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This article examines the role of cinema in the process of cultural
modernization in Vietnam from the late nineteenth to the early twentieth
century, aiming to clarify that cinema functioned both as an instrument
serving the French colonial “civilizing mission” and as a space for
cultural reception and creativity within indigenous society. The study
focuses on analyzing how cinema was organized and controlled under
colonial cultural policies, as well as how Vietnamese people received and
transformed this new artistic medium. The research applies a historical
method combined with an interdisciplinary approach integrating history,
cultural studies, and sociology, while employing discourse analysis based
on archival materials, contemporary newspapers, and related scholarly
works. The findings show that cinema quickly became an important
urban cultural institution, with a rapidly expanding theater system
reaching approximately 51 cinemas in 1932 and nearly 60 cinemas by
1939, contributing to the formation of urban aesthetics and modern
lifestyles. At the same time, Vietnamese society actively localized
cinema by incorporating traditional cultural elements and national
discourse into artistic creation. The study concludes that cultural
modernization through cinema was a bidirectional process shaped by the
interaction between colonial power and the adaptive and creative
capacities of Vietnamese society.
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Bai b&o nghién curu vai trd cua dién anh trong qué trinh hién dai hoa van
hoa Viét Nam tir cudi thé ky XIX dén dau thé ky XX, nham lam rd dién
anh vira 1a cong cu phuc vu chién luge “khai héa van minh” cua thuc
dan Phép vira la khong gian tiép nhan va sang tao vin héa cia xa hoi
ban dia. Nghién ciu tap trung phan tich cach dién anh dwoc té chuec,
kiém soat trong chinh sach vin héa thudc dia va qué trinh nguoi Viét
tiép nhan, cai bién loai hinh nghé thuat moi nay. Bai viét s dung
phuong phép lich sir két hop tiép can lién nganh giira lich su, van hoa
hoc va xa hoi hoc, dong thoi van dung phan tich didn ngdn dya trén tu
liéu luu trit, bao chi duong thoi va cac cong trinh nghién cau lién quan.
Két qua cho thay dién anh nhanh chéng trg thanh thiét ché van hoéa do
thi quan trong véi hé thdng rap chiéu phat trién manh, dat khoang 51 rap
nam 1932 va gan 60 rap nam 1939, gop phan hinh thanh thim my thi
dan va 16i sbng hién dai. Bong thoi, xd hoi Viét Nam da chi dong Viét
hoa dién anh thong qua viéc dua yéu té van hoa truyén théng va dién
ngbn dan toc vao sang tao nghé thuat. Nghién ciru khing dinh hién dai
hoa vin hoa qua dién anh 1a qua trinh trong tac hai chidu gitra quyén luc
thudc dia va nang lyc thich nghi sang tao cua xa hoi Viét Nam.
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1. Gisi thigu

Thoi ky Dong Duong thudc Phap danh dau sy du nhap manh mé cia vian hoa phuong Tay vio
Viét Nam, tao nén nhitng va cham siu sic vai truyén théng ban dia, trong bdi canh do, dién anh -
mot san pham tiéu biéu cua van minh cong nghiép phuong Tay da ra doi cudi thé ky XIX, nhanh
chong duge dua vao Dong Duong [1, tr. 25]. Khdng chi don thuan 1a mét hinh thac giai tri mai,
dién anh dwoc nha cam quyén thudc dia sir dung nhu mot céng cu tuyén truyén hixu hiéu trong
chinh sach “khai hoa vin minh”, nhdm kién tao va cang ¢ hinh anh vé mét nuéc Phép hién dai,
tién bo, co sir ménh “khai sang” cac dan toc [2], [3]. Théng qua nhiing bd phim thoi su, phim tai
liéu va phim truyén nhap khau tir chinh quédc, thuc dan Phap timg budc ap dat mot hé hinh dién
ngon, trong d6 van minh phuong Tay dugc dat & vi tri trung tdm, con xa hoi ban dia bi nhin nhan
nhu lac hau va can duoc cai hda [4]. Vi vdy, dién anh duoc xem la mot thanh tb caa quyén lec mém
ctia dé qudc nham phuc vu truc tiép cho muc tiéu chinh tri va tu twéng ciia cha nghia thyuc dan.

Tuy nhién, dién anh ciing gop phan dinh hinh nhitng chuan myc méi vé thim my, 16i song d6 thi,
nhip diéu thoi gian va céch nhin thé gioi [5]. Bién anh dd mé ra mot khong gian tiép xtc van hoa
Dong — Tay chua tiing ¢ trong lich st Vigt Nam. Lan dau tién, cong chiing Viét Nam duoc tiép can
mot phuong thirc ké chuyén hoan toan méi nhu ké chuyén bang hinh anh dong, dya trén ngdn ngix
thi giac, nhip diéu dung phim va k§ thuat quay hién dai, nhitng yéu té vén xa la voi tu duy truyén
thng néng nghiép — lang xa [6]. Do do, dién anh da kich thich s van dong cua y thirc xa hoi, tao
nén nhirng rung chuyen ban dau trong cam quan tham my va cach nhin thé gioi cua nguoi Viét [7].

