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This study aims to elucidate how the art of linguistic organization in the
prose of Southern Confucian scholars in the late nineteenth century
vividly depicts the ideal of “loyal righteousness” and kindles patriotic
fervor. Employing an interdisciplinary approach that combines literary
history and stylistic analysis, the author systematically compiled socio-
historical materials, examined and compared manuscripts in Classical
Han, Nom, and Quoc Ngu, and then delved into sentence structures and
rhetorical techniques - from parallelism, repetition, and antithesis to
allusion, reduplication, and rhythmic patterning - within exemplary
proclamations, memorials, eulogies, and narratives. The findings reveal
a harmonious fusion of three linguistic “palettes™: Classical Han lends
scholarly gravitas and solemnity through allusive diction and symmetric
composition; Nom contributes rustic authenticity and folk resonance via
reduplicative words and idioms; and Quoc Ngu offers flexibility,
melodic rhythm, and regional color, broadening the texts’ appeal to a
wider readership. This subtle interplay not only enhances the persuasive
power and emotive force of the prose but also affirms its unique
aesthetic value, thereby helping to preserve and enrich the literary
legacy of Southern Confucian prose.
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Nghién ciru nay nham muc dich 1am sang to6 nghé thuat to chirc ngon
ngit trong van xudi ctia cac nha nho Nam Bo ntra sau thé ky XIX co
thé khic hoa sau sac hinh twong “trung nghia” va khoi day tinh than
yéu nude. Ap dung phuong phép lién nganh, két hop lich sir van hoc
va phong cach hoc, tac gia da hé théng hoéa tu liéu lich sur - xa hoi,
thu thap va ddi chiéu cac ban chép chir Han, Nom va Qudc ngit, rdi
tham nhdp vao cu trac cdu va tha phap tu tir - tir bién ngau, diép
ngt, dbi ngﬁu dén dién cé, tr 14y, nhip di¢u - trong nhiing hich, sc’r,
van té, ky su tiéu biéu. Két qua nghién ctru cho thdy ba “gam mau”
ngdn ngir giao hoa: chir Han uyén bac va trang nghiém nho dién cb
va bd cuc dbi xtng; chit Nom moc mac, giau am diéu déan gian qua tir
lay va thanh ngit; chit Qudc ngit linh hoat, day van diéu va mang dau
an ving mién mé rong kha niang két ndi v6i cong chung. Sy hoa
quyén tinh té ay gilip nang cao stc thuyét phuc va sirc cam hoa cua
van ban va khang dinh gia tri thim m¥ doc ddo, gop phan bao ton va
lam phong phu di san van xu6i nha nho Nam Bg.
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1. Gi6i thiéu

Vin xudi ciia mot sé nha nho Nam B6 ntra sau thé ky XIX la mot hién tugng van hoc dac sac,
dong vai tro quan trong trong giai doan van hoc cudi trung dai Viét Nam. Pay 1a thoi ky lich sir
day bién dong khi thue dan phuong Tay xam lugc, dac biét Nam Bo phai ching kién canh dét
nuée bi chia cit va mat quyén tu cha [1]-[5]. Trong bdi canh do, ting 16p nha nho Nam B di
dung ngoi but 1am vii khi tu tudng, sang tic nén nhidu tac phim vin xudi da dang nham thé hién
long yéu nudce va Iy tuong trung nghia [6]-[10]. Bo phan van hoc nay c6 khdi lugng tic pham
phong phu, da dang, véi nhiéu khuynh huéng tu tuéng va but phap nghé thuat khac nhau [11]-
[13]. Tir cic bai van chinh luan, biéu, hich mang giong diéu hing hon dén nhimg truyén ky, hoi
{rc phan anh sinh dong cudc sdng duong thoi, van xudi nha nho Nam B giai doan nay da tao nén
mét dién mao phong phi cho véan hoc dén toc nira sau thé ky XIX [14] [16]. Piém chung ndi bat
cua nhimg sang tac ay la tap trung khic hoa hinh twong con ngudi “trung nghia”, mot biéu tuong
my cam tiéu biéu cho con nguoi Nam B9 thoi loan. Dy la mau hinh ly tuong két tinh cac pham
chat dao duc truyén thong (trung véi vua, nghia véi nudc, trong nghia khi, chudng tiét thao) va
mang dam tinh cach ngudi Nam B, trd thanh hinh tuong thim my c6 ste khai quat 16n va ¥ nghia
xa hoi - thAm my sau sic hiém co [17], [18]. Thong qua hinh twong ngudi anh hing trung nghia,
van xudi nha nho Nam B da truyén tai manh mé thong diép vé 1ong yéu nude thuong dan, y chi
kién trung bat khuat va khat vong bao vé vin hoa, dao 1y dan tdc trude thir thach lich sir [19]-[22].

