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Trr khoa: cac nhan to, sinh f Y p P f

vien chuyén nganh tiéng anh, year students and 100 senior students majoring in English language

vidt bai Tudn for comparison. In addition, five sophomores and five seniors
participated in interviews to learn more about the research problem.
The results show that there are many difficulties for second-year
English Language students at Nam Can Tho University in writing
essays in English. Factors include being influenced by the style of
writing essays in Vietnamese, students not being proficient in
grammar and not having enough vocabulary with spelling mistakes,
lack of additional writing practice at home, limited learning ability
and not having critical thinking in writing essays. Some external
factors include lack of reference materials, personal factors and too
many other course assignments affecting writing essays in English.
For 4th year students, factors that hinder the ability to write essays
in English include not having many ideas for the essay they are about
to write, grammar mistakes, spelling mistakes, lack of vocabulary,
being influenced by their mother tongue. Some external factors are
due to students’ personal problems such as part-time jobs, health
problems, psychological problems such as stress, lack of reference

materials.
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TOM TAT

Viét dwoc xem la mot ky ndng quan trong. Poi véi sinh vién nam
hai chuyén nganh ngén ngiv Anh tai triong Pai hoc Nam Can Tho,
viéc viét ludn ba°ng tiéng Anh la mot mén hoc bat buée. T uy nhién,
trong qud trinh viét ludn sinh vién gap rdt nhiéu khé khan. Dé tim ra
nhiing khé khan nham tim ra gidi phdp khdc phuc thi 28 cdu hoi dge
thiét ké theo thang dé Likert dirgc sit dung dé phan tich véi sw tham
gia cua 100 sinh vién nam hai va 100 sinh vién nam cuoi nganh ngon
ngit Anh dwoc sit dung dé doi chiéu. Thém vdo d6, ndm sinh vién ndm
hai va nam sinh vién nam cudi tham gia vao viéc phong vin nham
tim hiéu sdu hon vé vin dé nghién ciru. Két qua cho thay rang c6 rt
nhiéu khé khan cho sinh vién nam hai nganh Ngén Ngit Anh tai
trieong dai hoc Nam Gin Tho trong vi éc viét bai ludn bang tiéng
Anh. Céc yéu té bao gom bi danh huéng boi phong cdch viét bai ludn
bang tiéng Viét, cdc sinh vién, chira thanh thao ngit phap va khéng
dhi 6 von tir cung véi 16i chinh td, thiéu thurc hanh viét thém tai nha,
ndang liee hoc tdp con han ché va chuwa cé tw duy phan bién trong viét
bai ludn. Mét s6 yéu t6 xudt phdt tir bén ngodi gom viéc thiéu tdi liéu
tham khao, cdc yéu té cd nhdan va cdc bai tdp mon khdc trong khéa
hoc qud nhiéu anh hieong dén viéc viét bai lugn bang tiéng Anh. Poi
voi sinh vién nam 4 thi cdc yéu té can tro khd ndng viét ludn bang
tiéng Anh bao gom khéng c6 nhiéu y tuong cho bai lugn minh sdp
viét, 16i ngit phdp, 16i chinh td, thiéu tir vieng, bi anh hieéng béi tiéng
me dé. Mt s6 yéu t6 xudt phat tir bén ngodi la do cdc van dé ca nhdn
cia sinh vién nhw cong viéc ban thoi gian, van dé sirc khoe, van dé

tam Iy nhu stress, thiéu tai liéu tham khao.

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Statement of the problems

Writing is considered a mandatory skill to
master for successful language development.
Writing in English is of great importance in
international communication and acquiring
necessary knowledge. English writing has a great
impact on the entire education system, because it

is the main source of world knowledge.

