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Tém tit: Tiéu lugn nay, trucc hét, phan tich mot s6 1i do dén dén tinh kha dung cua nhan
hoc van hoa trong nghién cieru van hoc. Theo do, trong hoc thudt nhan van trén thé gioi ké tir nira
sau thé ki XX, quan trong va ré rang la dd cé nhimng thao tac dién gidi, phan tich van chuwong dya
trén tri thirc, li thuyét nhan hoc van héa, khong bi gi0tT han trong cdi goi la "tinh van chtfong” da
xudt hién manh mé cdc phwong thirc chii gidi, day [6p nghia van ban den sw doi sanh va tham
chiéu mét cdch siu rong, lién nganh. O phan sau, tiéu lugn nhin lgi mét s6 cong trinh nghién ciru
van hoc Viét Nam nhdc dén nhan hoc van héa nhw mét co so li thuyet hodc, dang. ké hon, tim cdch
ung dung nhitng khdi niém va tri thirc nhan hoc van hoa dé gidi quyét cdc van deé, hién tiwong van
hoc cu thé. Dong thoi diém xuyét qua trinh hién dién nhan hoc van héa ¢ Viét Nam qua cdc déu
moc chii yéu. Nhitng trinh bdy nay nhdam dén muc dich goi mé, tin twong hwéng nghién ciru nay
tré nén twong thich, ph(f bién trong nghién ciru van hoc Viét Nam hién tai.

Tw khéa: Nhan hoc van hoa, nghién curu van hoc, van hoc Viét Nam.

CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY IN VIETNAMESE LITERARY STUDIES:
ACHIEVEMENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Abstract: This paper, first of all, analyzes several reasons that have brought about the
applicability of cultural anthropology in literary studies. Accordingly, humanities scholarship
from the late twentieth century up to now has witnessed interpretations and analyses of literary
texts based on the knowledge of cultural anthropology as well as the emergence of
interdisciplinary approaches to literary texts in which literary texts have no longer been limited
into the so-called “literariness”; rather, they are put in comparison to the texts of other fields. In
its second part, this paper offers two reviews: the first on key investigations into Vietnamese
literature that in many forms try to apply the knowledge of cultural anthropology to dealing with
different literary issues, and the second on a history of cultural anthropology in Vietnam. These
also aim to provide recommendations for opportunities of developing the approach of cultural
anthropology in present literary studies in Vietnam.
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NOI DUNG
1. Méi lién d6i giira nhan hoc, vin héa va vin chuwong

Nam 2012, tap chi Teksty Drugie, dudi su tai trg cia B Khoa hoc va Gido duc dai hoc Ba
Lan, da xudt ban mot an pham dic biét bang tiéng Anh, cong bd nhimng tiéu luan cia gii nghién
ctru han 1am Ba Lan xoay quanh chuyén d&é "Nhan hoc trong nghién cu vin chuong"
(Anthropology in Literary Studies)). Pay co thé coi 1a mot biéu hién cu thé cua thuc té chuyén
huéng manh mé trong nghién ciru van chuong ma tinh chat lién nganh, hay cu thé hon, viéc tim
hiéu van hoc tir cac tri thire nhan hoc, di khong con qua xa la, tham chi, dang tré nén rat phé
bién dbi véi cac nha khoa hoc nhan vian trén thé gidi. Trong 16i dAn nhap, Grzegorz Grochowski,
thanh vién hoi déng bién tap, khfmg dinh: "Di nhién, mbi lién hé gitra hai linh vyc nay [nhan hoc
vin héa va nghién ctru van hoc duong dai — MAT chi] khong phai 13 didu bat ngd dic biét hay
moi mé hoan toan" (5, tr.6).

Nhimg cin nén mang tinh nhan hoc trong phén tich vin hoc, theo Grzegorz Grochowski,
da thyc sy sang to ¢ loat khai niém cua Mikhail Bakhtin, nguoi thue hién mot sy dién giai rét
rong vé van chuong, tim kiém chung trén tat thay cac diu vét ciia nhiing tap hop nhan thire vé
thé gi6i. Hau hét cac linh vie trong trude tac cua ong, tur phong cach, quan niém vé cac thé loai
cua loi n6i, nhiing mo ta vé cai trang hoa (carnivalisation), 1i ludn tiéu thuyet, dén triét luan vé
ddi thoai, déu ndi chung dang thiic véi truong khai ni€ém vé tinh nhan vin va van hoa, déu lam
sang hiéu va bd sung 1an nhau. Truyén théng két hop vian chuong va nhan hoc duge duy tri kha
thuong xuyén & Phap, nhu Grzegorz Grochowski chi ra, thé hién trong sy két hop 1i thuyét ngon
ngit, van chuong cia Roman Jakobson véi tri thitc nhan hoc, dan tdc hoc ciia Claude-Lévi
Strauss, hay vé sau, trong nhimng kham pha cua René Girard, Roger Caillois, va Georges
Bataille®. Ngay nay, trong nhimg phan tich v¢ van hoa dai ching, cac dir ngudn nghe nhin, sirc
hat du lich hay cac hoat dong biéu dién, ta c6 thé thay rat nhidu khia canh ¢ ching da dugc tham
chiéu tir mot phan trong tiéu luan cta I. Lotman vé cac hinh thirc doi séng x4 hoi & Nga, ctia R.
Barthes vé nhitng huyén thoai clia giai tAng tu san Phap hay cua U. Eco vé nhitng méc ndi di biét
clia nén giai tri My.

