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Am et epic

This article studies the Thai epic Am et, a typical work in the
folklore treasure, in order to analyze the worldview and socio-
economic life of the Thai people. The study applies methods such as
the systematic method, the classification method, the analysis-
synthesis method and the interdisciplinary method to clarify the
cosmological concepts, social institutions and economic life of the
Thai people in the Amet epic. The research results indicate that
Amet reflects the Thai people's concept of the formation of the
universe, the relationship between humans and the natural world,
and the characteristics of the economic life of the Thai people. The
article also helps to identify the characteristics of the social
organization system and the agricultural production process of the
Thai people in ancient times. The research results not only vividly
recreate the spiritual and material life of the Thai people but also
affirm profound humanistic values, contributing to the preservation
of intangible cultural heritage in the modern context.
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Thé gisi quan
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St thi Am ét

Bai b4o nay nghién ctiu sir thi Am ét cua nguoi Théi, mot tac pham
tiéu biéu trong kho tang van hoéa dan gian, nham phan tich thé gioi
quan va doi song kinh té - x4 hoi cua nguoi Thai. Nghién ciu van
dung céc phuong phap nhu phuong phap hé théng, phuong phap
phan loai, phwong phap phén tich - tong hop va phuong phap lién
nganh dé 1am r6 c4c quan ni¢m vii try, thiét ché xa hoi va doi séng
kinh té ciia nguoi Thai trong sir thi Am ét. Két qua nghién ctru chi ra
rang, Am ¢t phan anh quan ni¢m cua nguoi Thai ve sy hinh thanh vii
tru, mdi quan hé gitra con ngudi va thé gisi ty nhién, cing nhimg dic
trung vé doi séng kinh té cia ngudi Thai. Bai béo ciing gitip nhan
dién nhimg dic trung cua hé théng t6 chirc xa hoi va qud trinh san
Xuat ndng nghiép cua ngudi Thai thoi ¢ so. Nhing két qua cua
nghién cttu khong chi tai hién sinh dong doi song tinh than va vat
chit cua nguoi Thai ma con khang dinh gia tri nhan vin siu sic, gop
phan bao ton di san vin hoa phi vat thé trong bdi canh hién dai.
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1. Gigi thiéu

Trong nghién cttu qudc té, sir thi dugc hiéu 12 mot thé loai tu su quy mo 16n. Theo Aristotle
[1], str thi 14 tho ca tu Sy dai, ¢ cdt truyén va nhan vat anh hing gin véi nhiing su kién trong dai
ciia cong dong. M. Bakhtin [2] coi sir thi 14 “thé loai ciia qua khtr tuyét d6i”, luén mang tinh
thiéng va tao khoang cach tham my giita ngudi ké va nguoi nghe. O goc nhin cua T chic Gido
duc, Khoa hoc va Vin hoa cua Lién Hop QuoC (UNESCO) [3], sur thi duge xem nhu mét loai
hinh di san van héa phi vét thé, ton tai qua dién xudng truyén khau, gan lién vai bdi canh cong
dong va vai tro cia nghé nhan. O Viét Nam, cac nha nghién ctru nhu Pinh Gia Khanh [4], Chu
Xuén Dién [5], 6 Binh Tri [6] dinh nghia st thi dan gian la thé loai tu sy dai, két hop yéu té van
hoc, lich str va tin ngudng, duge luu truyén qua hinh thuc hat — ké. St thi phan anh qua khir xa
xua, ca ngoi anh hing va dé cao tinh than cong dong. Pic trung ndi bat cua sir thi Viét Nam la
thudng ton tai dudi dang truong ca truyén miéng, mang dam tinh thiéng trong nghi 18 va dong vai
tro nhu mot kho ky tc tap thé, luu gitr phong tuc, luat tuc va tri thirc dan gian cua toc nguoi. Gan
day nhiéu cong trinh khoa hoc d 1am sang rd gia tri cia st thi dudi nhiéu goc nhin khac nhau,
chang han nhu dic diém thé loai [7], phuong thirc bao ton sir thi tir tu liéu hoa dén gitr nguyén
ngir canh dién xudng [8], viéc bao ton sir thi nhu mot hinh thie didn xudng séng trong cong dong
[9], khong gian sir thi [10]... Céac cdng trinh nghién ctru da khang dinh sir thi vira 1a kho tur lidu
van hoa quy gia, vira 1a minh chiing song déng cho sy sang tao va kha ning thich wng cua cac
cong dong dan toc trong tién trinh lich sir va hién dai.

