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TOM TAT

Xu hudng exotic (exoticism) thuong quy
chiéu dén van hoc hay tu liéu ciia phuong Tay
vé nhiing viing dat hay vin hoa la -- thu'(‘mg la
phuong Dong. Khoa hoc nhan van méi (new
humanities) bao gom cac bo mon tap trung
nghién ctru quyén dén sy, chéng dbi chién
tranh, nix quyén, ngudi ban dia, dan toc thiéu
s6. Cac b mén nay c6 chung hudng tiép can
hau thuoc dia. Bai viét nay gioi thi¢u khai
ni¢m “exotic” tr goc tiép can hau thudc dia
cua khoa hoc nhan van méi ¢ phuong Tay.

Tir khoa: Cdi “exotic”, “Khoa hoc nhdn van
moi”, Hudng tiép can hdu thudc dia, Graham
Huggan, Leela Gandhi

1. Theo nghia tir dién, “exotic” nghia la
“foreignness” (cai thudc vé nude khac); né luén goi
1én mot cai luc dic biét, d6 1a mot cai dep la day
quyén rii. Xu hudng exotic (exoticism) trong van hoc
thuong quy chiéu dén véan hoc hay tu li¢u ciia phuong
T4y vé nhirng ving dit hay van hoa la -- thuong la
phuong Dong. Graham Huggan, trong cuon The
Postcolonial Exotic: Marketing the Margins (tam
dich: Cai Exotic hau thudc dia: Tiép thi cai bén 18)
cua NXB Routledge (London, 2001), dinh nghia mot
cach cd dong va dich dang vé exoticism, do 1a “dién
ngdn veé thé gidi bén 187 (27, ngudi viét nhan manh)
ctia Trung tdm; céi bén 18 & day quy chiéu dén nhiéu
ddi twong mang tinh khai niém, cac khai niém co khi
dugc phan biét rd rang va c6 khi lai chdng chéo va
chung dugc dung véi y nghia khac nhau gitta cac nha
nghién ctru. Vi dy, do 1a cdc khai niém: thé gidi phi
phuong Tay, thé giGi Thtr ba, thé g101 phi Chinh
thong, cai Khac bi bén 1& hoa, vin hoc va the gidi phi
tiéng Anh, hay van hoc va thé glorl dung t1eng Anh &
ngoai Anh qudc. Huggan cho rang, cai bén 18 thuong
bao ham tinh trang yéu kém va bi thai loai, nhu’ng dan
dan, n6 thuong duge hiéu 1a phan khang lai moi tiéu
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chudn bi 4p dic ra toan xa hoi va cac quy tic mang
tinh ép budc (20).

2. “Khoa hoc nhén van méi” (new humanities) bao
gom cac bd mon tap trung nghién ctru quyen dén sy,
chéng dbi chlen tranh, nir quyén, nguoi ban dia, dan
toc thiéu so; chinh xac hon, khoa hoc nhén van méi
nghién ctru mbi lién can cta cac hinh thac “biéu
hién” (representatlon) van hoc va véan hoa (hay con
goi la cac cac bo mon vé tu tir mi hoc) v6i chii nghia
dé qudc, chu nghia thuc dan, chi nghia phan bict
chiing toc, sy phan biét gidi va sy diét ching'. No6i
nhu Leela Gandhi trong cudn Postcolonial Theory: A
Critical Introduction (Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press, 1998), khoa hoc nhén van méi phat
trién trong khu6n kho cua “khi hau hiu cAu tric” von
dang chi phdi hoc thuit Au-My véi cac dai dién la
Foucault va Derrida, duge ddc trung boi “su phé binh
dbi 1ap va chdng lai chu nghia nhan vin (c6 dién)”

