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Tom tit

Trong doi séng vin héa — tin nguong cua nguoi Khmer Nam B9, Yiey Mao la mot
hién tuwong tin nguong ddn gian tiéu bleu phan dnh qud trinh dung hop giia tin nguong
ban dia, Phat gido Nam tong va cac yeu t6 An B¢ gido. Mac du dwoc tho phung phé
bién tai nhiéu dia phuong o Viét Nam va Campuchia, nguon goc va co ché hinh thanh
cia tin nguéng ndy van con nhiéu cach dién gidi khdc nhau va chwa dwoc tiép cin mét
cdch hé thong tir géc nhin lién nganh.

Bai viét nham lam r6 nguén géc hinh thanh va cdu triic biéu twong ciia tin
ngudng Yiey Mao trong boi canh lich sir — xd héi va khong gian vin héa Khmer Nam
Bé. Nghién ciru vdn dung cdch tiép cdn lién nganh gitta nhén hoc tén gido va nghién
cuu van hoa dan gian, két hop phdn tich tw liéu thu tich voi dir liéu dién da. Dir liéu
thwe dia dwoc thu thdp théng qua phéng van ban cdu tric 25 nguoi cung cdp théng tin
chinh (achar, sw sdi Nam tong Khmer, ngwoi git miéu va ngweoi dan Khmer) tai An
Giang, Tdy Ninh va Séc Trang, trong thoi gian dién da tir ndm 2024 dén 2025, cing véi
thao tdc quan sat tham dw nghi 1é va khéng gian tho tu.

Két qua nghién ciru cho thdy Yiey Mao la san pham ciia qud trinh thiéng héa mét
hinh twgng nit nhdn vt lich su — huyén thogi, dan tré thanh nit than ban dia bao ho
cong d‘ong Tin nguwdng ndy dwoc cdu thanh tir nhiéu 16p van héa: truyén thuyét dan
gian vé ngwoi phu nit anh hing; tin nguéng tho nguoi chét linh thiéng trong van hoa
Khmer; va sy dung hop voi Phdt gido Nam tong ciing nhu cdc yéu té An B¢ gido.

Qua do, bai viét gop phan Iy gidi co ché dung hop giita ton gido chinh thong va
tin nguong dan gian, dong thoi lam ré cdch mét tin nguong ddn gian dwoc tdi tqo va
chuyén héa thanh biéu tieong van héa, phan anh ban sdc, ky irc cong dong va néing luc
thich wng cua nguwoi Khmer trong khong gian van hoa Nam Bo.

Tir khoa: nguon goc tin nguong, nit than ban dia, tin nguéng dan gian Khmer, Yiey
Mao.

Abstract

YIEY MAO - FROM LOCAL GODDESS TO CULTURAL SYMBOL:

DECODING THE ORIGIN OF KHMER FOLK BELIEF

In the cultural and religious life of the Southern Khmer in Vietnam, the Yiey Mao
belief represents a distinctive form of folk religiosity shaped through the interaction
between indigenous beliefs, Theravada Buddhism, and Hindu influences. Despite its
widespread presence in both Vietnam and Cambodia, the origin and formation of this
belief system remain fragmented and insufficiently examined from an interdisciplinary
perspective.
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This paper aims to clarify the origin and symbolic structure of the Yiey Mao belief
within its historical, social, and cultural contexts in Southern Vietnam. Adopting an
interdisciplinary approach that integrates religious anthropology and folklore studies,
the research combines textual analysis with ethnographic fieldwork. Primary data were
collected through 25 semi-structured interviews with key informants—including achar,
Theravada Buddhist monks, shrine caretakers, and lay devotees—in An Giang, Tay
Ninh, and Soc Trang provinces, conducted during fieldwork periods between 2024 and
2025, alongside participant observation of rituals and sacred spaces.

The findings indicate that Yiey Mao emerged through the sacralization of a legendary—
historical female figure who gradually became a local guardian goddess. The belief
system is composed of multiple cultural layers: folk narratives of a heroic woman, the
Khmer cult of sacred dead, and the syncretic integration of Theravada Buddhism and
Hindu elements.

By examining the origin and symbolic configuration of Yiey Mao, this study contributes
to a deeper understanding of religious syncretism and demonstrates how a folk belief is
transformed into a cultural symbol that sustains ethnic identity, collective memory, and
spiritual resilience among the Khmer community in the socio-cultural landscape of
Southern Vietnam.

1. Pit van dé

Trong doi song van hoa — tin ngudng cia nguoi Khmer Nam B9, hé thong than
linh dan gian gitt vai tro trung tdm trong viéc kién tao ban sic va duy tri mdi lién hé
cong dong. Trong do, tin ngudng Yiey Mao ndi bat nhu mot hién twong doc dao, phan
anh qua trinh dung hop gitra tin ngudng ban dia, Phat gido Nam tong va céc yéu t6 ton
gido — van hoa tir An D9 gido. Hinh tuong Yiey Mao khong chi hién dién trong khong
gian rumg nui, séng bién — noi cu tra va sinh ké ciia ngudi Khmer, ma con tré thanh
biéu tuong thiéng gan véi ky te lich str, dao dire x4 hoi va tim thire cong dong.

