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Abstract: Writing an academic paragraph has been considered as a challenging task for EFL learner since
it requires learners the capacity to utilize language correctly and communicate thoughts coherently.

Although researches on language errors in English composition have been conducted, less attention has
been paid to errors in paragraph unity. Applying Error Analysis, this study scrutinizes comprehensively
and presents the types and frequencies of errors related to unity in 65 paragraphs produced by first-year
English majored students at University of Foreign Languages and International Studies, Hue University.
All the errors committed by the students were analysed using error analysis classification by Liu and
Wang (2011). Analyses of these errors revealed that among the three factors breaking paragraph unity,
irrelevant supporitng sentences accounted for the largest percentage (83,5%), followed by ineffective

concluding sentence (8,5%) and errors in topic sentence (6,0%).
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1. Pit van dé

Ldi duoc xem 1a biéu hién quan trong cua sy phat
trién ngdn ngit véi y nghia rang 15i ciia ngudi hoc
cung cip bang ching vé cach ngdn ngir duge tiép
thu va nhitng chién luoc ma nguoi hoc dang sir dung
dé kham pha ngon ngit (Corder, 1967). Phan tich 15i
(Error Analysis) 1a cong cu gitip gido vién day tiéng
Anh xéc dinh cac vin dé trong viéc hoc ngdn ngit
bang cach cung cip cai nhin sdu sic vé qua trinh tiép
thu ngén ngt thi hai cua nguoi hoc (Sarfraz, 2011).

Tai truong Dai hoc Ngoai ngir, Pai hoc Hué, SV
khoa Tiéng Anh hoc hoc phan Viét 1 vao hoc ky dau
tién clia nam thir nhat. Thyc té giang day cho thdy
thyuc trang mic 13i khi viét doan van cua SV nam thir
nhit 14 van dé dang luu tam. bé nang cao chat luwong
bai viét, viéc tim hiéu cac van dé kho khan, dac biét
1a nhirg khé khan lién quan dén té chic v tudng
trong doan vin - yéu t6 khong thé thiéu dé dat dén
su thanh thao trong k¥ nang Viét - ¢6 tim quan trong
dang ké (Korth va dong sw, 2017). Tinh théng nhat
ctia doan vin 1a mot trong cac tiéu chi lién qua dén
t6 chirc ¥ teong dé danh gia mot doan vén tét (Bram,
1995). Vi vay, nghién clru nay tap trung phan tich va
tim ra cac 16i vé tinh thong nhit ma SV niam thir nhat
thuong gap khi viét doan van trong hoc ph?m Viét

1. Nghién ctru nay su dung phuong phap phan tich
16i nham tra 151 cho cau hoi nghién ciru chinh: “SV
nam tht nhit khoa Tiéng Anh Trudng Pai hoc Ngoai
Ngit, Pai hoc Hué thuong méc phai nhing 1i vé tinh
théng nhit nao khi viét doan van?”

2. N§i dung nghién ciru

2.1. Phwong phdp “Phdén tich 16i”

Ridha (2012) dinh nghia “phan tich 16i” (EA) Ia
qua trinh quan sat, phan tich va phan loai cac sai 1éch
vé quy tic ngdn ngir thir hai, va tir d6 tim ra cac hé
théng quy tic ma ngudi hoc ngdn ngit d6 sir dung.
Phan tich 18i gitp cac nha ngdn ngit hoc hd trg cho
nguoi hoc ngoai ngir thong qua dao tao gido vién
nham hd tro ho xac dinh va phan loai 16i viét cta
ngudi hoc, ciing nhu gitip ho ap dung cac chién luge
thich hgp trong qua trinh gidng day cua minh (Kwok,
1998).

2.2. Viét doan van

Theo Mayers (2006), doan vin tiéng Anh co ba

phén quan trong nhu sau:
2.2.1. Cdu chi dé: phéac thao y chinh ctia doan vin
ma ph?ln con lai cua doan van do s€ tap trung vao.
Reid (2000) 1ap luan rang mot cau chu dé tét bao
gdém hai phan: chi d& va ¥ tuong kiém soat (con-
trolling idea). Chu d& 1a chu d& ma doan vin dang
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viét v&. Y tudng kiém soat gidi han chu dé cua doan
van vao mét khia canh lién quan dén chu dé do.
2.2.2.Cdu bé tro: Alice va Patricia (2005) dinh nghia
cac cau bd 1a cac cdu giai thich va bd tro thém cho
cau chi d&. Nhom cu bd tro ¢o nhiém vu cung cép
thong tin va phat trién y tuéng duoc thé hién trong
cau chu dé béng cach dua ra ly do, vi duy, su kién, )
lidu thong ke, trich dan, v.v.

