AM NHAC TRONG NGHE THIIAT CAI LUONG
G THANH PHO HO CHi MINH

LE NGUYEN PAT*

Tém tat: Bai viét khdo sdt vai tro va tién trinh phat trién cia am nhac trong nghé thudt cdi liwong tai
TPHCM - trung tdm I6n cua sdn khdu cdi heong Nam Bé. Téc gia lam ré nén tang nhac tdi tir trong viéc
hinh thanh cai lvong, qua trinh dung hop voi am nhac phwong Tdy va cac logi hinh ddn ca, tan nhac, ciing
nhue s thich vmg ciia am nhac cdi ong sau ndm 1975 dén nay. Qua do, bai viét cho thay am nhac khéong
chi la yéu té nén tang, ma con la déng lwc thic ddy sw déi méi, gii gin ban sdc va phdt trién cia san khdu
cai lwong trong thoi dai hoi nhdp.

Tur khéa: cai luong, nhac tai tir, m nhac san khAu.

Abstract: This article investigates the role and developmental process of music in the art of “cai luong”
in Ho Chi Minh City - the major center of Southern Vietnam's “cai luong” stage. The author clarifies the
foundational influence of “tai tu” music in the formation of “cai luong”, its integration with Western music,
various forms of folk songs, and Vietnamese modern popular music, as well as the adaptation of its music
from 1975 to the present. Through this study, the article shows that music is not only a fundamental element
but also a driving force for innovation, the preservation of identity, and the development of “cai luong” in

the era of global integration.
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m nhac 1a mét trong nhiing thanh tuu sang

tao to lon cua nhan loai va la 1 trong 6 loai
hinh ngh¢ thuét co ban (1). So véi cac loai hinh nghé
thuat khac, 4m nhac xuét hién rat som, song hanh
cung voi tién trinh lich sir van hoa ctia mdi dan toc.
C6 kha nhiéu dinh nghia ¢ cac goc do tiép can khac
nhau, song déu c6 nhimng diém chung trong nhan
dinh vé 4m nhac: Am nhac la nghé thuat &m thanh
nhiam biéu dat cam xtic cua ngudi hat, ngudi nghe.
Khi n6i dén 4m nhac 1a no6i dén hai thé loai quan
trong: thanh nhac (dua trén giong hat) va khi nhac
(dva trén am thanh ctia nhac cu).

Chua co tai liéu nao khéng dinh c6 can ctr va
thuyét phuc rang thé loai nao duoc hinh thanh sém
hon. Tuy nhién, khi xem xét ngudn gbc va tién trinh
ctia nhac tai tir (don ca tai tir) - thanh t6 quan trong
cua ngh¢ thuat cai luong, cho théy khinhac biéu hién
qua dién tiu cac long ban trén nhac cu duoc hinh
thanh sém hon. Sau d6, dé viéc phd bién nhac tai tir
dugc rong rai va d& dang, dap tng nhu ciu tiéu
khién, giai tri cia dai chung, cac bac tién bdi moi dat
101 ca trén long ban nhac. Viéc dat 161 ca cho théy
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“cai luong”, “tai tu” music, stage music.

céc vi tién bbi da phat huy vai trd ctia van hoc truyén
khau, van hoc thanh vin qua tiéng noéi ciia ngudi
mién Nam trong viéc sang tac. Thuat ngit “bai ban”
(phan ca tir - phan 10ng ban) ma giGi nhac s dung
dé goi rat chinh xac ddi v6i dong nhac nay. D6 ciing
la sy hop ly khi xac dinh tén goi ciia thé loai 4m nhac
cb truyén & Nam B9 1a don ca tai tir ma khong goi
1a ca don tai tir.