Mac du dugc tho cling tai nhiéu noi ca ¢ Viét Nam va Campuchia, nguon géc va
qua trinh hinh thanh cia tin ngudng Yiey Mao van chua duoc 1y giai mot cach hé thong.
Nhiéu truyén thuyét dan gian, di ban va 16p biéu tugng khac nhau khién hinh twong nay
vira mang d4u 4n nit than ban dia, vira phan anh qua trinh giao luu tiép bién vin hoa, ton
gi4o trong khu vyre. Viée tim hiéu ngudn gdc cia Yiey Mao vi thé khong chi la mot nd
lue phuc dung mot hién tuong tin ngudng dan gian, ma con gdp phan ly giai cach thac
ma nguoi Khmer kién tao khong gian thiéng, tmg xu vdi lich sur va khang dinh ban sic
trong bdi canh phat trién van héa duong dai.

Trén co s¢ do, cau hoi nghién ciru trung tdm cua bai viét duoc dit ra 1a nhimg 16p
van hoa — lich str — ton gido nao da cau thanh nén tin ngudng nay trong doi song nguoi
Khmer Nam B§? Dé tra 10i cau hoi 4y, nghién ciru tiép can Yiey Mao nhu mot thuc the
van hoa da ting, duoc kién tao va tai kién tao qua ba binh dién lién thong: (1) truyén
thuyét dan gian va cac mé tip nit than ban dia; (2) bdi canh lich str — xa hoi gan véi qua
trinh hinh thanh va bién ddi cia cong dong Khmer & Nam Bo; (3) khong gian vin hoa —
tén giao, noi dién ra sy dung hop giita tin ngudng dan gian, Phat gido Nam tong va cac
yéu tb An Do gido.

Vé phuong phép va tu lidu, bai viét van dung cach tiép can tong hop va lién nganh
gitra nhan hoc ton gido va nghién ctru van hoa dan gian. Trong do, dit liéu thu cap (tu
li¢u thu tich, van ban cd, cac cong trinh nghién ctru trong va ngoai nudc) dugc st dung
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nham xay dung bdi canh nghién ctru, hé thong hoa cac gia thuyét hoc thut va hinh
thanh khung phan tich 1y thuyét. Pong thoi, dit liéu so cip thu thap tir khao sat dién da,
phong vén siu tai An Giang, Tay Ninh va Soc Trang] giit vai tro then chdt trong viéc
kiém chtng cac dién giai c6 san, lam rd sy van hanh cta tin ngudng trong thuc hanh
duong dai, ciing nhu bd sung nhiing cach hiéu méi xuat phat tir tri thirc ban dia va trai
nghiém ton gio ciia cong ddng.

Thong qua viéc két néi hai ngudn dit liéu nay, nghién ciru khong chi dimg lai &
viéc truy nguyén ngudn gdc cia tin ngudng Yiey Mao, ma con hudng t6i viée giai ma
tinh linh hoat, kha nang thich tmg va stc song bén vitng cia hinh tuong Yiey Mao nhu
mot thiét ché thiéng trong doi song van hoa — xa hoi nguoi Khmer Nam B9, qua d6 gop
phan 1am r& co ché van hanh cua tin ngudng dan gian trong bdi canh bién doi vin hoa
duong dai.

Hinh 1. Tuong tho Yiey Mao tai O Lam, Tri Tén, An Giang

Nguon: Ngb Thanh An, 2024

! Cac dia danh duoc sir dung trong bai viét 1a tén goi cii, trude khi thyc hién viée sip xép va sap nhép
don vi hanh chinh theo Nghi quyét sé 202/2025/QH15 ctia Qudc hodi ngay 12 thang 6 nim 2025 va cac
van ban lién quan khac vé diéu chinh dia gii hanh chinh (nhu Nghi quyét 76/2025/UBTVQHI15, Két
luan 127-KL/TW, ...).
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2. Tong quan nghién ctru

Céc cong trinh nghién cuu Ve tin ngudng Yiey Mao tuy khong nhiéu, nhung lai
thé hién rd su da dang trong cach tiép can va dién giai, phan anh tinh phirc hop cta hién
tuong nay trong doi sdng vin héa nguoi Khmer Nam Bo. Co thé chia hé thdng nghién
cuu hién nay thanh ba hudng chinh: (1) cadc nghién ctru dan tdc hoc va ghi chép dan
gian dau tién; (2) cac nghién ctru ton gido — vin hoa véi trong tam 13 qua trinh giao luu
tiép bién; va (3) cac nghién ctru gan day theo huéng nhan hoc ton gido va di san vian hoa
phi vat thé.

Cac ghi chép som nhat vé& nhan vat Néang Khmau (Ba Pen) xuét hién trong cong
trinh Nguoi Viét gbc Mién ctia Lé Huong (Lé Huong, 1996). Tac gia cho rang Neang
Khmau chinh 1a mot hoa than cta nir than Kali trong An Do glao dugc nguoi Khmer
t6n thd nhu vi than bao ho ving bién. Nhéan dinh nay dat ra gia thuyet dau tién vé moi
lién h¢ giita tin ngudng Khmer va yéu td An Do gido trong vung dat Nam B9. Cung
thoi, cac cong trinh dan gian hoc nhu Céc nit than Viét Nam (DS Thi Hao, Mai Ngoc
Chiic, 1984) va Vin hoa tim linh Nam B (Nguyén Ding Duy, 1997) da ghi nhan
nhimg truyén thuyét vé Nang Pénh — Linh Son Thanh Mau, cho thay su Viét hoa hinh
tuong nir thin Khmer trong bdi canh giao thoa van hoa Viét — Khmer — Cham.