According to Deane (2018) [1], writing is the
most important development in human history. It
is a way of exchanging knowledge, information,
thoughts and opinions with other countries in the
world from generation to generation. However,
most of the students cannot understand this
writing skill properly. They are still facing many
challenges in English subjects especially writing

skills. Despite the importance of writing courses
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for college students, it still becomes a difficult
skill for them. This phenomenon has occurred in
various contexts around the world with a number
of aspects that make students' writing difficult in
the following areas: (1) structure, (2) grammar,
(3) punctuation, and (4) vocabulary (Ariyaanti &
Fitriana, 2017) [2]. In other studies, writing
difficulties are also influenced by the learning
process, strategies while writing (Bakry &
Alsamadani, 2015) [3]. Therefore, they cannot
have their ideas in well-written paragraphs or
essays. Okpe & Onjewu (2017) [4] pointed out
that acquiring essay writing skills can be one of
the great things to do as it can improve daily
communication, get good grades, and become a
more professional person. Therefore, essay
writing become a remarkable subject for students.
Essay writing is a demanding task as students
need to generate new ideas, put them into
grammatically correct sentences, and recognize
essay structures and types (Jimenez et al., 2013)
[5]. Even if students learn the basics of essay
writing, they may still have difficulty applying
them to the task and may lack coherence and
cohesion. Furthermore, essay writing requires
adequate foreign language proficiency (Annab,
2016] [6].

In the context of Vietnam, the undergraduate
education program at Nam Can Tho University
for second-year students of English Language has
Writing 3, Writing 4 subjects in which students
are required to write essays in English. However,
information from lecturers stated that most of the
students have encountered serious problems in
writing a good English essay.

There are many current studies on the

difficulties in writing essays in English.

However, a study investigating the difficulties in
writing essays in English of second-year students
of English Language at Nam Can Tho University
is still very limited. Therefore, the topic "Factors
affecting the ability to write essays in English of
second-year students of English Language at Can
Tho University" was conducted to find out the
factors that cause difficulties for second-year
students of English Language at Nam Can Tho
University. From there, solutions are proposed to
improve the ability to write essays in English of
students.
1.2 Literature review
1.2.1 Definition of writing skill

Writing is a skill that involves cognitive
processes (Jebreil et al., 2015) [7] such as
expressing intentions, generating ideas, problem
solving, and critical thinking. Writing is also a
process of collecting and working with ideas that
are presented in a polished and understandable
product for readers (Linse, 2005) [8]. In addition,
Cumming (1998) [9] has argued that writing is
defined not only as text in writing but also as the
acts of thinking, drafting, and encoding language
into that text. Therefore, in writing creation, a
completely different set of competencies is
needed (Brown, 2000) [10] because it involves
additional efforts in understanding, thinking,
planning, and revising. Similarly, learners’
emotions, such as writing excitement, anxiety,
lack of confidence, and confusion, play an
important role in the development of individual
learning (Driscoll & Powell, 2016) [11].
Furthermore, teacher guidance can also shape
students’ emotions and attitudes while writing.

1.2.2 Purpose of writing
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Hasani (2016) [12] state that writing is not
just the act of putting the symbols of language
into written form, but it also serves to convey
ideas. When people start writing, they do not
simply write down all their thoughts. They need
to convey and organize their thoughts into a
readable text with some meaning. They have to
consider how to make their theories
understandable. Meanwhile, Alfaki (2015) [13]
defines that the general purpose of writing is for
people to openly express their thoughts, feelings,
and know how to persuade others.

1.2.3 Writing an essay

As one of the academic writings (Bailey,
2015) [14], the essay remains a popular type of
assignment. More specifically, an essay is a piece
of writing that covers a specific topic divided into
several paragraphs (one paragraph for each main
point) beginning with an introduction and ending
with a conclusion (Oshima & Hogue, 2006) [15].
The main elements of an essay are (1) an
introduction that presents statements that grab the
reader's attention, (2) body paragraphs that
provide development of the subtopics of the topic
in each, and (3) a conclusion that restates the
main ideas and includes supporting quotes.