V& phuong dién nghé thuat ngén tir, vin xudi ctia cic nha nho Nam B nira sau thé ky XIX di
dat duwoc nhimg thanh tyu ndi bat. Khong chi dimg ¢ ndi dung tu tuong (“ vzet gi”), cac tac gia
con dac bi€t quan tdm dén céch thirc thé hién ( “viét nhu thé ndo ") nham tao 4n tuong manh mé
va thuyét phuc nguoi doc [5]. Ho diéu luyén trong viéc str dung nhiéu thé loai va tha phap khac
nhau dé ning cao hiéu qua biéu dat: tir 16i van bién ngau, ddi lién voi cau trac cau chir ding dbi,
nhip nhang, dén van nghi luan chinh khi voi l4p luan chit ché, sic bén. Nhiéu tac pham vin xudi
duoc xay dung theo két cAu mach lac, 1ap luén logic, giong di€u tha thiét, trong khi ngén tir van
c0 dong, truyén cam [12], [16]. Pac biét, cac thé loai chinh luan nhu hich, thu, lun, thuyét, diéu
tran... cua si phu Nam B¢ thuong thé hién sirc thuyét phuc cao do: cau vin bién ngau song hanh,
phép diép nhan manh ¥, cing nhing dién c¢b va hinh anh giau goi cam, tat ca déu huéng dén muc
tiéu khoi ddy long trung nghia va tinh thin yéu nuéc noi ngudi doc [3], [7]. Chéang han, thé hich
dugc céc chi si tan dung dé kéu goi quéan ching ding 1én chdng ngoai xam vai 10i 18 théng thiét
héi thuc, khudy dong long cam thu gidc va khoi déy y chi ciru nude. Trong khi do, thé van té nhu

“Van té nghia si Can Giugc” cua Nguyén Dinh Chiéu lai st dung nhip diéu bi trang va hinh anh

xtc dong dé ca ngoi sy hy sinh trung nghia ctia nghia binh néng dan. Song song vai do, nhiing
thé loai tu su (truyén ngan, k¥ su) va mot s6 thé loai van hoc dén gian (truyén tho Nom, tuc ngfr,
giai thoai...) cling dugc cac tac gia van dung linh hoat. Nhing tac phim nay phat huy loi thé
phan anh sinh dong thuc t& doi sdng, ddng thoi Iy giai nhitg van dé thoi cude mot cach gan giii,
sinh dong. Nho kha nang két hop hai hoa gitra ngh¢ thuét ngdn tir va gia tri tu tudng cao quy, van
xudi nha nho Nam Bo da khic hoa nén birc chian dung séng dong vé tim hon con nguoi trung
nghia d4t Nam, va dong thoi tao nén strc lay dong manh mé trong long cong chiing dwong thoi.

Cho dén nay, vin hoc ciia cac nha nho yéu nudc Nam B nira sau thé ky XIX di thu hut sy
quan tim ctia nhiéu nha nghién ciru, tuy nhién cha yéu trén phuong dién ndi dung lich sir va tu
tuong [1]-[3], con khia canh ngh¢ thuét ngon tir chuyén séu thi Vﬁn chua duoc khai thac ddy du.
Ngay tir nhitng thap nién cudi thé ky XX, giéi nghién ctru da suu tam, hé théng hoa cac tac pham
tiéu biéu cua giai doan nay. Bao Dinh Giang va Ca Van Thinh (1977) da cong b6 tuyen tap “Tho
van yéu mede Nam B¢ nira sau thé ky XIX” - tp hop nhiing sang tac tiu biéu thé hién tinh than
yéu nude chdng ngoai xdm ciia si phu Nam Bo [10] [23]. Tiép d6, Bao Dinh Giang (1995) véi
cong trinh “Nhitng ngéi sao sang trén bau troi van hoc Nam B nira sau thé ky XIX” [6] da khic
hoa nhimg guong mét tac gia tiéu biéu, xem ho nhu nhimg ngdi sao ruc rd trén bau trdi van hoc
dan tdc vé ca tu tudng trung nghia 1an gia tri nghé thuit sang tao. Nhiéu nghién ctru khac nhau
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tap trung lam rd gia tri ndi dung yéu nude trong sang tac cia Nguyén Dinh Chiéu [9], Nguyén
Hitu Huén [8], Phan Véan Tri, Bui Hitu Nghia, Nguyen Thong [10], [11], v.v. - nhing dai dién
tiéu biéu cta vin chuong Nam Ky luc tinh thoi by gio. Chang han, cac cong trinh bién soan vé
Nguyén Pinh Chiéu di chu ¥ dén nghé thuat ngdn tir dan da ma tham thia trong vin tho ong, coi
d6 12 nhan t6 1am nén sirc song lau bén cua tac pham. Gan ddy, luan an tién si ciia Nguyén Ngoc
Phu [17] da di sau khao sat hinh tuong con nguoi trung nghia trong van hoc nha nho Nam B9
cubi thé ky XIX, cung cAp mdt cai nhin toan dién hon vé de tai trung nghia tir goc do the loai va
khuynh huéng sang tac cua cac tac gia Nam Bo. Nhimg nd lyc nghién ciru d6 da dat nén mong
quan trong, khang dinh vi tri ctia vin hoc nha nho Nam B9 giai doan nay nhu mot bo phan khoéng
thé thleu khi tim hiéu lich st vin hoc dan toc. Tuy nhién, nhu chinh tac gia nhan dinh, van con
nhiéu van dé ciia van hoc nha nho can tiép tuc kham pha chang han nhu dac diém riéng cla vin
hoc nha nho ¢ ting ving mién va gi4 tri thim m§¥ ndi tai cia nd. Trén thyc té, phuong dién ngh¢
thuat to chirc ngdn tir trong vin xudi nha nho Nam B9 - tirc 1a cach cac tac gia lya chon, sap xép
ngodn ngit, giong diéu, hinh anh dé truyén tai hiéu qua ly tuong trung nghia - chua duoc nghién
ctru mot cach hé thdng, thoa dang. Do d6, viée tap trung tim hiéu nghé thudt 16 chirc ngon tir cua
véan xudi nha nho Nam B¢ nura sau thé ky XIX s& gop phan bo khuyét vao khoang trong nghién
ctru, dong thot lam ndi bat hon gia tri nghé thuat doc dao ciia bd phan van hoc nay trong tién
trinh phat trién cua van hoc Viét Nam [15], [17], [24].