MGéi lién déi giita nhan hoc va van chuong, thiét nghi, khong phai bdng nhién ma thanh va
trong qua trinh tao dyng su nbi két hai linh vuc ciing da c6 khong it nhirng bat dong vé quan
diém. Ngay trong khai niém Nhan hoc (Anthropology), theo nghia hep nhat, 1a khoa hoc vé con
nguoi, da kéo theo mot lich st lau dai nhiéu hoat dong va linh vuc lién quan. Nhin vao dién giai
cua Bdach khoa thw nhdn hoc van héa va xda hoi (Encyclopedia of Social and Cultural
Anthropology) thi Anthropology lién quan chit ché véi Khao c6 hoc (archaeology), Pia chi
(geography), Dan tdc chi (ethnography), Xa hoi hoc (sociology) tuy thudc nhitng mic do, ngir
canh khac nhau. Chang han, véi khao ¢ hoc, theo Michael Dietler, da timg c¢6 thoi gian nguoi ta
cho no 1a “thi qua khir ciia nhan hoc van héa” nhung trén thuc té, moi quan h¢ gilra n6 véi nhan
hoc vin hoa-xa hoi 1a hét stic phirc tap va rong 16n. O My, cac truong dai hoc thuong cho rang
khao ¢6 hoc 1a mot trong bbn nganh hodc 14 nganh twong hd (cing véi nhan hoc vin hoéa-xi hoi,
nhan hoc sinh thai/thé chat nhan hoc ngdn ngilr) tao nén khoa nhén hoc. Trong khi ¢ céc truong
dai hoc chau Au, khao c¢b hoc lai ton tai riéng & trong cic khoa, vién khao co (hodc so st va tién
su). Tuy nhién, “su dong gop ctia nhan hoc van hoa-xa hoi ddi véi khao co hoc 1a da dang va
quan trong” (1, tr.70 va 71-72). Véi dan tdc chi, nhan hoc s€ dua vao nhiing ghi chép, mo ta va
nhing két qua dién da ciia no dé tién hanh nghién ctiru mot cach han 1am hon doi séng con nguoi
trong nhitng ngit canh van hoa — xa hdi khac nhau. Véi xa hdi hoc, nhan hoc cung chia sé mét sb
tri thirc chung cua cac bac thﬁy, dac biét la K. Marx, M. Weber va E. Durkheim. Béng cach lién
déi nhu vay, nhan hoc, tir chd chi bé hep & nhitng mo ta dic diém hinh dang con nguoi ty nhién,
da dan lan sang cac kham pha vé ban chét con nguoi trong cac diéu kién séng di biét, nham thoa
mén tham vong miéu ta con nguoi theo nghia rong nhat. Cac nha nhan hoc, gio ddy, khong loai
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trir bat ké mot chu dé nghién ctru nao, tir ton gido, nghé thuét, gioi, chién tranh, sinh thai, quan
h¢ chung toc, than tdc, ngdn ngfr, qudc gia va nha nude, dén choi dua, chién lugce sinh ké, truyén
thong, du lich, lvong bong, dau dm, bénh tat, khoai cam...® Dién nghién ciru cang 16n, hay chinh
xac hon, tinh toan dién (holistic) cang rd thi nhén hoc, trong tu cach 1a ke tram tu vé nhiing cau
hoi 16n ciia su song, cai chét, cong li, quyén lyc..., cang chi ra ranh r& va thong hiéu ki cang tinh
duy nhat va tinh riéng biét ciia con nguoi.

Tinh toan dién cta nhan hoc thé hién trong viéc dua trén su nghién ciru téng thé vé thuc
trang nhan sinh (human condition): qua khur, hién tai, va tuong lai; sinh hoc, xa hdi, ngdn ngit va
van héa. Do d6, nha nhén hoc can dén su tim kiém cia nhiéu linh vyc khac nhau dé nghién ctru
con ngudi, va b gang dua ra mot buc tranh hoan thién vé doi song nhan loai. V61 tu cach la mot
yéu t6 trong hé thong, véan hoc dem lai chimg tir quan trong dé nha nhan hoc tri nhén, cung cap
thém cai nhin da chiéu vé con ngudi. Roland Barthes timg cho rang nhan hoc 1a mgt chi nhanh
cua hé hinh tri thire, cing ho hang véi van chuong tai nhimng dlem chung cao nhat. Theo ong,
giita tAt ca nhimng dién ngdn trong lich st, dién ngon nhén hoc gan giii nhét vé6i van xudi®. O cap
d0 khac, cac li thuyet nhéan hoc ¢6 sy song hanh rat chit chg, thAm chi, ludn cung chung pho hé
quan diém voi cac li thuyét vin chuong.

Trong thé ki XX, li thuyét khoa hoc nhan van ty n6 khong co rit vao mét bi€n gidi thu
hep. Cang vé sau, mutrc do giao thoa cua li thuyét cang 16n, hay chinh xac hon, nhu nhan dinh cua
nha nhan hoc Roy Ellen, riang "day chinh 1a mot thé giéi méi day diing cam cta su tap hon 1i
thuyét"(9). Su gan giii, phong chiéu 1an nhau giira cac 1i thuyét trong nhan hoc va vin chuong
dan dén viéc phé binh van chuong 1a qua trinh chia s¢ cac khai niém chung. Cac li thuyét phé
binh vin hoc vé& “cd mau” (archetype), “huyén thoai” (myth), “nghi 18" (ritual), “biéu tuwong”
(symbol)..., theo J. Schlaeger, co thé coi 1a “khiic ngoat nhan hoc” (anthropological turn) trong
nghién ciru vin chuong®. Mét cai doc mang tinh nhan hoc, nhu vay, 1a mot kha thé déy hép dan
dbi véi gidi hoc gia van chuong. Thyc té cho thay cudc chay dua, pho bién cac 1y thuyét van hoc,
tir nira sau thé ky XX, luén nam trong dién bién va thanh tyu cua cac linh vuc khoa hoc x3 hoi
khéc nhau. Tir dan tdc chi, dan toc hoc, x3 hoi hoc, kinh té hoc dén nhan hoc déu da c6 mit, hoic
go1 y, hodc 1a hat nhan chu yéu trong cac ban luan van chuong, bién van chuong tré thanh linh
vuc c¢6 kha ning lién nganh sau rong. Nhin vao cac tir dién chi dan 1i thuyét xuat ban gan day
dugc bién soan boi hoc gia Anh - My, khong kho dé nhan ra sy giao thoa qua rd giita cac li
thuyét (vn duoc coi 1a thuin tay) phé binh vin hoc va cac li thuyét vin héa hoc, nhan hoc vin
hoa. Nguoc lai, cac li thuyét vin hoa (cultural theories) ciing khong lanh xa cac khai niém co ban
hodc cac nha tu tudng 16n cia nghién ciru vin chuong?.