1. Nhac tai tir - “4m nhac nén” ciia cai lwong

Khi néi dén thuﬁt ngir nén tang (can ban, co sd)
1a n6i dén phan “gdc r&” cbt yéu, quyét dinh ban chat
cua su vat. Nhac tai tir duoc xem la nén tang cua cai
lwong vi méy 18 sau day:

Hinh thiic ca ra bé tao tién dé hinh thanh va phat
trién cai lwong. Tir kiéu ca “tw d6i dap” va “ca thay
phién” cua c6 Ba Péc, ¢6 Hai Nhiéu (ban nhac My
Tho do 6ng Nguyén Téng Triéu phu trach); dén kiéu
ca “phan vai theo 101 ca” ctia cac tai tt & Vinh Long
(ban tai tr ndy do 6ng Tong Hiru Dinh dan dat) da
dan dén sy thay doi vi tri dién tAu cua céc tai tir don
va su kh‘fmg dinh vai tro cua tai ti ca. Didu nay con
tac dong dén sy mo rong khong gian trinh dién ciia
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don ca tai tir: dua loai “4m nhac thinh phong c6
truyén Mién Nam” (2) 1én san khau rap chiéu bong
(sang kién cua thay Nam Ho - chu rap Casino My
Tho) (3); hay trong khach san Minh Tan (M§ Tho),
Ctru Long Giang (Sai Gon), hoic san khiu cta ganh
Cirque Jeune Annam et Carabo Sadec Amis do thay
Than (Sa DBéc) [am chu. Noi dung va hinh thirc trinh
dién ca ra bé da dap ing dwoc xu hudng thim my
ctia cong chung, tao sy phan khich trong nhac gidi,
thiic ddy viéc sang tac 10i ca trén 1ong ban ngay cang
nhiéu. Bai ca ra b nhan d& Bui Kiém thi rét tré vé
viét theo diéu Tu dai odn nhip 4 tré thanh ban nhac
“hot” bay gio. Theo d6, vai trd ctia ngudi sang tac
cling dan dugc khang dinh va ngiy cang trd nén
quan trong. Dé viét mot vo tudng, ngoai kién thic
van chuong, von séng thuc tién thi sy thong thao bai
ban nhac tai tir 1a tiéu chi bat buge. Céc soan gia tién
bbi cta cai luong nhu Nguyén Trong Quyén
(1876-1953), Truong Duy Toan (1885-1957), Nguyén
Tri Khuong (1890-1962) ... va thé hé ké tiép: Huynh
Tha Trung (Tu Choi, 1906-1964), Nguyén Thanh
Chau (Nam Chéu, 1906-1977), Tran Hitu Trang
(1906-1966). .. déu khoi nghiép tir don ca tai tir.

Tu thé loai nhac phong, dugc str dung trong cac
dip tiéu khién va giai tri trong sinh hoat thuong nhat
cua dai ching, nhac tai tir dugc dua lén san khau rap
chiéu bong (rap Casino My Tho), trinh dién khan
phong trong khéach san (Minh Tan My Tho, Ctu
Long Giang Sai Gon), hay két hop véi nghé thuat
tap k¥ (ganh xiéc cta thay Than) cho dén dan nhac
that tuyét trong ganh hat thay Nam Tt (My Tho) da
cho thdy qua trinh x4c lap vai trd 4m nhac 1a thanh
tb quan trong ctia ngh¢ thuat kich hat cai luong - mot
loai hinh téng hop boi nhiéu loai hinh ngh¢ thuat.
Va nhu vay, nhac tai tir bat dau co tén ghép gan véi
hoat dong san khéu 14 nhac tai tir - cdi lwong, voi vai
tro la nhac dém, “lam nén” cho giong hat. Sy “lam
nén” nay con cho thay thanh nhac dong vai tro chu
dao, qua d6 cac dién vién ra stic sang tao, ghi dau 4n
trong 1ong khan gia bang chét giong va k¥ thuat biéu
dat dac thu. Mac du phai c6 nhac dém thi moi thanh
tac pham, song d6i v6i dai chung, nguoi ta quen g01
la “ca cai lu:orng vi giong hat dé tao cam xuc, an
tugng voi so dong nguoi thuong thurec.