O hudng nghién ctru ton gido — vin hoa, tac gia Truong Van Mon (Truong Vin
Mon, 2014) da md rong pham vi so sanh gitra cac hinh tugng nir than trong khu vuc
Nam B¢. Truong Vin Mén, trong bai viét Ban thém vé hinh twong Muk Juk (Ba Pen) —
mét hoa than cua Po Ina Nagar nguoi Cham trong tin ngudng tho Mﬁu cta nguoi Viét &
Nam B, d cho rang Ba Pen 1a két qua cia qua trinh giao luu tlep bién giira hé thong
than linh Khmer, Cham va Viét. Ong ciing nhan manh yéu t6 ‘m¢d’ ciia khong gian van
héa Nam B9, noi céc toc ngudi cling chia sé niém tin vao nhirng vi than bao ho chung.

Mot hudng nghién ctiru khac dang cht y 1a cta Jean-Michel Filippi (Filippi J.M,
2017) v6i bai Yiey Mao: The Way a Neak Ta Arose, dang trong Ky yéu Tin ngudng nit
thin Mariamman: Gia tri di san An D trong giao luu van hoa véi Viét Nam. Filippi
tiép can Yiey Mao tir goc d6 nhan hoc ton gido, coi day 1a sy méd rong cia tin ngudng
Neak Ta — vi than ho ménh truyén thong trong van hoéa Khmer. Theo 6ng, Yiey Mao la
mot ‘Neak Ta nit’ mang tinh linh thiéng vuot trdi, biéu trung cho quyén ning cia tu
nhién va kha ning bao trg cong dong, dong thoi phan dnh qué trinh nhan cach hoa va ni
tinh hoa than linh trong xa hoi Khmer.

Trong khi d6, cac nghién ciru gan ddy ciia Nguyén Thanh Loi va Lé Ba Vuong da
khai thac sau khia canh lich str — x4 hoi cua tin ngudng nay. Nguyén Thanh Loi, qua bai
Khao ctru viéc tho Ba Ben ¢ Tay Ninh (Nguyén Thanh Lgi, 2018) chi ra rang tin
ngudng nay mang trong minh nhleu 16p ton giao — tur An D9 gido, Phat giao Nam tong
dén Nho gido — thé hién su tiép bién qua cac thoi ky di dan va dinh cu. Con Lé Ba
Vuong, trong cong trinh Tir goc do lich sir lvu dan, nhan dién vé vi than chu trén ving
nui Ba Den, (L& B4 Vuong, 2021) da nhén manh ré'mg Ba Pen von 1a vi nit than Khmer
(Neang Khmau) dugc tai cdu trac thanh Linh Son Thanh Miu qua tién trinh giao luu
van hoéa gitta nguoi Viét, Khmer va Cham, tré thanh vi than mang tinh lién tOc nguoi.

Tong thé cac cong trinh trén di gdp phan quan trong trong viéc nhan dién dién
mao va pham vi anh huéng cua tin ngudng Yiey Mao. Tuy nhién, phan 16n cac nghién
cliru moi ding lai & md ta hién tuong hodc phan tich mét 16p véan hoa riéng 1¢ (dan gian,
Phat gido hay An D¢ gido), chua co cong trinh nao tiép can ngudn gdc cia tin ngudng
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Yiey Mao tir goc nhin téng hop, dong thoi két hop giira phan tich huyén thoai — biéu
tuong va bdi canh lich sir — xa hoi. Bén canh do, chua co nghién ctru nao khai thac tu
lidu thuc dia dé 1am 16 sy tiép dién va bién ddi cua tin ngudng trong doi sdng duong dai
nguoi Khmer Nam BJ.

Xuit phat tir khoang trong d6, bai viét nay tiép can van dé trén co so khung ly
thuyét nhan hoc tén giao va biéu tugng hoc van hoa, dwa vao céc luan diém cua Clifford
Geertz (Geertz, 1973) vé ton gido nhu ‘mot hé théng biéu tugng kién tao thé gidi y
nghia’, Victor Turner (Tumer 1969) vé ‘tinh cong cam va co ché nghi 18’, va Mircea
Eliade (Eliade, 1957) vé ‘su thiéng liéng trong khong gian nhén gian’. Nhung khung ly
thuyet nay giap giai thich cach ma tin ngudng Yiey Mao dugc kién tao va tai tao qua
nhiéu 16p thoi gian, tir huyén thoai, nghi 1& dén di san duong dai.

Bén canh d6, bai viét ciing tham chiéu ly thuyét giao luu tiép bién van héa
(acculturation theory) dé 1y giai co ché dung hop gitra tin ngudng ban dia Khmer véi An
bo glao va Phat gido Nam tong trong tién trinh lich sir ving ha luu Mekong. Viée két
hop gitta cac tiép can nay 'khong chi gitip nhan dién tinh da tAng ciia hinh tugng Yiey
Mao, ma con gép phan hiéu sau hon cach cac toc ngu0’1 ¢ vung bién tao dung ban sac
tam linh trong khong gian giao thoa van héa — tén gido phic tap ctia Dong Nam A.

3. Phwong phap nghién ciru

Bai viét nay tiép can van dé ngudn gdc cia tin ngudng Yiey Mao tir goc nhin lién
nganh gifra nhan hoc ton gido, dan toc hoc va lich sur van hoa, nham nhén dién qué trinh
hinh thanh, bién d6i va dung hop ciia mot hién tugng tin ngudng dan gian Khmer. Dbi
tuong nghién ciru chinh 1a tin nguéng tho Yiey Mao trong cong dong ngudi Khmer ¢
Nam B9, voi trong tam Ia cac truyén thuyét dan gian, nghi 1& tho cing, khong gian linh
thiéng va céc 16p yéu té van hoa — ton gido gan véi sy phat trién cia hinh tuong nir than
nay.

