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Abstract: Vocabulary is a major obstacle for students studying General English at HUCE in speaking
and writing skills. This study aims to point out the reasons why learners make errors in using words
and classify those errors. Basing on that, the study offers some suggestions on updated and modern
vocabulary teaching trends to improve students’vocabulary ability.
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1. Pjt van dé
1.1. Vai tro cua tir vwng trong viéc hoc ngoai ngir

Nha ngbn ngir hoc ndi tiéng Michael McCarthy
coi tir vung 1 “thanh phém doc 1ap 10n nhét cua bat
ky khoa hoc ngdn ngir nao”. Theo 6 ong, ‘du hoc sinh
(HS) c6 hoc ngtr phap t6t dén dau, noi L2 c6 thanh
thao the nao, néu khong co tir ngtr dé dién dat ¥, thi
giao tiép trong L2 ciing khong thé dién ra theo bat ky
cach nao ¢ ¥ nghia’. Cau ndi niy cho thay tim quan
trong cda tor vung trong viéc day va hoc ngon ngir.
C6 nhitng nha ngdn ngit hoc cho ring tir vung quan
trong hon ngit phap. C6 von tir t6t, ngudi hoc co thé
giao tiép tot hon du c¢6 thé ho khong sip xép cac tir
dung ngit phap. Tuy nhién, McCarthy ciling danh gia
rang “tir vung thudng c6 vé it duoc hé théng hoa nhit
va it duoc dap umg tot nhit trong tat ca cac khia canh
cta viéc hoc ngoai nglt”. Vi vay, viéc day tir vung mot
cach hiéu qua thuce sy 1a mot thach thirc 16n dbi voi bat
ky gido vién L2 nao.

Tai truong Dai hoc Xay dung Ha Noi, viéc day
tir vung chua dat két qua tich cyc. Bang chimg 1a HS
dang mic rat nhiéu 16i st dung tr, hiu hét déu lién
quan dén kién thirc co ban vé nghia cua tir. Tinh trang
nay dat ra nhu cau 14 phai tim kiém cac phuong phap
day tu vung cap nhat va hiéu qué hon.

1.2. Tong quan co s6'ly thuyet

Y nghia ciia tir c6 bon khia canh sau:

- Nghia biéu vat: Nghia biéu vat 1 khia canh rd
rang nhat ciia y nghia nén no 1a diéu dau tién ma moi
nguoi thuong quan tdm khi hoc hodc su dung mot tur.
Theo Lyon, nghia biéu vat 1a ambi quan h¢ giltta mot tur
vi va con nguoi, su vat, dia diém, tinh chét, qua trinh
va hoat dong bén ngoai hé thong ngon ngib.

- Nghia biéu cam: Ngoai nghia den theo tir dién,
tir ngit thuong mang ham y tinh cam goi 1a nghia biéu
cam. Nghia biéu cam nay dong mét vai tro quan trong
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trong viéc tim kiém “tir thich hop” vi doi khi chung
xung dot voi y nghia hodc quan diém ma nguoi viét
mubn truyén dat. Viéc phan biét gilta hai tor co vé
giéng nhau nhung c6 mau sac, hinh dang va biéu cam
khéc nhau 1a diéu can thiét d6i v6i nghé thuat viét va
n6i. Tir dién chi c6 thé cho ban biét mét tir chi dén
diéu gi, n6 khong thé cho ban biét tir do khién nguoi
nghe cam thiy nhu thé nao. Unspeakable trong tir dién
¢6 nghia gidng nhu unutterable nhung unspeakable
lu6n dugc ding dé chi diéu gi do thong thudng, trong
khi unutterable thuong c6 nghia 1a mdt suy nghi hodc
cam xuc cuéng nhiét hodc than thanh nao do.