Nhan hoc van hoa (Cultural Anthropology), mot trong hai linh vuc chinh cua nhéan hoc, to
ra day uu thé tich hop véi khoa hoc van chuong. Tir chi truong nghién ctru vin hoa va xa hoi
cua nhan loai, nhan hoc vdn hoa hudng dén sy mo ta, phan tich, tuong minh va giai thich su
tuong déng va di biét trong mdi nén vin hoa, xa hoi dé c6 dugc sy miéu ta ki ludng con nguoi.
Vi cac nha nhan hoc, van hdéa khong han dinh ¢ gidi tinh hoa hay mét bo phan xa hdi riéng 1é,
nguoc lai, tat ca moi nguoi déu dat dén van hoa thong qua thau nhap van hoa (enculturation),
mot tién trinh cho phép vin hoa duoc truyén day (learned) va chuyén dich (transmitted) qua
nhiéu thé hé (4, tr.21). Chinh nhd quan diém rét nhan vin nidy ma nhan hoc van hoa cé thé huy
dong cung lac cac tap hop dir ligu, tir kinh té, chinh tri, ton gido, ngdn nglr, van chuong nghé
thut dé tim hiéu ti mi con ngudi trong tur cach mot ca thé, mot nha san xuat xa hoi, mot ké sang
tao lich st va van hoa. O day, dinh nghia va nhing dién dich van hoa cuia Clifford Geertz, nguoi
c¢6 anh huéng rat 16n d&én gidi nhan hoc, trong cong trinh The Interpretation of Cultures (1973),
da tac dong truc tiép vao cac by mon chu giai hoc, ki hiéu hoc va phé binh van canh. Theo
Geertz, van hoa la "mot trat tu hé théng biéu tugng va mang nghia" (ordered system of meaning
and of symbols), "vin hoa ciia mdi dan toc 1a mot tap hop cac van ban" (the culture of a people is
an ensemble of texts) (3, tr.144 va 152). Xoay quanh thao tdc mo ta sau (thick description) vé
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van hoa, Geertz d3 dua ra nhiéu khai niém méi mé, tha vi, nhu "mé thire" (pattern), "mau hinh"
(template), "mang" (webs), "manh va rap ndi" (shreds and patches) dé nhan manh chu truong
"tim kiém nghia" (search of meaning) trong moi van ban. Nhu vay, véi Geertz, mgt hanh dong
doc bao gio ciing 1a mot sy dién dich, giai thich nhimng thong tin ma tac gia mudn ham y va dic
biét, phai dudi bat, tap hop mo thirc tir cac chi tiét riéng 1é. Ong coi ddy 1a cach dé khoa hoc xa
hoi c¢6 thé thong hiéu duogc cai goi 1a "hién thuc" (reality), "nghia riéng" (local meaning) va giai
thich dugc nghia biéu tugng trong cac tao pham vin hoa (cultural artifacts). Gidi nghién ctru vin
hoc, khi tiép can mot vian ban, hoan toan co thé 14 nha nhan hoc trong cam hung doc sau, tién
hanh phan tich cac van ban duoc gai cim, hoi thdu & tac pham, noi mdi su kién vian hoa, xi hoi
dugc mo ta co thé néi 1én ban chat ngir canh séng cta con nguoi. Boi vay, mot dién giai vin hoa
trong van chuong, khiac véi van hoa hoc thién vé nghién ctru sy da dang vin hoa (cultural
diversity) va lay cac yéu t6 va biéu hién vin héa lam trong tim, lai chu yéu truy tim cac ¥ nghia
van hoa da xay dyng con nguoi thuc su trong tinh duy nhat, riéng bict. Vé thuc chit, su dién giai
nay co thé 12 mot sy thu nhan nhiing thu nhan khac, mét su doc nhiing cai doc khac.

