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Abstract:Insects, an important population in the animal world, are perceived by Vietnamese people in
many dimensions, and are subjectified and symbolized to reflect and preserve national cultural values.
This is recorded and reflected through language. In this article, we point out the typical attributes and
clarify the cognitive characteristics of Vietnamese people with the concept of the category of insects in
nature and consider this as a basic premise for further research directions according to.
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1. Pit van dé

Thé gi6i con trung 1a mot bo phan quan trong cia
mbi trudng tu nhién. N6 c6 tac dong manh mé dén
doi séng vat cht, tdp quan sinh hoat, san xuat va
doi sbéng tinh than cua cu dan Viét. Trong sudt qua
trinh sinh ton, con ngudi quan sat, tri nhan va bién
chiing thanh nhiing thyc thé tinh thin mang dam dau
an tam 1i - van hoa va tu duy dan toc. Qué trinh nay
dugc ma hoa trong cac biéu thirc ngdn ngit (NN), trd
thanh nhiing tin hiéu, biéu tugng van hoa tao nén cac
4n du tinh té trong buc tranh NN dan tdc. Tim hiéu
su tri nhan ctia ngudi Viét vé thé gidi con tring ciing
chinh la kham pha qua trinh nhan thurc va tu duy cua
con ngudi vé thé gidi duoc ghi lai bang NN. Mdi
dan toc khac nhau s& ¢ nhing dic trung vé vin hoa
khac nhau tat yéu dan dén su da dang trong bic tranh
chung vé cac NN trén thé gioi.

“NN hoc tri nhan mac du ra doi mot cach chinh
thirc chi khoang may chuc nam tro lai day song véi
viéc xdy dung mot hé théng khai niém 1i thuyét moi
mé vé an du y niém (conceptual metaphor), 1i thuyét
dién mau (the theory of prototype), khong gian tinh
than (the metal space), ... thi n6 d tr¢ thanh “m¢t PP
tiép cdan ddc hiéu va cé tam anh hwong lém doi véi
nghién curu ngon ngir” (Gilles Fauconnier, Bach khoa
thur vé khoa hoc tri nhan (Encyclopedia of Cognitive
Science). Nghién ctru NN hoc theo hudng tri nhan gitip
kham pha thém nhiéu phuong dién méi clia ngdn ngir
- van héa va tu duy dan tdc. Do vay, viéc tim hiéu
thugc tinh dién dang cia loai con tring cé vai trd
quan trong trong vi¢c chi ra dac diém tri nhan vé thé
gidi cua nguoi Viét.

2. N¢i dung nghién ctru

2.1. Li thuyét pham trit hoa

Van dé pham tra héa (categorization) thé giGi
dugc NN hoc tri nhan dac biét cha y. D6 1a “mor
qud trinh tinh than (mental process) phitc tap thwong
dwoc goi la “sw pham tru hoa” nham nhdn dién,
phan logi va dat tén cho cac sy vdt va hién tuong
ma san pham cia né la “cdc pham trix tri nhdn hay
cdc y niém” [5, 30]. Ban vé ndi dung nay, ching toi
tap trung 1am rd van dé co ban 1a thuyét dién dang
(prototype theory).

Nhu di biét, thé gidi xung quanh ta vo cung da
dang va phong pht. Vay lam the nao dé co thé phan
b6 céc tir ngit trong hé thong von tir vung ciling nhu
phan biét dugc nhitng sac thai khac nhau cta cung
mot déi tuong trong tu nhién? Tra 101 cau hoi nay
chinh 1a giai ma qua trinh pham tri héa. Co thé dan ra
vi du vé su pham tru hoa cac mau sac. Trong khi cac
nha nhan hoc Brown va Lenneberg 1954, Lenneberg
1967 khéng dinh cac pham tru mau séc rat khac nhau
giita cac ngdn ngir va ung ho thuyét gia thuyét twong
d6i ngdn ngir cua Sapir- Whort thi Berlin va Kay
1969 lai cho rang qua trinh tinh than” phl’J:c tap nay
phai dya vao mot sé diém quy chiéu dé dinh hudng
trong viéc lya chon thé mau ciia mot mau nao do
(nhu mau do) 1a dang nhét, 1 “tam diém” nhét (foci
= focal points) va dgya vao “cac mau trung tam”. Cac
tam diém hay cac mau trung tim ndy c6 mot ton ti
nhat dinh va mang tinh phd quat. Khao sat 11 pham
tri mau co so trong 98 NN thi déu thay xuat hién hai
tir chi mau tring va den. Néu mot NN ¢6 ba tir chi
mau thi NN d6 s& thém tir chi mau d6 va cé bén tir thi
s€ thém tir chi mau xanh 14 cdy hodc vang,... Berlin
va Kay ciing chi ra lich sir xuat hién cua cac tir chi
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mau co s& gom 7 giai doan thi riéng & tiéng Viét véi
9 mau co so (den, tréng, do, xanh, vang, nau, tim,
hong, xam) da phat trién dén giai doan cudi cung.