- Tir da nghia: Pa nghia ding dé chi tinh trang
cling mot tir ¢6 hai hodc nhiéu nghia khac nhau, trong
do, mot nghia thuong 1a ‘nghia den’, trong khi nhiing
nghia khéc 1a nghia phéi sinh. Nghia phai sinh quen
thudc nhat la dua vao an du, d6 1a nghé thut dung diéu
nay dé am chi diéu khac. An du duoc coi 1a mot cong
cu dé tao ra va mé rong y nghia. Nhiing tir chi cac bo
phan ciia co thé 1a minh hoa rd nhit vé an du. Chung
ta noi dén hand va face ciia dong ho, foot cia giudng
hodc nui, leg cua ghé hodc ban, eye cua kim khau, v.v.
Van dé d6i v6i nguoi hoe ngdn ngir 1 trong cac ngon
ngit khéc nhau, cac tir c6 nghia den giéng nhau chua
chic da c6 (tit ca) cac nghia phai sinh gidng nhau. Vi
vay, khi ding mot tir ndo do6 trong Tiéng Anh, ching
ta phai can nhéc that ki nghia ciia tir, tranh viéc dich

‘word by word’ dan dén dung tir khong phu hop voi
ngir canh hodc khong dung y nghia minh muon truyén
tai. Trong t1eng Anh, hand (ban tay) c6 nghia phai sinh
1a kim (dong ho), eye (mit) c6 nghia phai sinh 14 /6
(xau kim), nhung tir han tay hay mat trong tiéng Viét
lai khong c6 nghia phai sinh dé chi nhitng thir d6 ma
1a i kim va I6.

- Dong dang: Pdng dang 14 tinh hudng c6 tir hai tir
tro 1én c6 hinh dang giéng nhau nhung nghia khong
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lién quan dén nhau. Hinh dang> c6 thé dugc hiéu 1a
cach viét hodc cach phat am cta mot tr. Mot sb tir
duogc danh van gidng nhau nhung duoc phat 4m khac
nhau; ching dugc goi 1a <d6ng hinh’. Vi du nhu lead
(chi-kim loai) va lead (day dit cho). Trong céc trudng
hop khac, mot s6 tir duoc danh van khac nhau nhung
duogc phat 4m giéng nhau, vi vay thuat ngit ‘dong am’
duoc su dung cho chung. Right, write, va rite 1a nhitng
vi du vé tir dong am. Tir ddng am c6 thé gy kho khin
cho nguoi hoc vi mdt tir trong L2 ludn ¢6 tir twong
duong trong L1, nhung tir dong am cua ching trong
moi ngdn ngir cd thé khong giong nhau. Vi du: store
trong tiéng Anh c6 thé dich sang tiéng Viét 1a kho,

¢6 nghia 1a noi chita do, nha kho. Tuy nhién, cé tix
ddng am kho trong tiéng Viét c6 nghia la cach nau an,
nhung trong tiéng Anh lai khong ¢é tir ndo dong am
véi store ¢6 nghia nhu vay.

2. N§i dung nghién ctru

2.1. Phuwong phap nghién ciru

Tur thue té day va hoc, tac gia cho réng sinh vién
hoc Tiéng Anh co ban (TACB) tai Pai hoc X4y dung
Ha Noi (PHXDHN) méc nhiéu 16i lién quan dén viéc
sir dung tir ngir. Viéc phan loai va tim hiéu nguyén
nhan gy ra nhitng 18i d6 14 can thiét cho viéc day va
hoc tir vung; do do, hai cau hoi nghién ctru da dugc
dat ra:

- HS hoc TACB thudong mic nhing loai 15i gi khi
dung tr?

- Phuong phép day tir ving nao gitp khic phuc va
ngin nglra nhing 18i d6?

Dé tra 101 cac cau hoi nghién curu, sinh vién duoc
yéu cau viét mot s doan vin trong hoc ky. Cac chii
dé viét rat quen thudc va da dugc gidi thiéu trong gido
trinh. Céc bai tap viét doan van duogc su dung dé khién
HS boc 16 16i sir dung tir ngit, vi cac 16i thuc su s& xuat
hién trong qua trinh no6i hoac viét mot cach tu phat.
Phan tich nhiing 15i phat hién duoc trong bai viét s&
cho thay thyc trang sir dung tir ngir ctia sinh vién hoc
TACB.