2.2.3. Cdu két lugn: Katharina (2016) chi ré rﬁng
cdu két ludn phuc vu ba muc dich nhw sau: 1) bao
hiéu sy két thuc cua doan vin, 2) tom tat nhiing diém
chinh ctia doan van; 3) dua ra nhéan xét cudi cung vé
chii d& va dé lai cho nguoi doc nhimng y tuéng quan
trong nhat de suy ngh1

Trong s cac yéu t6 quyet dinh chat luong cta
mot doan van, cac yéu té duoc cong nhan rong rai
hon ca la tinh hoan thién, tinh thong nhét va tinh
mach lac (Lestari, 2001). Nghién clru nay tap trung
chi yéu vao tinh thong nhét ciia doan van. Oshima va
Hogue (1999) chi ra ring mot doan vin dat duoc tinh
théng nhét khi toan bd doan van thao luan vé mot va
chi mét y chinh tir ddu dén cudi. Mdi cau bo tro phai
truc tiép giai thich va hd trg cho y chinh da néu trong
ciu chu dé.

Tir cac dinh nghia trén, 13i vé tinh thong nhét cta
doan van c6 thé biéu hién dudi cac hinh thire sau:

- Poan van khéng ¢6 céu chu dé.

- Cau chu dé khong co ¥ tuong kiém soat, hodc
¢6 nhiéu hon mot y tuong kiém soat, hodc cau chu
dé quéa rong, hodc cau chi d& qua hep, khong thé
phat trién, hodc cau chu d& khong bao quat hét cac ¥
tuong dugc néu trong doan van.

- Théng tin trong cdu bd trg khong tryc tiép giai
thich va hd trg cho luan diém dugc néu trong cau
chu dé.

- Cau két luan thiéu tinh logic, khong phai 1a két
luan duoc rat ra tir cac chi tiét trong doan van.

2.3. Phuwong phdp nghién ciru

2.3.1. Poi tuwong nghién ciru: Gom 70 doan vin thé
loai néu ¥ kién (opinion paragraph) viét boi SV nam
thir nhét khoa Tiéng Anh thudc cic nhoém 16p dang
theo hoc hoc phén Viét 1 tai Truong Dai hoc Ngoai
ngit, Pai hoc Hué.

Poan van néu y kién 1a mot trong cac thé loai
doan vin SV can niam theo huéng dan trong D&
cuong chi tiét hoc phan Viét 1. Poan vian sir dung dé
phan tich trong nghién ciru ndy 13 mot phan cua bai
kiém tra giita ky ctia SV vé chu dé “Your idol”, mot
chu dé trong gido trinh chinh ctia hoc phan Viét 1.
2.3.2. Khach thé nghién ciru: Gom 70 SV nam thir
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nhit khoa Tiéng Anh, do tudi tir 18 dén 20 tudi,
thudc 02 nhom 16p dang theo hoc hoc phan Viét 1
tai Truong Dai hoc Ngoai ngil, Pai hoc Hué. Nhom
dbi twong SV nay c6 nén tang khac nhau. Mot s6 dén
tir céc thanh phd 16n, mot sé dén tir ving ndéng thén
hodc mién nui, dan dén su chénh léch nhit dinh trong
nang luc ngoai ngit ctia nhém khéach thé nghién ciru.
2.2.3.Phuwong phap phdn tich div liéu

C6 70 doan van dung cho nghién ctu nay dugc
phan tich 13i vé tinh théng nhat diwa trén hé thong
phan loai 16i ¢ cdp d6 doan vin cua Liu va Wang
(2011), phiéu danh gia doan vian dugc thiét ké boi
Davoudi va déng su (2015) va tiéu chi danh gia doan
vin ctia Oshima va Hogue (1999), cu thé:

- L&i & cau chi dé: 1a cac 16i do (1) khong c6 cau
chu dé, hodc (2) cau chu d& khong co ¥ tuong kiém
soat, hodc (3) cau chu dé c6 nhidu hon mot y tuong
kiém soat, hodc (4) cau chi d& qua rong, hoic (5)
ciu chu dé& qua hep, khong thé phat trién, hoic (6)
cau chu dé khong bao quat hét cac y tuong duge néu
trong doan van.

- L01 & cau bo tro: khong cung cap thong tin lién
quan can thiét dé phat trién, 1am r5 luan diém néu
trong cau chu dé.

L4i & cau két luan: thiéu tinh logic, khong phai
1a két luan duoc rat ra tir cac chi tiét trong doan van.

Céc doan van duoc thu thdp sau d6 dugc phan
tich dé xac dinh va phan loai cac 16i & cé\p do doan
van SV da mic phai dya vao hé théng phén loai 15i
néu trén. Mdi loai 131 sau d6 duoc kiém tra tan sudt
xuét hién dé tim ra loai 181 nao 1a pho bién nhat trong
cac doan vin néu quan diém cua SV nam thir nhét
chuyén nganh tiéng Anh.

2.4. Két qud nghién ciru

Dua trén cac yéu t6 161 & cAu chu dé, cau b tro va
cau két luan néu trén, cac bang sau day mo ta, théng
ké céc 16i vé tinh thong nhit doan van do SV nam thi
nhét khoa Tiéng Anh Truong Dai hoc Ngoai ngit, Dai
hoc Hué mic phai.