Vé mit 1y thuyét, nghién ctru dua trén cac quan diém cua nhan hoc ton gido
(Geertz; Turner) va ly thuyét giao luu — tiép bién van hoa, coi tin ngudng nhu mot hé
thong biéu tugng dong phan anh mdi _quan h¢ tuong tac gilta con nguoi voi moi trudng
tu nhién, xa hoi va ton gido. Mot s6 khai niém then chdt duoc van dung gom. ‘biéu
tu’orng nit than ban dia’, ‘than linh bao ho cong dong, va ‘sy linh thiéng dugc kién tao xa
ho1’. Cac khai niém nay giup 1y giai cach nguoi Khmer dé hinh thanh, duy tri va tai tao
niém tin vao Yiey Mao qua cac bién dong lich sir va ton gido.

Phuong phap nghién ctru chu yéu 12 phan tich tu liéu va khao ciru dién da. Bai viét
ké thira va ddi chiéu cac ngudn tai liéu, trong dé c6 cac cong trinh ciia Lé Huong, DS
Thi Hao — Mai Thi Ngoc Chuc, Nguyén Piang Duy, Vii Ngoc Khanh, Truong Vin Moén,
Jean-Michel Filippi, Nguyén Thanh Loi va Lé Ba Vuong, nham xéac dinh céc 16p yéu td
van hoa — ton gido trong su hinh thanh tin ngudng Yiey Mao. Song song do, dir liu
thyc dia duoc thu thap thong qua quan sat nghi 1&, phong van ban cau tric. Dir liéu
phong van duogc thu thap tir 25 nguoi cung cap thong tin chinh, bao gdm achar, su sii
Phat gido Nam tong Khmer, nguoi trong coi miéu thd va nguoi dan dia phuong. Qua
trinh dién da duoc thuc hién trong hai dot khao sat tir nam 2024 dén 2025 tai An Giang,
Tay Ninh va Soc Tring. Viéc lya chon mau dua trén tiéu chi mirc do am hiéu tin
ngudng va sy gin bo lau dai v6i khong gian thd Yiey Mao. Cac dit liéu nay dwoc dbi
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chiéu va dlen giai theo phuong phap phén tich so sanh dé nhan dién su tiép bién giira
cac 16p yéu t6 ban dia, An Do gido va Phat gido Nam tong trong ciu trac tin ngudng.

Nho két hop gitra phan tich van ban, dir li¢u dan gian va khao sat thyc dia, nghién
ctru khong chi tai dung duoc tién trinh hinh thanh cta tin ngudng Yiey Mao, ma con
g6p phan 1am rd co ché giao thoa ton gido va su linh hoat ctia vin hoa Khmer trong viéc
duy tri ban sic tin ngudng trudc tic dong cua hién dai hoa.

4. Két qua va thao luin
4.1. Hinh twong Yiey Mao qua I6p truyén thuyét din gian Khmer

Tlep cén theo quan diém cua Clifford Geertz, tin ngudng c6 the dugc xem nhu
mot hé thong biéu tugng, thong qua dé con nguoi kién tao va truyen dat nhiing quan
niém vé thé gidi, trat ty xa hoi va y nghia ton tai. Trong khung 1y thuyét nay, hinh tuong
Yiey Mao khéng don thuan 1a mot nhan vat huyén thoai ma 1a mot t6 hop biéu twong
van hoa giiip nguoi Khmer 1y giai mdi quan hé giita con nguoi — ty nhién — thé gioi siéu
nhién, dong thoi cang ¢ cac gia tri dao duc va sy c¢d két cong dong. Trong tién trinh
hinh thanh tin ngudng dan gian Khmer, truyén thuyét dong vai trd trung tim trong viéc
kién tao va duy tri hinh tuong linh thiéng cua Yiey Mao. Mot sb tai liéu nghién ctru va
tu liéu dién di tai An Giang, Tay Ninh, S6c Trang cho théy, du ton tai dudi nhiéu di
ban, cac truyén thuyét vé Yiey Mao déu hoi tu quanh mot mo-tip cot 16i: ngudi phu nir
hlen hdu, trung trinh, chét trong bi kich va hoa than de bao hg cho dén lanh. Hinh tuong
4y phan anh sau sic quan niém cia ngudi Khmer vé mbi lién hé gitra con nguoi, tu
nhién va thé gi6i siéu nhién.

Theo nhiéu 161 ké cta cac achar tai Tri Ton (An Giang) va phum Kedol (Tay
Ninh), Yiey Mao vén la nguoi phy nit Khmer sinh ra ¢ ving nuai hodc ven bién, c6 sic
dep va dac hanh. Nang ldy chong 1a thuong nhéan tén Kry — nguoi thudng xuyén budn
ban duong bién. Vi nho chéng va nghi ngo sy phan boi, nang quyét di tim chéng, nhung
chuyen di dinh ménh da khién nang thiét ‘mang gitra dai duong. Trudc khi chét, nang
cau nguyén rang linh hén minh s& hoa than dé phu hd cho ngudi di duong thuy dugc
binh an. Truyén thuyét nay phan anh tu duy biéu twong cta ngudi Khmer: cai chét oan
khuét ctia ngudi phu nit khong khép lai trong bi thwong ma mé ra sy téi sinh vé mat tim
linh — mot dang ‘than hoa’ ngudi chét linh thiéng.2