Ngudi tham gia 13 sinh vién TACB cia bdn 16p
thudc cac khoa khéc nhau cta truong PHXDHN. Tat
ca déu hoc cting mot chuong trinh giang day TACB &
Giai doan 1, gido trinh Headway (NXB Oxford), so
cép, 4n ban thu 5, Bai 1-6. Trong hoc ky, sinh vién
duogc yéu cau viét ba dén bon doan van. Bai viét cua
ho sau d6 dugc thu thap va tim kiém cac 13i st dung
tir, dong thoi cac 161 nay duoc phan tich va phan loai
theo nguyén nhan. Dya trén nhirg nguyén nhén dugc
chi ra, mot s6 phuong phap day tir vung dugc dé xuét
nham gitp ngan ngira va khic phuc nhimg 15i do.

2.2. Nhitng phadt hién va thdo ludn
Qua khao sat bai viét cia HS, ngudi nghién ctu d
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tong hop va phén loai cac 18i dung tir nhu sau.

2.2.1. Léi do hiéu sai nghia biéu vt cua tir. Khi duoc
yéu cau viét cau diéu kién loai 1, nhidu HS dat ciu c6
cung mot ménh dé: 7 will (be) very funny if... O day,
cac em mudn néi vé cam giac cua mot nguoi trong
mot s& diéu kién nhat dinh (mot cam giac vui tuoi,
hanh phiic ma khién anh dy/c6 dy mudn cuodi), tuy
nhién ho lai sir dung tir funny, mo ta ban chit hodc dac
diém clia mot diéu gi d6 gy cuoi hodc hai hude. Ho
chi1 yéu dua vao tir tuong duong trong tiéng Viét, tirc
13 budn cudi, dé dit tir do vao cau. Tuong tw nhu viy,
nhiéu HS di sir dung tir again & chd ma 18 ra ho phai
str dung tir back. Ca 2 tir nay déu c6 thé dich sang L1
cua chung ta la /gi, nhung thuc chét no 1a tir rat gon
cua 2 tir khac nhau la /lap lai va dap lai. Vi vay, ho da
tao ra nhling cau nhu:

The fishermen waved to the soldiers on board, and
the soldiers waved again.

Trong ciu nay, nhitng nguoi linh vay tay chao dap
lai cai vay tay cia ngu dan, nén ciu nay nén la:

The fishermen waved to the soldiers on board, and
the soldiers waved back.

Nguoi hoc méc 18i vi chua thuc sy hiéu ¥ nghia
clia again (mot 1an nita, nhu trude day) va back (dap
lai). Do do, ho st dung tir ma ho quen thudc hon va
nghe gidng voi ngon ngit me dé ctia ho hon.

2.2.2. Léi do su khdc biét trong nghia phdi sinh giita
hai ngén ngit. Nhu da dé cap ¢ phan ly thuyét, cac
ngdn ngit khac nhau c6 muc d¢ da nghia khac nhau
ctia cting mot tir gbe. Vi vdy, cac nghia khac nhau cua
mot tir da nghia trong L2 c6 thé khong dugc dich sang
L1 bang ciing 1 tir. Tuy nhién, nguoi hoc ¢6 18 khong
hiéu duoc diéu nay. Hau qua tiém tang 1a ho tu tao ra
nhiing an du tir gbc do van hoda cua ho, ma nhiing 4n
du nay co thé khong gidng nhu trong L2. Vi du, trong
tiéng Viét, ching ta st dung mot sb dong tir khac nhau
cho nhitng thtr chung ta c6 trén ngudi: mdc cho quan
40, deo cho dd trang suc, doi cho nhiing tha trén dau
(mii, mii [udi trai, mil bao hiém, v.v.), di cho nhing
thir & ban chan cua ching ta (gidy, dép, ung, v.v.). Vi
vay, viéc mot s0 HS chuyén cum tir di giay trong tiéng
Viét sang tleng Anh 1a go shoes la diéu dé hiéu. Ho da
khong biét rang trong tiéng Anh, wear dugc st dung
cho moi thir ma con ngudi c6 trén co thé nhu quan 4o
hoidc do trang tri. Diéu twong tu ciing xay ra khi yéu
cau HS dich cum tir kim dong ho sang tiéng Anh, cac
em tra tu kim trong tu dién Viét-Anh rdi dung cum tir
the needle of the clock, mot cum tir khong tu nhién
chiit nao trong tiéng Anh.