Dbi v6i ngudi Thai ¢ Viet Nam, st thi Am ét giit vi tri quan trong trong doi song van hoa —
tinh than, phan anh hé théng tri thirc dan gian va thé gi¢i quan phong phu. Toan bo st thi gom ba
chuong 16n: Am ¢t luéng (Khai sinh cai l6n), Am ét noi (Khai sinh cai nho) va Khay pac pha (Mo
hong troi). St thi 4m ét khdng chi 1a mot van ban nghé thuat mang mau sic than thoai, ma con Ia
ngUOn sir liéu quy béau gitp phuc dung thé gisi quan, nhén sinh quan va doi sbéng kinh té — xa hoi
thoi ¢6 so ctia ngudi Thai. Qua nhitng md ta sinh dong vé sy hinh thanh vii tru, vai trd cua cac vi
than; thiét ché xa hoi ban muong; phong tuc tap quan va hoat dong san Xuit ndng nghi¢p, tac
pham phan anh mot giai doan phat trién quan trong trong lich st tw duy cua cong ddng nguoi
Thai, noi con nguoi bat dau nhan thuc va ly giai thé gisi tu nhién ciing nhu trat tu x& hoi xung
quanh minh. Am ét 1a str thi dugc sang tac va luu truyén vao dau nhitng nam 1970. Phién ban dau
tién do Ty Vian hoa Thong tin tinh Hoa Binh xuét ban [11]. Pén nay, tac pham da dwoc xuat ban
dué6i dang song ngit, gdm phan chit Thai ¢4 va phan dich tiéng Viét, véi tén goi Am ét — Sir thi
thdn thogi dan tgc Thai Mai Chau, do S& Van héa Thong tin Hoa Binh phdi hop véi Uy ban nhan
dan huyén Mai Chau 4n hanh [12]. Nghién ctu vé sir thi Am ¢ét, hién nay da c6 mot vai nghién
ctiu riéng lé vé cac phuong dién nhu: gisi thiéu vé sir thi [13], so sanh motif (cong thac co san)
cua st thi [14] thé gigi nhan vat caa st thi [15], bude dau tim hiéu doi SOng sinh hoat va phong
tuc tap quan cia nguoi Thai [16]... Cac nghién clru nay c6 ¥ nghia dat nén mong, song chu yeu
dung lai & muac gidi thiéu hoac phan tich mot s6 phwong dién cu thé. Chinh vi vay, con thiéu
nhiing tiép can toan dién dé ly giai chiéu sau van hoa va gia tri nhan van ma Am ét ham chira, dac
biét la trong viéc khang dinh vai tro caa sir thi nhu mot bo phan di san vin hoa phi vat thé.

Ké thira nhitng két qua nghién ctru da co, bai bao nay hudéng téi viéc phan tich va 1am sang to
c4c gia tri c6t 16i ciia Am ét, tap trung vao thé gidi quan, thiét ché xa hoi va doi song kinh té dugc
phan anh trong tac phém. Trén co s& do, nghién ctu khing dinh chidu sau van hoa, déng thoi
nhan manh y nghia ciia Am ét trong viéc bao ton va phat huy gia tri st thi nhu mot thanh té quan
trong cua di san van hoa phi vat thé dan toc Théi trong bdi canh duong dai.

2. Phwong phap nghién ciru

Dé nghién ciu thé gidi quan va doi séng kinh té - x& hoi cia nguoi Thai qua sir thi Am ét, bai
bao ap dung da dang cdc phuong phap nghién ctu. Phuong phap hé thong, phan loai gitip phan
tich va to chuc cac yéu té trong st thi mot cach ¢ hé thdng, tir @6 nhan dién méi quan hé giira
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c4c yéu té van hoa, tin ngudng va x& hoi cua nguoi Thai. Phuong phép phén tich tong hop két
hop phan tich chi tiét cac yéu té trong sir thi va tong hop ching lai dé dua ra cai nhin toan dién vé
thé gi6i quan va doi séng xa hoi cia nguoi Théi. Phuong phap lién nganh két hop kién thuc tir
nhleu nganh khoa hoc nhu nhén hec, Xa hoi hoc, van hoc va ngon ngir hoc, gilp nghién ciru sau
sac cac yéu to van hoa, xa hoi trong str thi. Ap dung céc phuong phép nay giup cung cap cai nhin
toan dién va sau sic vé thé gigi quan va doi sbng ciia ngudi Thai, ddng thoi 1am rd céc gié tri vin
hoa dic trung qua str thi 4m ét.

3. Két qua va ban luan
3.1. Thé gidi quan ciia nguwoi Thai vé vii tru va thé gidi tw nhién

Am ét chira dyng von vin hoa dan gian ciia dan toc, bao gom céc triét ly dan gian, nhitng nhan
thirc gian don v& vil try, nhan sinh quan, thé gi¢i quan. Theo quan niém xua cta ngudi Théi thi vii
tru c6 ba muong chinh: muong Troi; muong Bang; muong Dudi (muong tran gian ha thé) va muong
Lung Linh (muong trong long dat). Nguoi Théai cho rang mdi muong trén déu c6 mot cha muong.
Then Ludng (Then Thau) la then dang lam chu cdi troi, 1am cha muong Troi. Quan niém nay chi
phéi toan by thé giéi tm linh va ¢ thé coi la coi ngudn cua céc nghi thirc, tin ngudng cia nguoi
Thai. O muong Troi, Then 1 ngudi diéu hanh, chi phdi moi hoat dong ¢ vii try, tran gian, Then c6
mot vai tro rat quan trong, né nhu dang “mang trong 16ng nguc minh hoi thé cua than linh”.