Mot di ban khac dugec mot nha su & Séc Tring cho biét cho thiy sy mo rong y
nghia khong gian linh thiéng cta Yiey Mao. Di ban nay duoc luu truyén & ving Pich
Nil (Campuchia), noi d6 Ba khong chi 13 nif than ciia viing bién ma con 13 vi than canh
gilr nui, rung va bién cuong. Trong cau chuyén nay, Yiey Mao la vo cua tudng quan
hogc lanh chtia Chuch, nguoi cai tri vang rung Phnom Kravanh. Sau khi mét, linh hon
ba hoa thanh vi than tran giir mién bién dia. Nguoi dan tin rang ai di qua khu vuc nui
ma khong ding lai khan vai s& gip tai wong; nguoc lai, nhimg nguoi thanh tam cau
nguyén s¢ dugce phu ho. Piéu nay phan anh mét déc trung phd bién trong tin ngudng
Khmer — sy gén két mat thiét giira than linh va khong gian ty nhién: nii, séng, bién déu
dugc ‘linh héa’ nhu noi tra ngu cta than.3

2 Tai liéu phong vén achar C.V. N (Khedol, Tay Ninh) va achar T.T.S (Tri Tén, An Giang)
3 Tai liéu phong van su L.H.T (chua Sang Ke, Séc Trang)
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Céc truyén thuyét vé Yiey Mao ciing thé hién su chuyen bién trong nghi 1& tho
cung. Tai Campuchia, xua kia nguoi dan tung cing té ba bang Linga — biéu tugng sinh
thuc khi nam, dé cau sinh s61 va thinh vuong (Filippi, 2017, tr 37). Day 1a tan du cua tin
ngudng phon thuc, von phd bién trong cac xa hoi nong nghi¢p Bong Nam A. Tuy nhién,
v€ sau, dudi anh hudng cia Phat gido Nam tong, hinh thirc cing té tho so nay duoc thay
thé bang viéc dang hoa qua, nhang, den cay phan anh qua trinh Phét gido hoa
(Buddhicization) tin ngudng dan gian. Su chuyén hoa d6 khéng chi lam giam tinh ‘ma
thuat® ctia nghi 1& ma con tao ra sy hai hoa gitra Phat giao chinh thdng va tin ngudng
ban dia, gitip Yiey Mao tiép tuc ton tai hop phap va bén viing trong cong dong Khmer.

Hinh 2. Lé vit ding ciing tai miéu Ba Pen (chiia Doi, Séc Tring)
Ngudn: Ngé Thanh An, 2025

Nhu vay, 16p truyén thuyét dan gian vé Yiey Mao chira dung nhiéu ting nghia:
mdt mat phan anh hinh anh nguoi phu nit Khmer 1y tudng, thuy chung, hi sinh va hoa
than vi cong ddong; mat khac, né cho thdy mdi lién hé mat thiét giira con ngudi va moi
truong ty nhién — noi than linh hién hitu. Hinh tuong Yiey Mao vira mang tinh lich str —
nhan vin, vira chira dung chiéu sau tdm linh, biéu twong 13 két qua cua qua trinh ‘linh
thiéng hoa’ nhitng ky e cong dong. Chinh qua nhitng ciu chuyén truyén miéng 4y,
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nguoi Khmer khong chi ly giai ngudn gdc cua tai uong hay phuc lanh, ma con khing
dinh mdi day gin bé bén chat giita nit tinh thiéng, dat dai, va ban sic vin hoa déan toc
minh.

4.2. Béi canh lich sir - xd hgi hinh thanh tin nguwong Yiey Mao

Su ra doi va phat trién cua tin ngudng Yiey Mao gin lién vé6i bdi canh lich sir — xa
hoi dic thu cia ving ha luu séng Mekong, noi tir 1au 12 khong gian giao thoa cta nhidu
toc ngudi, nén vin hoa va ton giao khac nhau. Trong dong chay lich sir dai lau cua khu
vuc nay, cac yéu t6 di cu, chién tranh, va bién dong xa hoi da gop phén tao nén mot khong
gian tin ngudng phong phu, da dang. Trong d6, hinh tuong Yiey Mao ndi lén nhu biéu
tuong ctia ky tic cong dong, niém tin va ban sac van héa cia nguodi Khmer Nam Bo.

Ngudi Khmer 13 cong dong cu dan c6 mat 1au doi ¢ khu vuc Tay Nam B9, timg thude
pham vi anh huong cua vuong qubc Phit Nam (thé ky I-VII) va Chan Lap (thé ky VII-
XIII). Sau thé ky XVII, cing v6i qua trinh khai pha va sap nhap vung dat Nam B0 vao lanh
thd Pai Viét, nguoi Khmer tr¢ thanh cdng dong ban dia song dan xen voi nguoi Viét, ngudi
Hoa va ngudi Cham (Vi Minh Giang, 2006). Sy tiép xtic nay dién ra trong bdi canh chinh
tri — x4 hoi c6 nhiéu bién chuyén, kéo theo thay di trong t& chirc lang x4, doi séng kinh té —
nong nghiép va tin ngudng dan gian. Chinh trong méi truong da toc ngudi, da vin hoa ay,
tin ngudng Yiey Mao dugc hinh thanh nhu mét phan ng van hoéa — tin ngudng trudce
nhitng bét 6n xa hoi va nhu cau tim kiém chd dua tinh than cua cong dong.

Theo tu lidu dién di tai An Giang va Tay Ninh (2024-2025), nguoi Khmer thuong
xem Yiey Mao 13 vi nir than bao vé ving dét, che chd nguoi di dudng, ngu dan va nguoi
lao dong chan tay. Viéc tho cing Ba tai cac miéu ven dudng, chan niii, cira bién hay ngi ba
song thé hién udc vong cau an trong hanh trinh sinh ké ctia cur dan gan bo véi thién nhién
khic nghi¢t ving Nam B9. Tu do, Yiey Mao tr¢ thanh biéu tugng cua su bao ho trude rui
ro, hiém nguy — nhitng yéu t6 gan lién véi doi sdng nong nghiép va ngu nghiép cua ngudi
Khmer Nam Bo.