Giai doan dau cua cai luwong, cac dién vién, soan
gia da sb xuét than tir dong nhac tai tir nén viéc dién
ca va sang tac 1oi tuan thu theo long ban, st dung
cac cau, 16p kha dai ¢ mdi ban nhac. Su g0 bd vé ca
tu phai tng voi lop cau, nhip di€u trong long ban,
dan dén cam xuc thiéu tinh lién tyc va hanh dong
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biéu dat qua cau ca bi han ché. Do d6, mot sd ban
nhac nhu cac ban oan (cac ban oan chinh), 18 (r nhat
1a ban xang x8&), ban Da ¢é hodi lang (Vong cb nhip
4,8,16,32).. duoc cac nhac si mo nhip & mdi cau,
dong thoi cai tién 101 ca chu dong lay glong (tone)
dé dan vao dau mdi ban nhac. Sy cai tién nay vira
khai thac duoc k¥ thuat ca dién ciia ca nhan vira phu
hop véi tinh chat “dong” cua nghé thuat kich hat.

Trong céac ban nhac ké thira tir don ca tai tr, ban
Dag ¢ hoai lang c6 mot vi tri quan trong. Viéc md
nhip ban nhac nay, dic biét & 6 cau dau cho thiy su
sang tao lién tuc cua cac l6p nghé nhan, nhac si,
d6ng thoi phan anh xu hudng thim my cta cong
chung ciing bién di theo thoi dai. Didu d6 da thoi
thac su cai tién, sang tao trong nghé thuat dé “khong
lac hau véi thoi cude”, bién hoat dong sang tao thanh
mot nghé ¢6 tinh chuyén mén cao. Do d6, ngoai hé
thong 10 bo nhac tai tir, ban Vong cé cac loai nhip
va rt nhiéu ban nho, ban ngén lan luot ra doi. Mot
trong nhing sang tao quan trong bo sung vao sy
phong pht hoi - diéu 1y nén tang tir don ca tai tir va
su dung hgp am nhac cua san khéu Viét kich, triéu
kich, ca kich... 6 chinh 14 diéu Quang. Thé diéu nay
khi dua vao céac tinh hudng san khau nhu: trai gai to
tinh, cam xuc dat dao trudc thién nhién tuoi dep, hay
do hiéu tam 1y ciia d6i phuong. .. thi khong thé co
ban nao dic dung hon Swong Chiéu - Tii Anh, Xang
xir liu, Khoc hoang thién, Phong ba dinh, Thudin
hoa, Cao son thanh (Co nwo’ngA Iy son - dan ca
bai Loan) (4)... Su phat trién cua cai luong ciing
dong thorl v6i su phat trién cua cac loai hinh nghe
thuat gan lién, ma trong d6 am nhac c6 vi thé vo
cung quan trong. Thuat ngir “ddi ngii lam nghé”
thong dung trong gidi san khau da minh chimg cho
hanh trinh phat trién cta nghé thuat cai lvong, ma
su khéi thuy cua n6 tr ngh¢ thuat don ca tai tur.

2. Tinh linh hoat trong &rng dung 4m nhac vao
san khiu cai lwong

Nhac tai tir hon mét thé ky qua da dugc bao 16p
the hé ngh¢ nhan nhac s gop cong sang tao. Tur viéc
tlep thu, cai tién nhac khi ciia cac nudc dén viée cai
tién nhimg bai ban cb dién cua 4m nhac cung dinh
dé sang tao ra cac bo nhac khi va hé thong bai ban
mang dic trung am nhac Viét & Nam Bo. Qua trinh
phat trién nhac tai tir cing v6i sy ra doi ctia san khau
cai lwong, gi¢i nhac da nd luc rat nhidu gop phan tao
nén su da dang va phong phu cua cac loai bai ban,
nhac khi. Hé théng bai ban cta nhac tai tor dugc cac
thé hé soan gia ké thira va sir dung vao kich ban phai
phut hop v6i bdi canh cua ¢t truyén, tim hon va tinh