1.2.4 Structure of an essay

According to Eunson (2014) [16] , your essay
needs to be structured in a specific way to
maximize its effectiveness. An essay has three
basic structures. They are as follows;
introduction, body or argument, and conclusion.
This is also supported by Zemach and Rumisek
(2003) [17]

Part 1 Introduction: The introduction provides
an overview of the topic. A thesis statement is

also included. It is a sentence that expresses the

core idea. It is usually seen at the end of a
paragraph.

Part 2 Body: These are the paragraphs
between the introduction and the conclusion and
clarify and support the thesis argument. In the
main body of an essay, one or more paragraphs
are required.

Part 3 Conclusion: It is the last paragraph of
the essay. It restates or summarizes the argument
of the essay.

1.2.5 Factors affecting students' ability to write
essays in English

According to Hasani (2016) [12], some factors
hinder the development of English language
students with writing skills, such as lack of
motivation of learners, insufficient time for
writing, lack of reading and writing practice, lack
of proper feedback and comments on students’
writing, lack of teaching resources and facilities,
overcrowded classrooms, ineffective teaching
methods and social background of students. All
these factors are the main causes of students’
problems in writing English. Lack of free writing
opportunities affects creativity in learners’
writing, but unfortunately, most of the instructors
do not practice this habit in their classrooms and
thus the results are not favorable for different
learners to improve their academic writing skills
(Alfaki, 2015) [13]. Proper writing activities
require sufficient time to complete writing tasks
because the nature of writing tasks is different at
different stages. Students need a lot of time to
reread, rewrite, collect scattered thoughts,
organize different ideas logically, and compose
specific drafts of texts. They cannot master their
English writing if they do not spend adequate

time on their academic writing. Due to
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insufficient time, students are unable to convey
their ideas in their writing, which reduces their
creative writing skills properly (Carson, 2001)
[18]. Assessing and grading students correctly is
not a difficult task for any teacher, but most
English teachers ignore this strategy when
teaching English writing and reading skills at the
school level. They do not properly instruct
students on how to write well (Graham, 2008)
[19]. According to Byrne (1988) [20], writing is
a difficult activity for most people because it
requires them to use their mother tongue as well
as a foreign language. Writing related problems
are divided into three categories; psychological,
linguistic and cognitive.

Psychological problems: Writing is a complex
task because it does not come naturally and must
be learned through constant work and practice. A
student also has to write a lot to become a good
writer. Students will be more motivated to do it if
someone is present when they use the language
and they receive some form of feedback.

Linguistic problems: In oral communication,
it involves an interactive process and, except in
special circumstances, such as a lecturer or other
participants, it keeps it going. In speech, which is
often spontaneous, we have little time to notice
the structure sentences. We repeat, rephrase, etc.,
depending on how people respond to what we
say. In writing, we have to compensate for the
lack of specificity; we have to keep the channel
of communication open through our own efforts
and ensure that the text we produce can be
interpreted on its own terms, both through our
choice of sentence structure and the way our
sentences are linked together and sequenced. So

learners need time to gather information,

organize their thoughts, write drafts, reread, and
rewrite to make their work understandable to the
reader.

Cognitive issues: Writing, on the other hand,
is learned through instruction; we have to master
the written form of the language as well as some
of the less common structures used in speech. We
also have to learn to organize our thoughts so that
they can be understood by a reader who is not
present, and perhaps by a reader who is not
familiar with us.

Adas and Bakir (2013) [21] classify some
factors of problems in writing, they are; the
students describe the main factors of their English
shortcomings as teaching methods and
environments. Their poor English proficiency is
due to the lack of motivation of students towards
teachers. English learners have a small
vocabulary. As a result, students tend to repeat
the same sentences. English learners do not use
spelling invention, and their written texts are
limited to familiar words. Because of the
unreasonable structure of sentences in the text,
students' writing is difficult to understand.
Students are unable to share their work with peers
and do not receive enough feedback. When
students read their work aloud, they cannot tell
whether what they read or write is correct or
incorrect. According to Maysuroh (2017) [22], it
is important to explain some of the aspects that
contribute to students’ problems in their writing
classes.