Chinh tai diém giao thoa ddy mau thuin nay, qua trinh tiép nhan va “Viét hoa” dién anh da
didn ra mot cach am tham nhung bén bi. Pang chi ¥, ngudi Viét khdng tiép thu dién anh mot
cach thu dong ma tréi lai, ho timg budc tai dién giai, chon loc va cai bién hinh thirc nghé thuat
mMai nay dé phu hop véi tam Iy, thi hiéu va béi canh x& hoi ban dia [8]. Tir viéc tham gia san xut,
biéu dién, dén nd luc xay dung nhing bd phim mang dé tai, nhan vat va cam xtc vé Viét Nam,
dién anh dan thoat khoi vai tro doc quyén cua bo may thuoc dia dé tré thanh mot phuong tién
biéu dat doi séng x& hoi va khat vong dan toc [9]. Qua trinh Viét hoa ay cho thay dién anh khong
chi 1a san pham ngoai lai bi ap dat, ma con la mot khong gian thuong luong van hoa, noi ngudi
Viét timg budce gianh lai quyén ké cau chuyén caa chinh minh.

Tir goc nhin nay, bai bao cho rang qué trinh hién dai hoa vian hoa théng qua dién anh o Viét
Nam vao cudi thé ki XIX — dau thé ki XX dién ra trong su dan xen giita hai yéu t6: mot mat chiu
su chi phdi cua quyén luc thudce dia, mit khac duoc dinh hinh bai kha ning thich nghi va sang tao
cua xa hoi ban dia. Theo d6, dién anh khong chi gép phan lan toa céc gia tri cua doi séng hién dai
nhu tinh ca nhan, tinh d6 thi va nhitng cam quan thi giac ma&i, ma con trg thanh phwong tién dé
nguoi Viét timg budc khing dinh vai trd chi thé van hoa ciia minh trong mot khong gian vén
mang tinh 4p dat.

Thuyc té, van dé dién anh thoi thude dia da duoc cac hoc gia qudc té va trong nudc nghién ciru.
Nhiéu cong trinh coi dién anh nhu mot cdng cu cua chi nghia thuc dan, dong thoi chi ra tinh hai
mit khi vira phuc vu muc tiéu thdng tri, vira mé ra kha ning hinh thanh nhiing y thic va ban sic
van héa méi trong cac xa hoi thude dia [2], [4]. Tai Viét Nam, cac cong trinh nghién ctu vé dién
anh phan Ion tlep can tur goc do lich su hinh thanh va phat trién nganh cung cip ngudn tu liu
quan trong vé su du nhap, t6 chic va kiém soat dién anh trong bdi canh Phap thugc. Pién anh
duoc du nhap vao Viét Nam thoi thude dia vira nhu mot hinh thie giai tri vira 1a cdng cu truyén bé
C4c gi4 tri van minh phuong Tay; dong thoi ngudi Viét ciing som tham gia vao hoat dong dién
anh, dat nén tang cho su hinh thanh cua dién anh ban dia [9]. Trén co s& d6, dién anh dan tro thanh
mot phuong tién gép phan kién tao hinh anh vin héa va cac dién ngon vé ban sic dan toc thong
qua viéc tai hién khong gian va doi séng xa hoi Viét Nam [10]. Khéng chi dung lai & chirc ning
biéu dat van hoa, dién anh con cho thay kha ning tai ciu trac va thwong mai hda cac hinh anh vin
hoa trong bi canh xa hoi hién dai va qua trinh toan cau hda [11]. O chiéu sau tu tuéng, cac didn
ngdn vé “hién dai” trong thoi ky thudc dia ciing da tao co s¢ nhan thirc cho sy tiép nhan cac loai
hinh vin hoéa méi nhu dién anh [12]. Pt trong bi canh x& hoi cu thé, sy phét trién cua céc khong
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gian d6 thi thoi thude dia da gop phan tao méi trudng thuan loi cho sy xuat hién va phat trién cia
cac hoat dong dién anh tai Viét Nam [13]. Thong qua viéc phan tich su hinh thanh cua cac khu
nghi dudng mién nti do nguoi Phap xay dung, tac gia cho thdy qué trinh mé rong cia cac khong
gian d6 thi va giai tri kiéu phuong Tay tai Viét Nam. Nhitng khong gian nay khong chi phan anh
chién luge van hoa cua chinh quyén thuc dan ma con tao diéu kién cho su lan toa cua cac hinh
thirc sinh hoat vin hoa méi nhu rap chiéu phim, nha hat va cac hoat dong giai tri hién dai.

Tuy nhién, cac nghién ctru trudc day chi yéu mo ta qua trinh du nhap va thiét ché dién anh,
chua xem xét day du dién anh nhu mot thuc hanh van hoa gin vai bién doi xa hoi va sy tiép bién
ctia ngudi Viét. Tur do, bai viét tiép can dién anh nhu mot ling kinh dé nhin nhan qua trinh hién
dai héa van hoa dau thé ky XX, qua muc dich truyén ba cua chinh quyén thuc dan, su tiép nhan
va “Viét hoa” cua nguoi Viét, cling nhu nhitng chuyén bién x4 hoi lién quan. Qua d6 cho thay
hién dai hoa van hoa thoi thuoc dia la mot qué trinh vira mang tinh ap dat, vira chira dung kha
nang thich ung tu bén trong xa hoi Viét Nam.

