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Abstract: This article examines the issue of enhancing the natural flow in students’essays when expressing
cause-effect relationships without heavy reliance on connectives. While connectives are essential for
coherence, the overuse of them results in monotonous and unnatural essays. To address this, the article
emphasizes the significance of diversifying the ways to connect ideas, including the use of relative clauses
and reduced relative clauses with causal verbs. Its objective is to provide methods that enhance the
smoothness and naturalness of students’ essays, enabling them to produce engaging and coherent pieces

with a seamless flow of thoughts.
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1. Pjt van dé

Nghé thuat viét mot bai luan hip dan khong chi
nam & nhimg y tuéng duge trinh bay ma con & sy lién
tuc muot ma cua suy nghi va luan diém. Céc lién tir
(connectives) dong mdt vai tro quan trong trong viéc
tao ra mot bai luan mach lac béng cach chi rd mbi quan
hé nhan qua gitra hai ménh dé trong mot cau hodc giita
hai cau ddc lap. Tuy nhién, trong qua trinh gidng day
va chira bai viét cho sinh vién, tac gia nhan théy ré“mg
mot sd sinh vién thuong st dung 1ap lai nhiéu 1an cac
lién tir nhu “because”(boi vi), “therefore” (do do),
“s0” (vi vay) hoac “as a result” (két qua la).... Viéc su
dung qua da va lap lai cac lién tir nhu vay thuong dan
dén nhimng bai luan c6 mot khuon mau ¢b dinh, don
diéu va thiéu tu nhién.

Pé khic phuc van dé nay, viéc thay ddi da dang
cac cach lién két y 1a rit quan trong. Ngoai viéc dung
cac lién tir, ngudi viét ciing nén xem xét st dung cac
k¥ thuat khac dé lién két y ma van d¢am bao tinh mach
lac ctia bai viét. Cac ky thuat nay bao gém viéc su
dung ménh dé quan hé hodac ménh dé quan hé rat gon
¢6 chira cac dong tir chi mdi quan hé nhan qua.

Bai viét nay nay nham chia sé nhimg phwong phap
giup ting cuong sy mugt ma va ty nhién trong bai
luan ctia sinh vién dé chi mdi quan hé nhan qua ma
khong phu thudc quéa nhiu vao céc lién tir. Muc tiéu
cudi cung 14 trang bi cho sinh vién kha ning tao ra
nhiing bai luan hép dan va mach lac, thu hut ngudi doc
trong khi van duy tri mot mach suy nghi lién mach.

2. N§i dung nghién ctru
2.1. Dinh nghia lién tir
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Lién tir (connectives or transition signals) la nhiing
tirhodc cum tir chi nguyén nhan/két qua nhu “because”,
“since”, “now that”, chi su trai nguoc nhu “although”,
“while” va chi diéu kién nhu “if”, “unless”. Chung
c6 thé 1a cac tir trong ménh d& trang ngit nhu “if”,
“although”, cac tir chuyén tiép gitra hai cau doc lap
nhu “therefore”, “consequently”, cac tir ndi gitra hai
ménh dé trong mot cau nhu “so”, “but”, “yet” hoac
gidi tor nhu “because of”, “due to”, “despite”. (Azar &
Hagen, 2016, p. 405; Oshima & Hogue, 2006, p. 27)

Trong khudn kho ciia bai viét nay, tac gia chi phan
tich cac lién tir chi mdi quan hé nhan qua giita hai
ménh dé trong mot cau, hoac gilra hai cau ddc lap va
cac chién lugc thay thé cac lién tir nay trong bai luan
ctia sinh vién bang cic cdu trac ngir phép, tir vung dé
gitip cho bai viét tu nhién hon.

2.2. Cidc lién tiv chi moi quan hé nhén-qud trong
Tiéng Anh

Trong cac bai viét hoc thuat, mbi quan h¢ nhan qua
dong vai tro co ban trong viéc truyén dat sy két ndi
logic giira cac ¥ tuong va su kién. Nhitng mbi quan
hé nay thiét 1ap mot lién két nhan- qua, trong d6 mot
su kién hodc hanh dong dan dén mot két qua hoac hau
qua tiép theo. Viéc st dung cac lién tir nhu “so” (do
do6), “because” (boi vi), “as a result” (két qua 1a) va
“therefore” (vi thé)... di trd thanh nhimg phuong tién
phd bién dé chi rd nhitng mdi quan hé nhin qua nay.
2.2.1. Cdc lién tir chi moi quan hé nhan-qua giita hai
ménh dé trong mot cau
2.2.1.1. Khi ménh dé nguyén nhén néi trudc va ménh
dé két qua néi sau
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Lién tir “so”, “therefore” (vi vay) dugc dung dé nbi
hai ménh d trong cting mot cau nham chi ra mdi quan
hé nhan-qua. Trong ciu ndy, nguyén nhan dugc nhic
dén & ménh dé trude va két qua duoc nhéc dén & ménh
dé sau (Sims, 2012, p.504):

Nguyén nhian Lién tir Két qua
S+YV, ) S+ V.
S+V; therefore, S+V.

