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Abstract: Writing skills are recognized by most English learners in Vietnam as a big challenge. One of
the indispensable elements to constituting a complete article in English is the use of word combinations.

However, many English learners, including students at universities, often make mistakes when combining
words. This study aims to understand the types of word combinations commonly used by students and the

common mistakes they make when they write essays in English. The authors use the document observation

tool, or specifically the student’s essay, to collect the necessary data for the research, then conduct analysis

by means of text analysis with the system. suitable encoding. Research results show that verb-noun and
adjective-noun combinations are used the most by students. On the other hand, verb-noun and adjective-

noun combination are the two types of student word combinations that have the highest frequency of
mistakes, Meanwhile, the noun-verb combination has the highest error rate. When using the wrong word
combinations, students often make mistakes in verbs and adjectives. Based on these results, the authors
propose some measures to help teachers and students themselves overcome mistakes when combining
words.

Keywords: Word combinations, writing skills, essay writing, word association errors, nouns, verbs,

adjectives, adverbs

1. Pit van dé

Tai truong Pai hoc Thuong mai, hé Dao tao quéc
té (PTQT) du ra doi chua lau, nhung lai ¢6 kha nang
thu hut sinh vién 16n. Nhan thiy tim quan trong cua
viéc phat trién k¥ nang viét néi chung, ciing nhu ddi
v6i ddi tugng sinh vién thudc hé dao tao quéc té,
nhom tac gia quyét dinh thyc hién nghién ciru vé két
hop tir cia sinh vién khi viét hoc thuat, cu thé 1a viét
luan, nhim tim ra nhiing loai két hop tr sinh vién
thuong sir dung, ciing nhu nhimg loai két hop tir cc
em thuong mic 16i. D6i tuong nghién ciru 1 sinh
vién nam tha hai thuoc hé DTQT, truong Pai hoc
Thuong mai dang hoc hoc phan Tiéng Anh 4 13 hoc
phin cudi cung trong hai ndm hoc k¥ ning tiéng cta
hé DTQT. O hoc phan nay, sinh vién duoc hoc ki
hon vé cach viét hoc thuat, cu thé 14 viét luan. Do han
ché vé mit thoi gian va kha nang, nhom tac gia quyét
dinh lwa chon nghién ctru 2 16p hoc phan Tiéng Anh
4 v6i tong s6 50 sinh vién, tuong duong 50 bai luan.
Bai Iuan dugc luya chon 1a bai luén trong dé kiém tra
viét gitra ky cua hoc ph;‘in. Dé thuc hién muc tiéu ndi
trén, nhom tac gia nghién ciru va tim kiém céu tra 1oi
cho hai cau hoi nghién ctru sau:

1. Sinh vién thuong sir dung loai két hop tir ndo
khi viét bai lugn?

2. Sinh vién thuwong mdc 16i gi khi sit dung cdc két
hop tir trong bai lugn?

Thong qua nghién ctru nay, nhom tac gia hi vong
nghién ctru ¢6 thé dong gop mot phan cho nghién
ctru trong cha dé lién quan dén kha ning sir dung
két hop tir trong tiéng Anh néi chung, ciing nhu kha
nang sir dung két hop tir cta sinh vién dai hoc noi
riéng. Két qua nghién ctru ¢6 thé gitip gido vién tim
ra nhitng phuong phap hitu ich khi day k§ ning viét.
Nghién ctru nay con 1a mot ngudn tham khao c6 gia
tri cho cac nha nghién ctru quan tdm téi chu dé nay.
2. N§i dung nghién ciru

Nhu di trinh bay ¢ trén, nghién ciru ndy nham
tim hiéu nhiing loai két hop tir thuong dwoc sinh vién
sir dung khi viét luan, ciing nhu 1i cac em thuong
méc phai khi sir dung cac loai két hop tir. Bé thuc
hién muc ti€u nay, nhom tac gia quyét dinh lya chon
phuong phéap nghién ctru dinh tinh véi cong cu chinh
la phan tich ndi dung cho nghién ctru nay. Phuong
phap nay gitp nhom tac gid khdm phé nhiing gi duoc
truyén tai thong qua hanh vi, hanh dong va twong tac
gifra nguoi voi nguodi. Phuong phap nghién ctu dinh
tinh cling phu hop voi cac nghién ciru ¢ cip do vi mo
hon so v&i phuong phap dinh luong.