2. Phuong phap nghién ciru

Bai bé4o st dung phuong phép lich sir két hop véi phan tich lién nganh giira lich st, van hoa
va xa hoi hoc. Trén co so khao ciu cac ngudn tu liéu luu trit, vin ban duong thoi va cac cong
trinh nghién ciru lién quan, bai viét phan tich dién anh nhu mot thyc hanh vin héa trong bdi canh
thudc dia. Phuong phap phén tich dién ngdn dwoc van dung nham lam rd méi quan hé giira dién
anh, quyén lyc thuc dan va tién trinh hién dai hoa van hoa. Bong thoi, cach tiép can lich dai cho
phép nhan dién nhitng bién doi trong tiép nhan va Viét hoa dién anh cua xa hoi Viét Nam tir cudi
thé ky XIX dén dau thé ky XX.

3. Két qua va ban luan
3.1. Pign anh trong chién lwge “Khai héa vin minh” ciia thuc dan Phap ¢ Vigt Nam

Cudbi thé ki XIX, cuing véi qua trinh xam luoc va thiét 1ap nén thdng tri tai Viét Nam, thuc dan
Phap di sir dung dién anh nhu mot ¢ong cu van héa nham phuc vu chién luoc “khai hoéa vin
minh” (mission civilisatrice) va truyén béa cac gia tri phuong Tay vao xa hoi ban dia. Trong tu
duy cai tri thuoc dia cua Phap, van hoa khong phai Ia mot linh vuc trung tinh ma la mét bo phan
cua quyen luc, gop phan tao ra su chdp nhan vé mit tinh than ddi véi ché do thdng tri [3], [14].
Trong bdi canh d6, dién anh dugc lya chon nho kha nang két hop cac chuc nang tuyén truyen
gido duc va dinh hudng nhan thac xa hoi [2]. Ngay tur giai doan dau, dién anh da mang dau 4n rd
rét cua tu twong thuc dan, thé hién qua viéc phd bién cac bo phim gioi thiéu doi song do thi chau
Au, thanh tyu khoa hoc — k¥ thuat va hinh anh Pong Duong dudi goc nhin “trat tu — 6n dinh —
tién bo”, qua d6 gop phan kién tao hinh anh nudc Phap nhu mét trung tim van minh va hop thirc
hoéa su hlen dién cua Phap tai DBoéng Duong [1], [5].

Bén canh chirc nang tuyén truyen dién anh thoi thuge dia con la cong cu phuc vu chién luoc
gi4o duc va “hién dai hda c6 kiém soat” cuia chinh quyén Phap. Thong qua hé théng rap chiéu va
md hinh xem phim phuong Tay, dién anh gép phan hinh thanh 16i séng d6 thi, ky luat thoi gian
va thi hiéu thim m§ méi cho cong ching ban xi [9]. Do d6, dién anh khdng chi 1a phwong tién
giai tri ma con la cong cu quyén luc vin hoa, gop phan dinh hudng 16i song va cach tham gia doi
song xa hoi cua nguoi Viét theo Chuan muc phuong Tay [15]. Tuy nhién, viéc truyén ba dién anh
khong dién ra mot cach ty phat, ma gan lién véi chinh sach quan Iy va kiém soét chat ché cua nha
nude théng qua cac quy dinh lién quan dén nhap khau, luu hanh va trinh chiéu phim. Moi b
phim cong chiéu déu phai qua khau kiém duyét nham loai bo nhiing noi dung bi cho la “gay roi
trat ty”, “kich dong tu twong chong 601 hodc di nguoc lai hinh anh ma chinh quyén mudén xay
dung [2]. Theo Pierre Autré, chinh quyén Phap di quy hoach dién anh nhu mot nganh hanh chinh
— chinh tri [16, tr.164-165]. Theo d6, toan bd hé théng rap chiéu phim & Pong Duong dugc kiém
soat boi hai cong ty doc quyén - Société des Ciné-Théatres d’Indochine tai Ha Noi va Indochine
Films et Cinémas tai Sai Gon - hoat dong dudi su gidm sat caa chinh quyén bao ho.
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Nhu vay, c6 thé khang dinh rang viéc Phép truyén bé dién anh vao Pong Duong 1a mot cha truong
¢6 tinh chinh sach, xuét phat tir tu tuong khai hda va nhu cau cang cd trat tu thude dia. Bién anh duoc
sir dung nhu mot cong cu da chirc nang: vira tuyén truyén cho tinh chinh danh ciia ché d¢ thuc dan,
vira gido duc thi dan theo mé hinh van minh Phap, dong thoi nam trong hé théng kiém soét tu tuong
chat ch& cua chinh quyen [3], [14]. Chinh su két hop giita tur tudng khai hoa va co ché quan ly cu thé
d3 khién dién anh tré thanh mot bo phan hitu co ctia chinh sach vin hoa thude dia, chir khong don
thuan 1a mot san pham giai tri du nhap vao xa hoi Viét Nam cudi thé ki XIX - dau thé ky XX.