Lack of practice: Writing is considered to be
the most difficult skill. As a result, both teachers
and students will require a lot of practice and
constant effort. The findings show that students

only practice writing on a very limited basis.
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They also do not have much time at home to
practice writing. As a result, students find it
difficult to write down their thoughts.

Lack of motivation: Most students seem to
write to complete their assignments rather than to
write. They do not want to write because they
think it is too difficult. One of the reasons for the
difficulty in writing may be a lack of enthusiasm
and willingness.

Time allocation: Another factor that
contributes to the problem of students is the
writing process, the time required to compose and
revise the text. As a result, students are unable to
complete it in class because of running out of
time.

2. RESEARCH METHODS
2.1 Research design

This study was designed as a descriptive
research. The research team collected and
analyzed primary data including quantitative and
qualitative data. By combining different research
methods, the research content will be approached
and analyzed more completely (Fraenkel et al.,
2012) [23]. In this study, quantitative data were
collected through questionnaires and qualitative
data were collected through semi-structured
interviews.

Question 1: What are the factors that hinder
the ability to write essays in English of second-
year English major students at Nam Can Tho
University?

Question 2: What are the causes of these
difficulties?

Question 3: Are there any differences in the
factors and causes that hinder the ability to write
essays in English of second-year and senior

students?

2.2 Objects of the study

200 English language students, including 100
second-year students and 100 fourth-year
students, were used for comparison. The students
were between 19 and 23 years old. Table 3.1
below summarizes the personal information of
the students participating in the study.
2.3 Research tools
2.3.1 Questionnaires

The questionnaire was reconstructed and
developed based on previously reviewed
documents and based on the survey in the study
Hasani (2016) [12]. The questionnaire includes
28 questions divided into three parts.
Specifically, part 1 is designed to collect personal
information of research participants such as
gender, age, qualifications, and seniority. Part 2
from question 1 to question 19 is mainly designed
in the form of information listing, assessing the
level according to the Likert scale. Specifically,
the survey content revolves around the views of
English lecturers on the level of agreement (1 =
strongly disagree, 2 = disagree, 3 = no opinion, 4
= agree, 5 = strongly agree) about the internal
factors that cause difficulties in writing essays in
English. In part 3 from question 20 to question
28, the content is also designed according to the
scale of agreement (l=strongly disagree,
2=disagree, 3=no opinion, 4=agree, S=strongly
agree) about external factors that cause
difficulties in writing essays in English. In
addition, this part has three more open-ended
questions to exploit more information from
lecturers related to their perceptions of factors
affecting the writing of essays in English of
second-year students majoring in English at Nam

Can Tho University.
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2.3.2 Interviews

Qualitative data were collected using direct
interviews with the students participating in the
study. After the quantitative data were analyzed,
five out of 100 second-year English language
students and five out of 100 final-year students
were randomly selected to participate in the
interviews. The interviews were designed in a
semi-structured format, including three main
questions to specifically explore and delve into
aspects of the research issues. The questions were
designed to collect information with the
following main contents: (1) Internal difficulties
in writing essays in English. (2) Reasons for those
difficulties. (3) External factors affecting writing
essays in English. In particular, the interview
questions were designed to collect secondary data
to supplement and further explain the key
information obtained from the questionnaire. The
results of the data analysis will provide a clear
picture of the factors affecting the English essay
writing ability of second-year English language
students at Nam Can Tho University. Each
individual interview lasted approximately 15
minutes and was recorded for research purposes
only.
2.4 Data analysis
2.4.1 Quantitative data analysis

The data collected from the questionnaire will
be processed through descriptive statistical
analysis using the Software Package of Statistics
for the Social Sciences (SPSS, version 20.0) to
find out the factors affecting the English essay
writing of second-year English language students
at Nam Can Tho University.