Hinh 3. Miéu tho Yiey Mao duwéi chin niii ¢ phum Khedol, Tdy Ninh
Ngudn: Ngb Thanh An, 2024
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Trong cac thé ky XVIII— XIX, vung dat Nam B0 c6 su thay ddi trong ciu triic
hanh chinh, nhiéu ving cu tra truyen théng cua ngudi Khmer ciing chiu sy tac dong,
khién ho dan tré thanh nhém thiéu sé trong mot moi trudng da toc nguoi. Bi canh do
lam gia ting nhu cdu cing cb ban sic vin hoa va tinh than cb két cong dong. Céc hinh
tuong linh thiéng nhu Yiey Mao, Neak Ta hay Arak dugc tén vinh nhu nhiing biéu
tugng tap trung cua niém tin va ‘linh hon cua dat’> (srok), dong thoi phan anh cach thirc
nguoi Khmer luu gitr ky tc tép thé va lich sir dan toc minh. Nhiéu truyen thuyet dan
gian ké rang Yiey Mao 1a mot nguoi phu nit Khmer d3 hy sinh trong chién tranh dé bao
vé qué huong, sau khi mat dugc nhan dan ton kinh, 1ap miéu thd phung. Cau chuyén y
duoc luu truyén véi nhitng di ban khac nhau & An Giang, TAy Ninh va Campuchia,
nhung déu mang chung ¥ nghia tudng niém, tri 4n nhitng nguoi c6 cong véi cong dong,
tir d6 hinh thanh nén hinh thirc thd' cliing vira mang tinh dan gian vira ddm yéu t anh
hung — nit than.

Mot dic diém quan trong cua tin ngudng Yiey Mao 14 tinh chét dung hop van hoa
giita cac cong dong cu dan trong khu vuc ha luu Mekong. Cac miéu thd Yiey Mao dugc
phan bd rai rac ¢ nhiéu dia phuong tai ving Nam Bo, gin lién véi cac dia danh ty nhién
va lich sir 1au doi. Niém tin vao Yiey Mao, do d6, khong chi 1a di san tinh than cta riéng
ngudi Khmer ma con tré thanh soi day lién két giita cac cong dong cu déan trong khu
vuc ha luu Mekong — noi ting chimg kién nhiéu cudc di cu, giao luu va tiép bién vin
hoa sudt hang thé ky.

Tir nhitng yéu td trén, c6 thé khang dinh rang tin ngudng Yiey Mao khong chi bat
ngudn tir truyén thuyét dan gian hay tin ngudng ban dia, ma con la san pham cua lich st
tuong tac xa hoi — van hoa — chinh tri phuc tap trong vung ha luu Mekong. Hinh tugng
Yiey Mao chinh la ‘ky trc thiéng’ cua nguoi Khmer, phan anh kha nang thich tng, sang
tao van hoa va strc song tam linh bén bi cta cong dong nay. Qua do, tin ngudng Yiey
Mao cho thdy cach ma ngudi Khmer Nam Bo da bién mat mat va xung dot thanh niém
tin, bién ky tc dau thuong thanh sttc manh tinh than — mot biéu hién sinh dong cua ban
linh vin héa ving dit Nam Bo.

4.3. Yéu té vin héa — ton gido cua tin nguwong Yiey Mao

Ngudn goc cua tin ngudng Yiey Mao khong chi dugc 1y giai tir goc nhin lich sir —
xa hoi, ma con can duoc dat trong khung van hoa — ton gido rong hon, noi cac tang 16p
biéu twong, nghi 18 va tin ngudng giao thoa gitra nhing h¢ thong ton gido 1on voi tin
ngudng ban dia. Tir cach tiép can nay, c6 thé xem Yiey Mao 1a san pham cta mot qua
trinh dung hop vin hoa — ton gido kéo dai, trong d6 cac yéu to An Do gido, Phat gido
Nam téng va tin ngudng dan gian Khmer twong tac, thich nghi va tai tao 1an nhau dé
hinh thanh nén hinh tuong nit than dic thu cta cu dan ving ha luu song Mekong.

Jean-Michel Filippi, khi khao sat tin ngudng Yiey Mao ¢ Campuchia, da chi ra
rang hinh twong nay mang dau an siu ddm cua Shaktism — mot nhanh ciia An Do gido
t6n tho nang luong nit tinh thiéng liéng (Shakti). Trong thé gidi quan An Do gido, nit
than Kali duoc xem 1a hién than cta sirc manh hiy diét va tai sinh, vira mang ning
lugng sang tao, vua la biéu tugng cua sy bao ho trude cai ac. Céc truyén thuyét Khmer
vé Yiey Mao — nguoi phu nir sau khi chét héa than, c6 thé ban phic hoic giang hoa —
cho thay sy tuong dong rd rét vé chirc nang linh thiéng v6i hinh tuong Kali. Tuy nhién,
qua qua trinh ban dia hoa, Yiey Mao di duoc ‘mém hoéa’ va ‘nhan hoa’, tré nén gan giii
v6i cong dong cu dan ndng nghiép ving dong bang. Nir than khong con 13 biéu tuong
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vil tru siéu hinh, ma trd thanh hinh tugng ba me, nguoi canh gitt nui, rung, song, bién, bao
hd cho ngudi dan di duong va canh tac.