Tom lai, bai viét s& phan tich bdi canh va tam voc cua van xudi nha nho Nam B0 ntra sau thé
ky XIX, ddnh gia nghién ctru hién c6 va dé xuit cach tiép can méi dé 1am rd gia tri nghé thuat
ngon tir. V4i viéc kham pha nghé thuat to chirc ngodn tir trong sang tic ciia cac nha nho Nam B,
tac gia mubn nhin manh déng gop cua ho khong chi & tu tuéng yéu nude va hinh twong trung
nghia, ma con & nghé thuat sir dung ngdn tir. Nhitng tic pham nay chirg minh strc manh cua 1oi
van trung nghia trong viéc khoi ddy tinh than dan tdc, dong thoi 1a cau ndi giira van hoc trung dai
va hién dai, gop phan dinh hinh phong cach vin xudi din toc. Nghién ctru nghé thuat ngén tir caa
van xubi nha nho Nam B¢ vi thé vira tri an gia tri truyén thong, vira mang lai bai hoc vé mdi quan
hé gilta ngdn ngit va van ménh dan tdc trong sang tao van chuong.

2. Phuong phip tiép cin nghién ctru

Xuét phat tr muyc ti€u lam rd gia tri nghé thuat ngdn tir cua van xudi nha nho Nam B nira
cubi thé ky XIX, nghién ctru ndy ap dung phuong phéap lién nganh, két hop lich sir van hoc va
phong cach hoc. Pau tién, van ban duoc dat trong bdi canh lich sir - xa hoi cua thoi ky mat nudc
dé 1am 1 hoan canh va muc dich sang tac. T1ep theo, thong qua phén tich - téng hop tu liéu va
khao sat ciu tric, thi phap, tac gia chon mot so tac pham tiéu biéu (thu tir, hich, van té, ky su...)
dé nhan dién thu phap tu tir va cach t6 chirc ngdn tir: Iya chon lop tir Han-Nom trang trong, sur
dung thuat ngit Nho gido (“trung”, “hiéu”, “nghia”, “tzet ), cau trac bién ngau dbi xung, nhip
di¢u, giong diéu trir tinh hodc hung ca, cung hinh anh a an dy, dién cb kinh dién [18] - [20]. Cac
yéu t6 nay duoc phan tich trong moi lién h¢ chat ch€ voi ndi dung tu tuong dé 1am rd cach ngén
ngir ngh¢ thut thé hién ly tuéng trung nghia va tao stc lay dong tham my. Cach tiép can da
chiéu nay cho phép vira phan tich siu sic timg tac phim, vira khai quat phong cach chung cua
nha nho Nam B dudi tac dong ctia bdi canh lich str dic thu.

3. Két qua nghién ciru

Xét vé& “nghé thudt t6 chire ngén ngit”, vin xudi nha nho Nam B nira sau thé ky XIX khong
dimg ¢ viée chon tu, két cu cau va thu phap tu tir, ma thé hién & cach van dung ba hé théng chir
viét: Han, Nom va Qudc ngir. Trong cac tac pham chit Han, céc si phu ding cau trac bién ngau dbi
xtng, dién c6 uyén tham va tir ngit Nho gido (“trung”, “nghia”, “hiéu”, “tiét”) dé tao giong van
trang nghiém, 1ap ludn chit chd, goi nhic bdn phan “trung quan 4i qubc”. Chit Nom cua Nguyén
Pinh Chiéu va nhiing tac gia Nam B¢ khac khai thac tir lay, thanh ngit, tuc ngit va hinh anh doi

EINTS

thudng (“phdp phong”, “dat do”, “lay ldt”) dé khic hoa ndi dau, tinh doan két va khat vong chong
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ngoai xam. Khi chir Quéc ngit xudt hién, cac tac gia nhu Truong Vinh Ky, Huynh Tinh Cua tin
dung véan diéu Latinh ph6i hop v6i phong vi Nam B9 va tir Han-Viét da Viét hoa, tao 16i van vira
hién dai, vira ddm da ban sic; cau tric rd rang gitip doc gia pho thong dé theo ddi tur twong trung
nghia. Nho sy giao hoa gitra séc thai trang trong cua Han, mdc mac dam am di¢u dan gian cia Nom
va tinh coéng chung, linh hoat cia Qudc ngit, vin xudi nha nho Nam Bo di thanh cong trong viée
khéc hoa hinh anh ngudi quan tir trung nghia, dong thoi khoi dy tinh than doan két va yéu nudc.

3.1. Ngén ngiv trong cdc sdng tic bang chiv Hin

Trong nén van xudi ctia cac nha Nho Nam B nira sau thé ky XIX, chir Han dugc xem nhu khi
cu biéu dat 1y tuong trung nghia va chinh ludn mét cach tinh té. Sinh truong trong moi truong Han
hoc kinh dién, gi6i si phu phuong Nam van dyng van ngon - thir ngén ngir 6 dién co dong va trang
nhi - dé tap trung truyen tai nhiing gia tri trung quén ai quoc thiéng liéng [18]. But phap Han van
ctia ho ludn day déc dién cd, dién tich tir kinh thu, tao nén giong di€u ham stc, trang trong; két cau
bién ngiu chit ché, nhip nhang, vira thé hién tim hoc van uyén bac, vira 4n chira cam xtic yéu nudc
chay bong, dem dén cho dong van xu6i Nam Bo sac thai trang nghiém, cao sang, tron ven phu hop
véi noi dung tu tudng trong dai ma cac tac gia mudn giri gam [8], [16].