cach cua ting vai dién. Pay con 1a sy thé hién trinh
d6 va nang lyc ciia ngudi soan gia. Tuy mdi loai déu
¢6 cau trac hinh thirc 4m nhac ¢ dinh (tinh ¢4 dién)
song khi ap dung vao sang tac kich ban hodc dan
dung thi tac gia, dao dién da chon loc nhirng 16p,
nhitng cau nhac pht hop véi tinh hudng va thoi
lugng ctia mdi canh dién (scene) chir khong sir dung
nguyén ban. Py 1a diém khéac biét vé mit 4m nhac
ctia san khau cai lwong va don ca tai tir. Boi, d6i vi
trinh dién don ca tai tir mot ngudi duoc xem 13 tai tir
gi6i phai théng thao 20 ban T, thé hién qua ning
luc dién tau, dién ca tron long ban. Chrfmg han, voi
diéu Luu thuy Trieong (1 trong 6 ban thude diéu thurc
Bic) nguoi tai tir phai dan hodc ca du 34 cau (gom 4
16p, nhip tu). Tham chi, dé thir tai nang va trinh do
am tuong vé bai ban cac tai tir thuong thach nhau
dién tu “lién Nam”, tirc 1a phai dan (hoic ca) lién
hoan va tron ban theo thir tu: Nam Xuan, Nam A,
Nam Pao tong sb 1a 239 cau, voi tde do (tempo)
cham rai, khoan thai (thoi lugng khoang tir 45-50
phut). Song, ddi véi san khiu cai lwong diéu d6 1a
khong thé boi am nhac dwoc sir dung phai gin véi
hanh dong, tinh cach, tdm trang ctia nhan vat, do do,
cac ban nhac tai tir chi dugc st dung tir 4-12 cau
trong nhiing tinh hudng cy thé cua vé dién.

3. Su tiép thu chon loc va cai tién, sang tao tir
nghé thuat phwong Tay

Mait khac, ntra dau TK XX cling la giai doan ma
cuéc giao luu tiép bién van hoa dién ra manh mé &
mién Nam, 1 noi thuc dan Phap chu y xay dung mot
nha nudc thudc dia kiéu mau. Cong chiing mién
Nam, trude tién 13 gi¢i Ty hoc va ting 16p thuong
luu c6 diéu kién dé tiép can voi cac loai hinh nghé
thudt phuong Tay: tiéu thuyét, kich hat (opera), tin
nhac (nhac céi cach, nhac nhe), ngh¢ thuat dai ching
(pop art)... Nhitng loai hinh nay da tac dong, anh
hudng dén ciu triic hinh thirc va ndi dung ctia nghé
thuat san khau cai luong.

