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HiNH TUGNG CON RAN
TRONG VAN HOA VIET

BUI QUANG THANH*

Tém tit: Con rdn khdng chi don thuan la mét lodi vdt, ma con la mot biéu tu’o’ngphongphu mang nhiéu
y nghia tam linh va van hoa trong doi séng ngwoi Viét. Rin xudt hién trong cac truyen thuyét, co tich, ca
dao, tuc ngit, thanh ngit véi nhiéu vai tro khdc nhau. Ran dwoc tho phung, gdn lién véi cac nghi 1é va tin
ngudng dan gian, dic biét la tin ngieong tho Mau. Hinh twong con ran di tao ra mét kho tang van héa dén

gian phong phu va da dang.
Tir khoéa: con rin, biéu tuong, tin ngudng.

Abstract: More than just an animal, the snake is a rich symbol carrying numerous spiritual and cultural
meanings in the lives of the Vietnamese people. The snake appears in legends, fairy tales, folk songs, proverbs,
and idioms with various roles. It is worshiped and associated with folk rituals and beliefs, especially the Mother
Goddess worship. The snake image has created a rich and diverse folk culture treasure trove.

Keywords: snake, symbol, belief.

1. D4n nhap

Trén tién trinh lich st nhan loai, trai qua hang van
nim, doi sdng vin hoa ciia con ngudi & moi ving
dét ludn duoc tiép nhén hodc thuan hoéa chinh phuc
céc con vat c6 thuc ngoai doi dé rdi sang tao ra cac
hinh tugng loai vat trong tadm thure, dua né bude vao
con dudng hién ton truc dién hay a0 anh, mang tinh
biéu tuong/ biéu trung theo nhiéu cach thirc khac
nhau cho chinh nén vin hoa, tin ngu’ﬁrng, tap tuc, 16i
séng v6i nhimg dau hiéu mang ban sac - dac trung
cho mét Vung mién, mot cong ddng ngudi hodc mot
dan toc nhét dinh. Trong s6 vo van nhiing loai vat
do, o bat ky Vung dat gin v6i thung liing, song nudc
hay nui cao, bién dao hay luc dia ndo, con rin cho
du 1a dong vat hoang di ton tai trong thién nhién
nhung ludn duoc coi nhu mdt trong nhimng sinh thé
hiém hoi mang ¥ nghia biéu trong/ biéu trung phong
phu nhét, tir thud so khai cta lich st nhan loai dén
hién tai, hién di¢n trong/ vao moi ngoc ngach cua
doi séng thyc tai hay di vao tm thirc tdm linh nhu
mot thé Iyrc v6 hinh nhung chira dyng nhidu y nghia
nhan sinh cta con nguoi.

La loai vat mang nhiéu tén goi khac nhau (hd
mang, cap nong, cap nia, mai gém, soc dua, hd dat,
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rén luc, rén réo, rin chuong...), con rin 1a mot trong
nhiing biéu twong than thoai 1au ddi nhat va phd bién
nhét trong lich sir nhan loai. Nhin tir goc d¢ vin hoa,
c6 thé thay 13, xuyén sudt céc nén Vén h(’)a van
minh tir Pong sang Tay, tir ¢4 chi kim, rin gan nhu
len 16i vao moi ngd 16i ctia vii try va doi song con
ngudi, dong thoi nhiéu khi tré thanh mau sé chung
cho biéu tuong trong tdm thirc ctia con ngudi vé
nude, lira, linh hdn, nhuc duc, tinh khon, 13t 1éo; 1a
biéu tugng mang tinh hai mat, vira mang lai diéu
thién hd trg doi séng con nguoi trong am thuc, 1am
thudc chira bénh, phu trg tam linh, tham chi dugc
ton sung nhu sy hién di¢n cua nhitng vi than co uy
luc tdi cao, mat khac, sin sang lam diéu 4c, giwong
noc giét ngudi, hai vat nuoi, de doa su séng con
ngudi & bit ky hoan canh, vi tri nao trong cudc sdng
thuong nhat.