Bdng 2.1. Léi vé tinh thong nhdt doan vin

STT |Loai 15i Tén sudt | Phén trdm

1 Ldi & cau chu dé 5 6%

2 LAi & ciu bd tro 71 85.5%

3 Ldi & cau két luan 7 8.5%
Téng sb 15 83

T bang sb lidu trén co thé théy, 4] cép do doan
van, SV mic 16i vé tinh théng nhét cua doan van thé
hién nhiéu nhét & cau bo trg (71/83 16i, chiém 85.5%
tong 151 vé tinh thong nhat). Dudi day 1a mot s6 vi du
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vé cac cau bo trg khong tryuc tiép giai thich va hd tro
cho luan diém duge néu trong cau chu dé:

My sister is an idol of mine for the following
reasons. The first, my sister sets an example for me in
study. She has always been a hard worker in studying
and she always guide me in how to eat and drink.
When eating and drinking, she is always careful and
gentle.

Trong vi du nay, chi tiét “she always guide me in
how to eat and drink. When eating and drinking, she
is always careful and gentle” hoan toan khong lién
quan dén 1ap luan trong y 16n “sets an example for
me in study”. Sy xuét hién cta cac y bo tro khong lién
quan nay di pha v& tinh thong nhat cia cac doan vian.

Trong tong s6 83 15i vé tinh thong nhit doan vin,
SV mic 5 18i & cau chii dé (chiém 6,0%) va 7 18i &
cau két luan (chiém 8.5%).

Bdng 2.2. Loi tinh théng nhdt doan van thé hién &
cdu chi @é cua doan van

STT | Céc 16i ¢ cau chu dé cia doan vin Tan | Phan
suat | tram
1 Khéng c6 cau chu dé 1 20%
Céu chu dé khong c6 y tuong kiém soat. |0 0%
3 Céu chu d& c6 nhidu hon mot y tudng 0 0%
kiém soat.
Céu chu d& qué rong. 0 0%
5 Céu chu dé& qué hep, khong thé phat trién. |2 40%
6 Céu chi d& khong bao quat hét cac y tuong | 2 40%
duoc néu trong doan van.

Céc 16i cu thé & cau chi d& ma nhém SV tham
gia nghién ctru méc phai 13 khong c¢6 céu cha dé (1
doan), cau chu dé qua hep (2 doan), va cau chu dé
khong bao quat hét y tuong trong doan (2 doan).
Diéu déng luu y & day 1a SV khong pham phai cac
16i nhu khéng c6 y tuong kiém soat hay c¢6 nhiéu hon
mot y tuong kiém soat & cau cha d&, hay 16i cau chu
dé qua rong.

Vi du vé 18i ¢ cau chit dé 1am phé v& tinh thong
nhét cua doan vin:

Thuy Tien is a person with a great influence in the
entertainment world. She has a good appearance. She
has a very white skin. She has an ideal model height
of 167cm. Her face is vline. In addition, she also has
apowerful voice. With a strong and clear voice, Thuy
Tien has attracted a large fan base, and become one
of the top famous singers in the Vietnamese music
industry. In 2010, Thuy Tien’s album “Happy house”
has 8 songs nominated for “Golden song”. [...]

Trong vi du nay, ¥ tudng kiém soat chi giéi han
trong pham vi “a great influence in the entertainment
world”, trong khi d6 cic cau bd tro cung cip céac
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thong tin lién quan dén cac yéu t6 din dén sy thanh
cong cua Thuy Tien — chu d& cua doan vin. Nhu vay
¥ twong kiém soat da that bai trong viéc bao quat toan
bd ndi dung doan van.

Sau day 1a vi du vé cau két luan thiéu tinh logic,
khong phai 1a két luan duoc rat ra tir cac chi tiét trong
doan van.

Suzy is my idol for the following reasons. The

first, she is a person who has many outstanding

talents. [...] She is well-known for not only her
talents but also she has an enchanting beauty. [ ...] In
conclusion, untill now, I am still fascinated by those
talents and personality.

Trong khi trén, cau két luan dé cap mot chi tiét
(personality) khong dugc trinh bay trong ndi dung
doan, va khong nhic dén mot y lon khac da dugc
phan tich 1a enchanting beauty.

3. Két luan

Bai viét tong hop va phan tich 15i vé tinh thong
nhat cua doan vin trong 70 bai van néu y kién cta
SV nam thir nhit tai Truong Pai hoc Ngoai ngii, Dai
hoc Hué. Phan tich 16i chi ra c6 83 13i vé tinh thong
nhét, dugc phan thanh ba nhém 16i: 16i & cau chi
dé, 156i & cau bo tro, va 16i & cau két luan. Trong do,
16i & cau bo tro chiém ti 1¢ 16n nhét, tiép theo 1a 15i
& cau két luan, chiém ti 1& thdp nhét 1a 18i & cau chu
dé. Nhu vy c6 thé thay, SV nam thir nhit van con
gip kho khan trong viéc dam bao tinh thong nhat
tuong trong mot doan van néu y kién. Nghién ctru
khuyén nghi rang hoat dong stra bai viét do gido vién
thuc hién can luu ¥ sao cho SV ¢6 thé nhén thiy cac
16i nay, cing nhu tu chinh bai viét ciia minh va tao
ra phién ban méi tot hon dua trén phén stra cua bai
viét cil.
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