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N&i budn chién tranh ciia Bao Ninh 1a mot thanh
tuu noi bat cua viéc cch tan tu duy tiéu thuyét
nhu'ng nam cudi thé ki 20 tai Viét Nam. Vugtra
ngoai “tdm don doi” cua cac doc gia von quen
thudc voi nhiing tu sy chién tranh mang dam
khuynh hudng sir thi va cam hing lang man trude
Doi méi (1986) Noi budn chién tranh trinh hién
mdt “vi lich sir” (microhistory), mét cudc chién bén
trong cudc chién, mot nhén quan va trai nghlem ca
nhan ¢ nhiing vung mlen sau tham ctia tiém thirc,
v thuc. Trong bai viét nay, thong qua viéc phan
tich nhirng no luc tai hién cai khong thé nam bit,
nd lyc ké cai khong thé ké ciia Bao Ninh qua Nbi
budn chién tranh, ching t6i mu6n chimg minh nd
luc 1am méi va vuogt thoat chu nghia hién thuc cia
nha van, cling nhu sy h¢ m¢ nhirng kha thé vo tan
cta tiéu thuyét trong viéc chira dung bure chan dung
tinh than ctia nhan loai trong thoi dai moi.

Tir khéa: Céch tAn, tu duy ticu thuyét, ty sy chan
thuong, da am, dong y thirc, ti€u thuyéet phan than,
mac khai

N&ibudn chién tranh va tim anh hwéng qudc té
Trong bai viét ding trén The Guardian — vao nam
2006, nha bao Suzanne Goldenberg da viét “Khi
duoc xudt ban lan dau cach day 15 nam, tiéu thuyét
ctia Bao Ninh, N&i budn chién tranh, 1a mot sy mic
khai.” Tir “mic khai”' (revelation) cho thdy mét cach
dénh gia mang tinh khai quat tha vi cia phuong Téay
vé tac pham noi bat ctia van hoc D6i méi tai Viét Nam
—nhu dinh nghia cua tir dién - 1a sy mo ra nhimng sy
that chua dugc blet dén, nhimg bi mat, hay nhiing
diéu thiéng liéng mau nhiém trong sy tinh ling ma ly
tri con nguoi khong thé giai thich dugc’. Nhan xét
nay ciia nha bao phuong Tay, cho thdy su danh gia
cao tim voc tu tuong cling nhu nhiing tinh cach
tan/cach mang vé ngon ngir ngh¢ thuat va but phap tu
sy so vOi nhitng tiéu thuyet trudc do, khién no tror
thanh mot cudn sach “am anh” va “tuyét di€u” v
chién tranh (Michael Fathers’), mot cudn sach mz‘l
sau no, “moi nguoi khong con mo ta chién tranh nhu
trudc day nira” (Pham Xuan Nguyén); mot cudn sach

Bao Ninh's The Sorrow of War is an outstanding
achievement in innovating novel poetics in the late
20th century in Vietnam. Going beyond the
expectations of readers familiar with war narratives
with epic tendencies and romantic inspiration
before Doi Moi (1986), The Sorrow of War
presents a microhistory of “a war within a war,” a
perspective and personal experience in the depths
of the subconsciousness and unconsciousness. In
this article, by analyzing Bao Ninh's efforts to re-
enact the untraceable and tell the unspeakable
through The Sorrow of War, we want to
demonstrate his efforts to renew and overcome
Realism, as well as the unfolding of the novel's
endless possibilities in containing the spiritual
portrait of humanity in the new age.

Keywords: Innovation, novel poetics, traumatic
narrative, polyphony, stream of consciousness,
reflexive novel, revelation

