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Tom tit

Nghién citu lién nganh la xu hwong chu dao trong thoi gian hién nay. Nghién ciru
ddc trung van hod qua tic pham vin hoc ciing theo xu hwong dé. Bai viét tim hiéu
nhitng déc trung vé tinh cach van hod thé hién qua tdc pham van hoc dién hinh. Duwa
trén hé thong tinh cach ngwoi Viét viimg Tay Nam Bé do Tran Ngoc Thém xdc dinh bang
Ii thuyét ogi hinh van hod, bai viét xem xét biéu hién cua kiéu tinh cach van hod nay
qua tac pham “Huong ring Ca Mau” ciia Son Nam. Két qua nghién cizu cho thay, tdc
phdm vin hoc ndy da phan dnh rat chi tiét vé nhiing ddc trung tinh cach van hod chii
da0 cua con nguoi ving Tdy Nam B¢: Tinh song nudc, tinh trong nghia, tinh boc truc,
tinh bao dung, tinh thiét thyc, tinh mé thodng. Két qud nghién citu nay gép phan goi mé
thém cho viéc phén tich cdc tac pham van hoc theo hwéng lién nganh, dac biét la voi
nganh Van hoa hoc.

Tir khod: “Huwong ring Ca Mau”, kiéu tinh cdch vin hod, lién nganh, Son Nam, Tdy
Nam Bg.

Abstract

CULTURAL CHARACTERISTIC TYPE OF SOUTHWEST OF VIETNAM
THROUGH “HUONG RUNG CA MAU” OF SON NAM

Interdisciplinary research is a primary trend in the present time. Cultural
featured research via literature is that follows this trend. The article surveys the
cultural characteristics expressed through typical literary works. Based on the
Vietnamese character system of the southwestern region determined by Tran Ngoc
Them by the theory of artistic type, the article examines the expression of this cultural
personality type through the work "Huong rung Ca Mau" by Son Nam. The research
results show that this literary work has reflected in great detail the key cultural
characteristics of people in the South West region: the harmony with the river, the
respect for magnanimity, the directness, the tolerance, the practicality, the openness.
This research contributes to further suggesting the analysis of literary works in the
interdisciplinary direction, especially with the Culturology.
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1. Giéi thigu

“Huong rimg Ca Mau” dugc xem 13 bo tac phdm vin hoc - vin hoa dién hinh
trong su nghiép sang tac cua nha van Son Nam. Tac phim da duoc nghién ciu tir nhiéu
gbc d6 nhu phé binh sinh thai, dién bién tam li nhan vat, dién ngdn, phuong ngir... Viéc
nhin nhan gia tri vin hod tir tic phim ndy ciing d3 duoc dé cap tir lau, nhung nhin
chung, viéc nhin nhan tac pham vin hoc tir goc nhin vin hoa nay phan 16n con mang
tinh roi rac, chia mang tinh hé thong chat ché. Bai viét nay di tir 1i thuyét loai hinh vin
hoa dé chi ra nhiing tinh cach vin hoa dién hinh ctia nguoi Tay Nam B0, tir d6 gbp phan
khang dinh lai nhimg déng gbép cua nha van Son Nam ca trong su nghiép sang tac van
chuong 1an trong hanh trinh quang ba vin hoa ving song nuée Ty Nam Bo.

2. Co s khoa hoc va phwong phap nghién ciu

2.1. Méi quan h¢ gida tinh cdach vin hod va kiéu vin hoc

Kiéu vin hod va kiéu vin hoc: Cac sy vat hién tugng trong thé giéi déu rat da
dang, phirc tap. Tuy nhién, mdi sy vat, hién tuong don 1& iy déu c6 thé tim thiy nhitng
diém tuong dong tir nhiing su vat, hién tuong khac. Tir nhiing sy twong dong nay, ching
ta c6 thé quy ra céac loai, cac nganh, cac ho, cdc nhém hay cac kiéu. Bdi véi cac nén van
hoa ciing nhu cac nén van hoc trén thé gidi, chiing ta ciing déu c¢6 thé phan loai chung.
Két qua cua sy phan loai 4y chinh 13 su hién ton caa cac loai hinh vin hod va cac loai
hinh van hoc. Vi du nhu, chiing ta c6 loai hinh van hoa phuong Pong va phuong Tay
(theo phwong vi), van hoa truyén théng va vin hoa hién dai (theo thoi gian), van hod
trong dong hay trong duong va vin hod trong tinh hay trong am (theo tinh chat caa hoat
dong). Theo Tran Ngoc Thém (2004), trén thé gidi co ba loai hinh vin ho4 tiéu biéu:
Loai hinh van hod trong am (tiéu biéu la khu vuc Do6ng Nam A), loai hinh van hoa trong
dwong (tiéu biéu 1a phuong Tay) va loai hinh vin hoa trung gian (tiéu biéu 1a khu vuc
DPong Bic A). Tuong tu, ching ta ciing ¢ loai hinh van hoc phuong Pong va van hoc
phuong Ty (theo phuong vi), loai hinh van hoc ¢6 dién va loai hinh vin hoc hién
dai/duong dai (theo thoi gian)...