Theo sir thi Am ét, khi troi dat con lang nhang, hon mang, Then da cho d6i chim Ong Tén
xudng dé ng thém troi, thém dat, thém nuéc, v.v. Trén mat dat con nguoi chua phat trién, Then
d3 sai Tao Cap, nang Ké xudng muong tran gian dé nghi ra cach lam cho dat thap xudng, troi cao
1én. Khi trai dat con dung dua, Then dem trong cay si téa di khap cac muong lam cho troi viing
chic. Then con c6 quyén phéan xét moi viéc, néu ai khong tu hanh chinh qua thi s& bi day xudng
muong tran gian. Then bit phat khi ngudi nha Troi va ngudi tran gian pham 16i. Then da bét phat
ba anh em Am Y bén anh em con trai nha troi day xuong tran gian. Khi ho chat cay Si, Then da
sai con rong xu0ng chin ¢ duong nudc, sai con hd xudng chan ¢ dudng rimg. Con thinh n cua
Then 1én dinh diém khi ba anh em Am Y bi dé chét. Then sai than Sam, than Sét, than Mua lam
nén nan hong thiy khién cho con ngudi va loai vat bi tiéu diét. Khong ding lai ¢ 6, Then con
lam cho mat dat nang néng, niit né, nan han han xay ra khién cho con ngudi chi biét cau xin, ban
phét. Khi sy séng & muong tran gian hinh thanh, Then di sai Tao Cap — nang Ké xudng mudong
Tran gian mot 1an nita dé sinh san ra con nguoi. Khi con ngudi can tim ra lta, Then da dong y
cho Iira sau nhiéu thir thach tri théng minh cua ba anh em Am ét. Sau muong Troi 1a muong
Béng, mudng Dudi (mudng tran gian), ludn ¢6 méi quan hé chit ch& va bi chi phdi bsi muong
Troi. Day chinh 12 noi mudn lodi vat sinh séng, trong d6 c6 con ngudi cac loai dong vat, sinh
vat, cay co thyc vat. Muong ha giéi la muong vo cung phic tap, vi vay Then Ludng la nguoi
ludn phai tim cach cho ngudi xudng dé sap Xep, cai quan: “Pdt muong Bang khong biét cach xép
sapl Chuong murong Dui khong cach nao cdr dat” [12, tr.547]. ”

Quan niém vé vii try, vé nhan sinh cua ngudi Thai dugc thé hién trong sir thi Am ét vira ngay
tho vira hon nhién. Ho con cho rang hién tuong tu nhién (1 lut, han han) déu do cac vi than tao
ra. Nguyén nhan cua nan han han ciing 1a do Then lam. Khi nan 1a lut xay ra thi chi cé Tao Cap,
nang Ke kip chay vao hang da 1a thoat chét, hai nguoi liy cdy dong thanh bé mang trdi 1énh dénh
trén mat nudc. Then thuong tinh tha mot qua bau I6n cho hai nguoi chui vao d6 &, hai nguoi
ngay ngay van lay tha cho toi chét. Cubi cung, then cling mui long, sai con chim Ong Tén xu0ng
mo Cong cho nuéc chay ngugc 1én muong Troi. Mat dat lai khd can, nhung xac ngudi, Xac sdc
vat théi rira ngap ngua dén tan gbi, tan lung, mui hoi thdi bay dén tan nha troi. Then Troi méi
lam mudi con mit chéi, chin con mit troi chiéu xudng khién cho mat dat niang néng khd. Hau
qua cua han han khién cho con nguoi va loai vat bj tiéu diét: “Ndng xuong nut né lung ba bal
Nang XUOng dong mirt mai rua/ Nang XUOng héo sung hwou nail Nhung ¢ mwong Dudi SUC Vit
chét con xo xdcl Xdc nguoi chét con ngon ngang” [12, tr.552]. Poan tho phan &nh hau qua
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nghiém trong cua nan han hén, khi thién nhién bj thiéu dot dén mic mudng thi khong the séng
sOt, con ngudi cling bi chét chéc hang loat. Hinh anh ba ba, rua, huou nai chet kho cung véi canh
xdc ngudi ngon ngang cho thay su huay diét toan dién cua thién tai, thé hién ndi dau, tang thuong
va su bit lyc cua con nguoi trudc sac manh khic nghiét cua tu nhién. St thi Am ét da phan anh
sitc manh tuyét doi cua than linh va ndi dau tot cling cua con ngudi trudc thién tai.