3.2. Sw phét trién ciia dién danh ¢ Vigt Nam tir cudi thé ki X1X dén ddu thé ki XX

Ngay 28 thang 4 nam 1899 dugc xem 1a mdc danh dau sy hién dién chinh thic caa dién anh
tai Viét Nam, khi Gabriel Veyre — hoc trd cia anh em Lumiére — t6 chirc budi chiéu phim cong
khai dau tién tai Ha Noi [6]. Sau d6, vao cudi thé ky XIX — dau thé ky XX, cac budi chiéu phim
tiép tuc xuat hién tai Ha Noi va Sai Gon, cha yéu do nguoi Phap té chic trong cac hoi chg, dau
x40 va khdng gian giai tri tam thoi, phuc vu cong dong ngudi Phap va mot bo phan nho tri thirc
ban x@r. Giai doan nay cho thdy dién anh van mang tinh luu dong va trinh dién, chua tro thanh
mot thiét ché vin hoa on dinh [5]. Budc ngoat quan trong dién ra ngay 10 thang 8 nam 1920, khi
rap Pathé dugc xay dung tai Ha Noi boi Aste, danh dau sy chuyén doi tir hoat dong chiéu phim
thir nghiém sang kinh doanh rap chiéu cé dinh [15]. Clng véi @0, cac rap nhu Eden, Casino va
Modern & Sai Gon da gop phan hinh thanh khéng gian giai tri méi cho tang 16p thi dan. Theo tu
liéu bdo Chantecler (1933-1939) [17] va Mise en ligne (2016) [18], rap Majestic duoc xay dung
trén dai 16 Pong Khanh (nay 1a Trang Tién), do Société des Cinémas d’Indochine quan ly, thiét
ké theo phong cach Art Deco, c6 sic chira khoang 1.200 khén gia va trang bi hé thdng chiéu
phim c¢6 am thanh ddng bo. Toan bo vat liéu xay dung déu nhap tir Phap, nhu gach cua Tuileries
de I’Indochine va vat lidu cach nhiét Celotex ciia Descours et Cabaud, cho thdy mirc d6 dau tu k¥
thuat dang ké. Bén canh do6, cac rap chiéu ciing chiu sy quan ly nghiém ngat vé ki thuat va an
toan. Trong cudc kiém tra rap Cinéma Tonkinois nim 1935, co quan chic ning di yéu cau bd
sung céc tiéu chuan vé phong chay chira chay, budng chiéu, théng gio, 15i thoat hiém va chiéu
sang khan cap. Nhitng quy dinh nhu ting sé Iuong binh chita chay, sir dung vat liéu khdng chay
va cam hat thude phan anh viéc chinh quyén thude dia p dung cac tiéu chuan ky thuat chat chg,
dic biét do nguy co chay nd tir phim nitrate va vat liéu d& chay thoi ky dau [19].

Sau khi rap Pathé dugc xay dung, hé thong rap chiéu phim tai Viét Nam da phat trién nhanh
chéng cling véi qua trinh d6 thi hoa thoi thude dia. Viéc thanh lap Hiép hoi Phim va Chiéu bong
Poéng Duong (Société Indochine Films et Cinéma) nam 1923 cho thay dién anh da budc dau tro
thanh mot nganh kinh doanh va thiét ché vian hoa mang tinh chuyén nghiép. Dén nim 1932, toan
Viét Nam c6 khoang 51 rap chiéu phim, gém 27 rap ¢ Bic Ky, 11 rap & Trung Ky va 13 rap &
Nam Ky, phan b chu yéu tai c4c trung tdm hanh chinh va thwong mai [14, tr.232]. C4c rap l6n tap
trung & Ha Noi va Sai Gon - Cho Lén, thudng dugc xay dung theo kién trac nha hat phuong Tay,
c6 strc chura tir 800 dén 1.200 chd ngdi, trang bi may chiéu va hé thdng &m thanh hién dai nhap tir
Phap. Bén canh d6, cac rap quy mé trung binh (khoang 400-700 chd) xuét hién tai nhitng d6 thi
cép ving nhu Hai Phong, Nam Binh, Vinh, Hué va Da Néng, noi tap trung hoat dong thuong mai,
gido duc va bé may hanh chinh thudc dia. Ngoai ra, nhiéu rap quy mé nhé hon (khoang 200-400
chd) dugc ma tai c4c tinh ly va d6 thi dang phat trién nhu My Tho, Can Tho, Long Xuyén, Quy
Nhon hoic Nha Trang, phuc vu cu dan dja phuong va ting 16p tiéu tu san méi hinh thanh [20]. Su
phén tang vé quy md rap phan &nh rd cau trac d6 thi thudc dia, trong d6 dién anh lan toa tur hai
trung tdm 16n ra cac thanh phd cang, roi dén céc tinh ly khu vic. Bén nam 1939, tong sb rap trén
toan quéc tang 1én khoang 60 rap [9, tr.3], cho thiy dién anh di tré thanh mét loai hinh giai tri phd
bién, gan chat véi qué trinh hién dai hoa doi séng d6 thi Viét Nam trude nam 1945.

bang chu y, hé thdng rap Chiéu tai Viét Nam thoi ky dau chi yéu thudc s¢ hitu cua nguoi
Phap va Hoa kiéu, trong khi nguon phim phan 16n dugc nhap khau tir Phap, My va Hong Kong.
Noi dung cac bo phim nay thuong dé cao hinh anh con ngudi chau Au, cc gié tri van minh va
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tinh than kham phé thudc dia, tiéu biéu nhu L’ Atlantide (1921), qua d6 gop phan truyén tai hé gia
tri va tuong tuong thude dia téi cong chimg d6 thi Viét Nam [21]. Théng qua cac hinh anh vé
khoa hoc, ky thuat va thé gigi hién dai, dién anh khéng chi mang tinh giai tri ma con gép phan
dinh hinh y thie thi dan ban dia, tao nén tam thé vira ngudng mo vira y thirc vé khoang cach phat
trién gitra xa hoi ban dia va phuong Tay.