Tuy nhién, trong cung mat loai hinh, chung ta lai c6 thé tiép tuc phan chia dé hinh
thanh nén céc tiéu loai, & day, ching t6i tam goi 1a cac “kiéu”. Vi du nhu, cung 13 nhiing
dat nudc thude chau A (phuong Pong), nhung cac nén véin hod dién hinh & noi day lai
mang sic thai riéng, c6 thé duoc dinh dang thanh cac kiéu khac nhau: Vin hoa sa mac
(ving Trung Dong, Tay A), vian hoa tam linh (An D), vin hoa than quyén (Nhat Ban),
van hoa vuong quyén — thé tuc (Trung Qudc), van hoa trong tinh (Viét Nam)... Tuong
tu, ching ta c6 céc kiéu van hoc twong tng nhu sau: Van hoc an uc sa mac (dai dién 1a
van hoc Arab, Ba Tu), van hoc tm linh (dai dién 1a vin hoc An D), van hoc than
quyén — ngon linh (dai dién 1a Nhat Ban), van hoc thé tuc (dai dién 1a Trung Quéc), van
hoc trong tinh (Viét Nam va nhitng nén vin hoc Pong Nam A).
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Kiéu tinh cdch vin hod: Tinh cach 1a khai niém dung dé chi nhitng dic trung trong
cach nhan thuc, t6 chic, wng xtr (thé hién qua bang hanh dong) cia mot ddi trong ngudi
cu thé. Pi tuong ngudi ndy c6 thé 1a mot ngudi (mang tu cach 1a thanh vién chinh thic
ctia x4 hoi) va ciing c¢6 thé 1a nhiéu nguoi (nhom ngudi, cong dong). Thé nhung, do mang
tinh cong dong xa hoi nén tinh cach ctia mot nguoi, ca nhan nao d6 ciing chinh 13 san
phém duoc hinh thanh tr tinh cach cia cong déng d6, cho nén khi néi dén tinh céach,
nguoi ta thuodng nghi dén tinh cach chung cia mét cong dong ma khéng phai 1a tinh cach
riéng cta timg c4 nhan (ngoai trir nhitng ¢4 nhan c6 nhimg nét tinh cach khac cong dong,
tuy nhién, trudng hop nay dugce xem 13 1ap di va rat dé bi cong dong c6 1ap). Trén thuc té,
tinh cach cua cong dong chinh 1a “tinh cach tap thé”. Va vi tinh cach tap thé 4y la san
pham ctiia mot cong ddng ngudi cu thé, cho nén né mang nhitng gia tri van hod nhét dinh,
tic 13, tinh cach cong dong ciing chinh la tinh cdch vin hod. Xét vé tinh cach van hoa, vi
mdi nén van hoa déu duoc xay dung boi mot cong dong nguoi trong mot khong gian va
mét chudi thoi gian cu thé (bdi canh dic hitu), nén nhitng phuong thirc nhan thic, to chic
va ing xir (théng qua hanh dong) cia ho s& mang dc trung riéng. Chinh vi diéu nay ma
tinh cach van hoa ciing dugc phan loai thanh nhitng loai hinh, nhitng nhém tinh cach khac
nhau, vi du loai hinh tinh cach duong & phuong Tay va loai hinh tinh cach &m & phuong
Poéng. Ctung mot loai hinh vin hod, v6i nhitng su khac biét vé mat diéu kién ty nhién, con
ngudi va lich st phat trién ma mdi cong dong dan toc lai c6 nhitng kiéu tinh cach vian hoa
khac nhau, vi du nhu trong khi nguoi Trung Qudc c6 kiéu tinh cach van hoa 1a banh
truong thi nguoi An D9 lai 6 kiéu tinh cach van hoa 1a chugng hoa binh, trong doi song
tam linh, con ngudi Nhat lai ¢6 kiéu tinh cach 1a ldp khuén hod tat ca nhiing chuan tic cia
cudc séng thanh céac dao. ..

Vi tri ciia kiéu vin hoc va kiéu tinh cach vin hod trong vin hod: Tuy déu 1a nhiing
thanh t6 clia van hod, nhung kiéu van hoc va kiéu tinh cach vin hoa lai khong dong dang
v6i nhau. Kiéu van hoc 1a mot chum dic trung vé nghé thuat ngén tir trong van hod to chac
doi séng ca nhan clia con ngudi, nd ngang hang voi cac thanh t6 ndi by khac (tin ngudng,
phong tuc, cac loai hinh nghé thuat...) hoic ngang hang véi cac thanh td ngoai bo cia nd
(nhu an uéng, maéc, di lai, cu tra...). Trong khi do, kiéu tinh cach van hod lai 14 mot chum
dic trung vé tinh cach con ngudi trong mot nén vin hoa. T 14, kiéu tinh cach vin hoa 1a
Mot siéu thanh t6, nd bao trim 1én tat ca céc thanh t5 vin hod khac, tir vin hod nhan thuc,
van hod t6 chie cho dén van hoa Gng xir cua nhitng thanh vién trong cong dong van hoa y
(theo cAu triic van hoa ba thanh t& do Tran Ngoc Thém (2004) xac dinh).

Tuy khong ngang hang nhau, nhung ca hai déu quan hé rat chit ch& véi nhau, dic
biét do vian hoc chinh 1a hinh thirc truyén tai nhan thac mot cach chi tiét nhat va ro rang
nht trong céc loai hinh nghé thuat, nén co thé thong qua kiéu vin hoc ma thay duoc
kiéu tinh cach vin hoa va ngugc lai. Mot khi kiéu vian hoa (cu thé 1a kiéu tinh cach vin
ho4) bi thay di thi kiéu vin hoc ciing sé& bj thay d6i theo. Vi du nhu, su thay doi tir kiéu
vin hoc Bic Bo sang kiéu van hoc Nam Bo va sy thay ddi tir kiéu van hoc “van di tai
dao” thoi trung - can dai sang kiéu van hoc Tay hoa thoi can - hién dai ¢ Viét Nam
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chinh 14 hé qua cua su chuyén ddi tinh cach van hod tir tinh cach tiéu nong sang tinh
cach tiéu thuong va su chuyén doi tir kiéu tinh cach vin ho4 thién vé hinh thic sang
kiéu tinh cach thién vé ndi dung. Trong Méi quan hé giita vin hod va véin hoc, B Thi
Minh Thuy (1997) di chi ra hai lan thay ddi kiéu vin hod (Han hoa va Tay hoa) da dan
dén su hinh thanh cua hai kiéu van hoc: Van hoc ¢ dién va van hoc hién dai.