Ngudi Théi cho rang nan hong thuy xdy ra do sy gian dir cia Then. Then da “ham hyc, soi
suc” trude hanh dong chat Si caa anh em Am Y. Then di sai than Sam, than Sét, thin Mua, Gid
lam mua bac, mua vang, bua tim ludi xudng tran gian dé tri t6i nguoi ha giGi: “Then lam mua to
Xuong muong Duwdi am am/ Lam troi muea dé xuong muwong Bang a0 ao/ Hat mua to bang ci
daul Hat muwa to bang qud gam” [12, tr.556]. Tiép d6, Then lam mua to kéo dai 20 ngay khong
ngét, 30 ngay khong tanh, khién cho moi vét chim trong bién nudc, con ngudi bi tiéu diét. Nan
hong thuy xay ra: “Muea hai mwoi ngay dém khong ngotl Miwa ba mwoi ngay dém khéng tanh/
Nude lii ngdp ngon cay ven suoi/ Nuoc ngdp khap rang doil Nguoi muong Dudi chét troil Trau
bO mdc trén niii da” [12, tr.557]. Poan tho da thé hién quan niém cia nguoi Thai vé thién tai nhu
su trirng phat caa than linh. Nhing hinh anh muwa dam kéo dai, nuéc ngap ddi ndi, nguoi va sic
vat chét troi da tai hién sic manh tan phé cua thién nhién va cam thic bat lyc cia con ngudi. Chi
tiét “co cdy bién thanh con ran, cly ring bién thanh con thudng ludng” cho thiy tri tuong tuong
phong phu va quan niém van vat hiru linh trong tu duy dan gian. Tham hoa ndy cling mang y
nghia biéu twong vé sy hdn mang, thanh loc va khai dau cho mét trat tuw mai, phan anh sau sic
thé gidi quan va tin ngudng cta ngudi Thai.

Co thé thay rang, nguoi Thai da xay dung trong sir thi Am ét mot thé gisi quan phong phd va
dic sic, két hop gitra tu duy than thoai va tri thire dan gian so khai. Cac hién tugng ty nhién dwoc
ly giai bang niém tin vao cac than linh cé sic manh siéu nhién. Cach cam nhan vii try dy vira thé
hién tri twong tugng phong phu, vira phan anh khat vong ché ngu tu nhién va séng hai hoa véi thé
gigi xung quanh cua ngudi Thai. Day la minh chu’ng sinh dong cho tam voc tu duy vii tru luan
ciia mot cong dong cu dan nong nghiép sém cé y thic to chirc xa hoi va tin ngudng van vat hitu
linh. Bang cht y, nhitng quan niém nay khong don I¢, ma c6 su twong ddng véi nhiéu toc nguol
khéc. O ngudi Muong, sir thi Bé ddt dé nwéc ciing bat dau bang hinh anh hdn mang va su xuét
hién cua than linh dé sap dat trat ty vil try, gan vé6i hinh twong cdy vii tru khdng 16. Trong than
thoai Hy Lap, hinh twong Zeus tring phat nhan loai bang tran dai hong thuy cling twong dong Voi
Then dung 1d lut @é thanh loc tran gian. Ngay trong khu vic Pong Nam A, nguoi Lao va Khmer
déu co nhiing than thoai vé 1i lut 16n, coi thién tai 1a su trang phat tur than linh, dng thoi 1a budc
khoi dau cho mot vong doi moi cua vii try. Sy twong dong ay cho thay tu duy v tru luan cua
ngudi Thai trong Am ét vira mang tinh ban dia vira nam trong mau sé chung caa nhiéu cong dong
néng nghlep cd xwa: vii tru dugc hinh thanh tir hdn mang, cac luc luong siéu nhién nim quyén
chi phéi, va thién tai vira I sy tring phat vira 13 sy thanh loc. Day chinh 1a minh chtng cho tri
tuong tugng phong ph, dong thoi phan anh khét vong vira ché ngu vira hoa hop voi tu nhién.
Bang viéc ly giai hién tuong ty nhién thong qua hé thong than linh, nguoi Thai da kién tao mot
thé gioi quan nhét quén, gin ket tu duy than thoai vai kinh nghiém séng néng nghiép, qua do thé
hién chiéu sau van hoa va stic song cia tin ngudng van vat hitu linh.

3.2. Thiét ché x& hgi thug so khai ciia nguwoi Thai

Ngoai viéc gidi thich sy hinh thanh vii try va mu6n loai dang ton tai va sinh s6i nay no trén trai
dat, trong st thi Am ét, ngudi Thai da xay dung hé thdng thiét ché xa hoi ban muong thud so khai.

