The Treaty for the conservation and
sustainable use of marine biological diversity

fter more than a decade of talks, the 193

United Nations (UN) member states have

reached a landmark international agreement
for a new Treaty for the conservation and sustain-
able use of marine biological diversity in areas of
the ocean outside national jurisdiction, known as
the “high seas”

In New York on 17 June 2023, President of the
UN Intergovernmental Conference on Marine Bio-
logical Diversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdic-
tion Rena Lee announced that the substantive issues
of the Treaty had been agreed upon.

“Following a two week long rollercoaster ride
of negotiations and super-hero efforts in the last
48 hours, governments reached agreement on
key issues that will advance protection and better
management of marine biodiversity in the High
Seas”, said Director of the High Seas Alliance Re-
becca Hubbard in a press release from the High
Seas Alliance.

The Treaty will clear the way for the establish-
ment of marine protected areas (MPAs) in the high
seas and provide guidelines for assessing how hu-
man activities impact the environment, a press
release from the Pew Charitable Trusts said.

“High seas marine protected areas can play a
critical role in the impacts of climate change”, said
Mrs. Liz Karan,
Project Direc-
tor of the Pew
Charitable
Trusts’ Protect-
ing Ocean Life
on the High
Seas, in the
Pew Charitable
Trusts press re-
lease. “Govern-
ments and civil
society  must
now  ensure
the agreement
is adopted and
rapidly enters
into force and
is  effectively
implemented
to  safeguard
high seas bio-
diversity”, she
added.

The high seas are home to abundant marine
life and extraordinary ecosystems like deep-wa-
ter corals. They also serve as migratory routes
for sharks, whales and other species. A network
of MPAs in the high seas is crucial for preserv-
ing a minimum of 30 percent of marine and
terrestrial habitat worldwide by 2030 - an in-
ternational movement known as “30 by 30”. 30
by 30 was adopted last December by the Parties
to the UN Convention on Biological Diversity
as part of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodi-
versity Framework.

“Following the Kunming - Montreal Agree-
ment, which sets out a global path for biodiver-
sity protection, this treaty will bring a similar
ambition to the high seas. Because Canada’s wa-
ters are bounded by three international ocean
basins, it has an outsized role in ensuring that
the Treaty is fully implemented, once formally
adopted”, said Vice President of Conservation
and Projects at Oceans North Susanna Fuller,
in the High Seas Alliance press release.

Currently, only a little more than one per-
cent of the high seas is protected, but the new
Treaty will provide a framework for establish-
ing MPAs, as well as the legal basis for attain-
ment of the 30 by 30 goal. Protecting at least 30

A The high seas are home to abundant marine life and extraordinary
ecosystems like coral reefs
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percent of the planet’s ocean by 2030 is
the minimum level needed to ensure it
will be healthy, scientists have said.

The Treaty will make it easier to man-
age shipping, fishing and other activities
that have historically contributed to
the deterioration of ocean health in
the high seas. The high seas are home
to millions of species and is the largest
habitat on the planet.

“It’s been a very long journey to get
to a Treaty. We will be looking to the 52
states that make up the High Ambition
Coalition to lead the charge to adopt,
ratify and identify important High
Seas areas to protect”, said Mrs. Rebec-
ca Hubbard in the High Seas Alliance
press release.

One of the major sticking points
in Treaty negotiations was how best
for nations to share marine genetic re-
sources (MGR) and the profits that will
eventuallycomefromthem, reported The
Guardian. MGR are the genetic material
of deep-sea organisms like krill, sea-
weeds, corals, marine sponges and bac-
teria, which can potentially be used
in cosmetics and medications.

“The High Seas Treaty opens the path
for humankind to finally provide protec-
tion to marine life across our one ocean.
Its adoption closes essential gaps in in-
ternational law and offers a framework
for governments to work together to
protect global ocean heath, climate resil-
ience and the socio - economic wellbeing
and food security of billions of people”,
said Director of the International Union
for Conservation of Nature’s Global Ma-
rine and Polar Program Minna Epps.

The new Treaty will be opened for
signatures on Sept. 20, during the annual
meeting of world leaders at the General
Assembly, and it will take effect once it is
ratified by 60 countries. The Treaty will
create a new body to manage conserva-
tion of ocean life and establish marine
protected areas in the high seas. It also
establishes ground rules for conducting
environmental impact assessments for
commercial activities in the oceans. Sec-
retary - General Antonio Guterres told
delegates that the adoption of the treaty
comes at a critical time, with the oceans
under threat on many fronts =

PHUONG TAM
(Source: The Guardian)
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n mid-2022, a toxic algal bloom began

to quickly spread through the Oder River,

which in part straddles the border between
Germany and Poland. The algae, Prymnesium
parvum, normally lives in the brackish waters
near coastlines. But fed by salty run-off from in-
dustrial sites, and made more concentrated by
low water levels, it enveloped huge stretches of
one of Europe’s longest waterways.

THE RESULT WAS CATASTROPHIC

During a six-week stretch from July to Sep-
tember, the algae is suspected to have killed 360
tonnes of fish. Such a massive die-off in the heart
of Europe sparked handwringing and caused of-
ficials to ban bathing and fishing for many of the
16 million people who live in the Oder basin. A
recent European Union report found the crisis
could have been averted with better monitoring
of the Oder’s water. The event, say experts, is a
prime example of why countries need to more
closely track the health of their rivers, lakes and
aquifers, which are facing mounting pressure
from not only pollution but also climate change
and biodiversity loss.

“By closely monitoring changes in our water
bodies, we can better predict cascading risks and
tipping points that lead to disasters,” says Head
of the United Nations Environment Program’s
(UNEP’s) Marine and Freshwater Branch Leticia
Carvalho. “That will help us more sustainably
use our precious water resources and head off
catastrophes that could affect tens of millions of
people”. Mrs. Leticia Carvalhos comments came
just ahead of the World Water Week Conference
in Stockholm, where delegates are expected
to discuss how innovation can help countries
safeguard water supplies for communities and
the increasingly fragile biodiversity that relies on
healthy blue ecosystems.

Most of the disasters that afflict humanity
are in some way tied to water. Along with severe
cases of pollution, those crises include floods,
landslides, storms, droughts and wildfires. Shifts
in the Earth's hydrological cycle linked to
climate change are increasing the frequency and
intensity of many of those events, says a UN-
convened panel of climate scientists. Since 2000,
the number of flood-related disasters has more
than doubled and the duration of droughts has
jumped almost 30 percent.

In the next 30 years, the number of people
at risk from water-related disasters could rise
to 1.6 billion from 1.2 billion, according to a
2019 report by the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development. Experts say that
monitoring the state of freshwater bodies brings