2.2. Nguén di liéu va phwong phdp nghién ciru

2.2.1. Nguén dé ligu

Son Nam (1926-2008), tén that la Pham Minh Tai/Tay, sinh ra ¢ Kién Giang, 1a mot
nha vin, nha bo va ciing 12 mot nha nghién ciru vin hoa ndi tiéng & Nam Bo. Ong bit dau
cho in sach tir ndm 1958, cho dén nam 2002, tong sé tac pham vin hoc, nghién ctru van hoa
da gan 40 dau sach. Trong d6, “Huong rimg Ca Mau” 14 tic pham vian hoc duoc viét trong
thoi gian kha 1au, tap 1 duoc xuat ban vao nim 1962, trong khi tap 2 va 3 dugc Nha xuét
ban Tré cho phat hanh tir nm 1997. Pay 1a tic pham co tiéng vang manh mé nhét trong sy
nghiép sang tic clia 6ng. Vi tac pham dién hinh nay, ciing nhu véi sy cong hién subt ca
doi cia mot “Ong gia Nam B9, Son Nam di nhan dugc giai Mai vang vao nam 1999.
“Huong rimg Ca Mau” 13 tic phdm van hoc cha yéu viét vé dat va nguoi Tay Nam Bo
trong nhitng ndm dau thoi ki khang chién chdng Phap, nhung né dugc dic két tir nén tang
kién thtrc van hoa xa hoi rat c6 gia tri ma Son Nam tich luy duogc tir nhitng to béo viét vé
Nam Bd tir nhitng ndm thang Phap thudc (nhu Luc tink tdn van), cling nhu tir von kién thic
ma ban than 6ng c¢6 dugc trong qua trinh quan sat, nghién ngdm vé vian hoa Nam Bo. Do
vay, “Huong rimg Ca Mau” khong chi 1a mét tac phdm vin hoc thuan tuy, ma ban than n6
chinh 12 mét bo sach khao ciru van hoa dang tin cdy. Thong qua tic pham niy, ching ta co
thé c6 cai nhin séng dong hon vé dat va ngudi Nam Bo, dic biét 1a nhan dinh duoc kiéu
tinh cach ctia nguoi dan Tay Nam B trong qué trinh mé mang lanh thd vé phuong Nam va
phat trién thinh vuong cho dén ngay nay.

Bai viét sir dung phuong phap nghién ctru lién nganh, khao sat tic pham vin hoc
dién hinh cta ving Tay Nam Bo — “Huong rimg Ca Mau” ciia tac gia Son Nam, ban in
nam 2009 caa Nha xuat ban Tré, véi toan bo ba tap truyén ngan.

2.2.2. Phwong phap nghién ciru

Trén thyuc té, viéc nghién ctru tinh cach con nguoi Nam Bo qua bo ba tap truyén
“Huong ring Ca Mau” cia Son Nam da duoc thyuc hién, nhung khong nhiéu. Vi du nhu,
trong bai viét vé& vin hoa va con ngudi Nam Bo qua “Huong rimng Ca Mau”, Pham Thi
Hong Dao (2019) da chi ra hai nhom dic trung trong tinh cach nguoi noi day: (1). Hao
hiép, nghia khi, tai tri, muu meo, nghia tinh, ghét gian tra; (2). Yéu qué huong, dat
nuéc. Tuong tu, qua bo tap truyén nay, tac gia Pang Cong (2011) ciing cho rang Son
Nam di néu 1én duoc nhing dic trung ctia nguoi Nam B nhu sau: Ngay thang, c6
nghia c6 tinh; trong 1& phai, trong nghia khinh tai, c6 chi tang bdng; siéng ning, chét
phac, hién lanh; phong khoang, tu do. Tuy nhién, nhitng dic trung tinh cach nay can
duoc xac 14p mot cach co hé théng dua trén mot khung 1i thuyét khoa hoc. Hon nita, dic
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trung tinh cach nay can phai hiéu 1a dic trung tinh cach cua mot cong ddng ma khong
phai 1 ddc trung tinh cach cia ca nhan. Do vay, trong bai viét nay, chung toi di tir i
thuyét loai hinh van hoa ctia Tran Ngoc Thém dé x4c dinh dic trung tinh cach vin hoa
Tay Nam B9, tir d6 chitng minh rang, “Huong rimg Ca Mau” 1a mét tac pham van hoc
phan anh day du nhitng tinh cach vin hod dién hinh cta cu dan Tdy Nam B6.

Tur 1i thuyét loai hinh vin hod, Tran Ngoc Thém (2018) xé4c dinh hé tinh cach vin
hoa Tay Nam B6 duoc hinh thanh trén ba co s&: 1). Hé tinh cach vin hoa Viét truyén
thdng (do di d4n mang dén); 2). BSi canh ty nhién — xa hoi Ty Nam Bo; 3). Anh huong
tir vin hoa phuong Tay. Trong bai viét ndy, chung toi trién khai van dé vé kiéu tinh cach
vin hoa ving Tay Nam B ciing chi1 yéu theo khung i thuyét nay. Ngoai ra, ching t6i
con sir dung phuong phap phan tich va so sanh dé lam 1 nhitng dic trung tinh cach vin
hoa duoc thé hién qua céc tinh tiét trong bo tac pham da chon khao sat.

Theo d6, do xuit than tir mot bo phan nguoi Viét truyén thong song & mién Bic va
mién Trung nén cu dan TAy Nam B6 ciing mang theo nhiing dic trung tinh cach chung ctia
nguoi Viét: Trong tinh cam, séng quéan binh hai hoa vai thién nhién va con nguoi, dé dung
hoa véi van hoa dén tir bén ngoai... Trong khi d6, khi dén méi truong sdng mai, tuy 1a gap
nhiéu bét trac trong ty nhién (nhu chuéng khi, rimg ram hoang vu, nhimg loai nguy hiém
(ran, c4 sau, cop) ludn rinh rap, nhung con ngudi duoc canh tac trén ving dat rong 16n, phu
sa mau mJ, song day tom ca... nén cudc song ciia luu dan ngudi Viét ciing phong khoang
hon. Vé diéu kién xa hoi, ddy 1a viing dat dung nap nhiéu thanh phan luu dan (Khmer, Viét,
Hoa, Cham; trong d6, khdi cu dan nguoi Viét di tir ving Thuan Quang vao 1a thanh phan
chiém da s6?) ciing nhu chiu Sy TAy hoa tir Phép va Mi trong hai cudc khéng chién nén cu
dan Tay Nam B¢ da tiép nhan nhiéu ludng van hod véi nhiing kiéu tinh cach khac nhau, tir
do tao nén mot birc tranh tinh cach thong nhat trong da dang & ho. Tir nhitng diéu kién do,
vin hoa Tay Nam B9 thé hién rd chum dic trung sau tinh cach van hoa nhu sau: Tinh
thich nghi cao dj Néi méi trieong séng meoc (day duoc xem 1a mot ddc trung cd nhién),
trong nghia, béc truc, bao dung, thiét thuc, mo thodng. Trong khi d6, “Huong rimg Ca
Mau” ctia Son Nam 13 mot bo tac pham chu yéu viét vé ving An Giang, Ca Mau. Do
vdy, khong chi 1a théi quen sinh hoat hing ngay cta ngudi Tdy Nam Bo duoc tai hién
lai mot cach sinh dong, ma dic diém tinh cach vin hoa Tay Nam B9 cling duogc long
ghép mot cach tu nhién, thuyét phuc.