2.4.2 Qualitative data analysis

The research team listened to and typed all the
data collected from the interviews using
Microsoft Word software. Then, the data was
synthesized, processed and analyzed according to
the content related to the research issues. The
results of the analysis from the qualitative data
will be presented to provide more information
and explanation for the results obtained from the
statistical analysis.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1 Factors that make it difficult for students
to write essays in English of second-year
students majoring in English at Nam Can Tho
University

3.1.1 Internal factors

82% of second-year English language
students at Can Tho University said that the
biggest difficulty when writing an essay in
English is being influenced by the Vietnamese
writing style, so when writing an essay in
English, they encounter many difficulties and are
not as natural as native speakers. 82% of
candidates said that they are not yet proficient in
sentence structures when writing an essay in
English. One of the factors that hinder the ability
to write an essay fluently in English is not
reviewing what the lecturer taught in class (79%)
and lacking practice writing at home (60%). At
the same time, 81% of candidates said that they
often make grammar mistakes when writing an
essay in English. 78% of students in this survey
said that they do not have enough vocabulary
when writing an essay in English. 70% of
candidates said that due to limited learning
ability, they have difficulty writing an essay in
English. Furthermore, spelling mistakes are also

one of the problems when writing essays in
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English, accounting for 68%. 58% of the
difficulties when writing essays in English are
due to the lack of critical thinking when writing
essays in English.

Based on the interview results, 2 students said
that they often make grammar mistakes when
writing essays in English.

Student 1 "I often make grammar mistakes
when writing essays in English."

Student 4 "I often make grammar mistakes"

Another problem that second-year English
language students encounter is spelling mistakes.
2 students encountered this problem. Specifically
as follows:

Student 2: "I often make spelling mistakes"

Student 5: "I often make spelling mistakes."

2 students said that because they were
influenced by the style of writing essays in
Vietnamese, when writing essays in English they
were not as natural as native speakers.

Student 3: “I am influenced by the Vietnamese
writing style, so I have a lot of difficulties when
writing essays in English.”

Student 5: “I am influenced by the Vietnamese
writing style, so my essays in English are not
good.”

In addition, there is a student who thinks that
he does not have enough vocabulary when
writing essays in English.

Student 1: “Moreover, I do not have enough
vocabulary.”

In conclusion, we can see that some of the
main difficulties of second-year English language
students in writing essays in English are
grammatical errors, spelling errors, insufficient

vocabulary, and being influenced by the

Vietnamese writing style, so when writing in
English, it is not as natural as a native speaker.
3.1.2 Reasons of internal factors affecting the
English essay writing ability of second-year
students majoring in English at Nam Can Tho
University

From the interview results of second-year
English language students at Nam Can Tho
University, we can see that.

We can clearly see a reason why second-year
English language students have difficulty writing
an essay in English. Because students do not have
a good grasp of English grammar points. In
addition, students are not careful, leading to
spelling mistakes. In addition, students are
influenced by Vietnamese writing style because
they are used to writing essays in Vietnamese, so
when they switch to English, they are more or less
affected. Lack of practice learning vocabulary at
home is also the reason why students' vocabulary
is limited.

3.1.3 External factors

The factor that most affects the ability to write
an essay in English of second-year students
majoring in English at Nam Can Tho University
is personal problems accounting for 71% such as
family, health, and part-time jobs, which make it
impossible for survey participants to concentrate
on writing a good English essay. A small number
of students, 29%, said that they did not have
enough reference materials. Surprisingly, 81% of
students said that they received enough
instructions before writing.

According to the interview results for the
teacher, there were 3 students who said that
personal problems prevented them from writing a

good essay.
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Student 2: "Personal problems sometimes
prevent me from writing a good essay."

Student 3: "There are some days when I have
some personal problems that prevent me from
writing well."

Student 5: "I am affected by personal
problems, so sometimes I cannot write well."

One student said that too much homework
from other subjects affected my essay writing.

Student 1: “Sometimes there is too much
homework from other subjects, which makes me
feel pressured and unable to concentrate on
writing a good essay.”

Another student said that he did not have
enough reference materials. Specifically, as
follows:

Student 4: “I still do not have enough
reference materials.”