2.1. Loai két hop tir sinh vién thwong ding khi viét
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bai lugn tiéng Anh

Khi phan tich bai luén cta sinh vién, nhém tac gia
d3 xac dinh 187 két hop tir thudc sau loai khac nhau.
Nhin chung, két hop dong tir-danh tir duoc sir dung
nhiéu nhat véi ti 18 40,6%; va xép thir hai 1a két hop
tinh tir-danh tir chiém 36,9%. Mit khac, loai két hop
tu duoc sinh vién st dung nhiéu tht ba trong sau loai
1a két hop dong ti-trang tir, nhung loai két hop tir
nay chi chiém ti 18 13,5%, thap hon gan ba lan so v6i
két hop dong tir-danh tir. Trong cac bai luan dugc lua
chon nghién ctru, cac loai két hop tir con lai bao gdbm
két hop trang tu-tinh tur, lwgng tir-danh tir va danh
tu-dong tu rat it khi duoc st dung voi ti 1€ lan luot 1a
4,8%, 2,1% va 2,1%. Khi xem xét chi tiét hon timg
bai ludn, nhom tic gia di nhan thy kha nhiéu thong
tin tha vi. S6 liéu sir dung két hop tir cu thé duogc
trinh bay trong bang sau.
Bdng 2.1. Cdc két hop tir dwoc sir dung trong moi bai

ludn cua sinh vién
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Trong hau hét cac bai luan, loai két hop tir dugc
sir dung nhiéu nhét 1a két hop dong tir-danh tir va tinh
tir-danh tir, trir bai ludn s6 31 va 47 voi két hop dong
tu-trang tu dugc st dung nhiéu nhat. Bén canh do,
nhom tac gia con nhan théy su chénh 1éch 16n vé sb
luong két hop tir sir dung trong 50 bai. Mot vai sinh
vién sir dung nhiéu két hop tir trong bai luan, vi du
nhu bai s6 1, 2 va 10 véi lan luot 17, 13 va 14 két
hop tir; trong khi do, rat nhiéu sinh vién khac dién dat
¥ bang cdu dai nhung lai ding rat it cac két hop ti.
Bai luan s6 20 va 37 1a hai bai luén tiéu biéu thudc
nhém nay. Trong mdi bai, sinh vién chi str dung hai
két hop tir. Ngoai ra, so vé6i tong do dai dugc yéu cau
cua bai luan la khoang 250 tur, nhin chung, ti 1€ st
dung két hop tir trong bai luan cua sinh vién con kha
it; bai luan c¢6 s lugng két hop tir cao nhat 13 bai sb
1 v6i 17 két hop tir. Tom lai, dui c6 ton tai sy khac
biét gilta cac bai luan, nhung xét trén téng thé, két
hop dong tir-danh tir va tinh tir-danh tir 1 hai loai két