3. Két qua va thao luan

3.1. Tinh song nwoc

Trong hau hét cac mau chuyén trong tap truyén, cudc doi va dién bién cau chuyén
& cac nhan vat hau hét déu duoc ké di lién véi méi trudng séng nwéc, dic biét 1a nhing
cau chuyén ké vé sin ca su, bat ran. Vi gin lién voi song nudce, nén con nguoi noi day
cling dugc thé hién ra véi nhitng tap tuc, tinh cam, nhitng cach g xu xa hgi mang dam
hon séng nude. Vi du nhu, trong cdu chuyén Mgt cugc bién dau, cha thing Kim chét
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vao mua nudc noi, khong co chd chon, ong ba Hai Tich di giup neo quan thi thé vao hai
cai nop, chd dén mua nude rit thi mo xuong chon cit. Cau chuyén Con Bay dia do lai
ké vé giong ho ngot ngao va cao vat ciia Mot ngudi con gai sic sao, da doan. Céu
chuyén Cdy hué xa lai cho ngudi doc thiy su hoa quyén gitra d6i tinh nhan Loi va Lai
Vvé&i moi truong song nudce, cling nhu hoa quyén vao nhitng dot choai, diy bong bong,
dam co bon bon. Tham chi, Loi con goi Lai 1a rdn bong stng, con Lai goi Loi 1a ran hd
dat, va trong thé giéi song nuéc ay, “chung quanh day cai gi ciing 13 rin nhu hai dta
minh”. Nhitng cau chuyén nay da phac hoa hinh anh caa nhiing con nguoi phong
khoang, cudc doi phiéu bat nhu nhitng dong nuéc ndi troi bat dinh. C6 thé noi, song
nude da hoa vao con ngudi, dé con ngudi dan dan mang dang hinh, tinh tinh ctia nhiing
dong séng, con rach.

3.2. Tinh béc truc

Séng trong khoang troi dat rong ta bé, khong c6 mot canh cong lang, mot luy
thanh tre lam dau hiéu cho su cach biét giira lang nay véi lang no nhu & x& Bac, con
ngudi ciing trd nén coi mo, thang than hon, dan dan, & con ngudi noi day da dinh hinh
nén tinh bgc truc. Ngoai ra, theo nhan dinh caa Tran Thuan, tinh boc truc nay con duoc
xay dung tir nhitng con ngudi “xuét than phiéu bat, giang ho... nén c6 16i song ‘doc
ngang nao biét trén dau c6 ai’” (2014, tr.28). C6 thé noi rang, tinh cach nay dugc hinh
thanh tir tinh khi vén c6 ciia nhitng con nguoi von it chit nghia, vi ké sinh nhai hoac vi
ti t6i ma phai bo ving dat Ngii Quang dé vao Nam, tinh cach nay dugc boi dip thém
boi moi truong séng hoang vu, ménh mong ciing nhu 16i séng coi M cia van hoa
phuong Tay. Tir d6, 16i song cua ho thuong mang tinh ca nhan cao, nudc song khong
pham nuéc giéng: “O viing U Minh bay gio- hau nhuw vé chanh phii, ai ciing ¢é ld biia ho
Mang riéng, moéi ngwoi mét chiéu riéng. C6 ké da hai lan sat nhon, tha bé virot nguc tir
Cén Pdo. C6 ké gid bé cudc ray, mdc do rach nhung ki thdt la mét chiia dang cuoép. Lai
con nhiéu éng ki ldo, con chdu cdc vi cong than héi doi Gia Long tau quac thude lau
Kinh si, tuy nghéo nhung ai ciing kinh mén vi cdc éng dn ¢ cé dirc. Trong can choi sat
mi rieng tram, ¢6 Tw Hanh song dc than, ngi trén chiéc giwong, thiéu vach che bon
bén nhung ké hdo ngot nao téi budng loi ong buém thi phdi biét” (An to néi lon).
Khong chi vy, ho thuong khong xem trong ddi twong giao tiép ciia minh 1a ai, cbt 1a
thé hién tron ven chinh kién caa minh trong qua trinh giao tiép. Trong cau chuyén Cdi
t6 ong, thang Thich cii lai 10i cta ong Tu va xung 1 “toi”: “Pdu phdi tai t6i. Tai chi
Hai dé. Héi sang, chi con manh ctii cui. Vdy ma chi vé mimng nam, dap mén, khong biét
dau chimg binh gi. Ba héi coi! ”. Tinh boc truc nay biéu hién ra bang thai do thang than,
d6i khi 1a ngang tang, nhirng diéu nay thim vao trong ting 15 an tiéng no6i, cach wng xir
gitta nguoi Voi nguoi, bat ké 1a nguoi quen hay la. Do vay, dé biéu dat y kién cua minh
mot cach chinh xac, con nguoi noi day thuong noi thang ra suy nghi ctia minh, vi du
nhu khi ong Nam Pho néi duia, 6ng Choi Mui di danh lai: “Bg may mudn xii tao danh
né giyt thudce ré ha? Nghéo, phdi rang chiu. Khéng bao gio tao chju lam chuyén sdi véi
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lwong tam” (Pgi chién véi thay Cha). Vi thang than, nén moi ngudi déu mong mudn
khong bi hiéu lam, cang khong mudn bi mang tiéng 1a ngudi ich ki, tu loi. Cau chuyén
Bat sau ring U Minh Hg 13 mét trong nhitng cau chuyén phac hoa mét cach dién hinh
vé tinh thang than, ghét dbi gian cua ngudi Tdy Nam Bo. Trong cAu chuyén, ong Nam
Hén khong gidu nghé. Khi dan lang hiéu ki mudn biét xem cach bt siu, ong bao: “Bi
nhiéu chén rén lam. Téi khéng gidu nghé véi ba con dau. Cé Tw Hoach di theo coi ma”.
Nhung ciing c6 khi, boc truc qué, chit phac qua lai khién con nguoi khong gitr ¥ ti, vi
du nhu trong cau chuyén Cé Ut vé rirng: Khi ong ba huong ca Ba hoi: “- Sao vdy ca?
Sao Vdy ca? O dudi ¢& nay ra sao ma thién ha dé nhiéu qud vay? Khdach ngirong nghiu,
chdp sau méi néi: - Da, & miét dwéi mudi dit lam. Chang vang la cd nha, vo chong con
cdi riic v6 miing... néi chuyén. It ai di dau”. Mit khac, vi thang than, séng tin tudng vao
ngudi khac nén cling 1am khi, dan lang d& dang bi lira gat: “Ong Béc vat X vi tin ngudi
ma tiét 16 bi quyét niu xa bong (Bdc vdt xa bong), ngudi dan that tha nén bi thdy Quyt
gat tién cong phat c6” (Péng géng ong thay Quyt). ..
3.3. Tinh bao dung