Vi du: He was lazy, so he failed the exam.

He was lazy; therefore, he failed the exam.

Ngoai ra, chung ta ciing ¢ thé dung céc lién tir
“because/since/as” chi nguyén nhan trong ménh dé
trude, va ménh dé chi két qua dugc dat sau (Hewings,
2023, p.160):

Lién tir

Két qua
S+V.

Nguyén nhan
S+V,

Because/Since/As

Vi du: Because/Since/As he was lazy, he failed the
exam.
2.2.1.2. Khi ménh dé két qua néi truée va ménh dé
nguyén nhan noi sau

Ménh dé chi nguyén nhan véi lién tir “because/
since/as” (boi vi) ciing c6 thé dugc dat sau ménh dé
chi két qua véi cong thirc (Hewings, 2023, p.160):

Két qua | Lién tir

S+V

Nguyén nhén
S+ V.

because/since/as

Vi du: He failed the exam because/since/as he was
lazy.
2.2.2. Cac lién tir chi méi quan hé nhdn-qua giita
gitka hai cdu doc lap

Khi hai cau doc 1ap c6 quan hé nguyén nhan-két
qua, cac lién tr thuong dugc st dung 1a “accordingly”,

“consequently”, “therefore”, “as a result”, “for this
reason”. (Sims, 2012, p.115)
Nguyén nhin |Lién tir Két qua
S+V. Accordingly, S+V.
He was lazy. Consequently, he failed the exam
Therefore,
As a result,
For this reason,

2.3. Cdc cich chi ra moi quan hé nhdan qud ma
khéng dung lién tir

Nhu tic gia da d& cap ¢ trén, khi mot bai viét co
nhiéu luan diém, mot sb sinh vién thuong st dung lap
lai cac lién tir dé chi quan hé nhan qua, dan dén viéc lap
ciu trac khién bai viét tré nén thiéu tu nhién. Dé han
ché viéc sir dung qué nhiéu céc lién tir chi mdi quan
hé nhan-qua trong bai viét, sinh vién nén ding dai tir
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quan hé “which” thay cho ménh dé nguyén nhén, sau
d6 str dung cac dong tir gay khién, dong tir chi két qua
hodc dong tir chi su can tro dé din dat két qua.

2.3.1. Thay cdc lién tir bang dai tir quan hé “which”
va dong tir gy khién (causative verbs)

Vi cong thirc nay, sau ménh dé chi nguyén nhan,
ching ta ding déu phay va dai tir quan hé “which”
thay cho ménh dé nguyén nhan phia truéc. Trong
cdu nay, “which’ mang nghia 1a “diéu nay”. Sau dai
tr quan hé “which”, chiing ta dung cac dong tir gay
khién (causative verbs) nhu “make”, “allow”, “help”,
“enable” dé chi ra ré“lng su viéc/hanh dong & ménh dé
trude trude gy ra két qua gi d6 & ménh dé sau. Cac
dong tir gay khién ngay sau “which” chia véi s it néu
& thoi hién tai:
Nguyén nhin

S+V,

Két qua
make sb V
cause sb to V
allow sb to V
help sb V
helpsbtoV
enable sb to V

Pong tir “make”: Trong cac dong tir gy khién
bén trén, “make” la dong tr trung tinh, dugc dung cho
ca nghia tich cuc va tiéu cuc.

Vi du: He was lazy, so he failed the exam.

=>He was lazy, which made him fail the exam.

Anh ta ludi biéng, diéu nay lam anh ta thi trugt.

O vi du trén, dong tur “make” mang nghia tiéu cuc,
Cau nay ciling c6 thé rat gon béng cach luoc bd dai
tir quan hé “which” di va chuyén dong tir thanh dang
V.ing: He was lazy, making him fail the exam. Dong
tor “make” dugc dung voi nghia tich cuc trong vi du
sau:

Those who study abroad have many opportunities
to broaden their horizons and gain diverse experiences.
Therefore, they become more mature.

>Those who study abroad have many
opportunities to broaden their horizons and gain
diverse experiences, which makes them become more
mature. (Nhitng nguoi hoc & nude ngoai c6 nhiéu co
hoi dé mo rong chan troi va c6 nhimng trai nghiém
phong phii, diéu nay lam cho ho truéng thanh hon.)