Bén canh d6, chinh quyén thuc déin ciing thiét 1ap mot co ché kiém duyét dién anh chat ché
nham Kiém soat ndi dung van hoa duoc phd bién. Vi dy, theo mét van ban hanh chinh gui cho
Coéng st Bic Ki ngay 30 thang 9 nam 1937, bo phim La Porte du Large da dugc phép trinh chiéu
tai rap Philharmonique ¢ Ha Noi sau khi dugc Uy ban Klem soat phim tai Ha Noi cap gidy phép
trinh chiéu cong cong ngay 26 thang 3 nam 1937 véi so dang ky 9678. Quy trinh nay cho thay
viéc chiéu phim phai trai qua cac thu tuc tham dinh, cap phép va giam sat hanh chinh chat chg,
dong thoi phan anh sy kiém soét cua chinh quyén d6 thi doi véi hoat dong dién anh [22]. Qua d6
c6 thé thay dién anh khdng chi 1a phuong tién giai tri ma con la mot linh vue van hoa nam trong
chién Iuoc quan 1y tu twéng cua chinh quyén thuc dan.

Ngay tir dau thé ky XX, dién anh du nhap vao Viét Nam khong chi véi tu cach mot hinh thic
giai tri méi mé, ma con nhu mot “cong nghé thi giac” phuc vu cho du an chinh tri cta thuc dan
Phap. Trong céc rap chiéu phim ¢ Ha Noi, Hai Phong, Sai Gon hay Nam Dinh, khan gia khong chi
thuong thire cac b phim hai, phim tinh cam, hay phim phiéu luu ctia Phép va My, ma con thudng
xuyén duoc tiép xic véi cac bo phim tu liéu, phong su thoi su, va phim tuyén truyén do chinh
quyén thudc dia nhap khau hoic san xuét tai chd. Tiéu biéu nhu loat phim thoi su Actualités
francaises ghi lai cac su kién chinh tri va hoat dong cua chinh quyén nham quang ba hinh anh trat
tu va su phét trién ciia Pong Duong dudi ché do thude dia [23]. Theo nha nghién ciu Lé Thanh
[15], cac budi chiéu thuong dugc cau trdc theo dang “chwong trinh tong hop”: trudc tién 1a phim
phong su vé 18 hoi, canh quan hoac cong trinh cong cong & Pong Duong; tiép theo 1a phim thoi su
ghi lai hoat dong cuia chinh quyén; sau cling méi dén phim truyén dai mang tinh giai tri.

Nhitng bo phim phong su va tu liéu nay khong phai ngau nhién ma duoc lya chon. Phim tai
liéu thudc dia thuong tap trung vao cac hinh anh cau dudng, trudng hoc, bénh vién hay canh quan
do6 thi méi ¢ Ha No6i va Sai Gon, nhu bd phim Indochine, perle de I’Extréme-Orient (“Dong
Duong - vién ngoc Vién Pong™), gidi thiéu cac cong trinh ha tang va doi sdng d6 thi nham khéc
hoa hinh anh mét thudc dia dang dugc “hién dai hoa” dudi sy cai tri cia Phap. Chung duoc st
dung nhu bang ching truc quan cho luan diéu vé “thanh qua khai hoa”. Bo phim nay 1a mot phan
trong chién dich quang ba hinh anh thugc dia, duoc to Chantecler ghi nhan nhu mot nd luc cua
chinh quyén nhiam minh ching cho ‘st ménh khai héa' tai Vién Dong [24]. Pong thoi, thong qua
viéc ghi lai cac nghi 1& chinh tri va hoat dong hanh chinh, dong phim nay gép phan xay dung
trong nhan thic cbng chidng hinh anh mot bo may cai tri vira van minh vira cé tinh chinh danh.

Song song Véi dé, cac rap phim ciing nhap khau mot s6 lwong Ion phim truyén giai tri tir
Phap, M§ va Hong Kong. Tiéu biéu nhu Tarzan the Ape Man (My, 1932), cing véi cac phim v
hiép Quang Dong ndi tleng nhu The Burning of the Red Lotus Temple (Hong Kong, 1928), gop
phan lam phong phii doi séng giai tri dién anh tai cac d6 thi Viét Nam thoi ky nay. Tuy nhién,
trong khi cac bo phim giai tri tao ra sirc hit thuong mai va khang dinh vi thé “thé gisi hién dai”,
thi nhitng phim tu liéu - tuyén truyén lai am tham gieo vao tam tri khan gia mot dién ngén chinh
tri V@ trat tu thuoc dia.