Khéng chi néi bat véi tinh boc truc, rach roi, nguoi Tdy Nam Bo con ¢o tinh bao
dung cao d6. Vi sdng trong méi trudng mai day ray hiém nguy, nén ngoai tinh c4 nhan
ra (do nhimg nguoi thoat 1i dat Ngii Quang déu 1a nhitng con ngudi lai it chit nghia lai
chuodng tu do) con ngudi phai nwong dwa vao nhau dé séng. Do vay, cu dan noi day dé
dang dung nap cac ludng tu twong khac, ton trong nguoi khac, d& dang tha thi 15i 1am
cta nhau. Hinh anh Tu Hung (Bén cdi ngu) tat bat xin 18i ba con vi vg minh v6 y dé heo
x6ng chudng, quay pha x6m giéng da thé hién duoc sy bao dung nay: “Ba con oi! Téi
nhét heo lgi réi. Chac tai Vo t6i quén... Vo téi né dai dét thi t6i chiu téi”. Hodc nhu,
trong cau chuyén Pang “Canh buom den”’, nhan vat Sau Bo di hoc hang loat nhitng dao
& ving An Giang (dao Ot, dao Dat, dao Nam), sau d6 dung tai ciia minh dé thu phuc
nhém cudp Nam Bun ciing 1a hinh twong dién hinh cho tinh bao dung: Tha mang va bo
qua I5i 1am cua Nam Bun, gitip Nam Bun di theo con duong hanh hiép truong nghia.

O mét goc do khéc, bao dung khong chi 1a bao dung gitta nguoi véi ngudi, ma day
con 1a sy bao dung giita con nguoi V6i cac loai 4c tha, ran dir. Trong truyén Séng Ganh
Hao, sau khi d giét chét con siu duc hung 4c, 6ng RSp dé nghi giét con sau con lai thi Tu
buc da noi: “Minh giét Mgt con dii roi, giét hét minh cé t6i véi Troi Dat”, rdi “téi ao wéc
hwong chirc lang minh cdt mét cai miéu 1 tho dau con sau no. Bat ludn la sdu hay la cop,
hé né hai minh thi minh giét. Hé giét dwoc roi, minh nén tho... dé t6 rang minh ciing so
né nhung ma ciing... khong s né. Phdi dé cho né tu tdm dwdng tanh trong “kiép sau”.
Tinh bao dung nay con khién cho con ngudi tré nén sdng binh dang, hon hau véi nguoi
khac, dién hinh nhu ong Bac vat X (Bdc vdt xa béng): “Hé ai gap chao héi qud khim
niim, éng can gidn: Ba con cit binh dang, dirmg nén goi t6i bang éng, téi con nhé tudi
lam. Ci goi t6i bang dwong Hai. Ddt nay ciia bén vo;, Vo t6i thir hai”. Day ciing 14 tién dé
dé cai toi cia mdi ngudi duge phat huy manh mé, dac biét 1a trong qua trinh xéac 14p vi thé
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nam — nit binh dang ¢ ving dat méi nay. Chinh vi vay, chat manh mé tir nhitng cau ho
nganh tré cua c6 Bay khi dbi dap véi con trai huong 4p trong Con Bay duea do lai tro
thanh c4i hay cua nhimg ngudi con gai mién Tay. Trong mdi quan hé chong va vo, tuy
ngoai mit 1a chdng cd quyén quyét dinh nhung tiéng ndi ciia ngudi Vo ciing co trong
lwong khong it. Tham chi, trong nhiéu truong hop, ngudi chdng phai ha minh trudc vo.
Nhu trong cau chuyén Cé Ut vé rimg, 6ng ba Huong ca Ba tranh 1i I8 vé viéc ga co Ut vé
xtt Canh Dén, khi d6, ong “tuy cdi loi bd, trong tham tdm éng ciing cam thdy chit gi
buon bue vé Ii. “Ong ¢6 1i ludn diing, nhwng ba... khong 1€ néi sai”.