Anh huéng cia An P9 gido con duoc cac hoc gia Viét Nam dé cap trong qué trinh
khéo sat mdi lién hé giira Ba Néang Khmau cia ngudi Khmer va Linh Son Thanh Mau (Ba
Pen) ciia nguoi Viét. Trong tic pham Nguoi Viét gbe Mién, Lé Huong cho ring ‘Ba Néang
Khmau, goi la Ba Den, vbn 13 nit than Kali... duge sung bai nhu 6ng Ta’. (Lé Huong,
1996, trang 31). Nhan dinh nay goi mé mot hudng tiép can lién vin hoa: hinh tuong Yiey
Mao khong ton tai biét 1ap trong céng dong Khmer, ma da lan toa sang khong gian tin
ngudng Viét thong qua tién trinh giao Iuu cu dan va hoi nhap van hoa & Nam Bo. Néu nhu
& An Do, Kali 12 biéu tugng ciia sttc manh vii tru; & Campuchia, Neang Khmau mang tinh
chit nit than bao hd ving bién; thi & Viét Nam, Linh Son Thanh Mau duoc ton thd nhu vi
Mau cai quan niii non, ban phuéc va bao vé ching sinh. Qua trinh bién d6i nay co thé dugc
nhin nhan nhu mot chudi chuyén hoa ton gido kep’: Kali (An D gido) — Néang Khmau
(Khmer) — Linh Son Thanh Mau (Viét), trong do mdi giai doan déu gan véi su thich ing
van hoa — x4 hoi cu thé cia timg cong dong.

Song song v6i anh huong An D gido, Phat gido Nam tong Khmer ciing déng vai trd
quan trong trong vi¢c ‘tai dinh nghia’ va ‘hgp thirc hoéa’ hinh tuong Yiey Mao trong doi
song tin ngudng ngudi Khmer Nam Bo. Trong thyc hanh ton gido hién nay, ngudi dan
khong xem Yiey Mao 1a than dbi 1ap v6i Phat, ma 1a vi ho phap bao vé Phat phap va chung
sinh. Khi hanh huong dén miéu Yiey Mao, ho thuong két hop viée cling 18 dan gian véi cac
nghi thirc Phat gido nhu tung kinh, 1am phuéc. Diéu nay thé hién dic trung ‘Phat gido dan
gian hoa’, trong d6 cac vi than dia phuong nhu Neak Ta, Arak hay Yiey Mao dugc tich hop
vao hé thng tin ngudng Phat gido Nam tong nhu nhitng luc lugng siéu nhién ho tri gido 1y.
Nguyén Dang Duy trong Vén hoa tam linh Nam B¢ da nhan xét rang hién tuc_mg thd Mau
va cac than linh dan gian & Nam Bo ‘khéng loai trir ma song hanh voi Phdt giao’ (N guyén
Ping Duy, 1997), tao nén mot hé tin ngudng da tang, phan anh su linh hoat va bao dung
trong tam thirc ton gido cua cu dén vung nay. Tu liéu dién da ciing cho thay sy tham gia cua
Phat gido Nam Toéng Khmer. O mot sé dia phuong tai ving Nam B9, miéu thd Yiey
Mao dugc dat trong khudn vién chua, thdm chi ban tho Yiey Mao con duge dat trong
sala (chua Sang Ke, S6c Trang).

Hinh 4. Cdc nha suw tham gia Ié ciing Yiey Mao
Ngudn: Su Jinaputta, 2024
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Bén canh hai ngudn anh huéng ton gido chinh, yéu t§ giao luu vin hoa Viét —
Khmer ciing gop phan 1am phong phti thém dién mao cua tin ngudng Yiey Mao. Khi
ngudi Viét di cu dén Nam B, ho di tiép nhan va dong nhat hinh twong Néang
Khmau/Yiey Mao véi cac Mau than trong hé théng tho Mau cua minh, dic biét 1a Mau
Thuong Ngan (than nti) va Mau Dia (thdn dat). Sy dong nhat nay thé hién 15 nét qua
qué trinh ‘Viét héa’ Yiey Mao thanh Linh Son Thanh Mau — mdt hinh tugng ton gido
vira mang tinh dia phuwong vira mang tdm khu vuc. Truong Vin Mon trong bai Ban
thém vé hinh twong Muk Juk (Ba Den) di chi ra rang Ba Pen 13 két qua cia su dung
hop giita nit thin Po Ina Nagar ciia ngudi Chiam, Néang Khmau cua ngudi Khmer, va
Mau than ctia ngudi Viét. Qué trinh giao thoa da chiéu ndy di tao nén mot hién tuong
ma 6ng goi 1a ‘da than dong hoa’, trong do6 cac h¢ thdng tin ngudng khac nhau khong
triét tiéu ma b6 sung cho nhau, cing ton tai trong mot khong gian t6n gido hdn dung
nhung on dinh.

Ttr géc nhin vin hoa — ton gido, nghi 18 tho Yiey Mao ngay nay phan anh r6 tinh
chat dung hop d6. Trong khoéng gian Khmer, mleu tho Yiey Mao thuong dét bén duong,
dudi chan nti hay ven blen noi dugc xem 13 ‘cong troi’ két ndi thé gidi ngudi va than.
Hinh tuong ba trong miéu nho, gian di, dugc chim soc boi cac achar dia phuong.
Nguoc lai, trong khong gian Viét, Yiey Mao (dudi danh xung Ba DPen hay Linh Son
Thanh MAu) lai dugc ton tri trén ndi cao, trong nhimg ngdi dén quy mé 16n, thu hut
hang triéu khach hanh huong. L& hoi Ba Pen ¢ Tay Ninh, noi nguoi Khmer, Viét, Hoa,
Cham cung tham du, 1a minh chung sinh dong cho tinh bao dung ton gido va kha nang
thich nghi van héa cua hinh tuong nit than nay. Theo Nguyén Thanh Lgi, chinh ‘tinh da
tang va linh hoat trong biéu tuong’ (Nguyén Thanh Loi, 2018) da giup tin ngudng Ba
Den — va qua do 1a Yiey Mao — dé dang dung nap cac yéu t6 ngoai lai ma véan giir dugc
cot 18i ban dia.

