén thong Kho-me van duy tri dugc nhimng nét dic trung manh mé trong
qua trinh hién dai hoa va toan cAu hoa, tiép tuc tdn tai nhu mot mo hinh di san tén gido/di san séng da téng -
noi cac hé théng niém tin ciing ton tai mot cach hoa hop va bo trg cho nhau.

2. Cac dic diém co ban trong tin ngwéng truyén thong Kho-me
2.1. Thé gi6i quan hoa hop véi tw nhién

Doi sdng cua ngudi Kho-me ludn gan bé véi thé gidi tu nhién. Thé ing xtr ciia ngudi Kho-me véi thé
gidi1 ty nhién thé hién trong cac 18 hoi, truyén théng thd cliing céc vi than dai dién cho strc manh siéu nhién, tin
ngudng vat linh,... Ho tin rang, dat dai, nguén nudc, miia mang... déu c6 linh hon va sirc manh siéu nhién.
Chang han, da s cac Neak Ta 1a cac vi than dai dién cho ty nhién, bao trg su binh yén trong timg khong gian
cu thé (Neak Ta ngudn nudc, Neak Ta rimg, Neak Ta nui, Neak Ta rudng ray, Neak Ta cdy c6 thu,...) (Phan
Anh T1, 2021; Pham Thi Thuy Chung va cong su, 2024). Khi gdp kho khan nhu han han, lut 161 hoac bénh tat
gia dinh, ngudi Kho-me thuong ra miéu Neak Ta khan vai, ciu mong duoc cac vi than bao tro gitip d&, im
phuong phap hoa giai tai wong, mang lai binh an. L& hoi Ok Om Bok ciing thé hién rit rd quan niém cua
nguoi Kho-me vé méi quan hé giita con nguoi voi tu nhién: Pén ky laa nép troé bong, ngudi Kho-me to chirc
cing than Mat Trang, than Dét, than Nudc dé ta on cac vi than da phu hd cho muia mang boi thu. Vat phém
cing 1a cdm dep (nép non rang, gid dep, sang vo, tron ciing nude dira, dira nao, duong...) cling cac san vat
moi ctia vu mua. Nghi thire nay phan anh mot triét 1y song 14y tur nhién 1am gbe ctia néng dan Kho-me. Quan
niém van vat hiru linh con thé hién & tin ngudng thd than Lia, than che ché ghe ngo,... C6 thé nhan thay,
thé gidi quan tén kinh cac thé lyc siéu nhién, mong mudn duy tri mbi quan hé tuong tic hai hoa véi cac su
vat, hién tugng trong ty nhién 1a mot dac diém co ban cua tin ngudng truyén théng Kho-me.

Pic diém nay mo ta cach thirc nguoi Kho-me xay dung mot thé giéi quan va mot tAm thé tng xir
hai hoa vo1 moi truong xung quanh. Geertz 1ap luan ré‘mg ton gido thiét lap cac khai niém vé mot trat tu
ton tai chung. Pdi voi nguodi Kho-me, diéu nay dugc thé hién qua niém tin rang dat dai, ngudn nudc, ciy
co... déu co linh hon va sttic manh siéu nhién. Cac thuc thé dai dién cho stic manh siéu nhién nhu than
Mit Tring, than Pat, than Nudc, Neak Ta... ton tai va khang dinh ban chit co ban cta thé gidi 1a van vat
hitu linh, can dugc ton trong va tuong tac hai hoa. Ttr quan ni¢m nay, ngudi Kho-me thiét 1ap mot tam thé

~ G

3 Clifford Geertz thudng sir dung thuat ngit “ton gido truyén thong” khi dé cap dén tin ngudng, tin ngudng truyén thong, tin
ngudng dan gian,... trong van hoa cua cac bd lac hodc cac cong dong cu dan nong nghiép.
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ung xu dé cao sy ton kinh, biét on va tim kiém sy che chd/bao hd cua cac vi than, cac thé lyc si€u nhién,
coi day la ngudn goc cua sy dam bao doi song am no, hanh phtic va hoa giai tai wong.