Tiép ndi qué trinh d6, Rosch- Heider sau nhimng
khao ctru trén cir liéu cta pham tri mau sic thi dén
nam 1973 va 1975 da sir dung “dién dang” (prototype)
thay thé thut ngir “tiéu diém” trudc d6. Ba da van
dung khai niém nay dé khao ctru vé& muc do “dat”
(gooness) hay “dién hinh” (typicality) cua cac linh
vuc vé hinh dang, cac sinh vat va vat thé. Nhu vay,
chung ta c6 thé thong ké cac dién dang pham tru cua
ngudi Mi nhu: chim (chim ¢6 d6 - Robin), qua (cam
— orange), xe ¢ (0 td — automobile), dd noi that (ghé
tua — chair), vii khi (sung — gun).

Nhu vay, theo Rosch dién dang l1a “thi du dat
nhit (best example) ctia mot pham tri”. Lakoff 1986,
Brown 1990, Tversky 1990 ciing déu dinh nghia nhu
vay bén canh “thi du ndi bat”, “truong hop rod nhét
trong cac thanh vién pham tru”, “dai dién tiéu biéu
nhit cua cac vat duoc bao ham trong mét 16p” hay
“thanh vién trung tdm va dién hinh”,... Céac dién
dang ndi tréi vé mat y niém la bd phan trong yeu dé
tao nén cac pham tru. Cac thanh vién nam ké tiép
dugc danh gia theo mot thang do vé tinh dién hinh va
duoc xép hang tir cac vi du dat dén céc vi du tdi. Dén
mot gii han nhat dinh (ranh giéi mo), cac vi du toi
ctia mot pham trii nay sé chuyén sang mot pham tru
khac. Tac gia Li Toan Thing trong cong trinh nghién
clru ctia minh da dac két: “Cac pham tru tri nhan, do
d6, c6 mot cau tric nodi tai phuc tap, bao gém cac
dién dang, cac thi du dat va thi du tdi, va cac ranh
gioi mo”.

Dién dang cda pham tru tri nhédn va cAu tric noi
tai tong thé ciia mot pham tri khong phai 1a bat bién
ma chiing c¢6 thé thay ddi. Piéu d6 phuy thudc vao bdi
canh (actual context) tri nhan.

2.2. Cic thugc tinh dién dang ciia lodi con triing

Dé tri nhan vé the gidi con trung, ngudi Viét lya
chon mot hoac mot s6 thudc tinh ndi tri cia lodi con
trung. Tiép can van dé nay, tac gia nhan thiy rat rd:

Thir nhat 14 tinh ¢6 1i do trong viéc dinh danh cac
lodi con trung. Nghia 1, so sanh véi cdu triic nghia
biéu niém trong dinh nghia vé con trung dugc ghi
lai trong tir dién, nguoi viét chi ra diém trung hop
tuong Ung glua mot nghia vi véi y nghia cua don vi
tir vung dung dé goi tén loai con trung. Khi 4y, thude
tinh dién dang da dugc dung dé dinh danh loai con
trung. Trong s6 112 tén goi loai con tring ghi trong
Tir dién tiéng Viét thi c6 22 tén goi 1a c6 tinh 1i do
va tap trung 6 mot s6 thudc tinh vé hinh dang, mau
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sdc, moi truong séng, thie an, ciu tao, ban nang sinh
vat hoc, vai tro véi con nguoi, di chuyén, lam to,
tiéng kéu. Thudc tinh dinh danh vé hinh déng dugc
tri nhan voi sé lugng 16n nhét 13 6 1an (6 cac loai
bo gao, bo que, bo rua, bo 14, chudn chuén kim, sau
VOl voi). N6 gép 3 lan cac thuoc tinh v& moi truong
song, ban ning sinh vt hoc, cu tao, thirc an (& cac
loai kién den, ong nghe rudi xanh, siu xam, bo cho,
kién co, bo vimg, rudi trau, kién canh, sau gai, sdu
duc than, thiéu than) va gip 6 lan nhom thudc tinh
vé vai tro véi con ngudi, di chuyén, 1am t6, tiéng kéu
(¢ cac loai ong mat, siu do, cudn 14, ve). Trong khi
d6, thudc tinh chi mau sic 1a 4 1an (& cac loai kién
den, ong ngh¢, rudi xanh, siu xam) dung ¢ vi tri thir
2. Nhu vdy c6 thé thay, ngudi Viét tri nhan vé cac
thudc tinh pham tru cta con trung voi nhiéu mtrc do
khéc nhau. Ho chon ra mot hay mot s6 thudc tinh
ddc trung va uu tién trong nhan thirc vé hinh dang
hay mau sic cua chung. Pay ciing 1a cac thudc tinh
dé nhan biét ngay duoc tir su tri gidc cam tinh hét
strc nhanh nhay, mém déo. Béi thé, ching ta di qué
quen v&i nhirng thanh ngit kiéu: “Minh gay xac ve”,
“Rac nhu ve”, “Mat phugng may ngai”, “Da ngai
mit phuong”, “Phan mong canh chudn”, “Tran nhu
nhong”, “Xac nhu vo, tro nhu nhong’, “Uén nhu sau
do”, “Xode nhu doi canh buém”, ... Pidu nay ching
t6 16i tu duy tryc quan sinh dong va tim 1i dan toc
Viét khac han 16i tu duy phan tich ciia ngudi phuong
Tay.