Tom lai, tir khia canh vén hoa — ton gido, Yiey Mao khong chi la mot nir than ho
ménh ciia nguoi Khmer, ma con 1a biéu tugng cho tién trinh _giao thoa, dung hop va
sang tao ton gido ciia ca khu vyc Nam Bo. Ba vira mang quyén ning vil tru ciia Kali,
vira thim dam tinh than tir bi ciia Phat gido, lai vira phan anh dao 1y truyén thong ciia
nguoi phu nit trong xa hd1 ndng nghi¢p. Chinh sy hoa quyén nay da tao nén mot hinh
tuong ton gido — van hoa dac sac, thé hién rd ban chit ‘md’, linh hoat va bao dung cua
vian hoa Viét — Khmer. Yiey Mao, vi thé, khong chi 1a san pham cua lich sir tin ngudng,
ma con la minh chimg cho nang lyc dung hop t6n giao va sang tao van hoa cua cu dan
ving ha luu Mekong — noi moi ton gido, tin ngudng c6 thé cung ton tai, giao thoa va bd

sung cho nhau trong mot chinh thé hai hoa.

5. Két ludn

Két qua nghién ciru cho thiy tin ngudng Yiey Mao ctiia ngudi Khmer Nam Bo 1a
mot hién tugng van hoa — ton gido da téng, duoc hinh thanh va duy tri trong mbi quan
hé chit ché gitra truyén thuyét dan gian, co téng vin héa — ton gido va bdi canh lich st —
xd hoi. Hinh tugng Yiey Mao vira mang dau 4n huyén thoai dan gian Khmer vira phan
anh sy dung hop v6i An Do gido va Phat gido Nam tong, dong thoi dugc tai cdu tric
qua qua trinh giao luu van hoa Viét — Khmer ¢ vung bién. Tur goc nhin nhan hoc t6n
gi4o, Yiey Mao 1a biéu tuong cua ky uc tap the va ban sdc ving bién, noi cac tang 16p
tin ngudng duoc cong dong tai tao dé cing cd mdi quan hé giira con ngudi, khong gian
va thiéng liéng. Viéc ton tai va phat trién ctia tin ngudng nay chimg minh nang lyc thich
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ung van héa manh mé& cua nguoi Khmer, thé hién qua kha nang dung nap, bién doi va
ban dia hoa céac yéu té ngoai lai ma van duy tri cot 161 niém tin dan gian.

Vé phuong dién 1y luan, viéc truy nguyén ngudn gdc tin ngudng Yiey Mao khong
thé ding ¢ viéc xac dinh nién dai hay nhan vat lich su cu thé, ma can dugc tiép can nhu
mot tién trinh tich hop ton giao — van hoa mo, trong do6 cac hé biéu twong dugc tai cau
trac khong ngimg theo nhu cau tdm linh va diéu kién xa hoi cua timg thoi ky. Chinh
diéu nay da gitip Yiey Mao khong chi 1a mot nir thin ho ménh cta ngudi Khmer, ma
con tré thanh biéu twong chung cho tinh than bao dung, hai hoa va sang tao vin hoa cta
cu dan Nam Bo.

Tir nhitng két qua trén, c6 thé khuyén nghi rang viéc nghién ctru tin ngudng Yiey
Mao can duoc tiép tuc mo rong theo hudng lién nganh, két hop nhan hoc, ton gido hoc
va van hoa hoc nham lam rd hon co ché dung hop gitta cac hé théng tin ngudng. Viéc
khao sat thyc dia ¢ nhiéu dia phuwong khic nhau nhu An Giang, Tay Ninh hay
Campuchia s& gop phan 1am sang t6 sy da dang trong nghi 1&, biéu twong va cach 1y giai
cua cac cong déng Khmer khac nhau. Bén canh d6, can chu trong dén viée tu liéu hoa
va xay dung ban do khong gian thiéng cua tin ngudng nay nhu mot co s¢ khoa hoc phuc
vu cong tac bao ton. O phuong dién thuc tién, tin ngudng Yiey Mao nén dugc nhin nhén
nhu mot di san van hoa phi vat thé co gia tri khu vuce, can dugce bao vé bang nhiing
chinh sach van héa phu hop, ton trong tinh nguyén gbc va khong _gian thiéng ban dia,
ddng thoi tranh xu hudng thuong mai hoa 1& hoi hoac blen nghi 18 thanh san pham du
lich thuan tay. Ngoai ra, viéc gido duc va truyén thong vé tin ngudng dan gian Khmer
can dugc ting cuong, qua do nang cao nhan thirc cong dong ve gid tri da dang van hoa
Nam B9, gop phan xay dung moi trudng giao luu va hiéu biét giira cac toc ngudi trong
vung bién gidi Viét Nam — Campuchia.

Téng thé, tin ngudng Yiey Mao khong chi 1a mot hién tuong tén gido dan gian
doc ddo ma con la minh ching sinh dong cho kha nang sang tao, thich nghi va dung hop
vin hoa cua cu dan Nam Bo. Viéc nghién ciru, bao ton va phat huy gia tri cia tin
ngudng nay khong chi mang ¥ nghia khoa hoc ma con gop phan cung ¢ nén tang tinh
than, ban sic van hoa va sirc manh cong dong ciia nguoi Khmer trong doi sbng xa hoi
duong dai.
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