3.4. Tinh thoang mo

Xuét phat tir tinh bao dung, nguoi Tay Nam Bo phan 16n déu 1a nhitng ngudi song
thodng mé, d& dang chip nhan cai moi, khong cau né, bao thu. Thoang mé nay khong
chi 13 trong cach sinh hoat hang ngay, ma dé con 1a trong tiéu chi chon vg chdng, hoic
ngay ca trong quan niém vé trinh tiét. Trong Rudng Io bom, Lé mong ga nghia véi trai
giang hd Tu CJ, vi Lé nghi: “Chdng ta chang hiéu ranh di vang ciia nang. Va theo kinh
nghiém cho biét, ké giang ho tir chiéng it kén chon khdt khe trong tinh chong vo. Ho dé
ddi doi Véi sw trinh tiér”. Khi 6ng Hai Don bat qua tang con gai ¢6 tu tinh voi Tu C9,
6ng Hai Don ciing khéng qua thi cuu: “Ong Hai Don cau may. Néu lam to chuyén thi
chang ich lgi gi cho ai hét. Chi bang éng giir thé dién véi Tu C6 va bat bude T Co Qi
thé dién déi véi ong. Ong nghi ra mét gidi phdp ven toan: Cho Lé va Tw C6 an ¢ Voi
Nhau, hai dira né phai di lam an ¢ X khdac. Ddn trong xom sé bot loi di nghg, thanh
danh ciia éng duwoc bao vé mét phan I6n”. Ngay ca trong 10i an tiéng noi ciing vay: Vi
khong qua khat khe véi nhitng gi khac minh, nén viéc chém xen tiéng Trung Qudc,
tiéng phuong Tay vao 10i qué 1a mot viéc hét sire binh thuong. Vi du nhu, trong Thang
diém vé danh, chi tiém da ghi rd may chit ¢ hai bén héng mui tam ban: “Tién Loi -
Phono - Photo - Stra dong hd” (hai chit Phap trong dong chit ndy c6 nghia 13 sira may
hat, chup anh). Trong Tink bdu muén théi, dan Tdy Nam Bo hay ndi “ra cdu thai” dé
chi viéc ra cau d6°. Trong Ba dam Phé Xi Péng, tir “a ha” con trd thanh tir dém cua
nhitng nguoi theo mot phuong Tay, va thai d cia nguoi nghe lai 1a coi ma, tha vi:
“Hai tiéng reo mirng “A hd” kha dac biét khién ching téi ngdy ngdt. Gdi ¢ mién U
Minh déu biét ding tiéng dy. Néu t6i khong lam, dé la giong tang hang vira nghiém
nghi, Vira ham doa, Vira khiéu khich cia phy ni# Tay phirong. Cé Ba gieo rdc mét hirong
Vi thom néng ngoai lai”.

3.5. Tinh thiét thuc

Khong chi vdy, do song trong méi truong rong mo, thanh phan cu dan thay 1a
nhitng nhom nguoi di tan nghéo kho, hodc 1a tu tdi, hoac 1a binh linh (nguoi Khmer tur
Luc Chan Lap xubng, nguoi Viét tir ving Thuan Quang vuot qua dai dat hep ven bién
ma vao, ngudi Hoa tir ving Hoa Nam luu vong sang, ngudi Chim tir cac qubc gia khéac
ti nan trg vé), vi vay, ngay tir nhitng budi sinh co 1ap nghiép ban dau, ngudi Tdy Nam
B6 tuy mong moi nhung van chwa c6 mét sy 6n dinh vitng chic. Cho nén, cudc séng
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ngay trudC mét véi cai dn cai mic hang ngay van 1a diéu quan trong nhat. Tinh thiét
theec bt dau tir ddy, dong thoi con duoc bdi dip dan thém khi tiép xac v6i vin hoa
phuong Tay vao khoang cudi thé ki XVII tré di. Do vdy, dan ching coi trong nhiing
ngudi biét 1am ra cai dn cai mic ma ghét nhitng ngudi noi sudng theo 1i thuyét hoic
khodc lac, noi diéu. Trong cau chuyén Cdi t6 ong, 6ng Tu tuy ngudng mo ciu Minh vi
chang ta c6 an hoc, nhung ciing chan ngan vi cai thoi noi chuyén trén troi dudi dat ma
khong thay c6 ich loi gi. Tinh thiét thuc nay da khién cho ngudi Tay Nam Bo thich don
gian hoa vin dé, thich nhitng cai gi don gian, tién dung hon 13 nhitng thir khuon phép,
phtic tap. Ong Choi Mui trong cau chuyén Pai chién véi thay Cha chinh 14 nhan vét
dién hinh cho tinh khi ay. Khi thay nuéc mua dot vao nha thi “May dét vé nha tao thi
tao ra sau bép ldy cdi t6 hitng may, dé danh uéng choi! Khéi mdc cong ra sau hé miic”.
Khi nhiam chimg khong thé dung sicc manh dé tri toi thay Cha, 6ng Choi Mui bén ding
ké sach hét sirc don gian nhung hiéu qua cao: Dung nip thung thiéc khoét 15 lam thanh
dang 6ng hom, nhan lic thiy Cha khong dé phong ma chup nap thiéc vao dau. Nhung
cling xudt phat tir tinh than chudng cai don gian, xem trong cai an cdi mic ngay trudc
mét ma ngudi Tay Nam Bo hay co thoi tam b, it khi tinh muu ké 1au dai. Pong thoi,
khi c6 cai an cai mic, con ngudi noi day lai tré nén hao phong dén mirc lang phi. Trong
cau chuyén Cao khi U Minh, cach an cé sic duoc gidi thiéu ¢ day 1a “mdi con an hai
dia”: “Ta cir cam diia, gié mét bén, dwa vao miéng roi thi tré con cd, gié thém diia nira,
gié Xong, Cit qudng cdi xwong cd... Toéi ngdm ngui nhin déng xwong cd vun 1én khd cao,
néu ria cho ki, trong dong xwong dé con dinh chimng mét ki 16 c¢a” hoac trong Pdng xdm
minh, cach an phai 1a “Ca 16c Xéo Quao ngon lim, ngén mot miéng cho biét mui. An
I6n miéng méi biét ngon”. Trong cau chuyén Anh hing rom, tinh than “an choi x4 lang
sang vé sém” da dugc phan anh kha rd: “Rugdng dat qud phi nhiéu, chang can bén phan,
Méi cong ddt (1.000 thuede vudng) thau hoach hon 20 gia. Qua thing Mwoi mét, man
mua gat, dan chiing con hwéng thém mia dwa hdu trong ngay trén ruéng. Néu tring
mua dwa thi ré rang la von mét 1oi muwoi. Ho tha hé dan xai sudt thang Giéng co bac,
don ca vong C6 lai rai dén lic thang Ba, sa mwa”. Cling vi trong thuc té, nhiéu ngudi
Tay Nam B0 con nang né 1én thanh thoi thuc dung: Giao Trich va Tu Hanh tham tién
ctia Phap nén suyt bi hai than (4n fo xai Ién); trong Rugng o bom, Lé thich tén Tu C6 1a
vi cho rang Tu C c6 tai khong lo chét d6i, ma cai tai nay chi 1a theo 10 néi tir phia Tu
Co: “Nguoi lam muwén sung swéng tram bé: Khéng lo xa, ¢é nha ¢, com an. Khi chdn
ong chii nay thi minh giyt ng, lam téi t& cho éng chii khdc”; trong cau chuyén Con rdn
ri voi, dé kiém nhiéu tién 10i tir viéc ban da ran, “Sdu Kién ding bom xe dé bom vio
bung rdn ri voi cho cing da, givip bé ngang cua da réng hon 3 tac nham dé ban cé 1oi”.