2.2. Tinh nguyén hop

Tinh nguyén hop (con duoc hiéu 1 hdn dung) 1a mét dic diém co ban cia tin ngudng truyén thong
Kho-me, phan anh cach thirc nguoi Kho-me dung hoa, pha tron va tai cdu trac cac yéu td vin hoa - ton
gido khac nhau trong dién trinh lich str. Khai niém “nguyén hop” (syncretism) dwoc sir dung phd bién
trong nghién ctru ton gido. Theo C. Stewart va R. Shaw (1994), nguyén hop 1a su két hop cac yéu té tir
nhirng truyén théng ton gido khac nhau tao thanh mot hé thdng duc tin va thyc hanh méi mang tinh nhat
quan. Trong nghién ctru t6n gido Péng Nam A, nguyén hop khong chi 1a hién tuong tén gido, ma con 1a
mot co ché van hoéa duoc ban dia hoa, hodc dia phuong hoa (localization), gitip cac cong ddng dan cu
trong dja phuong, khu vuc thich nghi véi anh hudng ciia cac hé théng t6n gido du nhap tir bén ngoai.

Doi song tin ngudng, t6n gido cta ngudi Kho-me & Nam Bo 13 sy dung hop giita nhiéu yéu té dirc tin,
quan niém c6 ngudn gdc tir mot sd truyén thong khac nhau. Tinh nguyén hop thé hién 1& nét trong ciu triic
niém tin va doi séng tin ngudng, ton gido cia nguoi Kho-me (t6n kinh va biét on, tin tudng vao su che chd, bao
ho cua Pirc Phat, cac vi than, thé gi6i tu nhién, 6ng ba to tién...). V& phuong dién lich str, tin ngudng, ton giao
ctia ngudi Kho-me chiu anh huong sau sic cia An Do gido va Phat gido Nam tong tir rat sém, dong thoi, van
duy tri nhitng 16p tin ngudng mang ban sic dia phuong nhu tin ngudng vat linh (animism) va thd cing to tién.
Su hoa tron nay khong dién ra theo xu hudng loai trir hay phan tang ma theo logic tich hop, cting t6n trong su
ton tai va quyén ning thiéng da dang. Ngudi Kho-me khong phén dinh vi thé cao thap khac nhau ciia Puc Phat
Thich Ca hay Neak Ta. Véi timg nghi 12 cu thé, cho du véi vat phém don so, ho ludn thuc hanh véi su thanh
kinh, trang trong, boi v6i ho, Pirc Phat hay cac vi Neak Ta s hitu nhimng quyén lyc linh thiéng khac nhau
nhung cting van hanh dé bao tro cho su binh yén, no 4m ctia cong déng. Nhiéu vi than trong tin ngudng truyén
thong Kho-me (Neak Ta, Neang Khmau...) dugc dong hoa hodc cho 1 ¢6 tién than 13 cic vi than An Do nhu
Shiva, Kali, hodc véi to tién dong ho (qua hinh tugng Ardk), tao thanh mot hé théng tin ngudng da dang, kho
bdc tach riéng biét.

Su dung hop trong doi sdng tin ngudng, ton gido ciia ngudi Kho-me con thé hién rat rd trong cac hinh
thirc thyce hanh. O cac cap do xa hoi, tinh nguyén hop thuong xuyén duoc thé hién qua sy ton tai dan xen
gitta céc nghi 1& Phét gido va cac nghi 1& dan gian. Nhiéu 1& hoi ctia ngudi Kho-me nhu Chol Chnam Thmay,
Sen Pélta hay Ok Om Bok - dua ghe ngo duoc t6 chirc két hop giira nghi 18 Phat gido (v6i sy chi tri ciia cac
nha su) va nghi 1& dan gian (véi sy chu tri cia cac achar). Trong khi cac nha su thuc hién nghi 1& Phat gido,
hoéng phap, tung kinh chuc phuc, cau an, cau siéu, thi cic achar lo viée cau cung, doc chu, hudéng dan gia
cht thyc hanh nghi 18 theo phong tuc, tAp quan dan gian. Trong khong gian ngdi chuia, ngoai cac nghi 1& Phat
gi4o, nguoi Kho-me c6 thé thue hién cac nghi 18 cau mua, cing dat, cing Ba Pen (Neang Khmau), than bao
trg ghe ngo, hodc 1& nhap tu béo hiéu, 18 tang,... TAt ca cac nghi 18 nay déu duoc xem 14 biéu hién cta long
hiéu kinh va hoa hop gitta con nguoi véi ty nhién, than linh va t tién. Nguoi Kho-me ¢ khu vic Dong Nam
B6 c6 mot 18 hoi rat doc dao 1a 18 hoi Phéa bau (Dua Tpeng), mot mat 18 hoi nay thé hién van hoa ung xur cua
con ngudi voi moi trudng séng, qua céch khai thac nguén loi hudng téi su bén virng, mat khac, 1€ hoi cling
thé hién quy tic ing x{r v6i nguoi ¢o uy tin hodc co cong véi cong dong théng qua nghi thirc biéu con ci to
nhét cho ngudi cao tudi, duge kinh trong nht trong cong dong. Thong qua nhiing quy tic tmg xir ny, nguoi
Kho-me duy tri su gin két hudng t6i su phat trién bén vimg chung cta ca cong dong. L& hoi Pha bau co thé
dugc coi 1a dién hinh cua tinh nguyén hop trong tin ngudng truyén théng ctia ngudi Kho-me Nam Bb.