Theo cac nghién ctru vé 4m nhac Nam B9 thi
nhitng nhac si tién phong d co thoi gian lién tuc tiép
thu va cai tién nhac khi phuong Tay. “Nam 1925, Tu
Choi (soan gia Huynh Thi Trung) cai tién dan ghi ta
phim cao dén nam 1926, thanh dan ghi ta phim 16m”.
Dén “nam 1927, tai Sai Gon c6 6ng Jean Tinh rdi ong
Sau Hiéu thtr dung violoncello dé choi mot s6 bai ban
Tai tu Cai luong nhung khong thanh cong do am vuc
dan qua trAm. Sau d6 6ng Jean Tinh tiép tuc thir
nghiém véi cay dan violin, c6 su phu hoa piano cua
mdt ngudi ban Phap. Ciing thoi diém nay, & Soc Tring
¢6 cac 6ng Sau Tai, Bay Canh ciing ding violin dé
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choi nhac tai tir”. Am khu ciia nhac khi nay gan véi
giong hat nén cac nhac si chi cai tién cach 1én day, gitr
nguyén hinh thirc ciu tao. Cac nhac cong dan co bt
dau hoc cach st dung dan violon trong dan nhac tai
tu - cai lwong va goi vui la dan co Tdy. Khoang “nam
1934-1935 cac 6ng Hai Nén va Hai Nhanh (Sai Gon)
1a nhitng ngudi dau tién sir dung mandolin phim 16m”.
O dat Rach Gi4, nhac si Gido Tién da s dung dan
octavina (modt loai guitar nho, gin gidng dan
mandohn phim nhat, c6 4 day) dé dan ban Vong cé
nhip 4 rat diéu luyén. C6 thé néi, thap nién 1930 dong
nhac cd truyén Nam B xuét hién nhiéu danh cam
duogc nhiéu ngudi biét dén, nhu Armand Thiéu, Chin
Hoa, Ba Kéo, Ba Cay, Hai Nén, Hai Nhanh (Sai Gon),
Gido Tién (Rach Gid)... di timg budc thé nghiém dua
ghita phim 16m don doc chiéc hodc hoa dan cing
violon va céc nhac cu phuong Tay khéc tao nén am
sic mai, thém chét trit tinh, du dwong cho bai ban
nhac tai tir - cai luong, dic biét v6i ban Vong co.

Dén nhing thap nién 1940-1960, bén canh cic
nhac khi nhu kim, co, tranh, bau, tam, ty, tréng, sdo,
violin, guitar phim 16m, mandolin va sau d6 bét dau
xuét hién hawiene, piano, trong jazz, kén saxophon
kén trumpet. .. trong bién ché dan nhac san khau cai
lwong. Bén canh nhac tai tir Nam B6 1a “linh hon”
ctia san khau cai luong da xuét hién cac diéu nhac
nhu Bolero, Rumba, Chachacha, Disco, Valse,
Boston, Slow... cho thay “mét co ché mo” trong qua
trinh giao luu tiép bién vian hoa phuong T4y trong
nghé thuat san khéu ¢ Nam Bo.

4. Nhirng sang tao, cdi tién Am nhac cai lwong
sau nam 1975

Su dung hop, cai tién va sang tao trén 2 b phan
c4u thanh 4m nhac cai lvong 1a nhac khi va bai ban
van tiép tuc phat trién cho dén sau nam 1975. Bén
thap nién 1980 - thoi ky no rd cua cac don vi hoat
dong nghé thuat phong trao, san khau cai lvong da
dung hop thém nhiéu thé loai 4m nhac dai chung va
cac ban dan ca duoc cai tién hodc céac ca khiic mang
am huong dan ca dugc cac nhac si cai luong cai tién
thanh céc di€u Iy nhu: Ly My Hung (Trach ai vo
tinh - 151 Nhat Ngan), Ly qua cau (Khi béng em qua
cdu), Ly tring soi (Chung mét ving tring), Ly dém
trang (Pep sao khi mit em cwéi) cia nhac si Cao
Van Ly; Ly Nam Can (Trén qué hwong Minh Haii)
ctia nhac si Phan Nhén... dé dua vao san khau cai
luvong. Bén canh do, sy ra doi ctia cac cong trinh suu
tam, nghién ctru vé dan ca ho - 1y, noi tho & cac tinh
thanh, trong d6 ¢ cong lao rat to 16n cua cac nhac
si: Lu Nhét Vii, Cao Vian Ly, Nguyén Anh Trung,
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Kiéu T4n, Huynh Khai... Vi cac nha vin Lé Giang,
nha nghién ctru Huynh Ngoc Trang, Nguyen Thi My
Liém... da dong gop rat 16n, cung cip két qua
nghién cuu thiét thuc cho viée ung dung cac lan di¢u
moi, lam cho am nhac cai luong thém phong phu.
Dic biét, ciing trong thap nién 1980, mot s6 ban nhac
tai tir - cai lwong hay do cac nhac si ndi tiéng sang
tac da tiép thém sinh khi, 1am bung 1én khong khi
sang tao va trinh dién trong giai doan nay. Cho dén
hién nay, nhiing ban nhac: Phi Vin diép khiic, Dodn
khiic lam giang cia Vian Gioi va Vong kim lang (5)
(ké thira tir ban Vong kim lang cta bai choi Binh
Pinh, duoc 2 nhac si: Van Gioi va Thanh Hai hop
soan thém phén tién tiu, dang tiu lam ting do dai
cua ban nhac. Cac ban nhac nay xuét hién nhiéu
trong cac kich ban cai luong hoidc két hop vai ban
vong ) nhip 32 thanh tiét muc ddc 1ap thuong duoc
cac dién vién biéu dién ¢ nhimng sy kién van hoa.