Méi quan hé hai chiéu gitra nha van va nha nhan hoc (anthropologist) ciing 1a mét 1i do
khién nhan hoc van hoéa tré nén c6 co s¢ khi van dung vao nghién ctru van chuong. Trong nhiéu
ban luan vé "nhan hoc nhu 1a vin chuong hay tinh vin chuong ctia nhan hoc", "nhan hoc héa vé
nghién ciru van chuong" thi gia dinh nha van nhu 1a nha nhan hoc, nha nhan hoc "nhu 1a tac gia",
"nhu 14 nha van/nha tho" thu hiit duoc su chi y rat 16n®. Khong phai ngau nhién ma mot sb thé
loai van hoc nhu tiéu thuyét lich st, tiéu thuyét du hanh, tu truyén,... hoan toan co thé coi 1a
nhitng ghi chép dan tdc chi vi tinh chit hién thuc dugc thé hién trong d6. Puong nhién, nha van
khong bi thiic ép phai nghiém ngit v6i chuan chan that trong mé ta. Theo Erickson, "chi nghia
hién thyc c6 thé 1a muc dich ciia nhiéu nha van hu cdu nhung né khong bao gid ngang bang voéi
su mo ta chinh xac cia nha nhan hoc"(13, tr.97). Song trudc mot van ban van chuong, cau hoi
"nha van da nghién clru con nguoi" nhu thé nao s& khién nguoi doc dat nha van vao vi tri ké
quan sat/tham du/dién gidi, nghia 1a vi tri ciia nha nhan hoc. O chiéu ngugc lai, ban than nha
nhan hoc, trong khi dién dat cic mo ta cia minh, du tir phwong phap dién da dic trung, van
khong thé tranh duoc cac rang budc trong 161 viét, cac tic dong cua ngdn ngit hay cam xic ca
nhan. Poc lai Nhiét doi buon, cong trinh trr danh cua nha nhan hoc Claude Lévi-Strauss, Olivier
Tessier nhan thidy mot "léi viét kha tu do" va ban khoan khong biét xép van ban nay "la du ky, 1a
tu duy nhan hoc va triét hoc, 1a tu thuat tinh than" sao cho hop 1y. Ong @& nghi "co thé coi no
nhu 12 mot tiéu luan day chat tiéu thuyét"(7, tr.xv). Cac thé loai van chuong ma O. Tessier mudn
gan vao trudng hop Nhiét déi buon ciing ¢ thé 1a cam nhan chung ciia ngudi doc trude nhiéu
cong trinh nhan hoc khac, khi ching, vé& co ban, déu thim ddm pham tinh vin chuong ngay ca
trong nhimg dit liéu khoa hoc khach quan. Do d6, dé khu biét sy hap thu hay pha loing qua lai
gilta vin chuong va nhan hoc, cac nha khoa hoc dit vin dé "nhan hoc nhu 13 van chwong"
(anthropology as literature), "tinh van chuong ctia nhan hoc" (the literariness of anthropology) va
dung khai niém "véan hoc dan toc hoc" (literary anthropology) dé bao gop nhimg trudce tac kiéu
nhu Nhiét déi buon. Cach goi nay, ma bat ki vin hoc dan tdc nao ciing dé dang tim thay, sé& thuc
giuc hanh dong phén tich nhing diém ‘tuong dong, doi khi y hét, gilta cdu tric van chuong va
hoat dong tim hiéu, mot cach chung nhat, gdm mé ta, giai thich hodc dién dich trong nhan hoc.

2. Nhin vao truomg hop viin hoc Viét Nam: két qua va co hdi phia truéc

Trén thuc té, tai Viét Nam, nhan hoc van hoa khong phai xuét hién sém va duoc dinh hinh
mot cach rd nét ngay tir dau cac khai niém co ban ciing nhu pha hé quan diém chinh yéu cta né.
Gidng nhu cac li thuyét van hoa hoc khac, nhan hoc vin héa duoc du nhap vao nudc ta chi yéu
boi gidi nghién ctru van hoa va theo hai dang thiic co ban: Thir nhat, dich truc tiép cac bai viét,
da phan déu riéng 1¢ va chua hé hé thong, cia cic tac gia nudc ngoai lién quan dén nhan hoc vin
hoa; va thir hai, bién soan, gidi thi€u nhan hoc van hoa trong téng thé chung cta van hoa hoc,
nhan hoc. C6 thé théy su xuat hién khiém tén ltc dau ctia nhan hoc vin hoa trong cac sach nhan
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hoc nhdp moén, nhu truong hop chuyén ngir cong trinh cia Emily A. Schultz va Robert H.

Lavenda, Nhdn hoc - mét quan diém vé tinh trang nhan sinh (2001) hodc gi4o trinh Nhan hoc dai
cwong (2008) duge viét boi Pai hoc Qudc gia thanh phé Ho Chi Minh; trong cic cAm nang vin
hoéa hoc nhu Vin hoa hoc (1997) cia Poan Van Chuc, 30 thudt ngit nghién cuu van hoa (2008)
ctia Bui Quang Théng; trong mot tong thuat co phan chinh danh nhung chua phai triét dé & Hanh
trinh vao van hoa hoc (2003) hay Nhdn hoc van hoa - Con nguwoi voi thién nhién, xa hoi va thé
gioi siéu nhién (2004) ctia Vii Minh Chi. Vuot 1én sy gian lugce cua cac tai liéu nay, muc do ki
cang va truc tiép khi ban dén cac 1i thuyét nhén hoc van hoa c6 1& bit dau tir viée dich, gidi thiéu
cong trinh Van héa hoc, nhitng Ii thuyét nhdn hoc van héa (2001) cua A. A. Belik, va gan déy,
trong nd luc gidi thiéu, dich thuat, cap nhat kién thuc chuyén nganh ctia Vién Nhan hoc van hoéa
ma cong trinh Nhdn hoc van héa & Viét Nam: dién trinh va nghién ciru (2024) 1a mét vi dy ndi
bat. Bén canh hoat dong dich thuat, bién soan tai li€u la su ra doi cta cac khoa nhan hoc, b moén
nhan hoc tai mot s6 truong dai hoc, va dic bi¢t 1a Vién Nhan hoc van hoa. Mot sy kién xing
dang la d4u méc ctia nhan hoc & nudce ta 13 Hoi thao quéc té Nhan hoc vé Viét Nam t6 chire véao
thang 12 nam 2007, noi hoi tu nhiéu nha nhan hoc, dan toc hoc uy tin ca trong va ngoai nudc,
v6i nhiéu chii dé nghién ciru, tir van hoa, xa hoi, dén kinh té, méi truong. _Nhirng tham luan tur
hoi thao dugc chon loc va xuat ban trong Hién dai va dong thdi ciia truyen thong o Viét Nam:

nhitng cdch tiép cdn nhan hoc (2010) ¢ thé coi 1a nhimg nghién ctru dac sac va day trién vong
trong diéu kién nhan hoc, nhan hoc vin hoa xuit hién muon tai nhitng qudc gia dang phat trién
nhu Viét Nam.