Bang tri tuong tugng va tu duy so khai, nguoi Thai cho rang Then Ludng (muong Troi) chinh
1a nguoi quyét dinh dén viéc thiét ché x4 hoi ban muong. Nguoi Théi tin rang Then Troi c6 kha
ning kiém soat va diéu khlen van ménh cua moi ngudi, ciing nhu quyét dinh vé céc su kién l6n
trong cudc séng. Khi sy sdng & muong Tran gian bat d¢au hinh thanh va phaét trién tro lai sau nan
hong thiy va nan han han, Then sai Tao Cap — Nang Ké xuéng muong Tran gian thém lan nira.
Nang Ké chira chin thAng méi dé, chura ding trude dé ra ngudi Thai, chira ding sau dé ra nguoi
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X4, chtra & sudn, ngon chan, ngon tay dé ra nhiéu toc nguoi khac, chira ¢ trén dau thi dé ra vua
chda. Ho chia tay nhau “di an” khap cc ban, cic mudng, tir ring ra bién dé sinh séng. Céc dan
toc déu do mot me sinh ra: “Tao Cdp va nang Ké.../ An nam véi nhau bita triea chiéu.../ Nang Ke
méi chiral/ Chira sau lung chira nguoi X&l Chira dang truéc chira nguweoi Thai/ Chira ngon chan
ngon tay chua soc/ Chira bén swon chura lon, chua huwou nai/ Chira trong bung chura chua/ Chua
trén dau chira vua/ Puroc chin thang nang Ké méi dé/ Chia nhau di khdp mwong nghin ban” [12,
tr.567]. Sir thi phan anh tu duy than thoai so khai ctia nguoi Théi vé sy khai nguyén caa con
nguoi va mudn loai. Tao Cip va nang Ké duoc xem 12 cip doi than thanh — t6 tién cuaa loai ngudi
— mang chirc ning sang tao. Viéc “an nam” va “chira d¢” duoc xem nhu hanh vi thiéng, gin lién
v6i nhiém vu sang thé, thé hién rd quan niém sinh thuc khi — rat pho bién trong tin ngudng nong
nghiép co truyen.

Str thi 4m ét cho thay diu méc chuyén bién tir x& hoi nguyén thity sang xa hoi c6 t6 chire. Pay
1a giai doan ngudi Thai bat dau thiét Iap trat tu x4 hoi, phan dinh vi tri, vai trd va chirc ning trong
cong dong. Mot xa hoi co giai tang xuat hién, co ki cwong phép tac tir d6. Then ciing dat tén ban,
tén muong: “Then dat ra/ Bé trén 1a Then lén/ Bén trong Then lon car dat/ Trén troi dat c6
“Then Bdc, Then Bim”/ Then thdp va Then cao/... Cé mwong thi ¢ tao/ C6 kiém phdi c6 nap/
Pat nén ban, thanh mwong tir thue dyl Bdan nghe muwong/ Miwrong nghe tao/ Pat cho co khon co
danl C6 ké trén nguoi dudi/ Pd va da khéng sao” [12, tr.568]. Then Ludng — vi than téi cao —
chinh 14 ngudi dat nén mong cho trat ty x& hoi théng qua viéc phan dinh cip bac nhu “Then
thap”, “Then cao”, thiét Iap vai trd cua cac nhan vat nhu “tao”, “mudng”, “ban”, tir d6 dinh hinh
bo may quan 1y so khai. Quan niém “ban nghe mudng, muong nghe tao” thé hién rd co cau xa
hoi ¢6 ton ti trat ty, giup duy tri su 6n dinh trong cong déng. Ngudi Thai d nhan thic duoc su
can thiét cua phan vai trong xa hdi: c6 nguoi lanh dao, 6 nguoi phuc tung; c6 khon, c6 dai - la
diéu tat yéu cua doi séng con nguoi. CAU “Pd va dd khéng sao” nhu mot an du: néu ai ciing
ngang nhau, khong c6 phan dinh, s& dan dén xung dot. Vi vy, trat tu 1a diéu kién dé duy tri hoa
hop cong déng.