khién cho tac gia cua nod tré thanh “mét Marcel
Proust Viét Nam” (Pham Xuan Thach) Nha vén
Diém Lién Khoa (Trung Quoc) dat NGi budn chién
tranh trong hé quy chiéu tiéu thuyet chién tranh thé
gidi va khang dinh “Nghién ngam N&i budn chién
tranh v6i tu cach 1a mot tiéu thuyét chién tranh
phuong Dong trong bbi canh vin hoc thé gidi va so
sanh n6 v6i dong van hoc chién tranh ma chiing ta ¢6
the doc duoc cua Trung Qudc, Nhat Ban, Han Quoc
An D9, rd rang N&i budn chlen tranh dénh diu tim
cao cia mot thir vin hoc méi™. Gan ddy nhét, mot
giai thuong tir Nhat Ban da dugc trao cho Ndi budn
chién tranh v6i y kién danh gia rat cao, rang d6 la
“tinh hoa ctia vin chuwong nhan loai”. Nha nghién
cuu Laichen Sun (California State University,
Fullerton), trong budi Toa dam “Anh huong quoc t€
ctia tiéu thuyét NGi budn chién tranh” to chirc tai
khoa Van hoc, Pai hoc Khoa hoc Xa@ h¢i va Nhéan van
Ha Noi (ngay 15/7/2019), ciing khang dinh “Noi
budn chién tranh ctia nha van Bao Ninh gop phan [am
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cho Viét Nam n6i tleng bayla cuon tiéu thuyet tleng
Viét duoc dich ra nhiéu thir tleng nhét thé gidi...
Ong ciing cho biét, N&i budn chién tranh di dugc
giang day rong rai trong cac dai hoc My va mot s6
nudc, dugc dichra 15 thir tiéng, 18 phiénban...’

Vige Noi buon chién tranh gdy mot anh huong 16n lao
& tam quoc té, trudc hét duoc 1y giai ¢ tinh “nhan
loai” ctia no, trong ban than cdu chuyén ma né ké va
cach n6 ké cau chuyen do, va tinh nhan loai nay
khong hé tach roi khoi “tinh dia phuong”, “tinh ca
thé” ctiatac pham trong tién trinh van hoc dan toc. Va
cung chinh su két hop tuorng chung phi ly ma rat hiru
Iy nay da khién cho tic phadm N&i budn chién tranh
trd thanh mot tac pham khong chi tiéu biéu cho vin
hoc chién tranh thoi ky DP6i méi & Viét Nam, ma con
cho vian chuong chién tranh phuong Pong va thé
gidi. Noi cach khac, dat trong truc doc cua tién trinh
phat trién vin hoc Viét Nam, ciing nhu tryc ngang
ctia vin hoc vé chién tranh va vin hoc chin thuong
trén thé gidi, chung ta co thé 1y giai duoc tai 520: mot
tac pham mdi, dot pha, cé tinh “cach mang” so voi
dong chay van hoc trude d6 lai trd thanh tac pham
tiéu biéu, dai dién cho ca mot nén vin hoc trong chinh
giai doan nay".

N&i budn chién tranh va tién trinh Pdi méi vin
hoc Viét Nam

Noi budn chién tranh dugc xuit ban 1an diu nam
1987 v6i tén goi Than phén tinh yéu. Tac pham duoc
Giai thuong Hoi Nha vin Viét Nam nim 1991°.

C6 thé noi, véi tiéu thuyét Viét Nam, muoi nim sau
chién tranh (1975-1985) 1a mot thoi ky vo cung quan
trong dé co thé din dén thoi ky Doi méi sau nay, khi
tlen thuyét bit dau c6 nhimng van dong nhét dinh trén
nhiéu phuong di¢n. O do, tinh “thé sy - doi tu” dang
lén at dén “tinh str thi” von 14 dic trung bao trim cua
tiéu thuyet giai doan truge, boi [€ bén canh cam himg
ngoi ca dd xuét hién cam himg phé phén; gbe do quan
sat, danh gia con ngudi dich chuyén déan ve€ phia dao
duc sinh hoat: Gap g& cu01 nam, Cha va con va..
(Nguyen Khai), Pt tring (Nguyén Trong Oanh)
Mién chay (Nguyen Minh Chau) Mua la ryng trong
vuon, Pam cudi khong co giay gia tha (Ma Van
Khang)... Vi nhitng “dau hiéu” dugc du bao tir
“khoang dém” 10 nam do, sang thoi ky 1986 - 2000,
tiéu thuyét da c6 nhitng budc chuyén minh manh mé
vé phuong dién thé loai. C6 thé noi chinh “lan gi6
DPo6i méi” ¢ mo rong nhitng canh cira, nhimg chan
trdi cho nén tiéu thuyét Viét Nam, tao ra sy “chin r”
ca trén hai phuong dién tac gia/tic phdm: Nudc mat
d6 (Tran Huy Quang), Chim én bay (Nguyén Tri
Huan), Thoi xa Véng (Lé Lyu), Bén kia bo 4o vong
(Duong Thu Huong), Thién st (Pham Thi Hoai),
DPam cudi khong co gidy gia thi (Ma Van Khang),
Mot cdi nhan gian bé ty (Nguyén Khai), Phd, An may