(oppositional and anti-humanist crltlclsnl) ). bay 1a
nén phé binh * ‘chéng dbi lai moi hinh thirc chuyen
ché, thong tri va lam dung; cac muc ti€u xa hoi cua no
la tri thitc ty nguyén duoc san sinh ra vi loi ich cta
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tu do nhan loai” (29), nhu Edward Said dinh nghia
trong The World, the Text, and the Critic (dich: Thé
gidi, van ban va nha phé binh. Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1983) Lentricchia Frank, nguoi dé
cap den thudt ngir “nén phe binh dbi lap” cung thoi
di€ém voi Said, xac dinh, “nén van hoa thong tri
khong x4c dinh toan bo nén van hoa va nhiém vu cia
phe binh dbi 1ap 1a doc lai van hoa dé khuéch truong
vakhéo 1éo trao vi tri cho nhitng giong n6i bi cho cho
ra bén 1& ctia nhimg ngudi bi tri, nhitng ngudi bi béc
16t, nhitng nguoi bi 4p birc,va nhitng ngudi bi thai
loai””. Nén phé binh chng dbi nay, nhu da noéi, tap
trung vao viéc “doc lai” van ban van hda va van hoc,
lién h¢ cac van ban nay vai cac lye xa hdi cua viée san
xuét va tiéu thu chung, tir do de “d4u tranh Chong lai
nha nudc tu san”; khai quat hon, khoa hoc xa hoi
nhan van méi kham phéa cong tac chinh tri vo hinh
trong dia hat van héa (nguoi viét nhin manh), nhu
dinh nghia ctia Terry Eagleton’.

Nhitng dinh nghia vé nén khoa hoc nhén van méi nhu
miéu ta & trén c6 chung gia thiét vé sy can hé cua
khoa hoc nhén van c¢d dién voi chu nghia thuc dén,
chtnghia dé quoc chui nghia phan biét ching tc, su
diét chung va tat ca cac hinh thue thong tri khac; cac
dinh nghia trén da dong nhit nén khoa hoc nhan ¢
dién véi su “chuyén ché ,théng trj va lam dung,” “nha
nudce tu san,” “nén van hoa thong tri,” hay “vi tri
trung tim” — tit ca déu dugc miéu ta nhu la nhfmg
déc trung cua phuong Tay. Vay khoa hoc nhén vén c6
dién 14 gi va boi canh lich sir nao da khién n6 bi “bude
t01” nhu vay? Cac b mon khoa hoc nhén van c'o dién
(humanities) bao gom van hoc, ngon ngit, triét hoc,
ngh¢ thudt, lich s, than hoc va 4m nhac; cac bo mén
nay duy tri quan niém vé vi tri kinh dién duy nhit cua
van hoc, ngon ngit, triét hoc, nghé thuat, lich su, than
hoc va am nhac phuong Tay (vi du nhu van hoc Anh
ngit & vuong qudc Anh)’. Gandhi Leela khi néi vé
nén khoa hoc nhan van - ddi tuong bi budc ti nhu 1a
can h¢ véi nhitng cac hinh thirc théng tri, dac biét 1a
su théng tri ciia phuong Tay v6i thé gii con lai —chu
yéu dung tr “humanism” (chu nghia nhan van)'.
Thuat nglt “humanism” trong Dictionary of Literary
Terms and Literary Theory (dich: T dién Thudt ngir
van hoc va Li thuyét van hoc, Penguin Group, 1999)
ctia J.A Cuddon dugc dinh nghia 1a mot triét 1i mang
tinh trdn tuc - 1y con ngudi lam trung tam - ra doi &
chau Au thoi Phyc hung. Trong khi Cuddon tap trung
miéu ta humanism (chu yéu la trong van hoc) thoi
Phuc hung, Leela Gandhi mi€u ta thém “humanism”

khoa hoc cua ki Anh sang. Gandhi cho rang,
humanism vén hoc thoi phuc hung coi con ngudi la
con nguoi boi nhung dleu ho biét va khoa hoc nhan
van thoi Anh sang coi “cai nhan van” (humanity) la
chtrc nang cua céach thuc thong qua do6 con nguoi
nhén biét. Mac du vay, hai xu huéng cua khoa hoc
nhén van c6 dién gibng nhau & viéc 1y con ngudi lam
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trung tdm; ching coi con nguoi la thudce do cua moi
thir (29).