Ddng thoi, sir thi ciing néu bat nhitng quy tic ng xir mang gia tri dao dirc su sic cia nguoi
Thai. Ho d& ra quy tic ang xir gitra con ngudi Vi con ngudi 1a phai doan két, yéu thuong, giup
d& nhau: “Lam ngueoi dya vao nhau, hgi nhau khdng nén/ Gié to bao ldy gié nhé/ Ngwoi sau phdi
nghe nguoi trudcl Rung cay mdéi rop 18/ Chung long lam rugng mdi duwoc com/ Then lam nwéc
cho c6 ca/ Lam rugng cho duoc 10a” [12, tr.568]. Nguoi Thai hiéu rang su hop tac 1a diéu kién dé
ton tai va phat trién, nhit 1a trong moi trudng séng gén lién véi san xuit nong nghi¢p. Ho dé cao
tinh lang nghia x6m, sy doan két va thir bac trong cong ddng. Cau vi “gid to bao lday gié nhé” 1a
hinh anh an du sinh dong thé hién tinh than dum boc, yéu thwong, giup d& 1an nhau — gia tri dao
duc truyén thdng ludn duogc gin gii. Khét vong c6 mét trat tw x& hdi méi, c6 ngudi ding dau cai
quan ving muong la khat vong mang tinh lich st ciia nguoi Thai. D6 1a khat vong duy tri va phat
tricn cong dong, song c6 luat I¢ va co ngudi cam gitt luat 16, Diéu ct 16i dé duy tri thiét ché xa
hoi budi ban so chinh 14 phai doan két, yéu thuong, gitp d& nhau. C6 nhu vay, méi dam bao git
gin an ninh trat tu: yén dat yén muong, khong cé chién tranh, cudp boc. Tir cude SOng nguyén
thiry, con ngudi doi hoi phai ¢ mot xa hoi o trat tu, ¢6 trén cd dudi, co ngudi didu hanh. Mac
di con mang tinh chét so khai, nhung nhiing thiét ché xa hoi duoc thé hién qua st thi Am ét da
danh diu mot budc phét trién quan trong, thé hién tu duy té chuc va 1a ddu mbc khoi dau cho qua
trinh tién hda xa hoi. Viéc xay dung hé thdng trat tw x& hoi, phan dinh cac vai tro, cap bac trong
cong dong, thé hién rd su sang tao va khét vong xay dung mot xa hoi c¢d té chic cia nguoi Thai
thoi xua. Cac quan niém vé phan vai trong cong dong, tir ngudi lanh dao dén ngudi dén, ciing
nhu nhitng quy tic &ng xir dao dirc nhu doan két va gilp d& 1an nhau, dong vai trd quan trong
trong viéc duy tri hoa hop va phat trién cong dong. Mic du con mang tinh so khai, nhiing thiét
ché x& hoi nay da danh dau mot budc chuyén quan trong trong tién trinh phét trién xa hoi cua
ngudi Thai, md dau cho mdt ki nguyén c6 tb churc va trat tw, dong thoi phan anh khat vong duy
tri an ninh va sy 6n dinh trong cong dong.
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Trong buc tranh rong Ion cua cc dan toc thiu s6 Viét Nam, c6 the nhan thiy nhicu diém
tuong dong. Ngudi Muong Véi si thi Pé dat dé nuéc cling khang dinh vai trd cua lang — muwong
trong viéc to chirc x& hoi; ngudi Mong qua truyén Ngn hong thiy nhan manh thiét ché dong ho —
trueong ho; nguoi Tay, Nung chd trong ban — liing — tao cung tin ngudng Then; cac dan toc Tay
Nguyén nhu Edé, Ba Na, Gia Rai lai coi trong budn lang — gia lang. Tat ca déu chung mot khat
vong: xay dung mot cong dong co trat tw, c6 ngudi dimg dau, co luat 16 va chuan myc dao dirc dé
bao dam su cb két. Am ét vira mang tinh pho quat, chia sé mau s chung vai nhiéu cong dong
thiéu s6 Viét Nam, vira thé hién nét dac thu riéng ciia ngudi Thai: nhan manh vai trd Then Luéng
nhu mot “kién triic su x hoi” tdi cao, gin sy hinh thanh thiét ché cong dong vai quyén ning siéu
nhién. Pay 1a minh chung sinh dong cho chiéu siu tu duy vin héa ciia ngudi Thai, noi huyén
thoai va thuc tién cting hoa quyén dé kién tao nén nén tang xa hoi ban muong.

3.3. Hogt dgng kinh té va san xudt ndng nghiép ciia nguwoi Thai

Trong tién trinh lich sir 1au dai, ngudi Thai b da ching to duoc tri tué sang tao, kha ning lao
dong bén bi va tinh than thich tng cao d voi méi truong ty nhién mién nui khac nghiét. Mot
trong nhitng dau méc quan trong nhét ciia ho 1a viéc som biét khai thac va ang dung kim loai vao
san Xuat Str thi Am ét — mot “kho tu liéu” vin hoa dan gian vo gié — da luu gilt nhitng ky wuc tap
thé vé budc chuyen nay. Cau chuyén ba anh em Am'Y bi Then day xuong tran gian, trong hoan
canh noi day u t6i va day hiém nguy, da dam mao hiém lay trom sit va déng tir nha troi, roi nho
thg Muong Bon rén thanh cong cu lao dong, chinh la sy hinh tuong hoa qua trinh con ngudi lam
chu chat liéu méi. Viéc tao ra ludi sat chin nghin mat, by déng bén muoi nghin chiéc khdng chi
phan 4nh trinh d6 ché tac tinh vi, su khéo léo cia cu dan Thai c6 ma con thé hién khat vong ché
ngu tu nhién va chién thing thé luc hoang da. O day, ta thiy rd du hiéu cua mot cudc cach mang
ki thuat: tir lao dong thi cong dua vao gd, d4, con ngudi da budc sang thoi ky kim khi, ma ra
nhitng kha nang mai trong san Xuat va sin bit.