di vang (Chu Lai), Bén khong chong (Duong
Huodng), Nhitng manh doi den trang (Nguyeén Quang
Lap), va dic biét, Noi budn chién tranh ciia Bao
Ninh... Hai dic diém co ban thé hién su chuyen
minh” néi trén chinh 1a xu thé ¢4 nhan hoa diém nhin
lich st va nhan quan hién thuc; xu thé cach tin manh
mé ki thuat tw su. Vé ddc diém thir nhét: tir khi c6 bau
khong khi “d6i mai”, cac quy luat, cac su kién cua
lich str, ctia x4 hoi bt dau duoc nhin qua lang kinh ca
nhan, mang mau sic riéng ciia mdi c4 tinh sang tao.
Vé mé hinh tinh cach, bén nhiing “con ngudi anh
hung”, “con nguoi cong ddng”, “con ngudi xa hoi”,
da xuat hién con ngudi than phan, con ngudi mang bi
kich ca nhan, Noi cach khac, déy 1a giai doan cac tac
g1a tiéu thuyet dang nd lyc “cd nhan hoa lich s, tiéu
giam dén toi da “khoang cach st thi”, “n6irong dang
ké bién do hién thye so véi tiéu thuyet trudc
1975”"°... V& dic diém tht hai: & giai doan nay,
chung ta dé nhan ra viée d6i mai tu duy ngh¢ thuét 1a
co sO quan trong dé co6 dugc sy da dang vé phong
cach v&i nhidu phuong thire biéu hién trude d6 chua
¢6 (nhu str dung hién thyc tam linh yéu t6 ki a0, dong
y thic...). O ddy, tic pham N&i budn chién tranh ciia
Bao Ninh — 1 diém hoi tu cao nhat cua nhirng cach
tan nay - v6i ¥ nghia né dé xuat mot tinh than tham
mi, mot mé hinh tu sy hoan toan méi - ndi bat véi
hinh thtrc tran thuat phi tuyén tinh, nhitng dao 16n
thoi gian va ki thuat dong hién...). Luc nay, cach ké
chu khong phai sy kién dugc ké da vuon 1én chiém vi
tri trong yéu trong thé gidi tiéu thuyét.

LRI

Néu nhu nhitng nén tang ctia viéc d6i mai tu duy tur
su da dugc khoi dau tir Nguyen Minh Chau, v6i ban
tuyén ngon “Hay doc 101 ai dleu cho mot nen van
ngh¢ minh hoa”" va cdc tic phdm Thoi xa ving (L&
Luyu, 1986); Manh dat tinh yéu (Nguyén Minh Chau,
1987); Chim én bay (Nguyén Tri Huan, 1987) ... thi
Bao Ninh da day tat ca 1én cao nhat véi tinh than cuc
doan cao d9, noi nhan vat tré thanh manh v, nguoi
ké chuyén tir bo vai tro Chiia trdi trén van ban, va
dong y thie ciia nhan vét chir khong phai la nhimg dy
d6 mach lac cua tac gia mai la dong luc chinh thuc
day tac pham tién 1én. Tham chi, c6 thé n6i Bao Ninh
dé dat nén mong cho cac tac gia thude “lan song thi
ba” (dau thé _ky 21) nhu Nguyén Binh Phuong,
Thuan, Nguyén Viét Ha tién toi x0 d6 ca nhan vat,
tinh tu sy trong céc tiéu thuyét mang tinh than hau
hién dai”.