Dién anh thoi thude dia khdng chi 1a phuong tién giai tri ma con la mot cong cu tuyén truyén
van hoa nham khang dinh tinh wu viét cta van minh phuong Tay va hop thirc hoa vai tro “khai
hoa” cua Phap tai Pong Duong. Thong qua hé thong kiém duyét chat ché, cac bo phim c6 noi
dung phan khang hoac mang yéu t6 dan toc chi nghia déu bi han ché, trong khi nhiing téc pham
dé cao sy tién bo cua phuong Tay va khic hoa phuong Dong lac hau lai dugc wu tién pho bién.
Qua d6, dién anh gop phan hinh thanh mét “chién lugc hinh dnh” mang tinh thugc dia, trong d6 xa
hoi Viét Nam dugc tai hién qua lang kinh phuong Téy, dong thoi timg bude dinh hinh nhan thrc,
thi hiéu va cach nhin ciia khén gia vé trat ty vin minh theo quan diém caa chinh quyén thuc dan.
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Bén canh chic ning gidi tri, dién anh con duoc sir dung nhu mot phuong tién “trinh dién” tinh
hop phép cua ché do thuc dan. Trong nhiéu budi chiéu, cac phim thoi sy vé cong trinh xay dung
hay canh hoc sinh ban xi hoc trong truong Phap — Viét thuong duoc chiéu trudc phim chinh
nham nhan manh vai tro “khai hoa” ctia Phap, qua d6 bién dién anh thanh mot “giao trinh truc
quan” phuc vu tuyén truyén quyén luc thudc dia. Ban dau, khan gia chu yéu 1a ngudi Phap va
Hoa kiéu, nhung tir thap nién 1930, nguoi Viét — dac biét 1a tang 16p tri thic va céng chic — ciing
dan hinh thanh théi quen dén rap. Trén cac bao Phong Hoa va Pong Duong Tap Chi, dién anh
khdng chi dugc xem la hinh thuc giai tri ma con dugc ban ludn nhu mét hién tugng van hoa:
Phong Ho6a nhan manh gia tri biéu dat hinh anh caa phim cam [25], trong khi Péng Dwong Tap
Chi dé cao vai trd mo rong tri thac va truyén ba tu tuong méi cua dién anh [26]. Piéu nay cho
thdy dién anh da gop phan hinh thanh mot khong gian vian hoa — cong cong méi va tham gia vao
qua trinh dinh hinh con nguoi d6 thi hién dai, dU van nam trong khudn kho kiém soét cua chinh
quyén thudc dia.

3.3. Tdc dpng ciia dién anh d@én x& hgi Vigt Nam cudi thé ki XIX ddu thé ki XX

Mic du dién anh duoc du nhap vao Viét Nam duéi su kiém sodt chit ché caa chinh quyén thuc
dan Phap, tir thap nién 1920-1930, ngudi Viét da bit ddu tham gia vao linh vuc ndy, ban dau cha
yéu trong cac hoat dong nhur 1am chu rap chiéu, to chic chiéu bong Iuu dong, quang bé va dich
phim [15]. Nhimg tu liéu hanh chinh thugc dia tir thap nién 1920 cho thdy su hién dién ngay cang
rd nét cua nguoi Viét trong linh vuc di¢n anh, khong chi ¢ cép do tiép nhan ma con trong vai tro t6
chac va van hanh. Cac truong hop nhu ba Nguyén Thi Chan xin dang ky nhap khau phim [27],
6ng Pham Vin Hinh dé nghi t6 chac chiéu bong luu dong [28], hay 6ng DS Pang Loc xin phép
ma rap tai Nam Dinh cho thiy nguoi Viét da tham gia vao nhidu khau khéc nhau cua hoat dong
dién anh, tir luu thong phim, t6 chirc trinh chiéu dén quan ly khdng gian chiéu bong [29]. Pang
cha'y, cac hd so lién quan dén kiém tra vé sinh, an toan va tham dinh k¥ thuat cho thay ho khong
chi diing tén kinh doanh ma con truc tiép tuong tac voi bd may hanh chinh thudc dia, qua d6 tham
gia vao chinh qua trinh thiét 1ap va van hanh cac chuan muc ddi voi dién anh.

Su tham gia nay dién ra trong khudn kho kiém soat chat ché caa chinh quyén thuc dan, tir quy
trinh cip phép dén kiém duyét noi dung va tiéu chuan ki thuat. Tuy nhién, thay vi chi bi chi phoi
mot cach thu dong, nguoi Viét da thé hién kha ning thich (mg va khai thac nhiing khoang khong
trong hé thong o6 dé ma rong vai trd cia minh. Vi vdy, dién anh trong béi canh thudc dia khong
chi 1a phuong tién truyén ba vin héa tir chinh qudc, ma con tr thanh mot khong gian noi cac tac
nhan ban dja timg budc can du, thwong luong va dinh hinh, dit nén tang cho sy hinh thanh cua
mot doi song dién anh mang tinh ban dia.