Piéu khién cho ca khoa hoc nhan van co dién tro
thanh ddi twgng ctia “nén phé binh ddi lap” ctia khoa
hoc nhan vin méi 1a, nhu Gandhi xéc d;nh, ching
dong thoi phat trién mot thé gidi quan dugc sung
tung: c6 nhimg nhom nguoi ngucn hon nhom nguoi
khac — didu nay phu thudc vao viéc tiép can voi
nhu'ng tri thirc cao hon hay viéc s¢ hiru mot trinh do
cao ve tri thire; tri thae nay dugce xac dinh bao gbém
kha nang tu duy logic, hiéu, tu y thirc, hoc, tri tu¢ cam
xuc, hoach dinh, sang tao va kha nang g1a1 quyet Van
d8&). Khoa hoc nhén vin méi, nhu da néi, bt ddu ndi
[én vao nhitng ndm 1950 va 1960, thoi diém ma, “kha
nang vé cudc cach mang xa hoi chu nghia trén toan
Thé gi6i thir Ba 1a mot hién thuc c6 thé dong cham
dugc” nhu Sankaran Krishna nhan dinh’. C4c phon
trao cach mang nay da hinh thanh, trong khu6n kho
gidi hoc thuat Au-My, cac khoa hoc nhén van méi
(VO’I nhirng bo mon nhu da ke 0 trén) dat nghi van vé
vi tri kinh dién, doc ton va thong tri cua quyeén luc va
tri thire phuorng Tay von dwoc nén tri thirc nhén van
cd dién dit nén tang va dan 16i’; hoc gia ciia nén khoa
hoc nhan van méi dugc miéu ta la “khéng kién nhan
d01 v6i su “thil dich” cta khoa hoc nhan van c6 dién
d6i voi y nghia ctia “nhiing phé binh dbi lap” va sy
luong ly cua no trong viéc thura nhén su tdn tai cua
van hoc va cac bd mon khoa hoc nhan van khéc & thé
gi6i phi phuong Tay.

Gandhi phén tich, v&i nhitng hoc gia thudce nén khoa
hoc nhén van méi, humanism ki Anh sang tr¢ thanh
€0 s¢ cua qua trinh phat trién cai quan niém coi (con
nguoi) phuong Tay nhu la tlen bd, van minh hon so
v6i thé gidi con lai. Va truyén thong triét hoc va tri
thirc phuong T4y, von dua trén cai ranh gi¢i phan
chia gifta “con nguoi” va “khong phai con nguoi”
nhu vay, da san sinh va duy tri, ngay tr trong lIong no,
cai logic cta sit ménh van minh héa mang tinh thuc
dan’. Immanuel Kant, ngudi duoc coi 1a dai dién cho
dinh cao cua li tinh ki Anh sang, cho ring, ki Anh
sang da dem dén cho loai ngudi mot con dudng di tir
v “chua truong thanh” (immaturity: tré con, chua
16n) tién dén su trudng thanh; khoa hoc nhan van Ki
anh sang la noi con nguoi, vé mat triét hoc, dat duoc
vi tri va kha néng cua mét “con nguoi trudng thanh
va li tinh” (a rational and adult be:lng)g “Vén d&”
trong nhén dinh thudc truong phai Kant vé cai li tinh
ki Anh sang 1a gia thuyét vé kha nang “truong thanh”
(mutarity) cia tat ca “loai nguoi” (mankind).
Foucault, trong bai viét “What is Englightenment”
(dich: Ki Anh sang 1a gi?), nhu Gandhi trich dan, cho
rang, khai niém “loai nguoi” cua Kant khong phan
anh tinh “khong dong nhat” (heterogenelty) cua ban
chat con nguoi, né “han ché cc ciu tric mang tinh
phd quat mot cach gia mao ciia nhan sinh vao tinh
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trang binh thuong cia céi i tinh truong thanh — mat
khai niém ma ban than né dugc hinh thanh trong diéu
kién lich sir cu thé ciia cac xa hoi chau Au” (31, ngudi
viét nhdn manh). Quan niém nay da “loai bo kha ning
dbi thoai voi nhimg cach thirc khac ctia con ngudi, va
trong thyc té, dd hinh thanh va duy tri quan ni¢m
“khong truong thanh” 1a “phi con ngudi” (32). Két
qua la no6 da thuc day va van hanh “mét quan hé thi
béc mang tinh dé quoc va chi day dac trung gitta nguoi
16n chau Au va cai Khéc tré con bi tri ciia né” (32).