Trudc N&i budn chién tranh, dé tai chién tranh (ciing
v6inG 12 va hinh tuong ngudi linh) vén 1a mot chi Am
ctia nén vin hoc Cach mang va quan tinh iy con kéo
dai dén muoi ndm hau chién. Tuy nhién, phai tir thoi
ky D6i méi, va phai dén diém mdc Ndi budn chién
tranh, lan dau tién chién tranh mang khuén mat cua
mot cd nhan ddm nét nhu vy, cling la lan dau tién
chién tranh duoc soi roi tir goc khuat ndm ngoai san
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khau 16n cta cong dong va lich str, voi trung di¢p
nhimg dau thuong, mAat mat, ton thit sau sic trong
tam hon con nguoi, tir ca hai phia ciia cude chién.
Van dit hanh trinh hdi e caa nhan vat trén khung
nén khong — thoi gian rong 16n vi dai ciia cude chién
tranh, nhung tac gia da xao tung tat ca, nhao trén nd
trong day sau dong chay tiém thirc lac thi manh liét,
dir doi, luc lai diu dang ém &, tao ra du chin cam xuc
manh mé& ma lan thim dan trong nguoi doc. Nbi bat
cho nhing diém mang tinh cht “khai pha” cta Bao
Ninh trén ca hai binh dién thAm m¥ va hinh thirc ty
su, chung t6i cht y dén cac van dé sau: ty sy vé chan
thuong chién tranh, cuc dbi thoai da am, ky thuat
dong ¥ thuc, va cdu tric ciia mot tiéu thuyét phan
than.

Tu s ciia chan thwong, chian thuong cia tu sy
Buge sang nhitng nam dau cia thép nién 20, thé ky
21, nhan loai van khong ngiing d6i dién vabi thuong
ton boi nhimng vét thuong chién tranh mdi ngay, boi
nhén tinh, boi nhitng thir thach khdc liét cua su phat
trién tu ban chu nghia va thi truong, boi lan song
nhap cu... NGi budn chién tranh cua Bao Ninh thyuc
suda gop phan —cing nhung tac pham vé chién tranh
xuat sic khac trén thé giéi — gop phan rung hoi
chudng danh dong nhan tinh dang bi giang x¢é khéc
ligt cua con ngudi, danh thire ci dep cua con nguoi
dang bi hity hoai & tang sau nhét ciia lwong thirc, gop
phan xoa diu nhitng chin thwong ma con nguoi di
trai qua trong chién tranh. Ty su vé chién tranh, c6
bao gi¢ thoi la ty sy vé nhing chan thuong va nhimg
khatvongami mubn tri lidu va dugc tri ligu? Dau cho
do van 1a mét qua trinh dang & thi “tiép dién chua
hoan thanh”, song it nhat no cling m¢ cho con nguoi
mdt canh cira “giita hai cai chét” — cai chét tuong
trung va cai chét ban thé ",

Lbi tu sy ay tai hién mot “khudén mat chién tranh” rat
ddc ddo cua Nbi budn chién tranh —so vi hau hét cac
tiéu thuyét chién tranh trude dé hay thdm chi cing
thoi (dau thoi ky Doi méi). P6 1a nhitng nhip diéu va
giai am mo duc, v& vun, cudng phong cia ban giao
huong chién tran, ctia nhan tinh, cta tat ca nhiing gi
tot dep nhat ma “ho dd mang theo”: tudi tré, tinh yéu,
nlern tin, hy vong, tai nang, tam tri, linh hon,... Quay
cudng trong ¢b may chét choc phi 1y kinh hoang,
nhan vat chinh (Kién, cling chinh la “t61”, 1a “ho”) bi
nghién nat va nhao ndn thanh nhing can tinh khac,
hay tham chi danh mét can tinh, guong mat va giong
ndi cua minh. Ho tré thanh nhu'ng tleng khoc, tleng
cudi dién loan ving ving trong rung sau, tiéng 0 &
thét gao trong con ac mong, tleng khoc khong thanh
tiéng, va sy im ling cung bong t6i vinh curu bi hat vé
phia qua khwr, phia hdi rc va mong mj say sua dau
dén chap chon hu 4o mé say. Tot dinh ctia &c mong
hau chién — nhu nhiing gi ma Kién dang trai qua —
chinh 14 viéc “réng héa” can tinh, thiy minh phi Iy,
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vo nghia, chi con 1a chiéc bong datdo, cam tleng nhu
ngon dén cao le 16i trén cira s6 can ho tap the, nhu
nhitng manh roi ban thao dang do vung vai khap can
phong. Ho khong nghe, khong giao tiép dugc véi
thuc tai, ho vo thanh vo6 hinh trong thuec tai, va budc
phai lién tuc roi bo thuc tai dé ngdy cang truot dai,
lan séu vao qua khtr. Qua khr dau thuong va kiéu
diing du tlep tuc lam thén thé va tam hon ho bi dan vat
nhtrc nhdi ri mau, vét thuong khong bao gio kin
miéng duoc nhung it nhat nd cho ho cam giac ton tai,
cam giac ho dang 1a ho giira nhiing diéu di trd nén
than quen va mau thit ctia ho tr lau. Qua khu lai
khong phai 1a mot vat thé khach quan ngoai than dé
¢6 thé “quén” hay “nh¢”, qua khir 1a mot ganh néng,
dong thoi 1a mot sy ctru rdi; qué khi 1a chinh ho, 1a
ban than ho, 1a mau la thit 1a hon ho, 1a thi sinh ra
cung ho va chia sé tung té bao cua ho..., nén ho
khong c6 lya chon nao ngoai viéc lién tuc vira nhé lai
vira ¢ dé thoat khoi va quén di.