Néu dat trong buc tranh rong Ién hon cua cac toc ngudi Viét Nam, ¢6 the thiy méi dan toc déu
co cach phan anh khac nhau vé budc ngoit nay. Ngudi Viét cd dé lai trong dong Pong Son — san
pham tidu biéu cho trinh d¢ luyén kim dinh cao, nhung tréng dong chu yéu gan véi chic nang nghi
1&, biéu tugng quyén luc va tin ngudng phon thuc. Ngudi Mudng trong Pé dat dé nuéc nhac toi
cdng cu riu nhu mot vat dung mo dét, nhung ¥ nghia thién vé khéi nguyén vii tru hon 13 phuc vu
sinh ké. Nguoi E Dé, Gia Rai & Tay Nguyén ciing sir dung dao, riu sit dé phat nwong lam ray, song
cong cu cua ho thuong mang tinh don 1¢, phuc vu truc tiép ma chwa c6 su phan bé chién lugc.
Trong khi d6, nguoi Théi cho thay mot cach tiép can khac biét: cong cu kim khi duoc phan bd hop
ly theo sinh thai, lu6i dé gidng ¢ sdng, bay dé dat ¢ rung, phan anh kha nang t6 chirc lao dong va su
hiéu biét tuong tan vé modi truong tu nhién. Nhu vay, néu nguoi Viét ¢o nhan manh khia canh nghi
1€ va quyen lye, ngudi Mudng thién vé tinh huyén thoai khoi nguyén, ngudi Tay Nguyen hudng toi
tinh tryc tiép — thyc dung, thi nguoi Théi lai chon cach dung hoa: vira thyc tign vira giau tinh biéu
tuong, vira phan anh kinh nghiém sinh ké vira khang dinh tu duy cong dong.

Bén canh ludi sat va bay dong, sir thi Am ét con khac hoa rd nét hinh anh nhiing chiéc riu —
cong cu thiét yéu trong doi séng cua nguoi Thai cd. Riu khdng chi dugc dung dé chat cay, khai
pha ndi ring ma con mang y nghia biéu tuong SAu Sac: Xxua tan bong t6i, tao lap can bang gita
ngdy va dém, anh sang va bong tbi. Hinh anh “riu luéi sdc deo trén vai” hay “ba muroi chiéc riu
Thai chém phia trude, nam muwoi chiéc riu X& chém phia sau” vira thé hién sy chuan bi chu d4o,
vira khic hoa tinh than doan két cong dong. Pay 1a mot diém khac biét quan trong: trong khi
nguoi Muong coi chiée riu nhu cong cu khoi nguyén dé “dé dat, dé nudc”, hay nguoi Viét xay
dung hinh twong Son Tinh — ¢4 nhan anh hang ding phép thuat dé ché ngy thién nhién, thi nguoi
Thai nhan manh sic manh tap thé. O ho, riu khong con 1 vat dung don 1é hay biéu twong ca
nhan, ma tro thanh biéu tugng cong dong, phan anh quan niém rang cai tao tu nhién l1a sy nghiép
chung, can sic manh va sy phéi hop cia toan muong, toan ban. Pay chinh 1a nén tang xa hoi —
van hoa dé nguoi Thai xay dung co ciu cong dong viing chéc trong qué trinh lich st 1au dai.
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Trong kinh té, nét ndi bat nhat cua nguoi Thai 1a ndng nghiép, dac biét la Ita nudc. Am ét ké
rang Then ban cho dong ang, nguén nude Va tuc Cam ruong de con ngudi ¢6 thé gieo trong, chan
nudi, Vi quan niém “cé nudc mai cb laa, co ca”. Piéu nay gan gii voi tu duy nong nghiép cua
nguoi Vit qua cau tuc ngit “Nhdt nuéc, nhi phan, tam can, ti# giong”, cho thiy nhan thic sém vé
vai trd sng con ciia nudc trong san xuat. Tuy nhién, cach to chirc - thuy loi cua nguoi Thai lai mang
tinh déc thu riéng biét. Trong khi nguoi Khmer ¢ Nam B chu yéu dya vao hé théng kénh rach tu
nhién va mua it Mekong dé trong lGa noi, nguodi Muong & trung du phu thudc vao céc khe sudi nho
va lugng mua, thi nguoi Thai mién ndi sang tao ra hé thong muong — phai — 1ai - lin. Pay la mét
cong trinh thay loi ban dia doc d4o, dan nudc tir khe, sudi vé ruong bac thang, bao dam tudi tiéu on
dinh va thich ng linh hoat vai dia hinh hiém tre. Sang ché nay vira cho thiy kha ning tng dung tri
thirc vao thuc tién, vira phan anh tam véc t6 chirc cong ddng cao, bai viéc xay dung muong — phai

— 1ai — lin doi hoi sy chung stic cua ca ban, cd muong. Nho d6, nguoi Thai khong chi san Xuit duoc
Iia ma con ¢d thé duy tri sinh ké bén vimg trong diéu kién ty nhién khé khan.