3.6. Tinh trong nghia

Tuy vay, do xuat than tir nhitng con ngudi khong thé ¢ lai ving cb thd, phai luu
tan trong canh man troi chiéu dat, luon phai di mat nhing vat rimg thiéng nuéc doc voi
c4 sdu, ran, cop chuc chd, con ngudi noi day lai bo qua tat ca nhing di biét ma doan két
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Vi nhau, song bang nghi luc va bang tinh cam that sw. D6 chinh 1a co so quan trong dé
hinh thanh tinh than treng nghia cua ngudi Tay Nam Bg. C6 thé no6i rang, noi bat hon
tat ca nhimg nét tinh cach con lai, tinh trong nghia khi chinh 1a soi day chi dao xuyén
sut cac mdi quan hé tir trong gia dinh ra ngoai xa hoi, tir nguoi quen cho dén nguoi xa
la. Do vay, néu Truyén Kiéu cua Nguyén Du duoc cu dan x& Bac yéu mén vi tinh than
Nhdn Lé thi Luc Van Tién cia Nguyén Dinh Chiéu duoc nhan dan khép c6i Nam Ki ca
ngoi 1a vi cau chuyén 4y tham dam tinh than Nhdn Nghia (véi cac hanh dong caa Luc
Van Tién, cua 6ng quan, cia 6ng Ngu, cia Hon Minh, T Tryc...). Trong cac cau
chuyén ké caa Son Nam qua bo truyén “Huong rirng Ca Mau”, tinh than trong nghia thé
hién vo cting sau sac.

Trong d6, mot hanh hi¢p trugng nghia mang hoi hudng li ki thinh thoang cling dugc
nhic dén. Vén 1a nhitng nguoi yéu thich truyén Trung Quéc, nhitng con ngudi chan chat
ving Tay Nam B6 ciing nhiéu lan hoa than thanh nhimg nguoi c6 tai don tho, tang hinh
dé ctu gitp nhitng ngudi 15 van, bi bic hiép. Trong cau chuyén Ba vo thir muoi, vi cam
thong ndi khd cia thang Nau ma Hai Tudc quyét chi gitip thang Nau Iy lai to gidy no tir
tay ba cai tong: “Dong mdu ‘nghia hiép anh hing’ dwong nhw bdt dau ham néng trong
huyét quan ong Hai Twde. Ong muén thi nghiém mét lan chét dé civu givip thang Néu”.
Pé giir uy tin ciia nhimg nguoi chan chinh, Nam Tiét trong Xudt quy nhdp than di duing
muu meo dé vira gitp huong quan duge t6n vinh céi tai, con ban than minh thi dugc ton
trong cai phép. Ngoai ra, trong bo truyén con c6 mot cach séng vi ngudi khac. Trong Bon
cdi ngu, 6ng Hai Kiém 12 nguoi ludn nghi cho ngudi khac, gitp cho Tu Hung lay duoc vo
ma ban than lai 1anh no: “Ong Hai Kiém Xu mdt, twong twong dén nhiig hdu qud tai hai
ma éng ganh ldy. Chinh éng da lam mai méi cho Tw Hung cw6i Vo. Bén gdi doi mot doi
béng bup, hai chiéc vong diing mét lwong vang. Vi muon tac hop cho hai tré la ngieo
ding nén éng Hai Kiém van lam gan lanh no, vay givim cho gia dinh Tw Hung sé tién kha
to. Chui ngr héi: ‘Roi lam sao ver chong né dii sirc tra?’. Ong Hai Kiém déap: Vo chong né
S& nudi heo ndi, ban heo con lan hoi’”. Hodc trong Pai chién véi thay Cha, khi thiy thay
Cha 1a ké co hoi, khinh nguoi Viét va quyén du dan ba con gai, 6ng Choi Mui da ra tay
tring tri: Dung nap thung thiée dé trong vao dau thay Cha. Ong sdng bang tam niém vé
nghia khi nhu sau: “Ga ¢ 16i xém, ba con minh ban cho nhau ré nhit. O cho, ga nhiéu
nhung ban mdc. Vi thiéu cdi nhdn tinh. Léi xém, ga lwa thwa nhwng ban ré. Vi nghi tinh
ba con quen thugc, Som t6i c6 nhau, lic hoan nan sung suwong. O doi, anh véi 16i day, déu
phdi c6 nhdn tinh... Tir hdi giai huynh d@é la vay dé”. Trong Mét cugc bién ddu, ong ba
Hai Tich tuy khong quen biét gi cha con thang Kim, nhung khi thdy ngudi gap khé khan
thi hét 1ong gitip strc, khong tiéc cna cai. ..