3. Trong nghién curu cua nhiing nha Ii ludn hau thuc
dén, mot dai dién cua khoa hoc nhan van mdi, khoa
hoc nhan van ¢d dién 1a bé d& cho dién ngon thuc dan:
dién ngén thuc chu yéu lap luan théng qua nhimg cip
dbi 1ap nhu trudng thanh/phi truong thanh, vén
minh/dd man; phat trién/dang phat trién, tién
bd/nguyén thiy. Cac nha 1i thuyét thuc dan phat trién
quan niém van hoa thudc dia nhu 1a hoan toan tré tho
hay tré con va quan ni¢ém nay da nudi dudng cai logic
cua st ménh van minh thuc dan — mét st ménh duoc
quang ba mot cach y thirc nhu 1a mot “hinh thtic day
dd hay nhu mot dy an phi tu lgi quan tim dén viée
dua nudc/con nguoi thude dia dén véi sy trudng
thanh/phat tr1en” (32). Méi lién can cua khoa hoc
nhan vian ¢ dién va cac hinh thic thong tri c¢6 the
thiy rd trong lap luén cia cac quan chirc thuc dan thé
ki XIX. Gandhi d4 trich lai trich dn ctia Edward Said
vé 10i cua Thomas Babington Macaulay khi gioi
thiéu gido duc tiéng anh ¢ thudc dia Anh cho dé
chu’ng minh cho anh hudng cta chu nghia nhan van
cd dién vai sy phat trién ctia chu nghia thuc dan: “Su
cao si€u ndi tai cia van hoc phuong Tay thyuc su la
duoc chz”ip nhan hoan toan bdi thanh vién cua hdi
ddng nhitng ngudi tng ho ké hoach phuong Pong
ctia gido duyc... Khong qu4, toi tin, khi ndi rang tat ca
thong tin lich sir dugc thu lugm bang tiéng Sanskrit it
gi4 tri hon nhimng diéu c6 thé dugc tim thiy trong
nhiing trich yéu khong quan trong dugc dung ¢ céac
truong du bi tiéng Anh” (30) Co thé thdy trong nhan
dinh cua nha chinh tri n6i tleng ngudi Anh nay cai
nhin mgc dinh Ve su nhugc tiéu cta van minh An Do,

va su yéu kém vé van minh nay duoc coi nhu 13 lién
quan dén sy thiéu nang bénh 1i hay 1a sy dan don
cham chap trong tri nhan cua nguoi ban dia.

Trong cai tinh thn ctia khoa hoc nhdn vin méi —
huéng chéng dbi lai chu nghia nhan van ¢ dién
(anti-humanism) nay -- cai exotic, nhitng ang tho van
va cac cong trinh khao ctru mang tinh “khoa hoc” vé
nhitng khu vuc phi phuong Tay cua cac nha van, nha
tho va cac hoc gia da trang dugc phan tich nhu 1a da
tré thanh mot bo phan, da tham gia, da bao chira hodc
da che gidu ban chat ¢ ‘chuyén ché, théng tri va lam
dung,” “nha nudc tu san,” “nén van hoa thong tri,”
hay “vi tri trung tdim” cua phuong Tay. Va trong
nghién ciru vé chii nghia thuc dan theo tinh thin nhan

99 <.

van mdi, cai exotic “da trd thanh mot bd phan, da
tham gia, da bao chita hodc da che giéu” cac du an
x4m chiém cta chinh quyén thuc dan. Tinh thn dé