Tuy mirc d6 dam nhat cta cac dién giai nhan hoc van hoa trong cac tai li€u trén rat khac
nhau, nhung budc dau c¢6 thé qui vé may nét chinh: 1) Nhan hoc vin hoa 1a mot nganh ciia nhan
hoc, twong ty nhu nhéan hoc thé chét, nhan hoc tdm li, nhan hoc biéu tugng, nhan hoc hinh anh,
nhan hoc ngdn ngir, nhan hoc tmg dung ...; 2) Nhan hoc vin hoa c6 d6 mé khao ciru rat 1on dya
trén co ché nghién ciru lién nganh hién nay va vi thé, n6 sin sang c6 mit trong nhiéu linh vuc
nghién ciru, ngay ca nhiing linh vyc tuéng nhu it lién quan nhu chinh tri, phap luat, y té, d6 thi...;
3) Nhan hoc van hoa biéu 16 tinh chét dao dong trong khi mudn chit ché hoa khai niém, boi cac
tu liéu cdu thanh nén nd va tham khao vé né vira & dang 1i thuyét, vua ¢ dang thuc hanh, va vi
thé, nhu phan 16n cac cong trinh trién Kkhai ing dung cho thdy, cac phuong phap tiép can déu rat
linh hoat trong sy chat ch&, nghiém can; 4) Nhan hoc vin héa dang the hién la nganh khoa hoc
gidu tiém nang ¢ Viét Nam, déc biét la khino co thé mang lai nhung tleng noi riéng biét, sdu sdc
va toan dién vé déan toc-qubc gia nay trong thoi diém hoi nhap thé gidi, toan cau hoa®.

Tuy viéc gidi thiéu nhan hoc van héa nhu mot 1i thuyet ¢6 phan thiéu hé thong, nhung gidi
nghién ciru van hoc Viét Nam da nhén thiy day 1a mot tiéng goi moi mé, hap dan. Tiéng goi nay
trude hét duge bat ngudn trong xu hudng nghién ciru van hoc tir van hoéa, véi mirc do phé bién,
ngdy cang tu giac cao va thu nhiéu két qua dang ké. Xu hudng nay dang tré nén khong thua kém
SO VO’l cac xu huong nghién clru van hoc ting ton tai trudc do. Bén canh cac li thuyet cu trac,
giai ciu trac, tu s hoc, héu hién dai, nir quyén luan, dlen ngon,...von da c¢6 vi thé viing chic nho
tap hop duoc s6 dong nguoi theo dudi trién khai, thi, vé co ban, tir gitra thap nién 1990 tro lai
day, nghién ctru van hoc tr van hoa bat dau ndi 1én nhu mot © quyen Iyc moi”, tao ra su chuyen
dich rong hon trén binh dién li thuyét phé binh van hoc: di tir tiép can bén trong van ban, coi van
ban c6 do tu tri khép kin cao (ngi quan) dén d3t van ban trong cac hé qui chiéu ngoai van ban
(ngoai quan). Piéu nay dan dén hé qua 13, tuy khong goi thang tén, nhung cac nghién ctru van
hoc tr van hoa da bao ham céc thao tac, goc nhin nhén hoc van héa ma ¢ do, sy md nhoe nhét
dinh gitta nhan hoc van hoéa va van hoéa hoc c6 thé hiéu 1a vi quan diém vé su tuong tac da chiéu
ctia van hoa d6i v6i van hoc, noi cac van ban vin hoc hoan toan chéip nhan dugc giai ma boi
nhiéu vin ban tri thirc khac nhau, nhim thong hiéu cac 16p nghia van ban vin hoc thau triét nhat.
Dic diém nay c6 thé thay trong cic cong trinh Nho gido va van hoc Viét Nam trung cdn dai
(1995) ctia Tran Binh Huou, Nha nho tai tir va van hoc Viét Nam (1995) va Thuee thé Viét nhin tir
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cac toa do chir (2010) cua Tran Ngoc Vwong, Gidi md van hoc tir md van hoa (2011) cua Trin
Lé Bdo, Tiép cdn van hoc tir goc nhin van héa (2014) ctia L€ Nguyén Can...

Trong nghién ciru van hoc, ¢6 18 DS Lai Thay 1a ngudi dau tién nhic dén thuat ngir nhan
hoc vin héa va phan nao tiép nhan tinh than ctia nganh khoa hoc nay. O cong trinh H6 Xudn
Hueong, hodi niém phon thue (1999), sau khi dé cap dén cac phuong phap tiép can tho Ho Xuan
Huong, D3 Lai Thuy dé ra "dudng dén nhan hoc vin hoa"(11, tr.49). Tuy khong giai thich noi
ham ciing nhu bo khung 1i thuyét cta nhan hoc van hoa, nhung qua nhimng gi tic gia dién giai,
dac biét la mo hinh tiép can tho HO Xuan Huong (khoi tir van hoa dam tuc lan dén tuc tho cung
phon thyc va ¢b két & tin ngudng phdn thuc), cé thé thay day 1a cach nghién ctru van hoc tir vin
héa trén nén tri thire dan tdc hoc, nhan hoc. Cong trinh nay khong chi mang lai mgt cach doc mai
vé Ba Chua tho Nom ma con cho thay loi thé ciia phuong phap lién nganh trong nghién ctru vin
hoc khi n6 cho phép tac gia phuc dung duoc hd so ki tre, tim thirc cong dong va dit 1én vin ban
tho ca dé nhan ra hanh trinh sang tao doc d4do ctia ngudi nghé si. Nguoi thir hai dé cap va dimg
lai 1au hon trong viéc gidi thiéu, tmg dung nhan hoc van hoa dé khao ciru van chuong 13 Tran
Nho Thin, véi cong trinh Van hoc trung dai Viét Nam duoi goc nhin van hoa (2003, 2008). Theo
tac gia, van hoa hoc “cht yéu nghién ctru nhitng gia tri van hoa da duoc ca mot cong dong nhat
dinh thira nhan, d3 duoc dac két qua nhiing chdm ngdn, tuc ngtlt, nhiing kinh sach, nhiing tap tuc
kha phé bién”, con nhan hoc van hoa “chu yéu md ta su trinh dién, sy biéu hién cua céc quan
niém vin hoéa trong doi song hién thuc véi phuong phap khao sat dién dé, quan sat thuc dia hodc
thong qua cac tai liéu khao ¢d hoc, thu tich ghi chép co tinh chit miéu ta thuc dia”(10, tr.15).
Diém dic sic ciia cong trinh ndy, theo chiing toi, 1a xir 1i nhitng van dé 1i luan mang tinh vin hoc
str, thi phap thé loai va tu tuong, phong cach cia cic tac gia, tac pham dudi sy van dong, bién
dbi theo timg thoi doan ciia van hoa dan tdc, van hoa thoi dai. Nhimg kién giai vé bi kich tinh
than cta nha nho Viét Nam véi tinh cach 1a mot nhan vat vin hoa hay xem xét thé giGi nhan vat
Truyén Kiéu dudi pham tru than - tim hodc phat hién “céi t6i” tac gia trong tho trung dai..., nhin
chung, 14 tiéu biéu cho qua trinh "dich thuat" cac y nghia van ban vin hoc trung dai khi tac gia
van dung nhan hoc vén hoa.