Trong s6 d6, Phan Thanh Gian ndi bt voi hai cong trinh dd so: “Luong Khé Van Thao” va

“Viét Sur Thong Giam Cuong Muc”. Trong “Luong Khé Vin Thao” - gbm biéu, ludn, thuyét, thu,
tau, s6, tung, minh, dy, ky, van diéu - diém xuyét bang ngdn tir thanh cao, vura kin ddo trau chuot
vira manh mé& vach tran tinh trang sT khi di€u tan, quan lai sach nhidu va mdi twong tranh gay git
gilta quan - dan. Trén tinh than Nho gido, ong khang dinh: “Hiéu chinh la dirc [om nhat, tir thién tir
dén dan thuong ai muén tron phéan su phdi c6 long hiéu,” m& rong pham tri “nhdn” tir yéu thuong
cha me dén tinh nhan réng muén loai. Nhing biéu ta on nhan chirc Tham Hiép Quang Binh, Binh
b6 Hiru Tham Tri hay Thuong Thu Bo Hinh déu tran day tdm 10ng trung quén ai qudc, tham dim
thanh kinh. Trong hang loat s& tau dang vua Minh Mang, Tu Pirc va cung Nguyén Tri Phuong diéu
tran chanh sy, l4p luan ctia 6ng chat chd, dé xuét tiét giam lang phi, trong dung nhan tai liém khlet
canh bao h1em hoa ngoai xam; vin diéu ctia ong, du trang trong hay gian di, luén chan chira niém
hoai cam vé quéa khir va hoai bdo cho twong lai, khic siu hinh anh bac quén tir tan tuy danh tron
cudc doi cho dan, cho nuéc [7].

Phan Thanh Gian, nha Nho hoc uyén bac da dung chir Han lam ngén ngi biéu dat trung quén 4i
qudc mot cach tinh t& va day stc thuyét phuc. Tir nhitng biéu ta on cho dén cac luan, s6, tau, 10i vin
ctia ong ludn dugce trau chudt trang trong ma kin ddo, thanh tdm ma sau sac. Khi nhdm chirc Tham
Hiép Quang Binh, 6ng khoi dAu bang 10 tri an: “Sung dn vinh diw nhwong ndy, bao déap mirc ndo cho
xing? Than chi biét nung giila tai kém coi, thé doc hét tam tir...” O cuong vi Binh bo Hiru Tham Tri,
ong lai khiém nhuong tho 16: “Tuy chiu on sdu ndng, long riéng cam kich... Kinh tréng on tao thanh
ddc biét, tho than biét bdo dép sao cho vira.” Va khi duoc thing Thuong Thu Bo Hinh, 10 ng van
gian di ma tha thiét: “Than chi biét ging doc tam ngu trung, ciii dang tam méc mac. Than trong x6t
thirong dan, kinh theo ditc thanh... dai bay cam ta véi thanh dn.” Tinh than phuc vu dan sinh cang
rang 16 trong cac tau s¢ diéu tran: “Bao nhiéu ngdn kho quéc gia day hang van, chdt hang ngan, chi
mong cueu giup dan ta som duoc yén 5n " Nhung Phan Thanh Gian khong chi tri an; 6ng con khoi
xudng nhu’ng van kién chan hung quoc ké. Trong tau dang vua Tu Duac (1859), 6ng canh tinh:
“Nguoi ta co thé twong twong ra nhiéu cdch phong ngu, nhung thuec 16 ta khéng thé chéong noi treée
cugc tan cong cua Tdy Phwong.” Khi ket thac cude “tudn thi” xa hoa & Quang Nam (1836), ong
cung Nguyen Tri Phuong dang s yéu cau tiét kiém, chéng ling phi va trong dung nhan tai trung
diing, dong thoi canh bao khéng nén dung tung nhimg ké co hdi, keo kiét. Pén nhimg van diéu tién
ban hitu, Phan Thanh Gian lai chuyén sang giong trim tu, chan chira hoai cam. Trong bai diéu Ngb
Su Manh, 6ng ca ngoi: “Su Manh gia thanh ton kinh, hoc van som thanh, thién tu trac viét da sau sdac
lai gian dj... Ta véi tién sinh gdp mdt chuwa la bao song tam long thanh thi khéng bi chirc quan thap
cao go bé.” Kha ning c6 diic va khic chiét trong van xudi ctia 6ng con toa sang qua cac ky, truyén
nhu “Thach nhii chung ¢é ky”, “Thach gidi ky”, “Thién Y than nit ky” ... Mdi hinh anh, mdi chi tiét
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déu dugc khic hoa bang ngoi but sic sao, vira goi mo suy tu, vira khién nhip van 16i cubn. Trong bat
cho tp Duong méng ctia Ha Tong Quyen 6ng khong ngan ngai chdm biém: “T) rong mong, lai di xem
mong dé tim cdach 1y gidi sau hon vé méng thi chang phai mé hodc hay sao? Chang can hiéu ma lam
gi!” Va trong cong thu giri Tong ddc An Giang - Ha Tién (1867), ong khang dinh khi tiét kién trung:
“Sw trung thanh voi tién vieong la tron ven... Héi cdc quan va 1é dan, cdc nguoi ¢6 thé song dudi su
diéu khién ciia ngwoi Phii Lang Sa, nhung ld co ba sdc khong thé phdt phéi bay trén mét thanh lity
ma noi ay Phan Thanh Gidan con séng...” Ong sir dung day dic dién cd, dién tich tir Phung Cong, Ma
Phuc Ba dén Ba Di, Liéu Ha Hué... dé nhan manh 10ng trung quan 4i qudc va dirc do cao quy [7].
Séng thanh bach duéi mai nha tranh vach 14, Phan Thanh Gian di khing dinh: giira thoi loan, chit
Han khong chi 14 ngon ngit cta hoc thuat ma con 13 cong cu thirc tinh luong tri va truyén cam himg
yéu nudc miét mai [5], [9].