Dong tir “cause”: Dong tir “cause” thuong dugc
ding dé chi ¥ nghia tiéu cyc. Vi du:

Children who are physically abused become
frightened. For this reason, they run away from
home.

=> Children who are physically abused become
frightened, which causes them to run away from
home.

=>» Children who are physically abused become

Dai tir quan hé
which +
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frightened, causing them to run away from home.

Dong tir “help/enable”: Hai dong tur nay dugc su
dung khi mot sy viéc tao diéu kién thuan lgi cho mdt
két qua cu thé, mang tinh chat tich cyc. Vi du:

Puppy love provides students with an opportunity
to experience romantic feelings and learn how to deal
with them. As a result, students can develop their
emotional intelligence and social skills.

= Puppy love provides students with an
opportunity to experience romantic feelings and learn
how to deal with them, which helps/enables them to
develop their emotional intelligence and social skills.

= Puppy love provides students with an
opportunity to experience romantic feelings and learn
how to deal with them, helping/enabling them to
develop their emotional intelligence and social skills.

Pong tir “allow”: Dong tir nay dugc su dung khi
mdt su viéc cho phép mot hanh dong hodc tinh huéng
xdy ra, mang tinh chat tich cuc. Vi du:

When students study abroad, they have
opportunities to take part in different festivals.
Accordingly, they can learn more about the native
culture and widen their perspective.

> When students study abroad, they have
opportunities to take part in different festivals, which
allows them to learn more about the native culture and
widen their perspective.

> When students study abroad, they have
opportunities to take part in different festivals,
allowing them to learn more about the native culture
and widen their perspective.

2.3.2. Thay cdc lién tir bang dai tir quan hé “which”
va dong tir chi két qua

Nguyén nhén |Dai tir quan hé |Két qua/Hau qua

S +V, which + |lead to/result in/contribute
to/cause + sth

Cac lién tir dimg truéc ménh dé chi két qua co
thé duoc thay bang dai tir quan hé “which” va dong
tir chi két qua nhu “lead to”, “result in” (dan dén),
“contribute to” (dong gop/tao ra) va “cause” (gly ra).
Sau cac dong tir nay la cac cum danh tur. Vi du:

Many children often choose to eat fast food instead
of home-cooked food. Therefore, they gain weight
uncontrollably.

=>» Many children often choose to eat fast food
instead of home-cooked food, which contributes to/
results in/leads to/causes their uncontrollable weight
gain.

=>Many children often choose to eat fast food
instead of home-cooked food, contributing to/

resulting in/leading to/causing their uncontrollable
weight gain.
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2.3.3. Thay cdc lién tir bang dai tir quan hé “which
va dong tir chi sy can tro

Dai tir quan hé Két qua/Hiu qua

which + |prevent/discourage/deter
sb from V.ing

hamper/hinder sth

Khi ménh dé két qua mang tinh cht phu dinh, cac
lién tir trudc ménh dé két qua co thé dugc thay bang
dai tor quan hé “which” va cac dong tir chi sy can trd
nhu “prevent”, “discourage”, “deter”, “hamper” va
“hinder”. Cac dong tir ndy thuong duoc sir dung dé
dién ta sy can trd, ngan chan, lam giam hoic lam mét
htng thu ddi v6i mot hanh dong hodc muc ti€u nao
do. Vi du:

When students are engrossed in their smartphones,
they are less likely to engage in face-to-face
conversations with their peers and teachers during
break time. Therefore, they cannot develop crucial
social skills.

=>When students are engrossed in their
smartphones, they are less likely to engage in face-
to-face conversations with their peers and teachers
during break time, which prevents/ discourages/
deters them from developing crucial social skills.

=>When students are engrossed in their
smartphones, they are less likely to engage in face-
to-face conversations with their peers and teachers
during break time, which hinders/hampers their
development of crucial social skills.

3. Két luan

Tém lai, viée st dung qua nhidu va lap lai cac tr
lién két s& lam cho bai viét thiéu tu nhién. Do vay,
gi4o vién can hudng dan cho sinh vién cach két hop ca
lién tir va k¥ thuat ding ménh dé quan hé hoac ménh
dé quan hé rat gon va cac dong tir gy khién, dong tir
chi két qua va dong tir chi sy can tro dé dién ta két qua
mot cach ti nhién nhat. Su két hop hai hoa gitra lién tir
va cac cach thay thé nay s& gitp cho bai viét da dang
vé cdu trac. Piéu nay khong nhiing gitp ting diém
mach lac ma con gitip ting ca diém cau truc ngit phap
cho sinh vién.
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