In summary, some external difficulties that
affect the ability to write essays in English of
second-year English language students at Nam
Can Tho University include lack of reference
materials, personal factors, and too much
homework from other subjects in the course
affecting the ability to write essays in English.
3.2 Factors that cause difficulties for students
in writing essays in English of final year
students majoring in English at Nam Can Tho
University
3.2.1 Internal factors

We can see that the two factors that most
affect the ability to write essays in English are
that students often make grammar mistakes when
writing an essay in English, accounting for 67%.
The second factor is also not much different,
accounting for 66%, which is that students are

influenced by the style of writing essays in

Vietnamese, so when writing essays in English,
they are not as natural as native speakers and
often make stylistic mistakes. The next problem
is that students do not have enough vocabulary to
write essays in English, accounting for 55%. 52%
of students said that they often make spelling
mistakes when writing essays in English. Not
practicing writing essays in English at home is
also a factor that leads to difficulties for students
when writing essays in English.

According to the results of the interviews, 2
students said that they sometimes make grammar
mistakes when writing essays in English.

Student 2: “When I write essays in English, I
sometimes make some grammar mistakes”

Student 4: “Sometimes I make grammar
mistakes.”

Two students said that they sometimes cannot
find suitable ideas when writing essays

Student 1: “I rarely have problems writing
essays in English. But if I do, I often cannot find
suitable ideas.”

Student 5: “I do not recognize many factors
that hinder my writing essays in English. If there
are, it is because I do not have many ideas for the
topic I am writing about.”

Vocabulary is also a factor that hinders the
ability to write essays in English.

Student 3: “I find it difficult to find suitable
vocabulary.”

A student said that spelling sometimes affects
the ability to write essays in English.

Student 4: “Sometimes I make spelling
mistakes.”

To conclude, we can see that some of the
difficulties that final year students majoring in

English have are not having many ideas for the
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essay they are about to write, grammatical errors,
spelling mistakes, lack of vocabulary, and being
influenced by their mother tongue.

3.2.2 Reasons of internal factors affecting the
English essay writing ability of final year
students majoring in English at Nam Can Tho
University

According to the interview results from final
year students majoring in English at Nam Can
Tho University, we can see that the reasons for
grammatical errors are due to lack of grammar
proficiency, or due to carelessness in using
grammar. Moreover, because students do not
have much social knowledge or sometimes the
topic is too difficult, it is the reason why students
cannot find ideas when writing. Not having
enough English vocabulary is a factor that makes
students unable to have the appropriate
vocabulary to express themselves.

3.2.3 External factors

Based on the answers from candidates about
external factors affecting students' ability to write
essays in English, the highest was that students
did not have enough reference materials,
accounting for 29%. The next reason was that
students had to study other subjects during the
semester, which affected their essay writing,
accounting for 17%. However, these rates were
still much lower than those of second-year
students, of whom 79% were affected by personal
problems.

Up to 83% of students disagreed that they did
not receive enough instructions before writing.
79% of candidates said that the materials met the
requirements of the course. More than 50%
disagreed with the following factors affecting

their ability to write essays in English, such as

overcrowded classes, feedback from lecturers on
essays, classroom facilities, and personal
problems.

The interview results showed that poor health
and psychological factors affected their ability to
write essays in English.

Student 1: “Sometimes I feel unwell so I can’t
write my essay well.”

Student 2: “I think it’s a psychological
problem like stress.”

In addition, one student said that because he
has to work part-time, he doesn’t have much time
to practice writing essays, which affects his
ability to write essays.

Student 4: “T have to work part-time so I don’t
have much time to practice writing essays in
English.”

One factor that hinders his ability to write
essays in English is the lack of reference
materials.

Student 5: “I don’t think I have much
reference materials.”

Surprisingly, one student said that he doesn’t
encounter any obstacles from external factors in
his ability to write essays in English.

Student 3: “T don’t see any external problems
affecting my ability to write essays in English.”