Trong nhiing thap ky gan déy, c6 thé nhan thiy hién tugng hdn dung tin ngudng ciia ngudi Kho-me
v6i nguoi Viét va nguoi Hoa sinh sdng cung dia ban. Tai mot sé miéu thd Neak Ta, Ba Pen cua nguoi Kho-
me c6 su tham gia thd cung ctia ngudi Viét, nguoi Hoa, theo d6 ciing dan tich hop nhiing yéu t6 vin hoa Viét
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va Hoa trong hinh thirc th ti va thuc hanh nghi 1&. Pang chii y, su hdn dung con dién ra giira cac loai hinh
tin ngudng truyén thong trong cong déng Kho-me, vi du nhu hién trong tiép bién tin ngudng thd Ardk va
tin ngudng Neak Ta (Vinh Thong, 2024). C6 thé thiy, tinh nguyén hop cta tin ngudng Kho-me rat da dang,
khong chi 1a két qua cua giao thoa vin hda, ma con thé hién mot cach thirc sang tao dé duy tri ban séc dan toc
trong bdi canh da tin ngudng, ton gido nham thich tng véi moéi trudng sdng dia phuong.

Tinh nguyén hop trong tin ngudng ciia ngudi Kho-me 1 mot minh ching dién hinh cho ciu trac
clia tin ngudng truyén théng. Geertz mo ta ciu tric cia cac ton gido truyén théng von roi rac, 1ong 1éo va
mang tinh co hoi, thay vi mot hé thong triét 1y, duc tin thong nhat. Trong truong hop ciia ngudi Kho-me,
cac yéu td dirc tin va biéu tugng tin ngudng, ton gido co ngudn gdc tir Phat gido Nam tong, An Do gido,
tin ngudng vat linh dan gian... hoa tron véi nhau nham dép tmg timg phan nhu ciu tin ngudng cta ngudi
dan. Bén canh d6, sy tham gia cua cac nha su Phét gido va cac achar trong ciing mot nghi 18 cho thay
quan niém vé su quan trong cia ¥ nghia tin ngudng, ton gido trong thuc hanh nghi 1& duoc dé cao hon
tinh thong nhit ciia duc tin va gido 1y. Dicu nay cling phu hop véi quan diém ciia Geertz khi ong cho
rang, cac hién tuong ton gido khong tinh tai, ma gin lién voi cudc séng va nghi 18 hing ngay ciia mot
cong dong va y nghia day du cta chung chi c6 thé duge kham phé théng qua phuong phap dién giai. Thay
vi tap trung vao viéc phan tich niém tin c6 “dung” hay khong, Geertz quan tim nhiéu hon dén nhimg chuc
nang cu thé clia ton gido truyén thong trong viéc to chirc trai nghiém, cung cap khuon kho dao dirc dé con
nguoi dinh hinh hanh vi va cam xuc.

