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Abstract: A synonym is a word or phrase that has the same or nearly the same meaning as another
word or phrase in the same language. It is important to use synonyms because they help to enhance the
writing quality and provide readers with a crisp and unique outlook of the text. Furthermore, it can also
improve both oral and writing skills, as explained ahead. However, exploring synonyms can be a handy
and unique approach. This study is an attempt to investigate synonymy in business English. It is expected
that the findings of the study will help learners gain useful insight into the formation, characteristics and
classification of synonyms, therefore they can convey information more accurately and effectively.
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1. Pit vin dé

Nghia cua tu, cling nhu nghia ciia ngdn nglt néi
chung 14 mot san pham vian hoa tinh than, tim 1i cua
con ngudi. Nghia 1a thanh td cdu tao ngdn ngit, dong
thoi 1a thanh t6 cta vin héa tinh than (Lé Quang
Thiém, 2015). Cac mdi quan hé vé nghia nhu dong
nghia, trai nghia, dong am, tir da nghia, v.v... la
nhirng hién twong c6 gia tri phd niém co trong to
chure tr vung cia moi ngdn nglt. Trong d6 nghién
clru vé dong nghia dong vai tro cuc ky quan trong
trong bat ky ngon ngir nao. Cac phuong tién déng
nghia vé tir vung va ngir phap gitip chiing ta tranh
su dién dat tring 1ap mat tir trong cu, trung lip mot
cau trong doan van déng thoi dién dat dugc mot
cach chinh xac ndi dung tu tuoéng ctia minh. Nhu
vay, tir dong nghia 1a mot khai niém phd bién trong
ngon ngit, nhung khong phai ai ciing hiéu 16 vé né.
Trong bai viét néy, chung ta s& tim hiéu vé nghia ctia
tu, hién tuong ddng nghia, phan loai tur dong nghia,
Va cung cap vi du minh hoa dé c6 céi nhin téng quan
vé chii d& nay.
2. N§i dung nghién ciru
2.1. Nghia ciia tir

Cho dén nay, trong gi¢i ngon ngit hoc & Viét Nam
va thé giéi ¢ rat nhidu quan diém va dinh nghia
khac nhau vé nghia cua tir. Theo Nguyén Thién Giap
thi nghia 1a quan hé cua tur voi sy vat, hién tugng
ma né biéu thi (Nguyén Thién Giap, 2014). Nhu
vay, nghia cua tir 1a mdi lién hé lién tuong giita 4m
thanh cua tir (name) va ngi dung khai niém (y nghia)
ctia n6. Trong tiéng Anh, nguoi ta dung tir sense - y
nghia - dé chi s¢ biéu (cai dugc biéu dat) va meaning
- nghia dé chi quan hé giira nang biéu va sé biéu.
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Khi nghién ctru vé nghia, Bloomfield phan dinh
nghia thanh hai loai: nghia tir vung (lexical meaning)
va nghia nglt phap (grammatical meamng) Mot
trong nhiing vin dé quan trong nhat trong quan
niém cua Bloomfield vé nghia tir vung 1a 6ng da
phan biét duoc nhiing ¥ nghia thong thuong, trong
tam (normal/ central meanings) v6i nhiing nghia can
bién (nghia 4n du hay nghia chuyén) (marginal or
metaphoric and tranferred meaning) (Bloomfield,
2001, tr.173-174).

Nguyén Hoa (2004) xac dinh cac thanh phan
nghia cua tir (components of word meaning) trong
tiéng Anh bao gdm: denotative meaning (nghia
biéu niém), connotative meaning (nghia biéu thai),
structural meaning (nghia cdu tric) va category
meaning (nghia phan loai).

