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NHUNG VAN BE BACH KHOA THU

MUC TU “LEONARD BLOOMFIELD” TRONG
BACH KHOA TOAN THU QUOC TE VE NGON NGU HOC

Tém tit: BO Bdch khoa toan thi Quéc té vé Ngon
ngit hoc - Tdi ban lan thir hai do Nha xuit ban Pai
hoc Oxford xudt ban nam 2003 cung cdp 70 muc tir
vé tidu sir nhan vat. Leonard Bloomfield va nguoi
ddng nghiép cung thoi véi ong 1a Edward Sapir 1a
nhitng nha ngdn ngit hoc My dau tién c6 anh huong
lam ndi bt tim quan trong cia phwong phép tiép
can ciu trac luan ddi véi ngdn ngit, ca dbi véi
nhitng cong trinh mang tinh miéu ta ludn, 1a tién dé
can thiét cho nganh ngén ngit hoc lich sir va ngon
ngit hoc so sanh. Muc tir ndy cung cip nhing thong
tin khai quat nhat vé& cudc doi va sy nghiép cua
Leonard Bloomfield.

Tir khéa: Nha Ngon ngit hoc, Bloomfield, Bdach
khoa toan thw Quéc té vé Ngén ngit hoc.

Abstract: The International Encyclopedia of
Linguistics - Second Edition that was published by
Oxford University Press in 2003 provides 70
biographical entries of figures. Leonard Bloomfield
and his contemporary colleague Edward Sapir were
the first influential American linguists to emphasize
the importance of a structuralist approach to language,
both for descriptive work and as a necessary
preliminary to historical and comparative linguistics.
This entry provides the most general information
about Leonard Bloomfield’s life and career.

Keywords: Linguist, Bloomfield, International
Encyclopedia of Linguistics.

bay 1a ban dich muc tor “Leonard
Bloomfield”, duoc viét boi Robert A. Hall, Jr.
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va John Fought) trong bd Bdch khoa toan thu
Quéc té vé Ngén ngir hoc - Tdi ban lan thir hai
do Nha Xuét ban Pai hoc Oxford xuit ban
nam 2003.

*

LEONARD BLOOMFIELD sinh ngay
01.4.1887 & Chicago, va mat ngay 13.4.1949
tai New Haven, Connecticut. Ong nhan b'?mg
Cu nhan Van chuong tai Truong Pai hoc
Harvard nam 1906, va bang Tién si tai Truong
Pai hoc Chicago nam 1909. Bloomfield giang
day tai Truong Pai hoc Cincinnati (1909 -
1910), Truong Pai hoc Illinois (1910 - 1921),
Truong Pai hoc Bang Ohio (1921 - 1927),
Truong Pai hoc Chicago (1927 - 1940), va la
Gido su Ngon nglt hoc Uu ta (Sterling
Professor of Linguistics) tai Truong Pai hoc
Yale (1940 - 1949). Nhiing Iinh vuc nghién
citu chinh ctia 6ng la cac ngdn ngir Giec-
manh, Malay-Polynesian (Tagalog), My An
(dac biét 1a Algonkian so sanh), va ngén ngit
hoc dai cuong. Anh hudng cua Bloomfield
rong nhat trong linh vuc cudi, thong qua cong
trinh dugc biét dén rong rii cua ong la
Language (Ngon ngit, 1933).

Bloomfield va ngudi dong nghiép cing
thoi voi 6ng la Edward Sapir 1a nhling nha
ngdn ngit hoc My dau tién c6 anh huong lam
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ndi bat tim quan trong ciia phuong phép tiép
can cAu tric luan ddi voi ngon ngi, ca doi voi
nhitng cong trinh mang tinh miéu ta ludn va
nhu mot tién dé can thiét cho nganh ngdn ngit
hoc lich st va ngdn ngit hoc so sanh. Cong
trinh ctia Bloomfield vé Tagalog va Menomini
dua 6ng dén mot loai phan tich ciu tric vao
nhitng nam 1920 va 1930, dac biét trong am vi
hoc, ngang hang nhung phan 16n doc lap voi
loai cua Truong phai Prague. Trong Ngon ngit
hoc So sanh, Bloomfield 14 nguoi bao vé manh
mé& nguyén tic déu dan (principle of
regularity) trong thay ddi am vi. Sy thira nhan
clia 6ng vé cum Proto-Algonkian (Algonkia
Géc) ddc nhat */ck/, dua vao béng ching
khéong ddy du, sau d6 di dugce ching minh 1a
dung boi cac dir liéu ma ong da thu thap dugc
& tiéng Swampy Cree.

Trong céng trinh  Language cua
Bloomfield, nhitng hoc gid tré hon da nhan
thdy mot dinh hudng 1y thuyét toan dién va
mot cudn sach gdm nhimg quy trinh phan tich
cho tit ca cac cdp do ciu trac ngon ngir, bao
gdm ca ¢t phap. Bloomfield hoan toan nhan ra
tAm quan trong ciia ngit nghia hoc trong phan
tich ngdn ngit, nhung 6ng lai hoai nghi vé sy
tuan thu cua nd dbi v6i viéc xur Iy mang tinh
khoa hoc. Trong cong trinh nay, sy gilt vitng v
kién ban d4u cta 6ng ddi voi hoc thuyét phan
tich thanh t4 tryc tiép trong ct phéap, va su bac
b6 ctia ong ddi vai tinh dong nghia trong ngdn
ngit, ong tiép tuc bién hd cho cic quan diém
ma minh da ké thira tir hé tAm 1y ctia Wilhelm
Wundt (Fought 1999a), mic dau Bloomfield
da tir bo phan con lai cia thuyét nhi nguyén
cua Wundt. Trong nhitng nam 1920, dudi su
anh hudéng cua nha tam ly hoc Albert P.
Weiss, Bloomfield da bién ludn r?mg that
khong can thiét & doi hoi mot “tu duy” mang

tinh phi ty nhién (non-physical “mind”), hodc
theo bat ky mot trudng phai tim 1y hoc cu thé
nao dé mo ta va phan tich ngoén ngir. Ong ciing
chap nhan quan diém, sau d6 dwoc ap dung
rong rai, vé hoi nhu sidu hé th(fng
(superorganic) - ma cac hoi la “nhiing t6 chirc”
thuc su duoc gén Kkét cung nhau boi viéc su
dung ngdén nglt, nhu nhitng b phan riéng 18
dugc két hop lai boi bd 6c va hé than kinh
trung tam .

Boi vi mot vai quan diém ciia Bloomfield
vé ngdn ngit trai ngugc véi nhitng ¥ kién dugc
ap dung rong rii lién quan dén tinh tu nhién
clia ngit nghia va tim quan trong ciia “tur duy”,
cong trinh Language cua 6ng da tao nén sy
phan déi trong subt cudc doi cia 6ng. Mot vai
ngudi di sau da thdi phong nhitng quan diém
clia 6ng, gay ra sy phan d6i manh mé hon d6i
v6i  nhimg quan diém mang  tén
“Bloomfieldian” vao nhitng nam 1960 va
1970, dan t6i sy hiéu nhidm va hiéu sai hang
loat; tuy nhién, mdt quan diém can béng hon
dan dan tién téi chiém wu thé vao nhiing nim
1980. (Xem Hockett 1970, Hall 1987, 1990.
Fought, 1999a, b).

[Ciing xem History of Linguistics (Lich su
Nganh Ngén ngit hoc), cdc muc tir vé
American Structuralism (Cau tric luan M¥) va
The Prague School (Truong phai Prague); va
Sapir, Edward].
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