In summary, some external difficulties
affecting the ability to write essays in English of
4th year students majoring in English at Nam Can
Tho University are due to students' personal
problems such as part-time jobs, health problems,
psychological problems such as stress, and lack
of reference materials.

4. CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

There are many difficulties for second-year

students of English Language at Can Tho
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University in writing essays in English.
According to the survey results, we can see some
typical difficulties such as being influenced by
the style of writing essays in Vietnamese, so
when writing essays in English, they are not
natural. Another difficulty that accounts for a
large proportion is that students are not yet
proficient in the sentence structures used when
writing an essay in English. In addition, not
reviewing what the lecturer has taught in class is
also a factor that makes students not proficient in
writing essays in English. Grammatical errors
and insufficient vocabulary along with spelling
errors, lack of additional writing practice at
home, limited learning ability and lack of critical
thinking in writing essays are notable difficulties
when writing essays in English of second-year
students of English Language at Can Tho
University. Some external difficulties affecting
the English essay writing ability of second-year
English language students at Nam Can Tho
University include lack of reference materials,
personal factors and too many other course
assignments affecting English essay writing. We
can clearly see a reason why second-year English
language students have difficulty writing an essay
in English. Because students do not have a good
grasp of English grammar points. In addition,
students are not careful, leading to spelling
mistakes. In addition, students are influenced by
Vietnamese writing style because they are used to
writing essays in Vietnamese, so when they
switch to English, they are more or less affected.
Lack of practice learning vocabulary at home is
also the reason why students' vocabulary is
limited. Some difficulties that final-year English

language students encounter are not having many

ideas for the essay they are about to write,
grammar mistakes, spelling mistakes, lack of
vocabulary, being influenced by their mother
tongue. Some difficulties that come from outside
that affect the ability to write essays in English of
4th year English language students at Nam Can
Tho University are due to students' personal
problems such as part-time jobs, health problems,
psychological problems such as stress, lack of
reference materials. The reasons for grammatical
errors are due to lack of grammar proficiency or
carelessness in using grammar. Furthermore,
students do not have much social knowledge or
sometimes the topic is too difficult, which is the
reason why students cannot find ideas when
writing. Not having enough English vocabulary
is a factor that makes students unable to have the
appropriate vocabulary to express themselves.
Second-year  English  language  students
encounter some typical difficulties such as being
influenced by the style of writing essays in
Vietnamese. Students are not yet proficient in the
sentence structures used when writing an essay in
English. Not reviewing what the lecturer has
taught in class is also a factor that makes students
not proficient in writing essays in English.
Grammatical errors and insufficient vocabulary
along with spelling errors, lack of additional
writing practice at home, limited learning ability
and lack of critical thinking in writing essays are
notable difficulties when writing essays in
English of second-year English language students
at Nam Can Tho University. In addition, there are
some difficulties originating from the outside that
affect the ability to write essays in English of
second-year English language students at Nam

Can Tho University, including lack of reference
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materials, personal factors and too many other
course assignments affecting writing essays in
English. Second-year English language students
encounter some typical difficulties such as not
having many ideas for the essay they are about to
write, grammar mistakes, spelling mistakes, lack
of vocabulary, being influenced by their mother
tongue. In addition, some external difficulties that
affect the ability to write essays in English of
fourth-year English language students at Nam
Can Tho University are due to students' personal
problems such as part-time jobs, health problems,
psychological problems such as stress, lack of
reference materials. For students majoring in
English: should practice writing essays in the
style of native speakers, in addition, need to
increase vocabulary, practice grammar regularly,
practice writing at home, practice critical
thinking skills and practice writing more
carefully to avoid spelling mistakes. For
lecturers: increase writing time for students as
well as give appropriate comments and feedback.
Have appropriate pedagogical methods to
increase the effectiveness of learning Writing.
For schools: create many favorable conditions for
students in learning Writing such as arranging a
reasonable timetable so that students have more
time to study Writing, avoiding the situation of
cramming too many subjects in a short time,
which will create pressure for students when
studying, leading to learning not being as
effective as expected.
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