2.2.3. Léi do su khdc biét vé d‘éng dang’gitta 2 ngon
ngir. Mot vi du da dugc liy & phan tong quanly thuyét
1 store trong tiéng Anh va kho trong tiéng Viét. Vi tir
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store dugc dich sang tiéng Viét 1a ko (chita d6) va tir
nay dong am voi mot tir ¢ nghia 1a phuong phap nau
an nén c6 nguoi hoc da tao ra mot cum tir tiéng Anh
ky quac nhu meat store (kho chira thit) khi dugc yéu
cau liy vi du mon an yéu thich ctia ban d6. Bo van dé
vé trat ty nglt phap cua cum tir sang mdt bén, ching
ta thiy rang nguoi nay da mic mot 15i lién quan dén
mot khia canh rit co ban cua nghia tir. Ban d6 khong
hiéu nghia biéu vat cta tir store va da sir dung sai nd
trong truong hop khong nén. Tir thich hop cho diéu
ban d6 mudn néi 13 braised meat, trong do braised 1a
mdt cach ché bién va dung lam tinh tir dé bd nghia cho
meat nén phai dung trudc tr meat.

2.2.4. Léi lién quan dén kién thirc vé t6 hop tir. Nguoi
hoc chu yéu duoc day cac tir riéng 1¢ nén thuong phai
tu két hop céac tr dé tao thanh cum tir, ménh dé va cu.
Diéu nay s& khong gay ric roéi néu khong co nhimg
khdi tir vung ¢b dinh nhu cum dong tir hay thanh ng.
Ngudi hoc két hop dua trén nghia cua ting tir riéng
1¢, nhung trong cac khdi tir vung, cac tir khong phai
lac nao ciing duge két hop trén co sd nghia riéng 1¢
ma dya trén cdu tric, chirc nang ngit phap hodc chi la
thdi quen ciia ngudi ban ngli. Cac cum tir ma sinh vién
TACB thudng gip bao gdm do va make. Do+exercise,
homework, housework 1a nhiing cum tir quen thudc,
va make+cake, mistake, bed cling vay. Tuy nhién, doi
khi nhiing cum tr nhu make some gardening hoac mix
a cup of tea van dugc mot sb sinh vién st dung.

Tir tat ca cac 16i tong hop & trén, ching ta c6 thé
thdy rang sinh vién TACB chu yéu dua vao cic tir
twong dwong L1 dé tao ra ngon ngit. Ho khong nhan
thirc dugc nhidu dic diém co ban vé& ngit nghia. Tir
turong dwong trong tiéng Viét dudng nhu 1a ngudn duy
nhit dé ho tao ra cac cum tir, ménh dé va cau. Vi vay,
chiing ta can ap dung nhiéu phuong phap day tir vung
méi va hiéu qua hon trén 16p. Mot sb xu hudéng day tir
vung L2 hién nay dugc gioi thi¢u sau day.