Bai |L1|L2 |13 |L4 |15 |L6 |Tong |Bai |L1 |12 |L3 |14 |L5 |16 |Téng | 9P tir duoc phan 16n sinh
vién su dung nhiéu nhat khi
1 8|/ 6l0|2]0|1]17]26/3]0 0|01 0 viét Tuan,
2 9l4]0jojofo| 13 |27/4] 3 ]0]0]0]0 2.2. Nhiing 15i két hop tir
3 3/0/0(0/0|0] 3 |28|1 |2 ]0|0|0|0] 3 thuwong gdp cua sinh vién
4 3/3/0lojo|1| 7 [29/8] 5 00|01/ 13 khi viét ludn )
5 [3/1/0/1/0/0| 5 |3]0l6 0/0l1]2]09 . Trong 11187 ket h;’(f)’ bm
im thay t 3
6 s5/3/0jojojo| 8 (30| 1|00 02| 3 uoc tim thay ftrong >0 bai
luan dugc lya chon nghién
7 4(2/0/0/0|0| 6 (32|53 0|0 00| 8 ciru, nhém téc gia da phat
8 214,070]0/10 6 34,1 01010 5 hién 51 101 sai cua sinh vién.
9 413/0(0/02| 9 |34 2|10 0[0]|]0| 3 Biéu do sau day minh hoa 101
100 [12/1/0/0o|1|1] 14 |3 /3 2]0l0o/l0]|0]| 5 sinh vién mac phai dua trén
m |2/7/1]ofolo] 10 36|13 0l0olo]o] 4 céclogikéthep tir.
Theo biéu d6 trén, sinh
12 (92000 1| 123720 0/ 0[0 0] 2 S S O
vién mac nhiéu 10i nhat khi
13 (4/0/0[0|0|0| 4 [38|2]|0/|1]0/0 0] 3 sit dung két hop dong ti-
14 |3/1/0]0]0]0] 4 [39]6] 0 ]0]0]1]0] 7 danh tir v6i tong cong 32 16i,
15 |5/1,0/0|0|1] 7 |4 3|3 |0]|0|0]|1]| 7 chiém ti 1& 62,7% trén tong
16 4151010/ 010 9 41 | 5 0 olo|l o2 7 s0 101. Xép thtr hai 1a cac 101
17 (12010 0] 4 |25 1 2/0l0]0] 7 lién quan den ket hop tinh tir-
danh tir voi 13 161. Mat khac,
18 |21 ,0/0/0|0| 3 |46 0/]0|0|0]|0] 6 o
trong 50 bai luan, sinh vién
19 j2j2j0j0jojt} 5 |4 )5]1]0]0j0]2] 8 rét it khi méc 15i khi str dung
20 [2/0(0[0|0|0| 2 |45 2|0 0/0|0|0| 2 céc loai két hop tir khac, dic
20 (4/0/0/0|0|1| 5 |4 /3 2 ]0/0|0]|0]| 5 biét, v6i ba loai két hop tur:
2 440|000 8 |47l2] 1000 3] 6 lugng tir-danh tur, trang tu-
23 |2/3]0/0]0|2| 5 |48 ]3] 1 |0|o|o]|1]| 5 | ¢tinhtrvadong ti-trang ti,
sinh vién chi mac mdt 10i.
24 (2020021 5 |42 1[0 0]0 3 « . X
Nhu vay, dya trén co cau 101,
25 |2]2]0j0f2]2] 8 |01 ]2 ]0j0]0]O] 3 loai két hop tir sinh vién méc
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nhiéu 151 nhat khi sir dung 1a két hop dong tir-danh tir
va tinh tu-danh tur.

Bén canh dé, dé c6 két qua toan dién hon, nhém
tac gia thuc hién phén tich twong quan giita tin sut
sir dung két hop tir va sb 1an mic 13i trong bai luan
ctia sinh vién. Két qua phan tich duoc trinh bay trong
Bang 2.2 dudi day.

Bdng 2.2. Twong quan giita tan sudt sit dung két hop
tir va s6 lan mdc 16i

STT |Loai két hop tir Tén suét |S6 1an méc 15i | Ti 1¢
Pong tir-Danh tur 76 32 42,1%
Tinh tir-Danh tir 69 13 18,8%
Danh ttr-Bong tur 4 3 75%
Luong tir-Danh tir 4 1 25%
Trang tu-Tinh tur 9 1 11,1%
Dong tur-Trang tir 25 1 4%