Nhin vé qué khr, giéi khoa hoc cho riang, dudng
nhu tin ngudng tho rin & qué huong cua kim ty thap
la Ai Céap co thé duogc coi 1a ¢d xwa nhat. Hinh tuong
nhitng con rén du nhap vao cac ton gido Ai Cap nhu
mot biéu twong cuia thanh than voi sirc hut dén mé
hodc, nhiéu khi duge con ngudi sung bai va coi nhu
dang don nhan nhing 10 tién tri, sim truyén tir chinh
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dang tdi cao trong vai mot vi than hién vé trong dang
voc ngudi rén, thim chi con dugce coi nhur day chinh
1a vi than ho ménh cho cac vua chua qua cac triéu
dai. Trong khi do, tai Hy Lap ¢b dai, rén lai duoc dan
du qua céc trang than thoai tuy c6 lic hién hinh nhu
mdt loai dich thii nguy hiém nhung khong hé 16 dang
vé biéu twong cho su dc doc ma lai gan véi vai tro
ctia nhitng vi than dét, cai quan 4m phu, phu tro cho
ca mién cu tra clia con ngudi.

Vi cac nudc phuong Dong, hinh tugng rén hién
dién trong mot s6 nén vin hoa chiém nhiing vi tri
quan trong, thé hién nhiing dién mao da dang va
khac nhau, thdm chi d6i 1ap nhau nhu guong mat cua
ong thi¢n, 6ng ac, hi¢n than cua vi than chuyén lam
diéu tot hay x4u, ghét bo hodc tin yéu con ngudi. ..
Chinh vi thé, nhitng vi than rin qua tdm thtrc cua
cong dong va quan niém cua qué trinh sang tao trong
tam thic dan gian da gop phan tao nén su da dang
cho chinh nén van hoa cua tung dan tdc. Than thoai
nbi tiéng ctia Trung Qudc Bach Xa truyén ludn chira
dyng hinh anh vi thin Phyc Hy hay Nir Oa c6 dién
mao dau nguoi minh rén, dudi rén, tuy nhin dir dan
nhung lai chi hudng toi viéc thién gitip d& déan lanh,
doi da va troi, ciru mua mang trudc mua bao hiy diét
doi séng chung sinh. Vi Nhat Ban, rin len ca vao
Than dao dugc than thoai truyén luu hiéu danh Bat
ky dai xa, dugc dan ching ton sting va tri an. Tai dat
Thai Lan, qué hwong cua vo sé cung dién, chia thap
16ng 1y, hoanh trang dwoc nguoi dan 1y lam khéng
gian phung tho ran, coi d6 1a luc lwgng than linh luén
mang lai may man cho con ngudi. Pén véi cac dén
tho rén cua nguoi Khmer, du khach cham mat hang
loat ran khong 16 ngay tai cau thang hay trén 16i di
duoc coi 1a chuyén thuong ngay va chu nhan coi do6
1a nhitng vi than canh giir cho ngéi dén binh yén, xua
dudi ta ma khong cho quiy pha khach hanh hwong.
Nhung song hanh véi cac quan niém do con la
nhitng cach hiéu, cach nhén thic coi rin nhu nhiing
luc lugng than bi ¢6 st manh tan ac, sin sang gay
hai cho cong dong, vi vdy can phai tho cing, sing
bai nhu img xir véi nhitng than linh dé rin khong vé
gdy hai cho con nguoi noi chung.

Thuec té d6 cho thy, rd rang con rin di di vao thé
gidi biéu tugng & mdi dan toc mang nhiing biéu
trung vira c6 nét chung tir nét dic trung cia loai rin
ngoai doi voi sitc manh va sy khon khéo cua ke san
m01 vira sdn sang phun doc giét nguoi hodc dung
vé phia con ngudi dé lam diéu thién, mang ¥ nghia
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nhan sinh gan véi nhitng tap quan, tin ngudng cia
tung dan tdc, toc nguoi nhét dinh, duoc cac ton giao
thu nap mot cach phu hop.

Véinguoi Viét, con rén hién dién trong kho tang
van hoa dan gian lai dugc sang tao mot cach da dang,
sinh dong v6i nhitng bién thé khac nhau, tir hé thong
tén goi - gidng nhu cach goi chung theo dic tinh sinh
tdn va dang voc cua con ran nhu hod mang, hd chau,
ran réo, ran luc, ran chudng. .. con 1a nhiing cai tén
mang tap tuc hay phuong ngu dia phuong nhu chan
tinh, giao long, thuong luong, mang xa, ong giai,
tham chi 12 con rdng... cho dén cac cach thic tho
phung, sung bai thong qua cac hinh thirc thyc hanh
tin ngudng tai cac khong gian thiéng ¢ cac dia
phwong khac nhau. D6 ciing chinh 1a cac yéu té dir
lidu cung cip co sd dé tro thanh cac hinh anh tao da
cho cam hung sang tao nghé thudt ngdn tir (cb tich,
ca dao tuc ngtt, thanh nglr) va my thuét tao hinh dan
gian qua cac thé hé.