Diéu lién tuc gy chan thuong cho “Kién”/ toi”/
“nha van phuong” khong chi la viée dan vit, dau dén
vi nhirng mat mat cta ban than, vi nhimg t6i 16i ma
minh da gy ra, ké ca vi sy song sot ¢6 duge sau bao
nhiéu hy sinh cua dong doi, ban be, nhitng con glet
choc dién cudng tuyét vong trong chién tranh, ma rat
thuong xuyen Vl su mat nghia cta nhiing tin diéu,
nhiing “y niém”, niém tin, tu tuong. .. tuong da viing
chic trong con nguoi: doan trudc vira tran day hy
vong, doan sau da kéo nguoc lai ndi that vong, doan
trudce vira le 161 anh sang, doan sau da chim dam trong
nhitng luan 1y cta bong tbi triu nang.. . Chang han
doan ddi thoai cua Kién va Son vé y nghla cua cudc
chién va cai gia cua hoa binh, khi ma trong cudc
chién: “nhiing ngudi dugc phén cong nam lai gac
rung le 1a nhitng nguoi dang song nhat” “bao nhiéu
cai tot dep da bi giét” (Kién); “nguoi tot s€ con duge
sinhra ¢ cac thé hé sau. Con nhung thang song sot thi
phai gang song tir té, sdng cho ra sdbng. Chur khong thi
chién du lam g1‘7 Hoa binh lam gi?” (Son); “phai
khuyen moi nguoi hay quén di” (Kién), “Nhu’ng lam
thé nao ma quén noi? S& chang quén ndi mot cai gi”
(Son)... Hoac doan néi vé chd dua qua khi: “Thi ra
cudc doi toi ky thuc c6 khac nao con th}lyen boi
ngugc dong song khong ngirng bi day lui vé di vang.
D6i vai t6i twong lai dd ndm lai & phia sau xa kia roi.
Va khong phai 1a cudc sdng moi, thoi dai moi, khong
phai 1a nhitng hy vong vé tuong lai tot dep da ctru
gitip t6i ma trai lai nhimg tin tham kich ctia qua khir
danang dotam hon toi, tao sttc manh tinh than cho toi
thoat khoi vo tdn nhimng tan trd doi hom nay. Chut
long tin va long ham song con lai trong t6i khong
phai do nhitng 4o tuéng ma la nho sitc manh cua
nhfIng héi tuong. Tuy nhién, mic du rat d6i mu
quang toi van khong thé khong biét rang khong thé
trong doi gi vao nhung didu nh¢ lai, rang tir 1au da
khong con gi nira c4, tat ca da tit han va mat hut mot
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cach khong thuong tiéc.” Qua khir, ban than né da
bién mat, n6 khong thé 1a mot chd dua thyc ton, ban
thé, n6 ciing 1a trang thai ddi nghich ctia hoa binh, 1a
trang thai ma doi song hoa binh viét d¢ 1én va mudn
quén di — nén thyc chat n6 ciing dang mat nghia theo
nghia ban thé luan. Thuc tai qua xa la va khong co
chd cho Kién, Kién ciing dang lac 16i trong thuc tai,
mét chd, bi ngoai bién hoa khdi thuc tai vé mit nhan
thire luan.