2.3. Tinh cong dong

Trude khi chiu sy quan 1y cua triéu dinh nha Nguyén, cong dong Kho-me sinh séng thanh nhiing
nhom tu cu nho va to chirc thanh nhitng don vi xa hoi tw quan nhu phum, soc, rang budc voi nhau boi cac
phong tuc, 18 nghi truyén théng, trong d6, ngdi chiia Phat gido 13 trung tAm sinh hoat van héa, ton gido, tin
ngudng cua cong déng. Trai qua nhiéu bién ddi theo diéu kién lich st - xa hoi, cho dén nay, cong d@)ng
Kho-me & Nam B6 van duy tri tinh cong dong cao trong hau hét hoat dong ciia doi séng xa hoi. Tir nhimg
18 hoi 16n nhur Ok Om Bok - dua ghe ngo, Sen Polta, Chél Chnam Thmay, cho dén nhiing nghi 1& vong doi
nhu nhép tu bao hiéu, tang 1&... thi ngdi chuia van 1a trung tim thuc hanh nghi 1&, cung véi cac hoat dong
van hoa, cac sinh hoat tap thé, thu hut sy tham gia dong dao ctia ca cong dong. Viéc tham gia thuc hanh tin
ngudng truyén thong xuat phat tir nhu cau bay t6, thoa man va chia sé duc tin ctia moi thanh vién trong cong
ddng, bén canh do, thong qua sinh hoat nghi 18 cong dong, mdi c4 nhan nhan lai nhing gié tri dao duc, sy
gin két ngay cang bén chit trong méi quan hé véi cong dong.

Tinh cong dong trong tin ngudng truyén thdng cia ngudi Kho-me nhdn manh vai tro cua tin
ngudng, ton gido trong viéc ciing ¢b sy gin két x4 hoi thong qua nghi 1& va hanh vi, ma Geertz coi 1a ¢t
16i ctia hé thong vin hoa t6n gido. Cac nghi 1& cong dong (nhu 1& hoi Ok Om Bok, Sen Délta, Tét Chol
Chnim ThmaAy) dién ra tai chua (trung tAm sinh hoat ton gido) khong chi 1a sy bay t6 dirc tin, ma con 1a
phuong tién dé cung cb cac gia tri dao dirc va sy gin két quan hé cong dong. Nghi 18 dién ra nhu mot hinh
thirc biéu hién cua dic tin va 13 noi dé cac ¥ tuong tin ngudng, ton gido cua cong dong duoc chuyén hoa
thanh thai do va hanh vi ca nhan. Viéc cac vi achar dm nhiém vai tro huéng dan thuc hanh trong céc
phong tuc, tp quan, nghi 1 truyén thong dam bao rang cac hanh vi tin ngudng duoc thuc hién theo ma
héa vin héa di dugc cong dong thiét 1ap va duy tri qua nhiéu thé he.

3. Mt s6 loai hinh tin ngudmg truyén thong dic trung ciia nguwoi Kho-me & Nam B

Trong ba ddc diém co ban néu trén, tinh nguyén hop va tinh cong dong hién dién trong hau hét cac
loai tin ngudng ctia ngudi Kho-me, trong khi d6 thé gii quan hoa hop véi ty nhién 1a dic diém tap trung &
mdt s6 loai tin ngudng thudc tin ngudng vat linh va tin ngudng néng nghiép. Do d6, viéc phan chia theo cac
loai hinh tin ngudng dudi ddy chi mang tinh twong d6i, khong huéng téi s khu biét, ma 1a sy minh hoa 16
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rang hon, cu thé hon cho nhing dic diém co ban cua tin ngudng truyén thong cua ngudi Kho-me Nam Bo;
ddng thoi, cac loai hinh tin ngudng cling cho thiy sy twong déng vé& mit quan niém va dirc tin truyén thong
ctia ngudi Kho-me Nam Bo voi nhiéu cong dong khac & Viét Nam. Trong khi tin ngudng vat linh dai dién
cho ting tin ngudng cd xua nhat, thi tin ngudng néng nghiép nhdn manh méi quan hé twong tic hai hoa
giita con nguoi voi thé gidi tu nhién, con tin ngudng tho cing to tién duoc coi nhur mot nét dic trung vé tim
thé ung xur cua nguoi Kho-me, thé hién sy tran trong, biét on ddi vai qua khi, thtra nhan sy hién dién cua
qué khtr trong hién tai va két ndi voi twong lai.