Khong dung lai ¢ d6, nguoi Thai con tich liy dwoc kho tang tri thuc quan sat thién nhién
phong phu. Tiéng sim dau mua, méng dang moc, chim Khang Kho, Khang Khody Xuat hién..
déu duoc coi la tin hi¢u ty nhién dé chuan bi nuwong riy, cay bira, sira dao riu. Diém khac biét Ia
tri thic Ay khong chi ton tai dudi dang tuc ngir roi rac nhu & nguoi Viét (vi du: “Thang bay kién
bo, chi lo lai lut”) hay kinh nghiém thuc hanh cia nguoi E Pé, Ba Na khi quan sat hoa ring,
tiéng con trung, ma dwoc hé thong héa thanh ngdn ngit sir thi trong Am ét. Diéu nay gitp cho
kinh nghiém san xuat ciia ngudi Thai vira c6 tinh thyc tién, vira ¢6 chiéu sau van hoa, dugc luu
truyén qua nhiéu thé he bang hinh thirc ngh¢ thuat, mang lai sac séng lau dai va bén virng.

Qua tit ca nhitng phan tich trén, co thé thay lao dong san xuat ciia ngudi Théi khdng chi mang
tinh kinh té thuan ty ma con gan lién voi thé gidi quan, tin ngudng va van héa cong ddng. Néu
ngudi Viét va Mudng gan san xuat véi nghi 1& ndng nghiép va tin ngudng phon thuc, nguoi
Khmer coi san xuat nhu mot phan trong 18 hoi nudc ton vinh than Naga, con cac toc Tay Nguyén
nhu E Dé, Ba Na hoa quyén lao dong vai I hoi cong chiéng va ruou can, thi ngudi Thai da ning
toan bo qua trinh san xuat thanh mat chinh thé sir thi. Trong chinh thé 4y, cong cu kim khi, kinh
nghiém thay loi, tri thirc mUa vu va niém tin than linh hda quyén vao nhau, tao nén mét ban sic
dic tha. Chinh sy hoa tron nay da lam cho hoat dong san xuit cua ngudi Thai vira mang tinh thuc
dung, vira giau chiéu sau tinh than; vira dap tmng nhu cau sinh ké, vira khang dinh khat vong lam
chu ty nhién va s phan. So vai céc toc nguoi khac, ngudi Théi ndi bat ¢ kha niang t6 chirc cong
ddng, ¢ tu duy chién luoc trong phan bd cong cu, & sang ché thay loi ban dia doc dao va & cach
hé théng hoa tri thirc san xuat thanh ngdn ngit su thi. Day la nhimng nét dac trung da khang dinh
vi thé riéng ciia nguoi Théi trong birc tranh da sic mau cia vin hoa nong nghlep Viét Nam, gop
phan lam giau thém cho kho tang van héa dan toc va phan anh ro diu 4n séng tao cua mot cong
ddng cu dan mién ndi trong tién trinh lich sir.

4. Két luan

Str thi Am ét khong chi 1a mot tic pham van hoc dan gian mang dam mau sic than thoai, ma
con la mot kho tu lidu quy gia phan anh thé giéi quan, nhan sinh quan va doi séng kinh té — xa
hoi cia ngudi Thai trong budi binh minh ciia lich st dan toc. Qua hanh trinh kham phd vil try, t6
chirc xa hoi ban mudng, hoat dong san xuat nong nghiép, Am ét da khic hoa mot cach sinh dong
va cu thé tri tuong tuong phong phu cung von tri thuc dan gian cua cong ddng ngudi Théi. Tac
pham khéng chi cung cap cai nhin toan dién vé cach nguoi Thai Ii giai thé gidi tw nhién, thiét lap
trat tu xa hoi va ang xu trong cong dong, ma con phan anh khét vong vuon 1én, chinh phuc thién
nhién va xay dung cudc SOng hai hoa vai vii tru. Chinh tur trong nhiing biéu hién van hoa nguyén
s0 4y, nguoi doc hom nay co the nhan dién duoc nhirng gié tri nhan van sau séc, tinh than cb két
cong dong, ciing nhur 16i sdng gan bé mat thiét vai thién nhién ctia nguoi Théi. Viéc nghién ciu
Am ¢t khong chi c6 gia tri khoa hoc, ma con mang y nghia thyc tién to 16n trong cong cuoc bao
tdn va phat huy di san van héa phi vat thé. Trong bdi canh hoi nhap va toan cau héa, st thi Am ét
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trg thanh bang chang sinh dong cho ban sic vian hoa dan toc Théi, gop phan Iam phong phu thém
ban d0 vin héa da dang cua cac dan toc Viét Nam, dong thoi dat ra yéu cau cap thiét trong viéc
gin gitr va truyén day cac gia tri truyén thong cho cac thé hé mai sau.
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