Sinh ra trong gia dinh Nho hoc nghéo khé, Nguyén Thong sém hoa minh vao cudc song lao
dong, mai giiia tAm hon nhay cam va hun dic tinh thuc té sdu sic trong ting cau chit. Trai qua
hon ba muoi nam sang tac, ong dé lai mot khéi di san chir Han da dang: tir “Ky Xuyen” cong doc
tap (To so dleu tran bon viéc vé noi tri 1868; Td s¢ trinh bay cach sip xép viée trong cay 1871;
T s¢ xin cp sach vo 1871) dén Pon Am vin tip vang danh Bic-Nam, tiép dén bo Ky Xuyen
vin sao trudc Ngoa Du Sao [15] va dinh cao 13 “Ngoa Du Sdo” van tap (1884) gom 32 bai chia
lam bdn quyén. Bén canh d6, 6ng con luu lai cac truyén lich str nhu “Ldnh binh Truong Dinh”,

“Ho6 Hudn Nghiép”, cing nhimg ngu ngdn sic bén nhu “Dan anh vii”, “Nhwong quy thuyét” va
khao luge “Viet Sur Thong Giam Cuong Muc” (1877) [10]. Ngbn ngir cua Nguyén Théng mang
sirc song hién dai: trong sang, mach lac va giau hinh turong. Khi miéu ta ky tich khang Phap, ng
khong chiu rang budc boi khudn pheép cb dién ma str dung giong vin sic canh, truc dién to cao té
d6 ho, dong thoi chan chua tinh thiét tha v6i qué huong. Tung trang vin nhu dic két ndi dau va
1ong cam phan trude sy nhan nhuong cua tridu dinh, rdi lai hoa quyén vao nhimg tran vin khéc
khoai ca ngoi va x6t thuong nhitng chién si hy sinh. Khong chi dung ¢ khia canh nghé thuat,
Nguyén Thong con dung ngon tu danh thép dé kién nghi chinh sach. Trong “To sé& ban vé viéc
mo mang viing son quoc,” ong viét: “Tir xwa tdi ‘nay, bo coi hoang vu, troi dit dang danh cho ta
mot kho tang vo tdn. Nay ta nén chiém ldy ddt dé mo rong bo coi, cdy Zay rugng dy dé thém nhzeu
lwong thyc...” Va trong “To s¢ trinh bay cdch sap dat viéc trong cdy,’ " 6ng phat hién ngay ton
that: “... Cay trong xong, khong co nguoi trong nom, mot $6 bi trau ngua giam dap, mot so khac
bi tré con bé gdy...” va dé xuat “giao cho chii dat va nguoti lam rugng ¢ gan trong col, lau ngay
c6 qua sé dwoc hai ding.” Ong con md rong tim nhin dén thuong nghiép, giao thong, thim chi
cai tién vd luoc: “Gidc gid chira dep yén, chinh la lic ma viéc vé phdi dimg hang dau... nhung
khi gap gidc thi nhat so... twéng khong ai liéu chét dudi gidc.” Céc bai ky nhu Nghia Chau thiy
loi tiéu sach tw, Vinh Loi cir ky hay Ky vé dap Dinh Gia déu thé hién 16i hanh van khuc chiét, 1ap
luan khoa hoc va danh thép, nhung khong kém phan chan thuc va gian di [11]. Ong ton vinh
nhiing cong trinh thity lgi do nhan dan gop stc, khic hoa 16 nét trach nhiém va khét vong dung
xdy cudc sdng no di cho muén doi sau.

Nguyén Thong di khéo 1éo muon dién ¢, dién tich tir cac tich truyén xua dé kién tao chidu sau
ngh¢ thut va goi mo y thirc lich su. Trong “Hung Phudc gian Pham Hodng Pat Thi gidng hoc

s, hinh anh “Gzang Nam ngay xé, diém co tzeng ga” khoi goi ndi niém tri am, “Hau Ly~ tugng
tru:ng cho su gan giii bac hién si, “Huwong Tudn” am chi tai thao lwoc, “Trudng hé” ton vinh chi
diing trang, “Lé nhé Téan Dinh” goi ndi nhd qué huong trong loan ly, con “Phiéu Diéu” khic hoa
khi phach kién cuong. Twong tu, trong “Gian Phan Thiic Thanh,” tich Phan Tong khoi nghia, gidc
mong D4 Phu - Ly Bach, hinh anh ca chém qué nha hay cau “Than du tir chir vé dau” déu dugc
chét loc, thdi hdn, tao nén nhitng 16p nghia vira uyén bac, vira goi cam. Khi chuyen sang thé loai
truyén sur, ong ca nggi Lanh binh Truong Pinh qua tdm vo tin binh va sy hy sinh tron nghia tron
tinh: mic 1énh bai binh, éng van mai phuc giac thim dam khi tiét sang ngdi dén lic ty van giita
rung hoang. Trong “Hé Hudn Nghiép truyén,” 6ng ton vinh khi phach kién trung, san sang tranh
luan v6i quan Ty va hy sinh dé giit tron tiét thao, dii khéng hé mong cau danh lgi. Nhiing trang
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van 4y con ghi khic hinh anh Phan Van Pat, DS Trinh Thoai, Nguyén Lich. .. - nhiing anh hing
ntra sau thé ky XIX - da diing cam ngd xudng vi nghia. Van xudi chir Han ctia Nguyén Théng vi
thé khong chi 1a ghi chép lich sir ma con 1a ban céo trang danh thép vach tran toi ac xam lugc,
dong thoi ton vinh khat vong doc 1ap, tu chu. MJi cau, mdi chit clia ong deu toat 1én trai tim yéu
nudc noéng nan va y chi kién trung, dé lai trong long doc gia nhitng diu an khé phai trong phong
trao van hoc yéu nudc cudi thé ky XIX [10], [15].