Dén gitra thap nién 1930, mot s6 co s dién anh do ngudi Viét diéu hanh da xuat hién, khong
chi hoat dong trong linh vuc nhap khau va phat hanh phim ma con budc dau thir nghiém san xuat
cac phim truyén ngén va phim tu li¢u mang tinh dia phuong [6], [30]. Du quy m6 con han ché va
chiu nhiéu rang budc vé k¥ thuat ciing nhu thi truong, sy tham gia nay cho thiy nguoi Viét da
ting bude vuot ra khoi vai trd khan gia thu dong dé tham gia vao qua trinh sang tao va san Xuat
van héa hién dai. Qua trinh nay ciing phan dnh xu huéng timg budéc gianh quyen chu dong trong
viéc biéu dat hinh anh va cau chuyén cia chinh minh thong qua dién anh, thay vi chi tiép nhan
nhitng hinh anh do dién ngén thudc dia kién tao [1].

Qua trinh tiép nhan dién anh tai Viét Nam cho thdy tinh chat thich nghi vin hoa 13 rét hon la
sy thay thé don thudn. Di ¢6 ngudn goc phwong Tay, nhiéu bo phim Vit Nam thoi ky dau van
khai thac cac gia tri dao duc truyen thdng nhu dao hiéu, ~nghia gla dinh va chuan myc luan ly.
Dong thoi, cac bo phim sur dung cac tac phiam van hoc ¢ dién va truyén dan gian lam chat liéu
chuyén thé nham két hop phuong tién nghé thuat hién dai voi nén tang vin hoa ban dia [5], [9].
Song song véi do, dién anh ciing gop phan tao ra nhiing bién ddi trong doi séng do thi dau thé ky
XX théng qua sy hinh thanh hé théng rap chiéu — mét hinh thic giai tri mang tinh thuong mai va
gan voi 16i sdng hién dai [15]. Khdng chi tac dong dén thi hiéu tham my, dién anh con gép phan
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lam thay d6i nhan thirc vé tinh yéu, hén nhan va vai tro ca nhan, dong thoi hinh thanh mot khdng
gian cong luan van hoéa méi, noi cong chung tham gia thao luan va danh gia phim trén bao chi,
qua d6 mo rong céc dién ngdn vé van hoa, hién dai va ban sic dan toc [9].

Trong béi canh x& hoi thudc dia, dién anh vi thé mang tinh chét hai mat rd nét: vira 1a céng cu
truyén ba dién ngén “van minh” va “khai héa” cta thyc dan Phap, vira tro thanh phuong tién dé
nguoi Viét tiép thu ky thuat, tai didn giai hinh anh va timg budc khang dinh ban sic van héa cua
minh. Théng qua viéc lya chon dé tai mang yéu té van héa dan toc, st dung chét liéu truyén
théng va qua trinh tiép nhan c6 chon loc, dién anh di gop phan nudi dudng y thic dan toc trén
phuong dién vin hoa va tinh than. Qua d6, dién anh c6 thé duoc xem nhu mot khong gian giao
thoa van héa dic thu, noi xa hoi Viét Nam vira tiép nhan céc yéu té caa qué trinh hién dai hoa,
vira timg bude dinh hinh lai ban sic va y thirc dan toc trong bdi canh lich sir thuge dia [5]. Tir
nhiing dan ching trén cd thé nhan xét rang dién anh thoi ky nay khong truc tiép truyén tai théng
diép yéu nudc theo nghia chinh tri cong khai, nhung lai dong vai tro quan trong trong viéc nudi
dudng y thic dan toc vé mat van hoa va tinh than. Chinh qua trinh tiép nhan, cai bién va ban dia
hoa dién anh da gbp phan chuan bi nén tang tu tuang cho sy hinh thanh y thire dan toc hién dai o
Viét Nam dau thé ky XX.

4. Két luan

Su xuét hién cua dién anh tai Viét Nam cudi thé ky XIX — dau thé ky XX khong chi danh diu
su du nhap caa mét loai hinh nghé thuat mgi ma con phan anh qua trinh giao thoa van héa Pong
— Tay trong béi canh thugc dia. Tir mot phwong tién giai tri mang dau 4n phwong Tay, dién anh
dan trg thanh mot khong gian vin hoa gop phan lam thay ddi thi hiéu tham my va doi séng tinh
than xa hoi. Tuy chiu anh hudng tir van hoa phuong Tay, dién anh Viét Nam khong phat trién
theo hudng sao chép ma duoc tiép nhan cd chon loc, két hop véi cac gia tri truyén thong va chat
liéu van hoa dan toc, qua d6 hinh thanh qua trinh ban dia hoa rd nét. Didu ndy cho thiy dién anh
khéng chi phan anh tién trinh hién dai hoa van hoa ma con thé hién kha ning thich tng va sang
tao cua xa hoi Viét Nam, dong thoi dit nén tang cho su phat trién lau dai caa dién anh nhu mot
phuong tién biéu dat quan trong ctia vin hoa dan toc trong thoi ky hién dai.

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO/ REFERENCES

[1] G. Asselle, A. Scott, J. Backhouse, and P. N. Truong, “The Vietnamese Cinema from its origins to
1945,” Framework: The Journal of Cinema and Media, no. 25, pp. 63-70, 1984,

[2] B. Creed and J. Hoorn, “Memory and History: Early Film, Colonialism and the French Civilising
Mission in Indochina,” French History & Civilization, vol. 4, pp. 223-236, 2011.