3.1. Tin nguwong vit linh

Tin ngudng vt linh 1a mot trong nhiing loai tin ngudng sdm nhat ciia con ngudi va ngay nay con
duoc thuc hanh & mot sd quéc gia, trong d6 c6 Viét Nam, voi quan niém moi sy vat, hién tugng trong tu
nhién déu c6 linh hdn hodc gin véi mot vi than. Cling nhu nhidu cong dong khac ¢ Viét Nam, nguodi Kho-
me tin rang nhitng linh hon nay c6 thé mang lai vAn may hodc van rui cho ngudi sdng, do do, thong qua
nghi 1&, con nguoi cd gang 1am hai 1ong nhiing linh hon, hoa giai su tirc gian nhim bao dam sy binh yén
trong cudc séng. Trong bdi canh hién dai hoa va toan cau hoa, nguoi Kho-me & Nam Bo van duy tri loai
hinh tin ngudng nay qua viéc thd cung nhimg vién da cudi, ciy co thu, bén nude...

Tin ngudng vat linh ctia ngudi Kho-me thé hién rd nét nhét trong céc hinh thic tho ciing Neak Ta. C6
nhiéu loai Neak Ta gin véi chic ning cai quan nhimng khong gian khac nhau, Neak Ta Phnom 1a than nui,
Neak Ta Prey 14 than rimg, Neak Ta Sre 1a than ruong, Neak Ta Prek 14 than song va con nhiéu Neak Ta khac
gian voi cac loai ciy, co, do vat. Mot s6 vi Neak Ta duge cho 13 hién than ciia cac vi than trong Ba la mon
gi4o; doi khi Neak Ta con duoc dong nhat voi cac vi to trong mot gia dinh, goi 1a Ardk (Lé Huong, 1969; 69-
70). Miéu tho Neak Ta thuong dugc dung bang nta, 1a hodc gach, ngdi, chi vira ¢ mot ban thd nho; ngay
gitta miéu ¢ dat cac vién da 16n hodc nho, tron nhin, dugc ngudi dan luom trong ty nhién, khong déo got,
stra sang. Ngay nay, do hdn dung véi tin ngudng cta ngudi Viét va ngudi Hoa, mot sb miéu tho Neak Ta co
twong hodc tranh tho mang déng dap mét cu gia, tay co thé cam gay hodc chay cbi gid thude,... Nguoi Kho-
me thd cung Neak Ta quanh ndm. Khi gia dinh c6 nguoi bénh 1au ngay, hodc khi sa"ip lam mot viéc hé trong,
ho mang 18 vét t6i miéu thap nhang khan vai, cau xin Neak Ta gitip d&. Néu diéu khan dugc toai nguyén,
ngudi cau xin phai dén lam 18 ta on. Khi cong dong gip thién tai, dich bénh, nhimg tai hoa 16n, ngudi Kho-me
1am 1& cau xin Neak Ta nhdp xac dong (Rup) dé duoc biét vi sao bi hoa va dugc chi dan cach hoa giai (Lé
Huong, 1969: 74-75). Ngoai nhiing nghi 1& trén, vao diu nim moi hang nim, ngudi Kho-me ¢ Tra Vinh con
¢6 18 hoi danh riéng dé cung Neak T4, cdu mong than phti hd cho tat ca ba con duoc hanh phiic, binh an trong
nam méi. Mot vi achar chu 18 dai dién cho ba con béo cao v6i Neak Ta tinh hinh san xudt néng nghiép ctia
dan lang trong nim vira qua; dang vat pham cung ta on Neak T4; va cau xin than tiép tuc che chd, bao vé
ngudi dan c6 du sirc khoe, may man thuan logi dé vy mua sau tiép tuc dat hiéu qua cao (Nguyén Hoang Tuan,
2017: 256; Nguyén Thi Qué Huong va cong su, 2022: 167-170). Nguoi Kho-me coi Neak Ta 1a vi than rat
quan trong, c6 vai trd nhu vi phiic than bao ho su binh yén, no 4m trong doi séng cong dong. Vé mit chirc
ning, Neak Ta c6 nhiéu nét tuong dong véi thanh hoang/than lang trong tin ngudng ctia nguoi Viét (Pham Thi
Thuy Chung va cong su, 2024).