- Suy luan to nglt canh: Day tu trong nglt canh
gitip HS dé hiéu va ghi nhé tir hon. Béi canh phai séng
dong va chan thuc. Thyc té 13 khi ching ta nhin thiy
thir gi d6 bang mat, dic biét 1a thir gi d6 ndi bat, dang
kinh ngac hodc tham chi kinh tom va khung khiép,
chung ta s& nhé sy kién va nhimg thtr lién quan dé
dang hon. Chung ta cling luu giit n6 trong tam tri lau
hon. Vi vay, t6t hon hét gido vién nén gin viéc day tir
muc tiéu véi mot sb dbi tuong cu thé (cong cu giang
day) hodc tao ra mét sd tinh hudng trong do viéc sir
dung tir myc tiéu dién ra.

- Tich hop tir m&i v6i tir cti: Theo Iy thuyét tir vung
- nglt nghia, con nguoi tiép thu tir vung trude, sau do
khi s lugng tir ting 1én, tri 6c budc phai thiét 1ap cac
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hé théng sip xép cac tir mot cach khoa hoc dé thu
hdi. Do do, tir vung cta con ngudi dugc cho la mot
chu trac mang ludi cac sy lién két (Aitchinson, 1987).
Ngudi huéng dan can giup HS thiét 1ap nhiing két nbi
do va xay dung nhling lién tudéng d6. Khi HS duoc
yéu cAu rat ra kién thuc nén tang, ho s€ két ndi tir moi
véi nhitng tur da biét, lién két dugc tao ra va qua trinh
hoc tap dién ra. Mot s6 hoat dong dua trén kién thirc
nén tang 1a 1ap ban d6 ngit nghia va lap biéu do cac
dic diém ngir nghia.

- Thuc ddy muc d6 xur Iy sdu: Y tudng nay dugc
léy tir Norbert Schmitt (1997). Ong cho réng viéc hoc
t6t hon s& dién ra khi can xr 1y ngit nghia ¢ muc d6
sau hon vi céc tir duoc mé hoa voi sy trau chudt. Khi
HS duoc yéu cau van dung cac tur, lién hé véi cac tir
khac va voi trai nghiém cta chinh minh, sau dé6 giai
thich cho lya chon ctia minh, nhitng lién Kkét tir d6 s&
dugc cung cd. HS can duoc khuyén khich suy nghi
thanh tiéng, dua ra 1y do cho sy lwa chon ciia minh va
ma rong viée hoc tir bén ngoai 16p hoc.

- Sir dung céc thiét bi ghi nh¢: Day 1a nhiing cong
cu hd trg tri nhé. Chung c6 thé bang 16i néi, hinh anh
hodc két hop ca hai. Chung luu trit tir ngir rat hiéu
quéa nén khi d6 tam tri s& tu do hon dé xu 1y viéc hiéu.
Cong cu ghi nhd bang 16i n6i phd bién nhét 1a sir dung
van diéu cta tho hodc bai hat dé ting cuong tri nhé.
Vé thiét bi tryc quan, trong giai doan dau, HS c6 thé
dugc hudng lgi tir cac hoat dong tir/hinh anh gitp thiét
1ap céc lién két tinh than.

3. Két luan

Tir vung 1a diém yéu 16n ctia sinh vién hoc TACB
tai DPHXDHN. Vén tur ngheo nan cong voi viéc thiéu
céc kién thirc co ban vé ngir nghia gay ra rat nhiéu kho
khan trong viéc thuc hién cac ki nang ngon ngir cho
ngudi hoc. Sinh vién lai 1a déi twong ngudi truong
thanh, da chiu anh hudng sau sdc tir van hod va ngon
ngit L1 ctia ho, dan dén viéc khi ho hoc va st dung L2
thi luon bi kién thire L1 dan dit. Ndm dugc nguyén
nhan giy ra cac loai 16i dung tir ctia sinh vién va
phan loai duoc cac 16i d6 s& giup cho giang vién tai
DHXDHN c6 nhimg chién lugc phu hop va dung din
hon cho viéc day tir vung ctia minh, tir d6 gitip sinh
cai thién va nang cao kha nang dung tur trong cac ki
nang noi va viét.
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