Nhung cam dong hon, cai nghia khi ciia nhitng con ngudi chan chéat noi day
thudng duoc thé hién siu sic qua cac cdu chuyén ké vé nhimng nguoi giét ca sdu dé trir
hai cho dén ching. Ong Nam Hén (Bdt sau rirng U Minh Ha) vi “Ta thirong ta tiéc, Ldp
dan gidi oan...” va “Nghé bdt sdu cé thé lam giau dwoc ngdt téi khéng mang thir phii
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qudi dé”. Ciing 1 nhan vat Nam Heén, nhung trong Con sdu cuéi cing, 6ng Nam Hén
lai 1a ngudi mang nhiéu thiét thoi do von mang ban tinh trong nghia khi, xem tién tai
nhu phu hoa, mic cho cai tong Hy hiéu nham 1a ong tham hai luong vang. Sau khi giét
duogc ca sau hai ngudi thi ong cling bo di va bao “Nhdn Véi dng cai t0ng: Cit ciing com
trén ban tho, vi nguoi chét da ngdm cuwoi”. Trong Séng Ganh Hao, cha con cht Tu giét
c4 sau trir hai cho déan, khién ong kiém 1am Rép mudn khen ting, nhung chu Tu la
ngudi séng bang nghia khi: “Vi ddt nwéc ché ddau phdi vi danh vi li. Sach ¢é chir:
‘Kién nghia bdt vi vé déng gid, lam nguy bdt ciru Mac anh hing’. Cong viéc Ciia téi da
lam tron. Téi ao wéc hirong chirc lang minh cat mot cdi miéu ld, tho cdi dau con sdu no.
Bat lugn la sau hay cop, hé né hai minh thi minh giét. Hé giét dwot roi, minh nén tho...”.

Khong chi mang nghia khi d6i dai voi ngudi trong cing x6m lang, ma & mot s6
cau chuyén khac, tinh than trong nghia niy da bung phét 1én thanh tinh yéu nudc
thwong dan, mong mudn xa than dé giét Tay, giit gin dat nuéc. Trén bao Vin nghé,
Nguyén Thanh nhan dinh rang Son Nam da khang dinh tinh than chién ddu anh hung dé
bao vé qué huong cua ngudi dan, tir d6 gian tiép phan anh long cam thu giic ngoai xam
sau sic (Nguyén Thanh, 2016). Trong Con ngua dat, tuy 6ng Huong ca dugc con gai
cho hay tin T4y vé, nhian 6ng 1a phai di tan cu, & lai s& mang tiéng ban nudc thi ong
khong dong y. Biét 1a Tay s& dén nhung ong khong chay di, ma viét “Viét Nam Doc
lap™ trén vach tuong dé thé hién minh khong bao gio phan boi véi dat nuéc. Cau chuyén
Ngay mua dau mia ké vé thai 46 6ng Tu quyét liét khong theo Tay: “Nghe ddu dng phé
tham bién nai ni, moi lam dai hwong cd, 6ng Tw cwong quyét tir chéi, ciing nhw éng da
Xem Viéc ban ‘huy chwong canh néng’ cho éng, hoi ba nam trwede, la diéu si nhuc lén”.
Nhitng nguoi lam nghé ty do ven bién xdm nhitng dong chir Tau, chit quéc ngir 1an chir
Phap trong cau chuyén Ddang xam minh tuy nghéo nhung van ludn giit mot tinh than
“Plutot la mort que la honte” (Tha chét hon chiu nhuc). Pac biét, trong cau chuyén
Pang “Canh buém den”, tinh than yéu nuéc dugc thé hién rd rang hon ca. Ngay ca dén
ong dao, mdi thu gidc Tay van deo dudi trén budc dudng tu dao. Ong dao khuyén Sau
Bo giét Tay nhu tim guong Nguyén Trung Truc: “Héi oi! Diing twéng da roi dau ma
loi vang ngoC No mdi rén vang trong long ngwoi, khdp non cao bién réng... Char dau
Tdy! Chat dau Tdy!”. Sau khi linh hoi tinh than nay, Sau Bo di théng nhat dang Canh
budm den, 1am nhiéu viéc nghia cho dan chung. V& gia, ong truyén day dudng quyén
Luu Thuy cho thanh nién dé danh lai giic Phap.

4. Két luan

“Huong rimg Ca Mau” 1a mot b truyén ngan dac sic nhat trong sy nghiép sang tac
van chuong ctiia Son Nam. Trong ba tap ctia bo truyén ngan nay, hinh dang ciia mot “Ong
gia Nam B6” ludn duoc khic hoa ngam an tir nhimg nhén vét khang khai trude thoi cudc,
nhimg con ngudi nghéo kho nhung biét quén minh lo cho an nguy cua dan lanh, nhiing ké
giang hd tir chiéng nhung coi trong chit tin, coi trong tinh ngudi. Vi vén kién thic uyén
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bac, Son Nam khong chi phac hoa lai mot cach sinh dong vé btrc tranh van hoa dan gian
ving séng nudc Tay Nam Bo, ma thong qua do, tac gia con 16ng ghép nhimg dic trung
tinh cach vin hoa cua cong déng cu dan noi day. Nhitng dic trung tinh cach ndy dugc hoa
quyén tir nguon gbc luu dan tir chiéng giang hd, tr méi truong séng tuy day ray hiém
nguy nhung ciing tra phd tot tuoi, tir qua trinh tiép nhan vin hoa phuong Tay ngay tir
nhitng ndm thang bat dau dinh hinh va phat trién mot cong doéng van hoa ving cuc Nam
cua dat nuéc. Nhimg nét dic trung tinh cach 4y lau dan tré thanh nép, tré thanh kiéu tinh
cach van hoa ctia mot vung doc lap: Vung van hoa Tay Nam Bo.

Theo d6, khi nhic dén kiéu tinh cach vin hod Tay Nam Bo, chiing ta s& nghi ngay
dén mot chum dic trung tinh cach van hoa nhu sau: Tinh thich nghi cao do voi moi
trieong séng nudc, trong nghia, boc truc, bao dung, thiét thuc, mo thodng. Nhimng dic
trung nay déu duoc truyén tai ddm nét qua nhimng cdu chuyén trong “Huong rimg Ca
Mau”. Ngay nay, nhiing dic trung tinh cach vin hoa nay c6 dam nhat, manh yéu khac
nhau & mdi nguoi, mdi lac, mdi noi ¢ ving Ty Nam B, nhung n6 van luén ngdm chay
trong tong thé tinh cach chung cta con ngudi noi ddy, du dé tao nén sic thai khac biét
giita con ngudi mién cuc Tay voi nhitng ngudi séng ¢ cac ving mién khac, tham chi 1a
khi so sanh véi con ngudi vung Dong Nam Bo.
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