3.2. Ngén ngir trong cdc sdng tic bang chit Nom

Trong céc sang tac chir Nom, ngudi Viét di khéo 1éo muon cach phién 4m dong Am, gan 4m dé
ghi lai tiéng thuan Viét, tir d6 khai sinh mot hé van ty doc ddo phuc vu cho van chwong dan toc.
Ngon ngir Nom phat trién ruc 1& & Nam Bo ntra sau thé ky XIX, trd thanh phuong tién sic bén
phan anh tu tudng, tinh cam nhan dan, vach tran bat cong xa hoi phong kién va ca ngoi tinh than
trung nghia, khi phach d4u tranh chéng Phap ciia quan chung. Pinh cao ctia vin hoc Ném phai ké
dén Nguyén Pinh Chiéu, bac “thi hao 4o vai”, tic gia khong chi cta nhing truyén tho “Luc Vin
Tién”, “Dwong Tir - Ha Mdu”, “Ngw Tiéu y thudt van ddp” ma con cua van t&, hich day uy luc [9].
Ngon tir trong tac pham cua 6ng mang dam neét chat phac, binh dan; hang loat thanh ngir, tuc ngir
nhu ° trong nghza khinh tai”, “som con téi mat”, “Vach la tim sau”, “treo dé ban cho” dugc chit
loc va sap xép khéo 1éo, vira gan giii doi thtrorng, vira c6 suc goi hinh manh mé, giap doc gia cam
nhan tron ven phdm chét, khi tiét ciia con nguoi Nam Bo [19]. Nhéan vat Luc Van Tién hién 1én nhu
trang héo han thing thin, hao hiép; Kidu Nguyét Nga va 6ng Quan toat 1én vé thuy chung, dirc do;
trong khi hinh anh Truong Dinh, Phan Tong, Ky Nhan Su hay nhiing nghia dén Cén Giudc lai khic
hoa rd nét khat vong tu do va 1ong trung trinh sat son. O Duong Tir - Ha Mau, nha tho khéo muon
cdt truyén dé bay to thai do phan dbi v6i ca Phat gido 1An Cong gido La M3, con Ngu Tiéu y thuit
van dap vira 12 cAm nang tri liéu dén gian, vira thim dam tinh than yéu nuéc. Nho ngon ngit Nom,
doi séng Nam B9 - v6i bao thing tram, khd dau va niém tin kién dinh - dugc th6i hon séng dong
1én trang viét, dé lai trong trai tim nguoi doc nhirng hinh anh chan thyc va xuc dong vé mdt nén vin
hoa khéng ngimg dau tranh, huong tng tiéng goi tu do va cong bang.

Ngon ngir chitr Ném trong sang tac cua Nguyén Dinh Chiéu toét 1én sy moc mac ma day sau
sdc, mang ddm du 4n dan gian Nam Bo. Tir vung cua 6ng khong chi phong phii vé danh tur, dong
tu, tinh tur thuan Viét ma con dugc Viét hoa khéo 1éo tir Han - Viét, tao nén am diéu gan giii
nhung van trang nhi. Dong chit Nom ctia dng van dung thanh thao tuc ngi, thanh ngir, dic biét 1a
hé thong tir 14y - nhiing “I6p séng ngén tir” goi cam xtc manh mé. Chang han, “phdp phong”
(ndi 1én, xep xudng lién hoi) miéu ta trai tim ngudi cho doi va giri gam tdm trang lo 4u, trong chd
trong vo vong; “leo lét” (4nh sang chap chon, sip tit) tai hién khung canh den khuya hét hiu;
“dat do”” (bo pho, hut hot) goi hinh béng vo chay tim chong giita dong d6 nat chién tranh. Chinh
nhing tr lay ay da lam song ddy hinh anh me gia ngdi 6m con qua dém binh lua, vo tre 1am I
16i tim bong chdng trong tro tan va ca nhitng nghia si Can Giudc sit son khong hoai nghi trudc
cai chét. Nguyén Dinh Chiéu con khéo két hop so sanh, 4n dy, tugng trung dé khic hoa pham
chat trung nghia: xem Truong Dinh nhu bau vat “doa hé” giita rimg gidc, vi Phan Tong 14 1a cd
vinh quang khong dé nga nghiéng. Qua ngdn nglt ném gian di, chan thyc, giau &m hudng lay va
phép tu tir dan gian, Nguyén Dinh Chiéu khéng chi tén vinh con ngudi trung nghia, kéu goi tinh
than doan két chong ngoai xAm, ma con nang cao gid tri tham my cho van hoc yéu nudc nira sau
thé ky XIX. Mdi ciu chit déu hoa quyén tu tuéng nhan ban voi mach vin mach lac, gop phan lam
nén “ban cdo trang” danh thép vach tran toi ac thuc dan va luu truyén vao tAm thirc ngudi Viét
nhitng hinh anh bat khuit, nghia kh1 cua ca mot dan toc [3], [7].