Néu khong ban tdm vao phép goi tén phuong phap von giy cam giac clg nhic, thi bubi
binh minh ciia nhan hoc vin hoa trong nghién ctru vin hoc Viét Nam, theo chung toi, han phai ra
doi som hon, tur truge 1945, trong cac tiéu luén cua Pham Quynh ma nbi bat 1a Nguwoi néng dan
Bdc Ky qua tiéng néi binh dan (viét bang tiéng Phap nam 1929, xudt ban nim 1943); hay chuyén
khao Kinh Thi Viét Nam (1940) ciia Truong Tiu. Va xuat sic, c6 tinh kinh dién hon ca 1 cong
trinh Hat déi ciia nam nit thanh nién ¢ Viét Nam (1934) cia Nguyén Van Huyén. Can mot vai
phac thao & day dé 1am rd nhan dinh vira néu.

Dau thé ki XX, trong chién lugc tao dung tiéng néi Viét Nam ban dia, cac tri thirc tin hoc
da, duong nhu rat chi dich, cing gap gd trén duong tim vé vin héa, van hoc dan gian. Lay dir
liéu folklore dé dién giai mot Viét Nam riéng khac, khong nhimng so v6i Trung Hoa ma con véi
cac qudc gia trong khu vuc, dudng nhu trg thanh vu tién hang du va ciing dat hiéu qua nhét. Di
nhién, déng sau lya chon nay, ngoai nd luc thoat khoi am anh vin hoa Han va ap luc van hoa
Phép, con cho thay nén tang hoc van va phuong phép lam viéc thay ddi theo hudng khoa hoc,
hién dai hon. Chang han, véi Pham Quynh, vi 1a tri thire Tay hoc va timg ¢6 quang thoi gian lam
thong ngdn, 6ng da tinh nhay nim duoc phuong phép nghién ctru dia li nhén van dé tim hiéu 10i
an tiéng noi cia nguoi nong dan Bic Ky, noi, vao thoi diém do, van duge coi 1a tiéu biéu cho
tinh cach Viét vi chua bi van hoa méi xam thyce. Coi ca dao, tuc ngit, dan ca la dit kién van hoc -
x4 hoi, Pham Quynh da cit nghia rat tai tinh cac luat tuc, 1& hoi, va nhét 1a "tim hon nguoi dan
qué"(8, tr.65-112). Cach tiép can nay cho the”iy dAu vét cta dan toc hoc van hoc khi xtt 1i cAc mau
hinh ngdn ngii/10i n6i phd bién trong dan gian, nho d6, khai quat dic trung xa hoi hay ding hon,
can tinh (identity) dan toc. Ciing voi cach lam twong ty nhung thién vé phén tich khoa hoc,
Truong Tau da di xa hon khi khao doi sdng xa hoi va doi séng tam li nguoi Viét duoc an tang
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trong ca dao, tuc ngit, thir "thi ca binh dén" theo quan niém cua ong. Nhitng phan tich dén toc
hoc vé gia toc phy hé (phan thir hai, chwong I1I), vé chong nam quyén (chuong 1V), vé doi song
ban nang (chuong VI)..., trong 161 1& hao sang cua Truong Tuu, la hét sirc ‘quan trong dé nhan
thirc lai truyén thong. Kznh Thi Viét Nam da "chimg thuc cai tinh than ¢t yéu cua dan Viét
Nam" trong phong dao 1a "su chéng d6i Nho gido, chéng ddi nan Trung Qudc hoa"(12, tr.774).
Nhin chung, tiéu luan ctia Pham Quynh va Kinh Thi Viét Nam cia Truong Ttru 1a nhiing dan giai
sic sao, thi vi va, diéu nay rat dang luu ¥, déu ndm trong xu huéng khao sat xa hoi Viét Nam tir
vin héa dan gian cuia cic hoc gia Phap by gio, ma dai dién tiéu biéu 1a G. Dumoutier (1850-
1904) v6i Nhitng bai hat va truyén thong binh dan cia nguoi An Nam (1890) hodc L. Cadiére
(1869-1955) véi hang chyc tiéu luan ding trén Tap chi Vién Pong Bac cd, Tap chi Dong Duong,
Tap chi D6 thanh hiéu ¢6'?. So v6i nghién ctru folklore hién nay, cic nghién ctru trén van hét
stc méi, hién dai du bi khuét lap kha lau. Buong nhién, véi cac khao ctru di tim can tinh, tam li
dan toc thi van c6 han ché riéng: quan diém vin hoa nhu 13 sy phong chiéu tam 1y, tinh cach chi
6 thé sang rd va kiém chimg thuyét phuc ¢ nhitng xa hoi van giit 6n dinh cac cau tric truyén
thong nhung s& kho nhan ra & nhiing xa hoi thuong xuyén bién doi, hoic lai pha nhiéu mau hinh.