2. Hinh twong rin trong sang tao nghé thuat
ngon tir din gian Viét

Vi nguoi Viét, ¢o 1€ sy hién dién con ran trong
tiém thirc cia con ngudi duge biéu hién va giri gam
som nhit qua bién thé giao long trong truyén thuyét
Lac Long Quén va Au Co, ciu chuyén tai hién ngudn
gbe thiy t6 dan toc Viét va huyén thoai Thanh Giéng
chém chét Giao long dé ctru me thoi cac Vua Hung,
thé hién tAm long bao hiéu ctia nguoi con ludn vi dan
vi nude. Bude vao thé gioi ¢d tich, ran con hién dién
qua nhiéu bién thé trong cac vai ctia tran tinh hay chan
tinh. Ngudi Viét qua cac thé hé van truyén luu ¢ tich
Thach Sanh nbi tiéng, trong d6 4m anh hinh tugng
con chan tinh vén duoc tu luyén 1au nam chuyén di
hai ngudi, bt dan lang thudng nién phai hién sinh cho
ndé mot mang nguodi, nhung cubi cung da bi tiéu diét
boi trang si Thach Sanh hién lanh, diing cam. Trong
bd Kho tang cé tich Vigt Nam (Nguyén Dong Chi)
da suu tap hon chuc truyén dé cap dén hinh tuong con
tin véi céc bién thé khac nhau nhu giao long, thuong
ludng, chin tinh, mang xa, xa tinh, trong d6 ¢6 truyén
ké vé tinh thién cua loai rén, giup do dan lang, dugc
nguoi dan ca nggi, phung tho, lai cé truyén truc dién
coi rén l1a loai 4c doc, chuyén lam hai dan lanh, b
ngum dan xa lanh, ghet bd. Bén canh sy hién dién cua
con tin vdi cac vai vé va bién the tén goi khac nhau
trong kho tang truyén thuyét va cd tich, ching ta con
¢6 thé nhan dién dugc kha rd hinh tuong con ran duoc
tiép nhan, phan anh qua kho ting tuc ngit, thanh ngir,
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ca dao, dong dao cua ngudi Viét. Pang sau mdi ciu
tuc ngit, thanh ngir hodc mdi bai ca dao, déng dao la
bong dang mudn hinh van trang ctia con ran trong cac
hanh trang hay ngoc ngach ctia doi séng dan chiing tir
nhiing bbi canh khac nhau, tir cic cach biéu hién mang
tinh an du hay truc dién boc 16 nhitng biéu cam, thai
d6 khac nhau. Chinh vi thé, ngay tai thoi diém cta xa
hoi duong dai, nguoi doi van truyén tung, van dung
cac cau tuc ngit, thanh ngir quen thudc, thay cho cac
minh giai hay suy nghi ctia minh vé ngudi doi, vé cude
doi va thé su. D6 la su quen thudc cta hang loat tuc
ngit, thanh ngit: Khdu Phdt tam xa (Ké dao dtrc gia,
miéng n6i thuong nguoi, long da ac hiém, him hai ké
khac); Miéng him rdan déc (Chi noi hiém nguy doc
dia); Ve rdn thém chén (Chi nhiing viéc lam khong can
thiét, thira thai phan tic dung); Him tha rdn cdn
(Khong gap tai wong nay thi gap hoan nan khac)...
Va trong thé gidi cua ca dao, déng dao, ho ve¢,
con ran ciing ludn duoc vién dan hodc vay muon
hinh anh dé minh hoa cho nhing tdm tu, suy nghi,
tinh cam, thai d6 ctia con ngudi trong mdi quan hé
vé1 mdi trudong van hoa sinh thai, moi truong van
hda nhan van va moéi truong van hoa xa hoi. Do co
thé 1a tiéng hat vui nhon, giai tri hon nhién ctia nguoi
lao ddng trong thoi khéc ngoi nghi ngoai ddng: “Bao
gid cho dén thang ba, éch cén ¢ rin tha ra ngoai
ddng”; “Rong ran 1én may co cai cdy nic nac, ¢ nha
hién vinh!”. Ciing c6 thé hinh anh rin dugc vay
muon dé thé hién thai do trudc cac mdi quan hé xa