Theo két qua trinh bay trong bang 2.2, rd rang loai
két hop dong ti-danh tir ¢6 s6 1an méc 16i cao nhat
(32 1an), nhung khi d6i sanh véi tan suit sir dung
(76 lan), thi day khong 1a loai két hop tir sinh vién
thuong mic 16i. Thay vao d6, két hop danh tir-dong
tir v6i 3 1an méc 16i/4 1an st dung 13 loai két hop tir
¢6 ti 1¢ mic 15i cao nhat, chiém 75%. Dimg thir hai
1a két hop dong tir-danh tir voi ti 18 42,1%. Ti 1¢ méc
15i thap nhét 1a loai két hop dong ti-trang tir voi ti 16
4%. T nhitng s6 lidu phén tich ké trén, nhom tac gia
nhén théy réng sinh vién duong nhu giap kho khan
khi sir dung két hop danh tir va dong tir. Dé xéc nhan
danh tir hay dong tir 1a yéu t6 chinh khién sinh vién
méc 18i, nhom tac gia da tién hanh xem xét lai céac
16i lién quan dén két hop danh tir-dong tir va dong
tir-danh tir. Trong tong sb 35 lan méc 13i khi két hop
danh tir va dong tir, chii yéu cac 1i cua sinh vién 1a
do st dung dong tir sai voi 32 lan mac 16i. Cac 16
sir dung dong tir sai bao gdm sir dung sai dong tir, vi
du nhu “receive consequences” (cach st dung ding:
“suffer from consequences”), hodc sir dung sai dang
cta dong tur, vi du nhu “the problem arisen” (cach sir
dung dung: “the problem arose™). Mit khac, khi két
hop danh tir va dong tir, sinh vién chi mac ba 1i véi
danh tir bao gdm hai 16i do ding sai dang cua danh
tir va mot 16i do dung sai danh tir. Nhu vay, dua trén
két qua phan tich s6 liéu, nhom tac gia suy ludn rang
sinh vién gdp kho khan khi st dung dong tir trong
cac két hop tir. V& hai loai két hop tir con lai 1a trang
tu-tinh tor va dong tu-trang tu, tan suat sir dung hai
loai két hop tir nay khong cao va s6 16i sinh vién mac
cling khong nhiéu, cu thé 1a mot 151 mdi loai. Vé 16i
ctia hai loai két hop tir ndy, sinh vién déu sir dung sai
trang tr hodc sai dang cua trang tir. Tuy nhién, do s6
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luong 161 khong du nhiéu, nén nhém tac gia chua co
du co s dé két luan vé yéu té gay kho khin cho sinh
vién khi st dung hai loai két hop tir nay. Nhin chung,
dua trén sb lugng 16i, két hop dong tu-danh tur va
tinh tir-danh tir 13 hai loai két hop tir c¢6 s6 luong 15i
nhiéu nhat; trong khi d6, dua trén ti 16 mac 15i, két
hop danh tir-dong tir va dong tir-danh tir ¢6 ti 1é mic
16i cao nhat. Nhu vay, nhom tac gia co thé két luan
rang két hop dong ti-danh tir 13 loai két hop tir sinh
vién méc 13i nhiéu nhét. V& tinh chat cc 15i sinh vién
mic phai, co thé chia thanh hai loai chinh 1 lua chon
tur sai va dung sai dang cua tu. Trong d6, lua chon tu
sai la khi sinh vién sit dung sai mot hodc ca hai tir
trong mot két hop tir; va dung sai dang cta tir 1a khi
sinh vién ding sai dang ciia mot tir trong két hop tir.
3. Két luan

Trén day 1a mot s6 dé xuat ctia nhom tac gia cho
hoat dong day va hoc két hop tir trong cac gid hoc
tiéng Anh. Do yéu t6 mat thoi gian va kha nang, han
ché 1a khong thé tranh khoi. Trudc hét, nghién ctiu
nay chi phan tich 50 bai viét cua sinh vién. S5 luong
nay mic du chua du 16n dé dai dién cho kha ning
viét va str dung két hop tir cua sinh vién, nhung ciing
1a mot ngudn tham khao hiru ich cho gido vién va
sinh vién quan tim t&i chu dé nay. Ngoai ra, nghién
ctru chi tap trung vao muyc dich tim ra loai két hop
tir thuong duoc sinh vién sir dung va 15i két hop tir
sinh vién thudng mac phai, nhung chua dé cip t6i
nguyén nhan giy ra nhimg 15i nay. Vi thé, nguyén
nhan ddng sau cach sir dung sai két hop tir cta sinh
vién c6 thé 1a mot hudng nghién ctru tiém nang trong
linh vyc nay. Tém lai, du con mdt s6 han ché nhu da
néu, nhung nhom téc gia tin rang nghién ctru nay da
¢6 nhitng dong goép hitu ich cho hoat dong day va
hoc tiéng Anbh tai bac dai hoc, gitip sinh vién cha y
hon vé str dung két hop tir trong vén viét, va cai thién
kha ning sir dung két hop tir ctia cac em trong hién
tai va tuong lai.
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