Sau khi dit nudc mo cira, lan song am nhac cac
nude vao TP.HCM béng nhiéu con dudng, song nhac
tai tir van 1 nén tang cua san khau cai lvong. Trudc
xu hudng giao luu hdi nhap vin hoa, gidi nhac bét dau
¢6 nhitng tim toi méi, khai thac thém chét liéu ciia 4m
nhac cac nude két hop v6i dan ca ba mién. Tuy méi
1a budce di ban dau, song thé loai nhac kich cai luong,
dan ca nhac kich va sy phuc hdi cac ban ngén hay cta
nhac tai tir - cai luvong di mé ra nhiéu trién vong dé
cai luong dap Gmg duoc thi hiéu tham my cta thoi dai.
Su khai thac nay duoc diu tu c6 chét luong boi doi
ngil nhac si, nhac cong tré duoc dao tao tir Nhac vién,
Truong Pai hoc San khéu - Dién anh, Truong Cao
dang Vian hoa Nghé thuét... tai TRHCM. Bén canh
d06, nhitng phong thu 4m ra doi duogc trang bi cac san
phim k¥ thuat, cong nghé nhap khau hodc san xuét &
Viét Nam 1a phuong tién, cong cu hd trg rat 1on cho
vi€c sang tao, cai tién, dong gop cho sy da dang va
phong phti ctia 4m nhac san khau cai luong.

5. Két luan

Am nhac dugc xem 1a “linh hon”, 13 “nén tang”
cta loai hinh kich hat dan toc. Am nhac trong nghé
thuét cai lwong 1a két qua ctia qua trinh dung hop va
sang tao ma cac thé hé nghé nhan, nhac si da gop phan
quan trong trong hanh trinh phat trién cta loai hinh
san khau nay. Tinh dung hop va sang tao von 1a dic
trung quan trong cia dm nhac san khau cai luong luon
gin véi bdi canh lich sir, trong d6 nhimng van dé cua
xa hdi duong dai ludn tac dong, anh hudéng mot cach
manh mé& va siu sic, nhat 1a & TPHCM - trung tam
chinh tri, kinh t& va van hoa cua khu vuc phia Nam
trén 16 trinh xay dung va phat trién sau nam 1975.
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Trén nén tang cua nhac tai tr, &m nhac san khéu
cai luong da 1am t6t vai tro ciia minh, trd thanh thanh
t6 quan trong khong thé thiéu cua nghé thuat cai
luong. Hién nay, cac nghé si v6i nhitng show dién
ngoai nha hat, khong c6 canh tri sin khau, khong co
phuc trang phu hop vai dién hoic khong co cac yeu
t6 phu trg van co thé linh hoat trinh dién, song nhat
thiét khong thé thiéu 4m nhac. Vi thé quan trong va
can thiét ciia Am nhac trong ngh¢ thuat kich hat la
diéu tat yéu, khong thé pha nhan. Tuy nhién, trén
hanh trinh phét trién va huéng dén xay dung cai
lwong thanh san pham cong nghiép vin hoa thi sy
khong ngig cai tién va sang tao 4m nhac trong sin
khau vira 1a co hdi va ciing 1a thach thirc rat 1on dbi
véi tu duy sang tao cua doi ngil sang tac hién nay m
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