Va, khi chi thé mang chan thuong mét di ham muén
tim kiém cdn tinh, cai biéu dat minh thi no hoan toan
chét vé mat ban thé (“cai chét ban thé”)": “Kién cling
c6 mot thoi tré trung cai thoi ma gio day kho long
muong tugng lai dugc nira, cai thoi ma toan bd con
nguoi anh, nhan tinh va nhan dang, con chua bi bao
lyc tan bao cia chién tranh huy hoai, cdi thoi anh
cling ngép 1ong ham muén, ciing biét say sua, si meé,

cung trai nhirng con bong bot, va cung ngdc nghéch
ngan ngo, cung tung tan nat ca cdi long vi tinh yéu
thuong dau kho, vi ghen tuong tui hon va cling dang
duogc wu i nhu cac ban anh bay gid. Chao 6i! Chién
tranh la cdi khong nha, khong ctra, lang thang khén
kho va phi€u bat vi dai, la ¢di khong dan 6ng, khong
dan ba, 1a thé gioi bat sau v0 cam va tuyét tu khung
khiép nhét cia dong glong con ngudi!”. Pidu nay,
nhu Amos Goldberg da viét, day la mot trang thai -
mot tinh thé tot cung vo vong: “Tham kich 16n nhat
an gidu trong sy va cham giy chan thuong nay la
nguy co cua sy tri¢t tiéu cua toan bo mang ludi y
nghia, hay néi khac di, tham kich khing khiép nhat
xay ra khi chu thé khong con lai bt ky mot ngir canh
van hoa, lich str, c4 nhan thich dang nao dé co thé
khoi thong dugc chan thuong.” Lyc hut cua qua khir
khién thuc tai va tuong lai dan tr¢ thanh nhiimg khai
niém rong, nhe bang va khong trong lu(mg, mat ¥
niém veé ban thé, vé sy ton tai. Con nguorl trong thuc
tai bi dong hoa véi nhimg ky hiéu vé nd, mot ban thé
det—“nha van phuong”, anh linh that bai va bat mén,

mot ngudi tinh bat lyc. Con nguoi trong qua khur da
chiéu, da phuong, song dong va cd can tinh hon
nhiéu, dudo1a nhitng khuén mat va can tinh méo mo,
dap vui bai khong gian chién tranh.

Déi thoai da 4m, k¥ thuat dong v thirc va tiéu thuyét
phan than (self-reflexion novel)

Du6i hinh thirc 1a cude doc thoai trién mién cua chu
thé chin thuong (mang déang dap ctia 161 viét tur dong
va ty sy dong y thire), Nbi budn chién tranh & bé siu
duoc to chirc nhur nhu’ng dbi thoai va chét van gay gét
cuc do, dai déng v6 cung tan, khong biét dau 1a gioi
han, dau la bén bo, nhung dong thoi ciing 14 su giang
ludi va mic ket trong sy 4m anh cua qua kht. Tiéu
thuyet ddc déo tirtrong cAu triic “réi boi”, vun va va &
nhiéu khia canh, da mang tinh than “da 4&m” nhu mo
ta cua Bakhtin - trong v6 van nhiing 16p va cham,
chat van, ddi thoai khong ngimg nghi: Kién cua quéa

khtr va Kién cta hién tai, Kién vdi cac déng doitrong
quéa khir va Kién hién tai v6i linh hon cua ho, Kién va
Phuong trong qua khur, Kién va Phuong trong hién
tai, “t61” (Kién) nhu mdt nhan vat mang mau sdc tu
truye;n trong tiéu thuyét dang dé ctia nhan vat “nha
van phuong” va ban than nha van phuong, nha van
phuorng va nhitng ngudi xung quanh anh (¢ gai mu,
nguoi tinh, nhung hang x6m, cha anh mot hoa si tién
chién tai hoa va tuyét vong...), cuu chién binh — nha
vin Bao Ninh va nhéan vit cyu chién binh — nha vin
Kién trong N&i budn chién tranh, ngudi doc ban thao
ctia Kién va doc gia cua ticu thuyet Nbi budn chlen
tranh ... Cac mach ddi thoai 4 ay cu dan xen, chap ndi,
gidng xé 1an nhau, tran 1ip vao nhau, kéo hiit nhau, va
dap, tan vo, co6 ltc hoa nhdp lam mat, c6 Iuc lai roi
nhau ra nhu nhitng thé giGi song song khong thé nao
gdp g0 hay han gan. Sy pha v& tinh quyén uy va tinh
thong nhét cua chu thé ty su/ngudi ké chuyén/nhan
vat chinh, cung voi do sy dao 10n trat ty khong thoi
gian, khién cho ddc gia nhu dugce dan dit vao mot mé
cung cua mong mi, mé sang, nhirng uwdc doan, nhiing
tuong vong, nhiing trang thai kich phat cua tam tri
khong thé nao kiém soat — giéng nhu chinh trang thai
ma (cac) nhan vat dang trai qua. L6i viét day thach
thirc va “lam kho” doc gia nay, 16i viét di sau vao
dong chay noi tim ctia modi ca nhan hon 1a nhitng sy
kién mang tinh st thi trén bé mit nay, da trd thanh
mot 16i viét rat phd bién véi cac nha van thoi ky Doi
mai sau nay (déac biét 1a cac nha van thude “Lan song
thir ba”, sau N&i budn chién tranh khoang muoi
nam).