Denotative meaning: (nghia biéu niém) bao gdbm
c6 nghia khai niém (conceptual meaning) va nghia
biéu vat (referential meaning). Nghia khai niém con
duoc goi 1a nghia dinh nghia, nghia den, nghia thuc
hay nghia phd bién cia mot tir. Vi du: A chair may
be defined as a seat for one person that has a back,
usually four legs, and sometimes two arms (mot cai
ghé c6 thé duoc dinh nghia nhu 1a mot loai d6 vat
mot nguoi ngdi 1én, cb lung twa, thudng cd bon
chan, va d6i khi c6 ca tay vin). Nhu vay, tur “chair”
giap nguc‘ri su dung ngén ngit hiéu va c¢6 thé nhan ra
nhung dd vat nao c6 thé duoc coi la “gh”’ Nghia
biéu vat 1a kha ning quy chiéu dén nhirng do vat cua
t. Vi du: Can you give me the salt? Tt “salt” & day
quy chiéu dén loai mudi cy thé trong mot hoan canh
cu thé ma nhirng nguoi tham gia giao tiép déu hiéu
va xac dinh.
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Connotative meaning: (nghia biéu thai) 1a gia tri
giao tiép ma mot tu hay cum tr ¢6 dugc nho vao
nhitng gi né quy chiéu dén, ngoai cai nghia khai
niém don thuan cta né. Nghia biéu thai dong mot
vai tro quan trong trong tat ca cac hinh thirc giao tiép
va ndé mang nghia lién tudng, vugt ra ngoai nghia
den thuong thiy trong tir dién. Nghia biéu thai thay
d6i dang ké theo nén vin hoa, giai doan lich sir va
trai nghiém cia ca nhan. “mom” va “dad” la nhiing
tir dung dé néi vé bd me mot cach gan giii, than
thuong trong khi hai tir “mother” va “father” khong
mang nhiéu cam xuc, don thuan dung dé chi nguoi
da sinh thanh.

Structural meaning: (nghia ciu trac) gdm cé 4
loai nghia khéac 1 nghia dugc phan chiéu (reflected
meaning), nghia két hop (collocative meaning),
nghia gin két (associative meaning) va nghia chu dé
(thematic meaning).

2.2. Hién twong déng nghia trong tiéng Anh
2.2.1. Bdc diém cua hién twong dong nghia

Trong tiéng Anh, thuat ngit Synonymy c6 nghia 1a
“hién tugng ddng nghia”, con Synonym 1a “tir ddng
nghia”. Nhiéu nha ngén ngit hoc phuong Ty da tap
trung nghién ctru vé hién tugng dong nghia tir vung,
c¢b ging kham pha nhitng khia canh phirc tap ctia cac
mdi quan hé ngir nghia trong tong thé cac nghia cia
tir va dic biét 1a cb gang xac dinh tir ddng nghia va
phan tich cdch ma tir ddng nghia hanh chuc khi duoc
thay thé vao trong cic ciu.

Theo Geeraerts (2017, tr.212), tir dong nghia
1a nhitng tir ngit ¢6 ¥ nghia nhu nhau trong mot s6
ngit canh, vi du nhu: enterprise (hang, xi nghiép) —
firm (hang, cong ty). Trong cudn “An Introduction
to Semantics”, Nguyén Hoa (2004) da dua ra nhan
dinh vé tir dong nghia 1a “nhiing tir cung tir loai ¢6
nghia twong tu nhau nhung khong giéng hét nhau”.
Ching c6 thé giéng hodc khac nhau vé nghia biéu
vat hodc nghia biéu thai. Tir dong nghia co thé thay
thé cho nhau dugc hay khong phu thudc vao ngir
canh cu thé ma tir d6 xuét hién. Phan 16n cac tir d@)ng
nghia chi c6 thé thay thé cho tir gdc trong mot sb
truong hop nhét dinh.

Vi du: buy va purchase 1a hai tir ddng nghia khac
nhau vé nghia biéu thai. Co cung nghia 1a “mua”
nhung tu purchase dugc st dung trong van phong
trang trong hon so voi tu buy. Trong khi do, cac tu
clicks-and-bricks (kich chudt va gach) va click-and-
mortar (kich chudt va vira) la nhimng tir dong nghia
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khac nhau vé nghia biéu vat, nhiing thuat ngit nay
duoc st dung miéu td moé hinh kinh doanh ma doanh
nghiép tan dung ca 2 kénh ban hang 1a truc tuyén va
tai cua hang.