Trong Van té Truong Dmh mat di vi tucmg kiét xuat nghia quan nhu nga quy, gitra sa truong,
ndi dau tudn trao qua tung tiéng lay nang né: “nhoc nhan vi nudc nao son,” vét sdu “ldy lat theo
thoi,” tim hodn “ngo ngdn mgt phuong tré dai.” Ho khoc cho nude non bén loan, than cho bo ¢di
tang thuong: “Ngdy mai vang chiia, thua buon nhiéu néi khiic néi; ngdy thang tréng vua, ngo
ngan mét phirong tré dai.” Khi Truong Dinh con, dao tic e dé 14n trén; Truong Dinh khuit, nghia
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binh khép noi cang thém “bdi xdi, don doc gitra bén song. Troi Ben Nghé may mua “sui sut” nhu
cung khoc, dat Go Cong co ciy “s é” nhu dong cam cho tam 1ong sit son ctia con than tir.

Trong Thao thir hich nghé thuat ngon tir ctia Nguyén Dinh Chiéu trong “Hich ddanh chudt”
khic hoa ban chét bon xam luoc qua hinh anh [i chut tham lam, nhat gan va tan bao: “Léng
moc xom xam, tuc kéu chudt lat; tinh hay an vat, long chang kiéng de.” Chd nao ciing 6 hung
han, “hang 16 nhiéu dwong,” nghe dong 13 chay bién, “nhdt qud me cheo,” chi dam rinh rap khi
dém ve. Chung xung du tht danh: chudt xa, chuot chu, chudt céng... cin pha lua vudn, gam
nhdm khip néo séng rach. Ring chudt to bon chiéc, am tham “dn ciia doi tham t6i biét bao
nhiéu”; con bon thu hung, “rdu ciing hai chia,” ving mit chu 13 bay tro 1t 1éo. Nguyén Dinh
Chiéu muon hinh anh d6 dé vach tran bo mit thuc dan Phap cung bé 1il tay sai: hiy dung Ién diét
trir ké tiéu nhan dang hity hoai giang son, gianh lai tu do cho dén toc!

3.3. Ngon ngiv trong cdc sdng tic vin hoc biang chiv Quoc ngiv

Khi Nho hoc dan buée vao giai doan “cudi mia” cia xa hoi giao thoi, nhu cu tim mot ngon
ngit riéng dé xay dung nén van hoc dan toc di thuc day cac nha nho chuyén sang sang tic bang
chir Quéc ngit. O Nam Bo, bén canh nhiing di san chit Han - Ném truyén thong, chir Qubc ngi
nhanh chong khing dinh sttc manh biéu dat nhd mdi quan h¢ chat che gitra &m va ky tu, gitr
nguyén glong noéi dia phuorng va phong vi déan gian. Truyén ngan, tiéu thuyét trén bao chi bat dau
xuét hién $6i dong tur cudi thé ky XIX dén dau thé ky XX, vira thAim duom 16i van bién ngiu,
ngon tir ¢d, vira manh m& ddi méi theo huéng chan thyc, sinh dong. Trong hang ngi tién phong,
Truong Vinh Ky, Truong Minh Ky, Huynh Tinh Cua, Nguyén Trong Quan... khong chi bién
khao, dich thuat ma con 4m tham phién 4m cac tac pham chit Ném sang Quoc ngit, gop phan gilr
gin va phd bién vin hoa dan toc. Tiéu biéu 1a ban “Kim Vin Kiéu truyén” (1875), “Gia Dinh that
thi vinh” (1882), “Luc suc tranh cong” (1884) va dac biét “Luc Vian Tién truyén” (1889) cua
Truo‘ng Vinh Ky phién 4m dAu tién gan nguyén tac nhat, gitip 6n dinh van ban Nom von truyén
miéng, chip nbi. Viéc 6ng ti mi tép hop, chinh ly tur nhiéu phién ban Ném khac nhau di mang
dén cho doi mot ban Qudc ngir ddy du, mach lac va giau gia tri van hoc, danh dau budc ngoit
quan trong trong lich sir ngdn ngir va van chuong Viét Nam [5], [16].

Chit Quéc ngir da thoi 1u0ng sinh khi méi vao doi séng van chwong Nam Bo, bién nhing ky tu
latinh thanh phuong tién chuyén tai manh mé tu trong dén toc. Khong chi phién 4m, bién soan cac tac
pham Nom, nhiéu nha nho con truc tlep dich Han vian va Phéap van ra Qudc ngit, gop phan mo rong
chan troi tri thirc. Truong Vinh Ky 1a tam guong tiéu biéu: ong chuyén ngit “Bai Nam quoc sir dién
ca” (1875), “Trung Dung, Dai Hoc” (1881), “Tam tu kinh” (1884), “Tw thu” (1889), “Minh Tam
Bdo Gidm” (1893)..., dong thoi bién soan “Kim Vin Kiéu truyén” (1875), “Gia Dinh that thi: vinh™
(1882) va “Luc Vin Tzen truyén” (1889), mang lai ban Qudc ngir gan voi nguyén tac nhét, 6n dinh
van ban truyén khau v6n nhiéu nhuong. Truong Minh Ky, Huynh Tinh Cia, Nguyen Trong Quan...
cling nhiét tm phién dich “Kinh thi”, “Tam tw kinh”, “Ca tir dién nghia”, dong thoi phién ban
truyén Tau da dang - tir Son Hau tudng dén cac ban dich cta nhiéu tic gia - gitip doc gia Nam Bo tlep
nhén tu tuong trung hiéu, nhan nghia va hinh anh Quan Vii, Truong Phi, Nhac Phi nhu nhiing biéu
tuong bét khuét cua tinh than dén toc.