Trong Noi buon chién tranh, c6 dén bon thé gl(n khac
nhau cuing ton tai: thé g101 thye tai, thé gioihoiuc, thé
gioi tudng tugng, thé giéi gidc mo. Piéu dang noi 13,
bang su chuyén kénh dot ngot tur trang thai no sang
trang thai kia, tir vai ng sang vai kia cua (phtrc hop)
nhén vat chinh da tron 1an dén mirc x6a nhoa ranh
gidi gitra cac thé gioi dy. Noi cach khac, NBCT mé
nhitng canh cira khai thong cac thé gidi 4y voi nhau,
khién cho ban than tac pham tr¢ thanh mét sy “giai
céu trac”, “giai h¢ thong” trong chinh né. Toan bd
Ndi budn chién tranh 1a nhirng goc xa khac nhau cua
mot chu thé tim 1y phuc tap —cuu chlen binh Kién /

“nha van phudng” — tir ¢i Y thire tran trui, rd rang
(voi nhu’ng su kién va gdp g& c6 thue cua anh voi
nhung ngudi xung quanh), dén ¢oi Tiém thirc mitmo
xa x0i (v6i nhing ki rc chit chong thoi tho 4u, tudi
hoa nién, nhirg nim thang chién tranh...), va cham
vao ca ¢di Vo thire hu do huyén bi (voi nhing o giac,
tudng twong bat ngd nay sinh ngay trong dong chay
thyc tai). Bao Ninh da thyc sy kham ghép cac manh
roitam 1y d6 lai voi nhau, tao thanh mét bire tranh lap
thé vé con ngudi (hau) hién dai. Diéu d6 khién nguoi
xem doi khi bi “lac léi trong mot mé cung cua cac
16p hinh anh x6 dat, ndi tiép nhau chang tuan theo bat
ctr logic 1y tinh ndo. Tuy nhién, an dang sau mdi gidc
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mo, ching ta luén tim thay mot hat nhan cua hién
thyuc, chinh xac hon 1a sgi “day di€u” ndi tiém thirc
cuanhan vat vdi doi song thyc tai cua chinh no.

Tinh than ctia N&i budn chién tranh c6 nhiéu nét rat
gan gili v6i nhirng suy tu cua Freud va Jung vé gidc
mo, dac biét 1a Jung, khi Jung viét: “Chirc vu dai quat
cia mong mi 1a tim cach 1ap lai can bang tim 1y nho
nhirng giac mo”". Trong trat ty hinh anh — chi tiét —
su kién nhiéu khi mang vé “phi hién thyc”, “phi
logic” cua tac pham, nguoi ta co thé tim thay nhiing
mach ngdm kin déo xau chudi “dong y thic” cua
nhan vat chinh — trong qua trinh anh ta lang thang tur
bo vuc nay sang bo vuc kia cia 40 mdng va hoai
niém. Li¢u c6 phai chinh nguyén ¢ “tim cach lap lai
can be"mg tam 1y” cho mot thuc tai dﬁy thuong ton, hut
hang, chénh vénh da thuc day Kién di tim ban thé va
khuon mét minh trong céi “thé gidi thir hai” d6?

Bing viéc sir dung nhuan nhi ky thuat dong y thuc,
Bao Ninh da mang dén mot ty su bat kha quy gian, vi
néu quy gian (hay tom tat) thi s& roi rung hét phan
tinh chat/tinh hoa ctia mdi doan ddc thoai ndi tm va
trang thai ctia nhan vat bép bénh trén mdi con song
ctia tiém thrc.