Nhirng tir dong nghia véi nhau sé& tap hop thanh
mot diy, goi 1a ddy dong nghia. Nhitng tir nay c6
kha nang thay thé nhau trong nhiing ngt canh nhit
dinh ma khong lam thay ddi co ban y nghia cua
cdu, chi c6 kha ning 1am thay ddi ¥ nghia biéu thai
trong cau. Nhiing tir trong day khong nhat thiét phai
tuong dwong nhau vé s6 lugng nghia (tirc 1a cac tir
trong mot diy dong nghia khong nhat thiét phai c6
dung lugng nghia bang nhau, c6 tir chi c6 1-2 nghia,
nhung ¢6 tr ¢6 5-6 nghia).

Nguyén Duc Tdn (2006) cho ring, cac don vi tir
vung khong chi ¢6 tir ma con ¢6 cac cum tu ¢ dinh
¢6 chitrc ning twong duong véi tir, chang han, cic
thanh ngit. Do d6, hién twong dong nghia co thé xay
ra gita cac tu: vi du nhu goods — merchandise (hang
hoa). Hién tuong dong nghia con ¢ thé xay ra giira
cac cum tu nhu: domestic market - home market (thi
truong ndi dia).

Cruse cho rang: “Sé& 1a khong chinh xac néu dinh
nghia hién tuong dong nghia 1a dong nhat nhau vé
y nghia vi khong c6 hai don vi ndo c6 y nghia hoan
toan dong nhit v6i nhau” (Cruse 1986, tr.157). Noi
chung, theo Cruse, tir déng nghia biéu thi hién tuong
hai hodc nhiéu hinh thirc ngdn ngit khac nhau c6 ¥
nghia nhu nhau. Hién tuong dong nghia rong hon
tir ddng nghia. Hién tuong dong nghia 1a quan hé
gilta cac hinh vi bi rang budc, cac tu vi, cac don vi
tor vung, cac ngil, cac cu, cdc cau va cac ménh dé.
Nhu véy, hién twong ddng nghia c6 thé dugc xép
loai hodc vao hién tuong déng nghia tor vung hodc
vao hién tuong dong nghia cu phap.

Hién tuong dong nghia tir vung 1a quan hé vé y
nghia giita hai hay nhiéu don vi tir vung c6 nghia
nhu nhau trong nhiing ngr canh da cho trong do
chung c6 thé thay thé 13n cho nhau. Hién tuong dong
nghia cu phap c6 lién quan vdi cac cu, cac cau va cac
ménh dé, nd co thé duoc giai thich 1a cach ndi vong
khi ndi dung cua cac cau la dong nhét véi nhau.
2.2.2. Phdn logi tir dong nghia tiéng Anh

L’Homme (2020) chia tu déng nghia thanh hai
loai: tir ddng nghia tuyét d6i va tir gin dong nghia.
Nhiing tir dong nghia tuyét ddi dugc coi 12 nhimng tir
¢6 thé thay thé duoc tir gbc trong moi truong hop
ma khong hé 1am thay doi dén nghia cia cau. Néi
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mt cach khac thi nhimng tir dong nghia tuyét ddi
1a nhirng tir c6 dinh nghia giéng hét nhu tir gbc, va
giita hai tir khong co su khac biét vé nghia. Nhitng tir
gan dong nghia chi c6 thé thay thé duoc cho tir gbe
ma khong 1am thay d6i nghia trong mot sb truong
hop nhét dinh. Vi du, doorbuster va doorcrasher co
chung nghia la chién luoc ban hang giam gia soc.

Theo Nguyén Hoa (2004), c6 thé phan chia tir
ddng nghia trong tiéng Anh thanh bay loai nhu sau:

(1) Tir dong nghia tuyét doi (Absolute/ Total
synonyms)

T dong nghia tuyét ddi 1a nhing tr mang ¥
nghia va nhing dic diém tu tir hoan toan giéng hét
nhau. Do vdy, ta c6 thé thay thé ching cho nhau
trong moi ngit canh. Loai tir nay rat hiém trong tiéng
Anh va ¢6 1€ voi cac ngon nglt khac ciing vay.