Truong hop Hdat doi ciia nam nit thanh nién ¢ Viét Nam (1934) c6 d6i chit khac biét.
Cong trinh nay trude hét danh cho doc gia Phap va ra doi trong bdi canh dan toc hoc dang khai
sic & Phap. Chiu anh huéng quan diém cia L. Lévy-Bruhl vé "sy tham du than bi"D, Nguyén
Vin Huyén da c6 mot trién khai ddc sic cta riéng minh khi tim hiéu hat dbi cta thanh nién Bic
bo. Nguyén Vian Huyén chon Lim (pham vi thuc dia), noi luén 1a mot trung tdm hdi he 16n, dé
quan sat, ghi nhan va phan tich kha nang tng ddi, diéu hat, cac nhom tir, cau tho va ca nhiing tin
ngudng, phong tuc lién quan trong hat dbi cua timg nhom trai gai dén tir lang nay, tong kia.
Dung nhu tac gia thira nhan, dé c6 két qua phan tich, cong trinh da "véan dung cac phuong phap
ngdn ngit hoc va dan toc hoc". Né cho phép ngudi nghién ciru "str dung nhiéu phuong tién diéu
tra khac nhau, lam viéc khong cé dinh kién, gidi han va soi sang pham vi nghién clru cua
minh"(6, tr.131-132). Thong qua viéc phén tich ti mi trén phuong dién van ban (161 bai hat), két
hop cdc sy kién xa hoi (1 ho1) quan sat dugc, Nguyén Vin Huyén khong chi dua ra nhiing luan
giai Xuat sdc vé sy ung tac, vé nhip diéu, am thanh cia hat ddi ma con cung cap nhiing chi tiét vé
doi song, tam thai, tap quan cta Viét Nam. Su kién hat ddi dap cho thay tam hdn Viét chua bao
gid triung khit hoan toan véi qua trinh Han hoa dai dang, khdc liét va nhidu hé luy. Chinh khi hat
dbi, nhimg ngudi lao dong chén tay, dén cay, dam thg thu cong hay nhom nguoi budén ban nho
d3 hon nhién, chan chit va manh m& pha v rao ngin cu li trai gai timg rt khic nghiét ma tang
16p qui toc hoc hanh dat ra. S&€ khong qua 101 khi cho rang, v6i cudn sach nay, Nguyén Vin
Huyén di tién phong trong phwong phép, cach thire trién khai nhan hoc vin hoa & Viét Nam.

Nhin lai nhirng cong trinh néu trén, c6 thé thay cac tac gia thuong tap trung vao mot (vai)
yéu tb trong hé thong van hoéa (t6n gido, dao duc chinh tri, lich sir...) va diém thanh céng co ban
cling la giai quyet mdi quan h¢ gitra cac yéu t& d6 voi van hoc. Boi thé van hoa, van chuong
khong nén hiéu 1a cac thanh té tach roi, ma 1a cac kha thé bao boc nhau trong tién trinh lich sir
ctia dan toc va cho phép mot cach dién dich tuong quan, tuong giao: van hoa cua/trong van
chuong va nguoc lai. Khac véi nhin quan van hoc sir tuyén tinh vé sy hinh thanh, phat trlen cta
vin hoc, nghién ctru van chuong tir nhan hoc vin hoa di nguoc chiéu thoi gian da sap san, nhin
the”iy van hoc nhu sy hdi tu cac kinh nghiém van hoa cia cong déng, vi thé, nhin théy tinh cach,
s6 phan cong dong bao luu trong d6. Theo chiéu hudng nay, nhin vin chuong tir van hoa, nhan
hoc vin héa 12 mét cach 14t lai hd so dan toc hoc, dat vao do nhiing kha nang hiéu cin k& con
nguoi, xa hoi, dan toc ¢ nhiing thoi diém cu thé.

Tuy nhién, mot thuc t& hop 1i nhung khong khoi gay ngd ngang 1a pham vi cac cong trinh
néu trén déu tap trung vao vin hoc Viét Nam trung cn dai va van hoc dan gian. Néu coi khoang
cach lich str va khoang cach van hoa la nhimg tré ngai can khic phuc trong viéc tiép nhan van
hoc trung - can dai khién cac nha nghién ciru som di tim phuong phép tiép can tir vin hoa, nhan
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hoc van hoéa thi cling phai thdy rang, sy dang van dong, d6i mai va phic tap cua van hoc hién
dai/duong dai rat can mét dong thai tuong tu. Xin dung lai chéc lat & chu dé néng thon, nong
dan, mot cha dé gan nhu xuyén subt trong van hoc Viét Nam hién dai voi chudi dai tac gia/tac
phém thanh danh, dé ban luan. Theo chung t6i, s€ hitu ich va thu vi néu ddi sanh, chéng han, cai
nhin cta Pierre Gourou (Nguoi néng dan chau thé Bdc ky, 1936), Nguyén Van Vinh (Lang voi
nguoi An-nam, 1931), Nguyen Van Huyén (Vin dé néng dan ¢ Bdc kp, 1939), Pham Quynh &
cac tiéu ludn néu trén v6i Ngd Tat TS & Viéc lang (1940), Trong Lang ¢ Lam ddn (1940) va Thi
vi dong ruong (1944), Vi Trong Phung 0 Vo de (1936), Bui Hién & Nam va (1940) hay nhiéu
truyén ngin cua Nam Cao. Cung thoi diém, cing dbi tugng quan sat nhung cach mo ta cua ho la
khac nhau, va vi thé, s& c6 tuong dong va khac biét trong tAng sdu quan sat, tai hién. Can thiét
phai nhin thay su khac nhau trong cac vin dé nhu mé hinh gia dinh, tap hop nguoi, tap tinh cu
tra, sinh ké, thay vi chi quan tim, tim kiém cac thu phép, dic sic nghé thuat von dugc gan véi
van hoc hién thuc phé phan.