Nbi budn chlen tranh cung la mot tleu thuyét _phan
thén tuyét voi vé s viét, vé ban than tiéu thuyét. Va
viét, duoc gan v&i mot hanh dong cap nghia cho thuc
tai — viét khong chi dé nhé lai hay dé quén di, ma viét
dé vuot qua chén thuong, bang cach dau nhiéu lén
nita nhirng vét thuong qua khir r trong sur nghién ngam
vé chidu sau ca ¢ mat ph1 ly 1an c6 nghia cua no, dae
chéng lai viéc X061 mon va mat mat ban thé cung nhuy
nghia ciia doi séng trong thuc tai. Cung véi do, viétla
cach dé chong lai trang thai cam tleng, viét dé dbi
thoai v&i chinh minh, viét dé tim théy ham muén
trong chinh sy viét, viét dé tim ra mot cai biéu dat méi
cho can tinh chi thé, dé khai mé nhitng kha thé khac
sau trong minh, dé minh khong tring khép voi cai ky
hiéu ma chién tranh/ hoan canh lich su/cau tric xa
hoi da ap 1€n minh, n6i nhu Goldberg, viétladé song
sot gitra hai cai chét: “cai chét tuong tru’ng va céi chét
biéu dat”. D6 ciing chinh 12 ¥ nghia sdu sic nhat dep
d& nhat cta cac tac pham van hoc hau chién vé khia
canh nhan van cia n6? Hanh trinh tu sy va muc dich
tu su khong tach roi véi thé gisi truyén ké, tat ca két
dinh va 1am nén mét thé gisi phirc hop, da thanh, dau
duoc nbi ghép bang nhitg manh ky trc “roi rac” va
“dut doan”, song van 1a mot ban tong phd c6 tinh
“chit Am” va tinh gin két rd rét, nhu chinh c4i tén ma
cudn tiéu thuyét da goinén.

Kétluan

Nhin chung, Ndi budn chién tranh 1a mot thanh tyu
ndi bat cua viée cach tan tu duy tiéu thuyét nhimg
nam cudi thé ki 20. Vuot ra ngoai “tam don doi” cua
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doc gia von quen thudc v6i nhitng tu sy chién tranh
mang dam khuynh hudng st thi va cam hing lang
man trude Doi mai (1986), trong Nbi budn chién
tranh, ta s& thdy mot “vi lich s’ ’ (microhistory), mot
cudc chién bén trong cudc chién, dugc ké lai qua
nhan quan va trai nghiém ca nhan ¢ nhitng vung mién
sdu thim ciia tiém thirc, vo thirc. Gidng nhu trong
Chién tranh khong c6 mot khuoén mat phu nir,
Svetlana Aleksievich viét: “O ddy, ta khong thdy anh
hiing ciing chang thiy chién cong khong tuong tuong
n6i, ma chi don gian c6 nhimng c nhan bi cudn vao
mot cong viéc phi nhan cia nhan loai (...) Con co
mot cudce chién tranh khac ma chung ta khong biét.”'
“Mot cudce chién tranh khac”, khong tach roi mot 16i
nghi khac, mot 16i nhin khac, mot 16i doc khac véi
chién tranh, diéu d6 chi ¢6 thé xuét hién khi ban than
nguoi viét da thuc sy duge ddm minh trong tinh than
dan chii ciia van chuong-vin hoa-xa hoi, dé sin sang
ddi thoai voi cac dién ngon lich st ciia cong déng,
ciing nhur véi ma véi chinh cac dién ngdn tran thuat
cua van chuong trong qua khu. Véi N6i budn chién
tranh, voi nd lyuc tai hién cai khong thé nam bat, nd
Iyc ké cai khong thé k&, Bao Ninh dong thoi thé hién
mot nd luc lam méi va vuot thoat chu nghla hién
thuc, hé mo nhitng kha thé vo tan cua tiéu thuyet
trong viéc chtra dung birc chan dung tinh than cua
nhan loai trong thoi dai méi. Do khong chi l1a sy mac
khai cua lich sir, ma con 1a sy mic khai cua tiéu
thuyét.
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