3.2. Tin ngwong nong nghiép

Nhin chung, cic nghién ctru vé& vin héa Viét Nam déu thong nhat rang, vin héa nong nghiép 1a mot
trong nhitng thanh té co ban kién tao nén nén vin hoa cua cac cong déng ¢ Viét Nam, trong do, yéu td
nudc dong vai tro thiét yéu va co anh huong quan trong d6i voi doi sdng sinh hoat va san xuét. Cac 1& hoi
nong nghiép gan lién véi chu ky mia mang dugc to chirc & quy mo 16n nhat trong nam.

L& hoi Ok Om Bok - Pua ghe ngo 14 1& hoi tiéu biéu ctia tin ngudng nong nghiép trong vin hoa tin
ngudng Kho-me. Theo quan niém cua ngudi Kho-me, mat trdng cd vai tro quan trong dac biét trong doi
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séng nong nghiép, 1a vi than cai quan, bao hg mua mang. Xua kia, 18 hoi co tén goi 1a “Chao Mit trang”
hodc “cung Tring,” tuy nhién, ngay nay dan gian thuong goi 1a L& hoi Ok Om Bok c6 nghia 13 “Put cdm
dep.” Nghi 1& cung Tring dugc t6 chirc vao dém ngady 15/10 am lich, thoi gian lta (nép) da chic hat, sip
dén mua thu hoach. Day 13 mot 18 thirc néng nghiép, gan véi quy trinh canh tac lta. Theo truyén thong cia
cong dé)ng Kho-me, vao mdi vu mua, trude khi thu hoach laa chin, nguoi dan sé ra déng gat nép vé lam
cdm dep dé cung than Mat trang, than DAat, than Nudc. .. dé ta on céc vi than da bao trg mot vu mua boi thu,
va nguyén cau cho mua sau sé tiép tuc c6 dugc thanh qua sung tac, 4m no nhu vay. L& cing Tring bao gdm
ba nghi thurc: cung Trang, bai Trang, va but cdm dep. Cém dep 1a mot dac san 4m thuc cta nguoi Kho-me,
12 18 vat dang cling cac vi than, dugc 1am tir nép non ctia vu mia méi. Sau khi hoan tat 18 cung Trang va bai
Trang, vi chu 1& s& tién hanh “Dut ¢dm dep” cho nhitng ngudi du 1&, hoi han vé mong udc twong lai ctua
timg ngudi va cau chiic may man, hanh phic t6i ho. Do d6, cém dep ciing duoc coi 13 biéu trung cua sy
may mén, 4m no, hanh phuc.

Ciing trong Lé& hoi Ok Om Bok, dua ghe ngo duogc coi 1a hoat dong hép dan nhét, thu hut sy quan tam va
dong dao ngudi xem, bao gdm ca ngudi Kho-me, ngudi Viét, nguoi Hoa sinh séng & khu vuc dong bang song
Ctru Long, du khéch trong nudc va qubc té. Pua ghe ngo 1 mot hinh thirc tai hién nghi thirc rude nude (cdu
mua, cau tanh, tong tién than nudc) trong nghi 1& ndng nghiép tir xa xua. Chiéc ghe ngo 13 mot biéu twong vin
hoa tin ngudng quan trong, gan v6i nhiéu nghi 18 ciia cong dong. Ngay nay, nghi thic rude nude bang ghe ngo
da tro thanh 18 hoi dua ghe ngo vo cung s6i dong, hap dan, con duge ngudi dan dia phuong goi 1a mon “thé
thao vua” cua khu vuc.

Nguoi Kho-me & viing Bay Nui (An Giang) c6 truyén thong t6 chirc L& hoi Pua bo. Day 1a mot dang
thire 18 hoi nong nghiép doc dao, dién ra vao dip 1& hoi Sen Dolta (1€ cung dng ba), khoang thang 8-9 4m
lich hang nam. Ngudi dan dia phuong cho biét, theo truyén thdng, 18 dua bo duoc t6 chirc trén méanh rudng
ctia chiia, do chuia dimg ra chu tri. Nghi thirc ndy mang y nghia biéu trung cho sy sung tiic, no dii ctia mot
vu mua. Tuy nhién, bén dudi 16p y nghia nay, cac cdp bo tham gia dua dugc coi 1a ¢6 su lién h¢ véi bo than
Nandin trong An bo gido, do do, viéc lua chon bo phai tudn thu nhitng quy dinh hét strc chat ché.