Song hanh véi viée dich thuét, chit Qudc ngit con 1a phuong tién dé sang tac truyén ngan, tiéu
thuyét va chinh luan trén bao chi, phan 4nh nhip song d6 thi, bat chién bién khao va phong trio cach
tan van hoc. Nhitg niam cudi thé ky XIX, truyén ngin Nam B xuét hién nhon nhip, van ngén nga
van diéu bién ngiu cua su két hop gitta cd phong va hién dai, dong thoi ghi nhan tam 1y, 16 4n tiéng
n6i vimg Nam B9. Tiéu thuyét nhu “Phan Yén” ngoai str ctia Vuong Thé Tran xay dung hinh tuong
nhén vat “van - v song toan” nhung cling 1a thuong gia 16n, cho thdy mau hinh con ngudi méi biét
dung hoa truyen thong véi yéu cau xa hoi duong dai. Bén canh do, lan song dich thuat Phap van da
thém mau sic da chidu cho ngon ngit va tu tudng van hoc Nam Bo. Truong Minh Ky dua vao Qubc
ngit nhitng cdu chuyén phiéu luu ctia Fénelon, Robinson trén hoang dao va tuyén chon ngu ngon La
Fontaine, gitip doc gia cam nhan tinh than nhan vén, rit ra bai hoc sinh tdn tir nhitng ving dat méi.
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Tir “Ba chang ngw lam” dn “Tién can béo hdn,” déu 1a nhitng “kiém hiép Tdy” vira gan giii voi tim
trang nguoi dan di cu vira khoi day tinh yéu ty do va chinh nghia. Nhu vay, chit Quoc ngit khong chi
1a cong cu phién am ma dé tr¢ thanh manh dat mau m& dé van hoc Nam B0 phat trién da dang, giao
thoa gitra ban sic truyén thong va cach tan hién dai (20].

Chit Qubc ngit dd mé rong canh cira vin chuong dén v6i cong chung, thé hién rd tinh dai ching,
chan thyc va binh dang trong cach sang tic ciing nhu truyén ba vin xudi Nam Bo [20]. Tir nhimng nd
luc bién khao dau tién, cac tac gia nhu Truong Vinh Ky, Trwong Minh Ky va Huynh Tinh Ciia da gop
phan quan trong trong viéc luu gitr kho tang vin hoc dan gian bang chit Qudc ngit: Truong Vinh Ky

61 “Chuyén doi xwa” (74 truyén co tich, ngu ngon, 1886), “Chuyén khoi hai” (Passe-temps, 1852)
vatap “Théng logi khéa trinh” (1888) da tuyén chon, phién 4m va cha gidi ca dao, tuc ngir, truyén co
tich, truyén tiéu 1am...; Huynh Tinh Cuta v&i “Chuyén gidi buon” (92 chuyén dan gian) khong chi
dung lai nhimg mau chuyén nghia tinh nhu ché trung thanh giit goi bac, khi ctru thuong ngudi an
may, ngudi chau L& Van Cao tan tuy phung dudng 6ng ndi ma con dung ngodn tir binh ddn Nam Bo
(“thang cha,” “cwoi om”, “di xung xang”) dan xen voi 101 € trang trong (“Dai truong phu”, “Chi
qudn tir”), khién mdi truyén ngan vura goi cudi, vira thdm thia dao Iy [4]-[6], [14].

DPong thoi, mot sb tac pham triét Iy ngén nhu “Kiép phong tran” (1882) hay “Bét cuong ché
cuong 1am chi” (1882) da dung 16i van tudng thuat khuc chiét, 16i binh diém xuyét va thanh ngir
Hén Vi€t (“tdan nhan luc nhi tri thién ménh”) dé phan anh tim tu con ngudi trude cude doi, su
tuong giao gitra y chi va s6 phan. Du da chuyén sang ky tur Latinh, tic pham Qudc ngit Nam B
van ké thira nhiéu yéu t6 thi phap Han N6ém - cach hanh van d6i dép, nhip diéu 4m vang, 16i dung
tir dan da tao nén phong cach vira gan giii, vira giau nhac diéu, pht hop véi nhip song va tam ly
cua dong dao nhan déan lao dong.

4. Két luan

Vin xudi ciia cac nha Nho Nam B9 ntra sau thé ky XIX, du dugc thé hién qua chit Han trang
nghiém, chit Nom mdc mac hay chit Quoc nglr sinh dong, déu hoa quyén trong mot ngdn ngi hét
sirc doc dao: 11 vin vira trau chudt, sic sao, lai gan gili, chan thyc. Mdi cau moi chir déu 4n chira
trong tAm “trung” va “nghia,” khong chi bay té tim long trung quan 4i qudc ma con thim ddm
tinh than nhan nghia sdu sdc. Cau trac l4p luan chit ché, ngdn tir uyén bac cua Han van két hop
v6i su dung di ciia Nom va sirc truyén cam manh mé cta Qudc ngir tao nén hiéu qua nghé thut
manh liét. Chinh qua d(‘)ng chay ngon ngir da sic do, hinh twgng ngudi quan tir trung nghia hién
1én sinh dong, thuc giyc 1ong yéu nude va khat vong giai phong dan toc. Nhimg dong gop nay
khong chi gitt vai tro quan trong trong lich s khang chién ma con dé lai di san van hoc dang tran
trong, gop phan lam giau c6 kho tang vin hoc dén toc.
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