Mua ran trong L& hoi lang Lé Mat - Anh: Nguyén Thanh Ha

hoi, y thitc vé sy phan chia gidu nghéo, qua do giri
gam 161 nhic nho bong gié nhung tham thiy va cd ¥
nghia canh tinh: “Kho6 khan ¢ quan & 1éu; Ba o, ong
cau chéng diéu hoi sao; Giau sang O tan bén Lao;
Hum tha rén cin, tim vao cho nhanh”. Nhung nhiéu
khi hinh anh rén lai dugc vay muon dé nhen 1én
nhiing cau hat nghia tinh, gian hon bong gid, nhe
nhang nhung ciing tham thiy va c6 van hoa ngay
trong bdi canh gip nhau giita hoi lang: “Con ran ho
dat nam trén cay thuc dia; Con ngya nha troi an co
chi thién; Trach anh ban tinh gian ddi dao dién; Gat
em xudng chdn huynh tuyén b em!”. Hoic trong 16
boc bach tdm sy chan that, tuy mdc mac nhung Am
1ong boi méi tinh chung thiy: “Péi ta nhu rén liu
diu; Nude chay mic nude ta diu 1y nhau !...”. Va
nhu vy, trong thé gi6i cua ngh¢ thuat ngén tir dn
gian, qua h¢ thong truyén thuyét, cd tich, ca dao, tuc
ngit, thanh ngir... d& dang nhan dién duoc hinh tugng
- hinh anh con rin v&i cac bién thé da dang khac
nhau, vira gén v6i cai ac, gian manh, loc Itra (noc
doc giét ngudi, song trong bong t6i), kho 1am than
thién; nhung ciing ¢6 thoi khic rén dugc coi 1a nguoi
ban phu trg mdi khi gip hoan nan vé vat chat hay
tinh cam, nhit 1a d6i v6i thanh phan & day xa hoi.
Ciing vi nhitng dic tinh khé dé con nguoi than thién
& rén, ma, trai qua nhiing trai nghiém trong cudc
séng, tiém thirc con nguoi lai hudng dén so rén, cAu
than v6i ran, cau mong ran khong ac hai véi con
ngudi va di dén than thanh hoa loai rin, rude rin vao
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t¢ va van hoa trong phat trién du lich. Can phai quan
triét va thuc hién tu tuong Hd Chi Minh vé trong dan
khong chi 1a yéu dan, tin dan, kinh dan ma con ling
nghe y kién ctia nhan dén, tiép thu sang kién ctia nhan
dan va tinh thdn cua Pai hoi XIII cua Pang vé
phuong cham “Dan biét, dan ban, dan lam, dan kiém
tra, dan giam sat, dan thu huong” dé khong chi tao
su déng thuén, sy ing hd ma con 1a trung clu, phat
huy sang kién ctia nhan dén trong qua trinh phat trién.

Két luan

Theo quan diém Mac - Lénin, tu tuong HO Chi
Minh, méi quan h¢ giita kinh t& va van hoa la méi
quan h¢ bién chirng. Pang ta van dung va quan trict
quan diém nay xuyén sudt qué trinh lanh dao su
nghiép phat trién phat trién kinh té noi chung, phat
trién du lich noi riéng cta dt nude. Mdi quan hé nay
dugc cac cip chinh quyén, nhan dan céc tinh mién
nui bién gidi phia Bic trién khai t6 chirc thyuc hién
trong qua trinh phat trién du lich dva trén phat huy
nén vin hoa dic sic, ddm da ban sic cac dan toc
thiéu sd. Trong qua trinh do, mot sb van dé bat cap,
mau thuin xuat hién 1a nhitng bai todn doi héi phai
tiép tuc nang cao hiéu qua sy lanh dao cta Pang, su
quan 1y cia Nha nudc théng qua nhitng co ché,
chinh sach ngay cang phtt hop hon; phat huy t6t hon
su nd luyc sang tao ciia moi chii thé trong d6 chinh
quyén, nhan dan cac dan toc thiéu s6 dé cac tinh

mién ndi bién gidi phia Bac tiép tuc c6 nhimng budc
phat trién viing chac trong thoi gian tdim
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HiNH TUONG CON RAN...

(tiép theo trang 74)

Chinh sy hién dién cta hinh tuong ran da gop phan lam thiéng hoa vai tro clia chu dién tho 1a cac thanh
Mau trén dién tho, dwa thanh Mau 1én vi tri c6 quyén ning tdi thugng, chiém linh dugc niém tin cia cac con
nhang dé tir va chiing sinh n6i chung - nhiing thanh phan tu héi tai khong gian thiéng trudc ban tho thanh
Mau huéng téi myc dich cdu tai, cau 10¢, cau binh an, tranh moi tai 4ch bénh tat va cau c6 dugc nguf)n nang
luong dé sang tao, thanh dat trong cudc séng, hién tai va lau daim
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