3.3. Tin ngwéng tho ciing/hiéu kinh t6 tién

Tho cing to tién (6ng ba, tién nhan trong dong toc) 1a tin ngudng pho bién va trang trong trong doi
song tin ngudng clia ngudi Kho-me. L& hoi chinh lién quan dén tin ngudng nay 1a Sen Délta, duge t6
chire vao thang 10-11 am lich, bao gdm nhiéu nghi 1& khic nhau. Cac nghi thiic dién ra trong 3 ngiy, bén
canh mot s6 nghi 1& dugc thuc hanh tai gia, thi nhitng nghi 1& quan trong nhat déu dién ra tai chuia. Nguoi
Kho-me quan niém t6 tién 13 ngudi bao hd cho dong ho; cac nghi 1& doi thudng nhu gid chap trong gia
dinh, 18 truong thanh, cudi hoi... cling ludn ciu to tién chimg giam va phu tri. Mot phan trong 1& Sen
Dolta, cong dong cing ciu mua thuan gié hoa, mia mang t6t tuoi, boi to tién ciing duoc xem nhu linh
hon gin lién vé6i su truong ton ciia dong ho. Ngoai Sen Dolta 13 18 hoi danh riéng dé cdu phudc va tri an
ong ba, to tién, nguoi Kho-me ciing thé hién 1ong hiéu kinh, thd cing 6ng ba, to tién, tién nhan bang
nhiéu hinh thtrc khac nhau vao cac dip dién ra 18 hoi 16n, trong cic phong tuc, tp quan cua cong dong.
Trong d6, tin ngudng Arak 1a mot hinh thirc doc déo, trong d6 vai tro cua t6 tién da duge chuyén héa tro
thanh vi than bao tro cho gia dinh, dong ho.

Két luin

Nghién ctru tin ngudng truyén théng ctia nguoi Kho-me & Nam Bo thong qua nhimg dic diém co
ban va phén loai da cho thiy hé thong tin ngudng nay 1a mot trong nhitng minh chtng tiéu biéu cho kha
nang thich nghi, sng tao va duy tri ban sic van hoa - ton gido cua cong dong dan tdc trong bdi canh bién
ddi lich sir, xa hoi va tén gido. Sy dan xen gilra Phat gido Nam tong, anh hudng cua An Do gido cd dai,
tin ngudng truyén théng gian véi ban sic dia phuong di tao nén dién mao van hoa tin ngudng, ton gido
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doc dao cua ngudi Kho-me & Nam B, gop phan vao su da dang tin ngudng, t6n gido cua Viét Nam va
Pong Nam A.

Théng qua lang kinh cta Geertz, tin ngudng truyén théng ciia ngudi Kho-me duoc hiéu 1a mot hé
théng van hoa, khong chi don thuan 1a quan niém vé dirc tin, ma 13 mot tap hop cac biéu twong va hanh vi
nghi 18 duoc cong dong sir dung dé dién giai va kién tao y nghia vé cudc séng xa hoi va quan hé véi thé
gioi tu nhién cia ho. Vi¢c hé théng hoa nhitng dac diém co ban va mét s6 loai hinh tin ngudng truyén
théng gdp phan mang lai mot goc nhin rd nét hon vé thé gidi quan va triét Iy nhéan sinh sau sic ctia ngudi
Kho-me, vé sy hoa hop giira con ngudi voi thé gidi siéu nhién va moi truong séng, giita truyén thong va
hién dai, giita ban sic riéng véi mdi quan hé két ndi giita cac cong dong./.
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TRADITIONAL BELIEFS OF THE KHMER IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM:
CHARACTERISTICS AND CLASSIFICATION
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The Khmer community in Southern Vietnam possesses a rich and distinctive system of religious and
beliefs. While Theravada Buddhism is regarded as the dominant religion with profound influence on social
life, in practice, traditional beliefs occupy an essential position and are frequently interwoven with Buddhist
practices. Drawing on Clifford Geertz’s interpretive approach to culture, along with documentary analysis
and field research, this article examines the characteristic forms of traditional beliefs among the Khmer in
Southern Vietnam. It then proposes a classification and interpretation of their salient features, providing a
more systematic and in-depth understanding of the community’s religious and beliefs culture.
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