Ngoai ra, tén goi ctia mdi loai con tring dugc goi
theo cach dinh danh bac hai. Cac hinh vi két hop voi
nhau mang tinh c6 li do tao nén t6 hop tén goi loai con
trung kiéu nhu bo gao, bo que, bo rua, bo 14, chuon
chudn kim, sau voi voi, kién den, ong nghé, rudi
xanh, sdu xam, vv... Binh danh dugc xem nhu mot
phuong thirc quen thudc bac nhét va hiru ich trong
viéc giup nguoi Viét ghi lai va luu truyén cac tri
nhan vé thudc tinh dién dang cta tig loai con tring.
Ngudi ta von di chua can phai ghi nhé thém nhiing
thanh ngtr, tuc ngtt, ca dao, ho, vé, ... ma chi goi ra
céi tén 1 di. Bén canh tir dién giai thich, d& hiéu vi
sao tir xa xua, dng cha ta di tao ra rat nhiéu nhiing
tich truyén 11 giai tén goi loai con trung nhu: “Su tich
con chudn chudn”, “Su tich con ve sau”, “Su tich con
gian”, “Sy tich con buom buém?”, “Suy tich buém va
hoa”, ... Su xuat hién cta nhiéu bai vé cling khong
nam ngoai muc dich nay. N6 sin sang gop thém vao
nhing thudc tinh ndi trdi tham chi khong co that cia
loai con trung va diéu quan trong la chi dé “nhé mat,
thudc tén” ma thoi: “Cai kién thi to/Con bo bé ti”;
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“Bay thip bd cdu/Bay cao thi dé”; “Ra ddng thay
mudi bit doi/Bo hung 1am gid di moi 6ng voi™;

Mat khac, hé théng cac cau thanh ngti, tuc ngir
¢6 md hinh ciu tao dang so sanh ngang bang “a nhu
X” (trong d6 “a” néu ra mot dic diém thudc tinh
tiéu biéu nao d6 cia loai con trung, “X” 14 tén goi
cua mot loai con trung), kiéu nhu: “Chi chit nhu
kién”, “Doéng nhu kién”, “Doéng nhu kién co”, “Rac
nhu ve”, “Tran nhu nhong”, “Xac nhu ve, tro nhu
nhong”, “Tran trudng nhu con nhong”, ... do ¥ nghia
cua tu so sanh “nhu” nén nghia tong the cua ca cau
thanh ngit, tuc ngit da dugc chuyén di ra khoi pham
tri con trung tu nhién dé hudng téi cac ddi twong
khac (co thé 1a con nguoi, sy vat, su viéc khac).

Co so thir ba 4 xuat phat tir kiéu cau tric cau dinh
nghia hai vé “a 1a X” (hoic “a th1 X”) dugc su dung
kha phd bién trong cac bai vé vé loai con trang. O
day, a va X ciing dugc hiéu nhu cach li giai trén. Hon
niia, tor déc trung cia thé loai vé thi “a” duoc coi la
thudc tinh ndi troi nhat c6 thé lam thanh dinh nghia
co ban, cung cép nhiing tri thirc so dang nhét gitp
tré¢ nhan thic va phan biét dugc con vat nay véi con
vat khéac c6 khi ¢ hinh dang, mau séc hay thoi quen,
tiéng kéu,... Chang han: “Biét truéc ning mua/La
con kién canh/NLr cong nit hanh/La con kién kim/
Buc boi trong minh/La con kién nhot/Hung hang nhu
gidc/La con kién cang...” (“Vé& con kién”). Nhiing
bai hoc “v& 1ong” vé thé gidi xung quanh trong cic
bai vé, ddng dao thuong gieo cho ta nhitng 4n tuong
dic biét, theo ta di sudt cudc doi.