ubc thuc dan-dé quéc trong cac dién ngdn vé cai bén
1€ thudc dia dugc Huggan so sanh voi qua trinh
“chuyén dich van héa” (cultural translation). Thudt
ngilr “chuyen dich van héa” ma Huggan dung khong
han c6 nghia 13 qua trinh cong gdp, cong huong va
cOng sinh gitta cac van hdéa va ngdn ngit khac nhau
nhu Walter Benjamin coi la nhi€ém vu ciia ngudi dich.
Trai lai, Huggan coi d6 1a sy ap dat mot cach nhin,
cach noi va cach nghi (cua phuong Téy, cua Trung
tam) thong tri 1én nhimg nhém ngudi bi ngoai bién
hoavacac san Hhém van héa ma ho tao ra. Thong qua
qua trinh chuyén dich vén hda, nén vin minh duoc
hinh thanh trén cic gia tri phuong Tay cia mot dé
qudc duoc chuyén giao dén nhimg nhoém nguoi
“méng mudi,” nhfrng nhom nguoi khong noi cai
ngdn ngiltr cua d€ quoc; trong bbi canh nay, cai su
ménh théng tri da dwoc hinh thanh ngay khi bit dau
qua trinh dich: cai khac duoc dich theo cai ma thong
tri cia dé quoc qua chu thé ciamot nguorl ké chuyén
loi khau mot ngudi am hiéu cac cOng viéc cua mot
dé qupc chuyén ché. Huggan cho rang, di san ciia su
chuyén dich van héa nay tiép tuc hién dién ¢ thoi hién
tai, vi du nhu trong chinh sdch ngoai giao cia Hoa Ky
va trong vo s cach thire ma phuong Tay tiép tuc noi
cho Cai Khéc trong khi thue cht 1a chi néi v6i chinh
né. Cac nha dich thuat, do dé, can y thitc vé su dich
chuyén lién tuc va khong doan dich dugc - tinh tu tir
cua ngdn ngfr, néu khong ho s& chi dong gdp vao qua
trinh cau thanh thé gidi phi phuong Tay theo kiéu
thyc dan moi'”.

Khai quat hon, Dorothy Matilda Figueira trong cuén
The Exotic: A Decadent Quest (Cai Exotic: Su tim
kiém mang tinh suy ddi, State University of New
York Press, Albany, 1994) cho ring cai exotic ton tai
nhu la mét hinh thic xac dinh ban nga cia nguoi
phuong Tay. Thr nhat, exotic 1 mot hinh thire giai
thoat, do 1a sy hoai niém cua con ngudi song trong
thoi dai ich ki va thuc dung vé mot trat tw hay noi chon
Xua day yen binh, noi ho ¢é thé trAm tu mic tudng vé
thé gidi c6 so thong qua cac huyén thoai hay van hoc.
Cai exotic cling co thé cho phép mot ngudi thoat khoi
vi thé nhuoc tiéu cua minh: cdi exotic ¢6 thé hoat
dong nhu 1a mot tim khién bao vé tac gia khoi su
kiém duyét; su quyén rii trong cac tiéu thuyét thyuc ra
lai co thé trinh bay theo cach khon ngoan va siu cay
nhung chap nhén dugc nhung y tuong ma tac gia co
gang phat trién. Thir hai, 4i exotic thoa man “tinh
thich phiéu du” (wanderlust) trong tdm tuong va
trong hign thyc vat Ii ctia phuong Tay". O khia canh
nay, nhu Figueira chi ra, cai exotic mang chirc nang
cua mot “cai Khac” (the Other): su thay doi (alterity),
giéng cai (the female), “cai khac” (difference) va “cai
nhuoc tiéu” (subalterneity). Xin noi riéng vé “cai
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nhugc tiéu” nhu 1a mot y nghia lién d6i cia cai
exotic: cai Khac (nhu phuong Pong ching han) duoc
miéu ta tuyét d6i khac vai -- tham chi 1a sy d6i 1ap voi
hay 1a su xuyén tac cua cdi Ta (phuong Tay); va
Ronald B. Inden nhan dinh, cach thirc thé hién cai
Khac nay ban than né da day su phlén nhléu Trong
diénngon phuorng Pong hoc vé su thdng nhét cia ban
chét loai ngum con nguoi phuong Bong ludn duge
minh hoa va thé hién trong ‘nguoi (dan 6ng) . Au-My”
(Euro-American Man)"”. Piang sau dlen ngdn
Phu()’ng bonghoc lamot chuorng trinh glau kin nham
cling c6 su ba quyén ciia nguoi (dan 6ng) Au My: con
ngudi phuong Pong duge 1am cho 1a dan dan cam
thdy binh thudng cai vi tri nhuge tiéu duge tu nhién
héa cua minh trong néc thang tién héa ctia nhan loai;
li do 1a trong qua trinh ngudi phuong Dong nd luc hdi
phuc cai duoc goi 1a “su thong nhat cua nhan loai,”
ho lai coi “nguoi (dan 6ng) phuong Tay” nhu la hién
than hoan hao nhat cua nhan loai.
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