Hién nay, nhin chung, nghién ctru van hoc ¢ Viét Nam van dang c6 hai xu huéng, hodc van
dung 1i thuyét phé binh phuong Téy, hodc thién vé 16i binh giang, phé binh 4n twong. Trong khi
su xich lai gén nhau giita cac nganh xi hoi nhan vian ngay mot rd, thiét nghi, gidi nghién ctru vin
hoc ¢ ta chic chin khong the tu khep kin chuyén moén ciia minh, ma phai huéng sy da dang cua
céc tri thirc kha nhau. Yéu cau nay cing phu hop véi thyc té van chuong va doi song ngay cang
phirc tap, bién doi mau chong Két thuc tiéu luan nay, chung t6i mudn trich nhan dinh cua hoc
gia James Clifford rang "mdi quan hé giita nghién ctru nhan hoc va vin hoc nghé thuat ludn bén
vitng trong thoi dai ctia chiing ta, cAn phai cht tAm" (dén theo 2, tr.33) dé ngd hau chd doi nhiing
dbi thoai, cong hudng tir gidi nghién ctru vin chuong va nhan hoc vin hoa ¢ Viét Nam.
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Lebkowska 1a gido su Dai hoc Jagiellonian, chuyén vé linh viuc Nhan hoc vin chuong va nghién
ctru van hoa; Ryszard Nycz, gido su Pai hoc Jagiellonian, dff)ng thoi lam viéc tai Vién nghién
ctru van hoc (Vién han 1am khoa hoc Ba Lan); Wojciech Burszta, gido su, trudng khoa Nhéan hoc
van hoa ctia Pai hoc KHXH-NV Warsaw; Michal Pawel Markowski, gido su Pai hoc Illinois &
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(3): Muc Anthropological objects (nhimg chu dé nhan hoc) trong Encyclopedia of Social
and Cultural Anthropology ¢6 dén 101 muyc tir, sy liét ké cua ching 01 ¢ ddy mang tinh chat lya
chon ngau nhién.

(4): Xem thém: R. Barthes, The Rustle of Language, translated by Richard Howard,
University of California Press, 1989.

(5): Tham khao thém céc ban luan, gidi thiéu vé li thuyét trong nhan hoc trong: Robert H.

Lavenda, Emily A. Schultz, Core Concepts in Cultural Anthropology, 3" ed, McGraw-Hill
Education, 2007, pp. 209-229.

(6): Xem thém: J. Schalaeger [ed], The Anthropological Turn in Literary Studies, Gunter
Narr Verlag, Tubingen, 1996.

(7): Piéu nay c6 thé thay trong mot sd cudn sach cong cu nhu: Andrew Edgar and Peter
Sedgwick [Edit], Cultural Theory.: The Key Concepts, Second Edition, Routledge, 2008; Ann B.
Dobie, Theory in Practice: An Introduction to Literary Criticism, Third Edition, Wadsworth
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Publishing, (2012); Simon Malpas and Paul Wake [Edit], The Routledge Companion to Critical
and Cultural Theory, Second Edition, Routledge, (2013); Michael Ryan [G. Editor], The
Encyclopedia of Literary and Cultural Theory, Blackwell Publishing, (2011)...

(8): Xem thém tong thuat: Anna Lebkowska, "Between the Anthropology of Literature and
Literary Anthropology" trong Teksty Drugie, s6 2 (2012), pp. 19-29.

(9): Theo nha nhan hoc Luong Vin Hy, trong thap ki tir 1996 dén 2006, da c6 48 luan an
tién si nhan hoc vé Viét Nam di duoc bao vé trén khip thé gii. Nhung ch1 ¢6 “11 trong sb 48
ludn 4n nay la do nhiing nghién ctru sinh Viét Nam di hoc ¢ nu6e ngoai viét” (Luong Vin Hy,
“Lorl tira” trong Nhiéu tac gia, Hién dai va déng thdi cua truyén thong ¢ Viét Nam: nhitng cdch
tiép cdn nhan hoc, NXB BHQG TpHCM, 2010). Con s6 nay qua 1a nho bé so véi cac nudc co
nganh nhan hoc 1au nim. Chang han, & My, theo thdng ké nam 1996, khoang 90 trudong dai hoc
cap chimng 400 hoc vi tién si vé nhan hoc hang nam.

(10): Pic biét 1a cac tiéu luan: Triét hoc dan gian Viét Nam: vii tru quan (1907-1908,
Revue Anthropos); Nhdn sinh quan dan gian nguwoi An Nam (1915, BEFEO); Phong tuc dan
gian tqi thung liing Nguon Son (1902, BEFEO)...

(11): Lucien Levy-Bruhl (1857-1939) la nha triét hoc, xa hoi hoc Phap. Trong cong trinh
Kinh nghiém than bi va cdc biéu twong ¢ nguoi nguyén thity (1938) dng dwa ra su phan biét gitra
tam thirc nguyén thiy va tam thirc hién dai. Theo do, tam thirc nguyén thuy hoat dong dua trén
su than bi va tap thé, tién lo-gic va chiém nghiém, theo qui luat sy tham dy: ngudi nguyén thiy
coi thé giéi hitu hinh va vo hinh 1a mét; sy trao doi qua lai gitia cai ma ching goi 1a hién thuc
cam nhan duoc v6i nhimg strc manh than bi 1a thuong xuyén. Nguyén Vin Huyén coi L. Lévy-
Bruhl 1a "nha tu tudng 16n" va tiép thu nhiéu quan diém, phuong phap cua ong. Co thé thay dicu
nay trong cach Nguyén Van Huyén mo ta chi tiét mot ngdi dinh, mot 18 hoi, phong tuc 18 bai, 18
tét nham tién dén nhan dién tu duy, tim li ngudi xua, ¢ loat nghién ctru cong phu nhu: Gop phan
nghién ciru mot vi thanh hoang Viét Nam: Ly Phuc Man (1938), Hoi Phi Poéng mot tran danh
than ky trong truyén thuyét Viét Nam (1938), Hat va miia Ai Lao & héi Phit Pong Bdc Ninh
(1941), Tét Nguyén dan cia nguoi Viét Nam (1941), Tét trung thu cia nguoi Viét Nam (1942),
Chong han trong tdp qudn Viét Nam (1944),...
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