Tiur co so thir 2 va 3, ta théy su théng nhét cao khi
nhiéu thudc tinh ndi tréi duoc dan gian goi ra trong
kho tang thanh ngi, tuc ngit, vé twong dong véi cac
thugc tinh dung dé dinh danh loai con trung hodc da
dugc ghi lai trong céu trac nghia biéu niém. O day,
ta thiy c6 tén 19 loai con trung (chudn chudn, ca
cuéng, kién, mot, ve, dom dom, sau do, nhén, tam,
chéy, nhang, buém, sau, thi€u than, ong, to vo, mbi,
sau keo, ngai) tmg voi 23 thudc tinh dién dang (canh
mong, vi cay, song & dudi nude, séng thanh dan dong
duc, chuyén duc khoét, tiéng kéu, & bung phat ra anh
sang lap loe, di chuyén, ching to, nudi dé lay to, an
14 dau, sdng ki sinh trén dau toc, hay dau & chd ban,
hat mat hoa, ¢ bén canh, an hai cay ¢di, ban dém
thuong bay vao lira ma chét, co ngoi dbt ¢ dudi, lam
mat, 1am t6 béng d4t nhdo bam trén vach hay mai
nha, hay xong lam hong dd, pha hoai la va mot sb
hoa mau, mat va méy dep). Chang han, thudc tinh

“song ki sinh trén dau toc” dugc tim thdy & cau triic
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nghia biéu niém cua loai chay vira thay trong dan
gian: “Pau chdy may ran”; “Péu ai chdy ndy”; “Vach
14 tim sau, vach dau tim chay .

Ngoai ra, trong qué trinh tim hiéu cac bai vé, tuc
ngit, thanh ngit, nguoi viét con phat hién va bo sung
thém 10 thudc tinh dién dang ctia 9 loai con tring
(té“lm, ve, kién, rudi, nhdng, buém, nhén, chudn, dé)
chua dugc ghi lai trong tu dién. Do 1a cac thude tinh
an khoe, cham nudi vat va, hinh dang, dét dau, di
chuyén, kich ¢&, tha mdi, tin hiéu du bao thoi tiét,
dau chd co thtrc an va tiéng kéu. Vi du nhu voi thudc
tinh “du bao thoi tiét” cua chudn chudn va kién:
“Chudn chudn bay thap thi mua/Bay cao thi ning,
bay vira thi rim”; “Chudn chudn liéng thi ning, chim
yén luon thi mua” hay “Kién bo tir dudi 1én trén,
mang theo com gao gy nén mua rao”; “Thang bay
kién bo chi lo lai lut”, “Kién don t6 thoi mua”,

3. Két ludn

Xéc dinh cac thudc tinh dién dang cua loai con
trung 13 co s& dé 1am sang rd qua trinh pham tri hoa
clia ngudi Viét trong truyén thong. O day, chung toi
da tap trung khao sat ngudn ngir liéu phong phu thu
thap dugc trong Tur dién tiéng Viét, trong kho tang
thanh ngit, tuc ngir, ca dao, vé, truyén ngu ngdn (phan
viét béng vin van),... vé hé thong cac tir ngit thudc
truong tr vung nglt nghia con trung. Qua that, “moi
truong ty nhién - khong gian sinh ton ciia con ngudi
khong chi tac dong 1én doi séng vat chat, hinh hai,
dién mao cua con ngudi ma con xam nhap vao thé
gi6i tinh thdn.” N6i nhu C.Lesvi-Strauss, nhan loai
tir 1au von da biét “léy su thién hinh van trang cua
cac chung loai lam diém tya cho su nhan thuc tinh
thién hinh van trang cua xa hi”. Boi vay, khi xem
xét tong thé nén vin hoa Viét phai luén gin voi moi
truong tw nhién ma no sinh ra. Qua trinh tim hiéu cho
thdy ngudi Viét tri nhan chu yéu va trude nhét ¢ cac
thuc tinh vé kich ¢, hinh dang, moi truong séng,
mau sic, quan hé ton ti,...cta loai con tring. Day la
hé qua tat yéu cua 16i tu duy nong nghiép, cam tinh
trong sy hai hoa véi thién nhién, ua tryc quan, sinh
dong, mém déo.
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