[3] L. A. Conklin, A mission to civilize: the republican idea of empire in France and West Africa, 1895-
1930, Stanford University Press, 1984.

[4] S. Ponzanesi, “Whither the colonial question? Jean Renoir's The River,” In Post-Colonial Cinemas:
Theoretical, Cultural and Political Perspectives. Routledge, 1996, pp. 51-64.

[5] T. T. D. Tran, Vietnamese Cinema: History — Works — Artists — Theory — Criticism — Research, vol. 1.
Ho Chi Minh City: Ho Chi Minh City General Publishing House, (in Vietnamese), 2010.

[6] T. Hoang, N. T. Pham, B. Banh, Q. C. Vu, M. L. Ngo, and B. H. Phan, History of Viethamese Cinema,
vol. 1. Hanoi: Cinema Department Publishing House, (in Viethamese), 2003.

[7] P. Bui, Cinema through Its Developmental Stages. Hanoi: Culture Publishing House, (in Vietnamese), 1981.

[8] T. Cao, The Birth of Cinema. Ho Chi Minh City: Tre Publishing House, (in Vietnamese), 2003.

[9] T. T. Nguyen, “The emergence of the cinema industry in Vietnam during the French occupation,”
Conflict, Justice, Decolonization, Institute of Social Research and Cultural Studies, National Chiao
Tung University, 2022.

[10] C. G. Hoang, “Transcultural Narratives of Vietnamese Landscapes in Literature and Cinema,” Journal
of Vietnamese Studies, vol. 18, no. 2, pp. 45-72, 2023.

[11] T. M. Nguyen, “Commodification of Women’s Landscapes in Post-Renovation Vietnam,” Asian
Cinema Journal, vol. 35, no. 1, pp. 112-135, 2024.

[12] P. C. Pham, “Colonial Rhetorics of Modernity in Vietnam: “The New” in Vietnamese Literature
during the Colonial Period,” Journal of Southeast Asian Cultural Studies, vol. 8, no. 2, pp. 92-115, 2025.

http://jst.tnu.edu.vn 403 Email: jst@tnu.edu.vn


http://jst.tnu.edu.vn/
mailto:jst@tnu.edu.vn

TNU Journal of Science and Technology 231(08): 397 - 404

[13] X. H. Tran, “Hill Stations in Vietnam during the French Colonial Period: The Case Study of Tam
Dao,” Journal of Colonial Urban History, vol. 12, no. 3, pp. 25-48, 2024.

[14] P. Brocheux and D. Hémery, Indochina an ambiguous colonization 1858-1954, University of
California Press, 2009.

[15] T. Le, Vietnamese Cinema: History and Features. Hanoi: Culture and Arts Publishing House, (in
Vietnamese), 2015.

[16] P. Autré, “Indochina: A new market opening up. More than 50 cinemas equipped. French
Cinematography,” La Cinématographie francaise, no. 934, pp. 164-165, 1936.

[17] Chantecler, “Captain Craddock in Indochina,” Chantecler (French weekly magazine), no. 12, pp. 7-9,
June 08, 1933.

[18] Chantecler, “They say that...,” Chantecler (French illustrated weekly magazine), no. 31, pp. 3-8,
October 19, 1933.

[19] National Archives Centre | (NACI), D.615, No. 3171, Operation of the Tonkinois Cinema on Rue des
Eventails, Hanoi.

[20] Entreprises coloniales, Film exploitation in Indochina. Online historical archive (extracted from
Chantecler issues, 1933-1939), 2016.

[21] Chantecler, “Film review: Atlantis and the central role of Europe,” Chantecler (French illustrated
weekly magazine), no. 12, pp. 7-10, June 08, 1933.

[22] National Archives Centre I (NACI), D.615, No. 3173, Operation and management of the
Philharmonique Cinema in Hanoi, Hanoi.

[23] Chantecler, “French news and political life in Indochina,” Chantecler (Digitized by Entreprises
coloniales, 2016), no. 75, pp. 2-4, 1934.

[24] Chantecler, “Indochina, Pearl of the Far East: A documentary on the civilizing mission,” Chantecler
(Digitized by Entreprises coloniales, 2016), no. 85, pp. 3-6, 1934.

[25] G. T. Vu, Tu Luc Literary Group — Literature and Public Opinion. Education Publishing House, 2006.

[26] H. C. Nguyen, The Thought of Nguyen Van Vinh and the Wind of Modernity. Writers’ Association
Publishing House, 2008.

[27] National Archives Centre | (NACI), D.615 D633, No. 44942, Application for registration on the list of
cinematographic film importers by Nguyen Thi Chan, manager of the Tonkinois cinema, 1921.

[28] National Archives Centre | (NACI), D.615, No. 44968, Application by Pham Van Hinh in Hanoi to
operate a mobile cinema and organize film screenings, 1928.

[29] National Archives Centre | (NACI), D.633, No. 44953, Application for authorization to open a cinema
submitted by Do Dang Loc in Nam Dinh, 1925.

[30] P. Bui, Cinema through Its Developmental Stages. Hanoi: Culture Publishing House, 1981.

http://jst.tnu.edu.vn 404 Email: jst@tnu.edu.vn


http://jst.tnu.edu.vn/
mailto:jst@tnu.edu.vn