(2) Tir dong nghia ngit nghia (Semantic
synonyms)

Day 1a nhimng tir dong nghia khac nhau vé nghia
biéu vat nén ching hau nhu khong thay thé duoc cho
nhau. Nhirng tir ndy tao nén mot sd lugng 16n cac tir
déng nghia trong tiéng Anh, vi du notional price va
nominal price (gid danh nghia).

(3) Tir dong nghia tu tir (Stylistic synonyms)

Loai tir dong nghia nay c6 nghia biéu thai khac
nhau. Trong mot nhoém tu déng nghia loai nay ludn
c6 mot tu trung tam hay trung tinh. Nhitng tr con lai
c¢6 chung khai niém nhung nghia biéu thai thi khac
nhau, vi du: buy — purchase (mua).

(4) Tir dong nghia ngiv nghia tu tir (Semantic-
stylistic synonyms)

Tir ddng nghia loai nay khac nhau vé ca nghia
biéu vat va nghia biéu thai. No6i cach khac, chung
khéc nhau ca vé sic thai y nghia va cac khia canh tu
tu, vi du: to dismiss— to sack — to fire (sa thai).

(5) Tir dong nghia thanh ngit (Phraseological
synonyms)

Nhitng tir nay khac nhau vé kha nang két hop véi
cac tu khac, vi du: do — make (lam) trong cac cum
tu fo do business (kinh doanh) - to make a profit (tao
ra 1gi nhuén); hodc cép tr meaning — sense (y nghia)
trong cac cau Education had no great meaning for
him until much later in his life (Mai d&n cudi doi thi
gido duc méi thuc su ¢6 y nghia voi anh y) va cdu
He has a good sense of humor (Anh ay c6 khiéu hai
huac).

(6) Tir dong nghia lanh thé (Territorial synonyms)

bay la nhitng tir duge str dung ¢ cac vung khac
nhau nhu Anh, Canada, Australia hay My, vi du:
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football dugc dung thong dung & MY, trong khi tu
soccer lai duoc dung phd bién & Anh véi nghia 1a
“bong da”.

(7) Uyén ngit /my tir (Euphemism)

Uyén ngit hay my tir 1a cach noi nhe nhang, gian
tiép khi dé cap dén cac van dé kho chiu, gay bdi rdi
hay khong mong muén. Vi du: redundant — be out of
Jjob /unemployed (thit nghiép, bi sa thai).

3. Két luan

Nhu vy, tir dong nghia trong tiéng Anh Ia nhiing
tir ¢6 nghia giéng hodc twong tw nhau, nhung cach
viét va cach sir dung khac nhau. C6 thé chia tir dong
nghia thanh tir dong nghia tuyét d6i (dong nghia
hoan toan) va dong nghia twong ddi (hay con goi
la tir gan dong nghia). Tir d6ng nghia twong d6i c6
thé co cac loai nhu dong nghia tu tir, ddng nghia
ngit nghia, ddng nghia ngir nghia tu tir, dong nghia
lanh tho, v.v... Hién tuong dong nghia c6 thé xay
ra & binh dién tir vung hodc ct phap. Hiéu va biét
cach str dung tir, cum tir ddng nghia tiéng Anh s&
giup chung ta dién dat dugc noi dung tu tudng, tinh
cam mot cach da dang, tranh dién dat tring lap tir d6
nang cao ky niang giao tiép. Dé tim hiéu va sir dung
tir ddng nghia tiéng Anh dung chd va phu hop véi
ngdn canh, nguoi hoc co thé tra clru cac tr, cum tir
ddng nghia trong tiéng Anh & mot sb trang web hiru
ich nhu The Visual Thesaurus®, Thesaurus.com,
Synonyms.net, Reverso Dictionary, v.v...
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